
February 20, 2024 

My name is Madison Marino, a visiting fellow in education policy at the Maryland Family Institute, and I 

am here today to ask for your favorable consideration of House Bill 791.  

In the past decade, there has been a growing trend among states to embrace various forms of education 

choice. Last year, 2023, was named the “year of education freedom,” as we saw “the most significant 

expansions of parental choice in education in U.S. history.”1 Currently, 31 states have education choice 

programs, and 65 parental choice programs exist.2 

As education choice expands, rigorous scientific research shows numerous benefits. Regarding academic 

achievement, “Researchers have conducted 16 random assignment studies, the gold standard of 

empirical research…Of those 16, 10 studies found statistically significant positive effects for participating 

students. Just two found negative effects, unique to a heavily regulated program in Louisiana that has 

discouraged high-performing private schools from participating, and four found neutral effects.”3 

Concerning academic attainment, encompassing high school completion and college enrollment among 

participating students, “Researchers have conducted five random assignment studies…Three of these 

studies found increases in high school graduation rates and college enrollment. Two found null effects for 

students enrolling in school choice programs such as vouchers and tax credit scholarships.”4 Additionally, 

adopting choice yields numerous non-academic benefits. Empirical evidence indicates that school choice 

has had positive effects on “civic engagement5 and crime reduction6, to improve student safety7, and to 

have positive impacts on character as seen in outcomes… such as positive effects on tolerance of others8 

and higher levels of voluntarism9.”10  

Maryland’s only private school choice program, the Broadening Options for Students Today, provides 

expanded educational options for low-income Maryland K-12 students and is relatively small compared 

to other school choice initiatives in nearby jurisdictions. Pennsylvania’s tax-credit scholarship programs 
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will offer approximately $600 million11 in funding next year and have more than 77,000 children12 

participate in the 2021-2022 school year. The D.C. Opportunity Scholarship in the District of Columbia 

receives $17.5 million13 in annual appropriations.  

Support for school choice is also at an all-time high. According to a recent poll from RealClear Opinion 

Research, which surveyed 1,000 registered voters, the concept of school choice enjoys overwhelming 

support; 71% of voters say they are supportive, and 13% are opposed.14 73% of Black and 71% of 

Hispanic voters also support such a policy.15 

Outside of those participating in the relatively small BOOST program, parents in Maryland do not have 

many choices for their child’s education. For them, access to quality education is conditional on their 

ability to purchase an expensive home or to pay twice. Maryland doesn’t have interdistrict or 

intradistrict open enrollment policies, so students aren’t able to transfer to another school within or 

outside of their residential school district.16 Charter schools are the only publicly funded education 

choice option, but according to a recent CATO report, “most charter schools are in the Baltimore-

Washington area, making them geographically inaccessible to many Marylanders.”17 

Strong parental support is evident in the demand for the BOOST program. Last year, there was extreme 

demand among families to participate in BOOST. The advisory board received 7,036 applications, up 

from 6,000 applicants the year before.18 Of the 7,000 applicants, 4,741 families were deemed income-

eligible for the program.19 If all income-eligible applicants were awarded a scholarship, the board would 

have needed about $18 million in total funding for BOOST, surpassing the $9 million appropriated for the 

2023-2024 SY program.20 Unfortunately, because of the number of applicants, the Advisory board 

concluded that no new applicants could be awarded scholarships, and only those students who received 

scholarships last year and their siblings would be considered for awards.21  

The BOOST Scholarship program has provided more than 20,000 scholarships since the program’s 

inception, the majority of which have been awarded to minority recipients.22 The program impact has 

also been wide-reaching: low-income students residing in 21 out of 24 counties and the city of Baltimore 
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participated in the program for the 2023-2024 school year.23 The average household income of families 

participating in the 2023-2024 SY program was $43,500, reflecting the program’s profound assistance to 

those in financial need.24 More than half of the students participating in the program are children of 

color, and nearly 1,000 students are English language learners or have special needs and have support 

and inclusivity through the program’s offerings.25  

The BOOST program effectively assists the families and students in greatest need while ensuring that 

families lacking financial means can still exercise parental choice. For this reason, I ask for your favorable 

consideration of HB 791, which would modestly expand funding for the BOOST program.   
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