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M A R Y L A N D M I L I T A R Y C O A L I T I O N 
Serving Veterans through Legislative Advocacy 

 

February 28, 2024 

 

The Honorable Guy Guzzone, Chair 

The Honorable Jim Rosapepe, Vice Chair  

Budget and Taxation Committee 

Miller Senate Office Building, 3 West Annapolis, 

MD  21401 

 

Subject: Request for a FAVORABLE Report - SB 974– Behavioral Health Crisis Response 

Services – 9–8–8 Trust Fund Fees   

 
Dear Chair Guzzone, Vice Chair Rosapepe and Members of the Senate Budget and Taxation 

Committee: 

 

On behalf of the Maryland Military Coalition and as its Communications Director, I write to 

recommend a FAVORABLE report by the Committee on SB 974 - Behavioral Health Crisis 

Response Services – 9–8–8 Trust Fund Fees, sponsored by Chair Guzzone. I am a nurse and I 

currently serve on the Governor’s Challenge to Prevent Suicide Among Service Members, 

Veterans and Families.  

 

As a licensed healthcare professional, I testified in support of Senate Bill 241 “Behavioral Health 

Crisis Response Services – 9-8-8 Trust Fund” in 2022.  It passed, and in July, the Maryland 

Department of Health designated 9-8-8 as the State’s behavioral health crisis hotline as part of a 

statewide initiative for the coordination and delivery of the continuum of behavioral health crisis 

response services in the State. In addition to crisis call centers, this bill established mobile crisis 

team services and crisis stabilization centers. Last year, I testified on behalf of SB 003 “9-8-8 Trust 

Fund - Funding”, which required the Governor to include an appropriation for the lifeline in his 

budget. It also passed. Today, I am asking for a favorable report on establishing trust fund fees, 

necessary to enable the continued operation of the 9-8-8 lifeline, mobile crisis team services and 

crisis stabilization centers. This bill established a 9-8-8 fee ($0.25 (cents)/month) to be paid by 

every subscriber to a landline or cell phone. These fees will be deposited in the Trust Fund and 

used only for carrying out the purpose of the fund. 

 

Suicide rates have been increasing for the past twenty years, but among active-duty personnel and 

veterans of the post-9/11 wars, the suicide rate is even higher, outpacing average Americans. Do 

you know that FOUR times as many active-duty personnel and war veterans of post-9/11 conflicts 

have died of suicide rather than in combat? These high suicide rates are caused by multiple 

factors, including risks inherent to fighting in any war such as high exposure to trauma, stress, the  

“military” culture and training, continued access to guns, and the difficulty of reintegrating into 

civilian life.  
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According to the Centers for Disease Control’s most recent data, Maryland had 620 suicides in 

20211; of which 89 were veterans2. While getting 9-8-8 data was a little difficult, a member of the 

Department of Health reported that in January 2024, there were 4,477 calls to the 9-8-8 lifeline,  

a 107% increase in monthly call volume since the transition to the three-digit number in July 2022. 

The volume demonstrates that the lifeline is working—providing needed services to Marylanders. 

Maryland is home to 34,444 active-duty service members, 14,292 active-duty spouses and 25,642 

reservists/national guard members with 28,019 family members3. These are Department of 

Defense numbers only and do not include the 1,700 active-duty U.S. Public Health Service (PHS) 

members and the 7,000 PHS retirees and their families or the active duty and retired National 

Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) service members who also live in Maryland. In 

addition, there are 355,787 veteran households4. Maryland needs continued 9-8-8 services to 

meet the mental health needs of our citizens, especially our veterans. 

 

The Maryland Military Coalition, is a voluntary, non-partisan organization representing 21 veteran 

service organizations who, in turn, serve over 150,000 Maryland uniformed services men and 

women and their families. The Coalition strongly supports SB 974- Behavioral Health Crisis 

Response Services – 9–8–8 Trust Fund Fees and asks for your favorable report. 

 

We thank Chair Guzzone for sponsoring this important legislation and his continued support of the 

uniformed services community in Maryland. 

 

Respectfully, 

 
Lynn A. Nash, PhD, RN, PHCNS-BC, FAAN 

CAPT (R), U.S. Public Health Service  

Communications Director 

 

Attachment: Maryland Veteran Suicide Data Sheet, 2021 

 

Maryland Military Coalition Member Organizations Follow 

 
1 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Suicide Mortality by State. 
2 U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, State-Level Veteran Suicide Data: 2021 Update 
3 Military One Source, as of December 31, 2022 
4 VA Claim Insider, August 10, 2023 

https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/pressroom/sosmap/suicide-mortality/suicide.htm
https://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/docs/data-sheets/2021/2021-State-Data-Sheet-Maryland-508.pdf
https://statepolicy.militaryonesource.mil/state/MD
https://vaclaimsinsider.com/how-many-veterans-are-there/#15-what-are-the-most-popular-states-for-veterans-in-2023
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