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March 12, 2024 

 
SB  1142 

Tax Clinics for Low-Income Marylanders - Funding 
 

Senate Budget & Taxation Committee 
 

Position: Favorable 
 

The Maryland Catholic Conference (MCC) is the public policy representative of the three 
(arch)dioceses serving Maryland, which together encompass over one million Marylanders. 
Statewide, their parishes, schools, hospitals, and numerous charities combine to form our 
state’s second largest social service provider network, behind only our state government.  
 
Senate Bill 1142 would allow for the distribution of abandoned property funds to the Tax Clinics 
for Low-Income Marylanders Fund.  It is important to address economic disparities and support 
initiatives that uplift the marginalized and vulnerable in our community. 
 
The Catholic Church’s social teachings underscore the importance of justice, solidarity, and the 
preferential option for the poor.  By allocating funds to the Tax Clinics for Low-Income 
Marylanders Fund, we contribute to the welfare of those struggling with financial hardships, 
recognizing the dignity of each person and their right to economic well-being.   
 
Tax clinics play a vital role in ensuring that individuals with limited financial means have access 
to essential services and resources.  By allocating funds to these clinics, we extend a lifeline to 
low-income Marylanders, helping them navigate complex tax systems and securing the financial 
support they need. 
 
This legislation will take meaningful steps toward fostering a society that values the well-being 
of all its members, particularly those facing economic challenges. The MCC appreciates your 
consideration and respectfully urges a favorable report for Senate Bill 1142.  
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Testimony of Senator Craig J. Zucker 

Senate Bill 1142 – Tax Clinics for Low-Income Marylanders - Funding 

Senate Budget and Taxation Committee 

March 12, 2024 

1:00pm 

Position: SUPPORT 

 

 
Good afternoon, Chairman Guzzone, Vice Chairman Rosapepe, and distinguished 
members of the committee. It is my pleasure to testify today in support of Senate Bill 
1142 – Tax Clinics for Low-Income Marylanders - Funding.  
 
Senate Bill 1142 reinstates the Tax Clinics for Low-Income Marylanders Fund, which 
was mistakenly erased from the code.  
 
By passing Senate Bill 1142, we will reinstate this program, which assists low-income 
residents with their state taxes in court.  
 
For these reasons, I urge a favorable report on Senate Bill 1142. I appreciate your 
consideration. 
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To:               Members of the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee  
From:          Maryland State Bar Association (MSBA)    
Subject:      SB1142 - Tax Clinics for Low-Income Marylanders - Funding 
Date:           March 11, 2024  
Position:      Favorable   
 
 
The Maryland State Bar Association (MSBA) supports Senate Bill 1142 - Tax Clinics for Low-Income 
Marylanders – Funding, requiring the Comptroller to distribute $250,000 of certain abandoned 
property funds to the Tax Clinics for Low-Income Marylanders Fund, which provides grants to the 
University of Maryland School of Law, the University of Baltimore School of Law, and the Maryland 
Volunteer Lawyers Service to operate tax clinics for low-income Maryland residents. 
 
MSBA represents more attorneys and judges than any other organization across the state in all practice 
areas. Through its advocacy committees and various practice-specific sections, MSBA monitors and 
takes positions on legislation that protects the legal profession, preserves the integrity of the judicial 
system, and ensures access to justice for Marylanders. 
 
MSBA supports access to justice and reaching the state’s most vulnerable population. Attorneys make 
an enormous difference in tax cases, as many pro se litigants are unaware of their rights, appropriate 
defenses, and the judicial process. With the expertise of the many Maryland-barred attorneys and 
organizations providing pro bono work and legal aid services, as well as the excellent clinical work of 
area law students, the state has an efficient and cost-effective solution to help Marylanders in need. The 
funding in SB 1142 will also provide a benefit to the state through resolution of controversies and 
repayment of outstanding taxes.  
  
For these reasons, MSBA strongly supports SB 1142 and urges a favorable report.  
 
 
 
Contact: Shaoli Katana, Advocacy Director (shaoli@msba.org, 410-387-5606)  
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