
 C. Matthew Hill 
Attorney  
Public Justice Center 

 201 North Charles Street, Suite 1200 
 Baltimore, Maryland 21201       
                 410-625-9409, ext. 229  
 hillm@publicjustice.org 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

SB 370 – Community Schools - Rental Assistance for Community School Families Program 
and Fund – Establishment 

Hearing of the Budget and Taxation Committee, January 31, 2024 
 

Position: Favorable  
 
Public Justice Center urges you to support SB 370, which will create an eviction prevention 
funds program for families with children enrolled in Maryland’s community schools. Public 
Justice Center (PJC) is a nonprofit public interest law firm that assists over 800 renters and 
their families each year. As part of Renters United Maryland, we stand with tenants to protect 
and expand their rights to safe, habitable, affordable, and non-discriminatory housing. Eviction 
prevention funds are often life changing for our client-families with children facing eviction. 
Magdalena Escobar’s experience provides an example: 
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The Blueprint for Maryland’s Future is investing significant funds to assist families whose 
children are attending community schools. Located throughout Maryland, Community Schools 
provide support for families by coordinating wraparound services like transportation, 
healthcare, counseling, and healthy food. Without an investment in eviction prevention funds, 
students in community schools who are evicted will lose ready access to the support of their 
community school.  

 

According to a recent research report by Stout 
Risius Ross on eviction prevention funds in 
Maryland, a fully funded program would more 
than pay for itself.  Every dollar spent on 
eviction prevention saves the State $2.39. A full 
$40 million investment in eviction prevention 
would yield approximately $92 million in cost 
savings or avoidance for the State by reducing 
homelessness and state-funded safety net costs 
On education alone, Stout estimated that a 
fully funded eviction prevention funds 
program (about $40 million) would provide 
$23.75 million in benefits to the State through 
better education outcomes for students and an 
increase in federal funds. 

 

Eviction prevention through rental assistance furthers gender and racial equity. Women-led 
(70%) and Black-led (74%) households have avoided eviction with help from the state’s current 
emergency rental assistance program and likely will be evicted at much higher rates unless the 
Governor and General Assembly take action.  

We understand that the bill sponsor, Sen. Hettleman, will work with advocates, the Maryland 
State Dept. of Education, and the Dept. of Housing and Community Development to refine the 
administrative structure of the program and minimize the burden on community school 
coordinators.  We also understand and support changing the current prioritization in the bill. 
Maryland cannot be a national leader in leaving no one behind, ending childhood poverty, 
righting the racial wrongs of the past, and ensuring shelter for all without investing in eviction 
prevention funds.   

Public Justice Center is a member of Renters United Maryland and urges you to move favorable 
on SB 370.  For more information contact: Matt Hill, 410-625-9409, ext. 229, 
hillm@publicjustice.org  
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