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HB 1311 -Del. Susan McComas (R). pdf – FAVORABLE 

regarding default filtering of obscenity on internet-   FAVORABLE 

 

 

Dear Representatives, I am speaking today to support this bill. Del McComas has written an 

excellent bill to attempt to slow down and possibly halt the access of pornography on the 

phones of children. 

 

I am a Pediatric Occupational Therapist who has worked with children in schools – both 

public and private settings for 31 years. I have seen firsthand how use of cell phones have 

affected children for good and for bad.  The cell phone has affected the social well being 

and emotional development of many children throughout the States and throughout the 

world. 

 

The National Center on Sexual Exploitation has done extensive research on the impact 
on the negative impacts of pornography consumption which often includes, incest, 
racism, and extreme violence themes.  
 
The Children’s Device Protection Bill mandates that smartphones and tablets 
automatically enable existing filters for all minors and allows for civil action if 
manufacturers fail to comply.  

Virtually all devices have filters, but they are “OFF” when the device is activated. As 
a result, children are vulnerable to unwanted or damaging exposure to hardcore 
pornography. 

Pornography harms the brain, particularly for those still neurologically developing, 
and fuels addiction. This material can ruin lives, and children are at most risk. This 
evidence should inform state telecommunications policy. 

Smart devices already have filtering capabilities and parental control software 
available on devices, but they are overly complicated for parents and guardians to 
navigate. Through the status quo of defaulting filtering technology to “OFF,” devices 
leave the most vulnerable in society particularly at-risk to online harms, such as 
children without tech-savvy, highly involved, caregivers. 

mailto:Mary.OT@outlook.com
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmgaleg.maryland.gov%2Fmgawebsite%2FLegislation%2FDetails%2Fhb1311&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cc5c3cad573a046b08d5c08dc3953f869%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638448280021923277%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gAlLFxFpaSWTDcul7rO0UoNj3mQeXLvXJH2DsR%2Fazo4%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmgaleg.maryland.gov%2Fmgawebsite%2FLegislation%2FDetails%2Fhb1311&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cc5c3cad573a046b08d5c08dc3953f869%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638448280021923277%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gAlLFxFpaSWTDcul7rO0UoNj3mQeXLvXJH2DsR%2Fazo4%3D&reserved=0


I am representing the Maryland Coalition Against Pornography to ask that you vote 
FOR this bill to protect our children and their families.  

Thank you for your favorable consideration of this bill. 
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March 5, 2024 
  
Chairman C.T. Wilson, House Economic Matters Committee 

Maryland House of Delegates 

  

In support of HB 1311 
  
MCAP appreciates this bill which seeks to solve a huge problem facing families today that is beyond solving by 

parents alone - the dangers to the safety of children presented by unfiltered internet-connected devices. 
  
The approach taken by this bill offers a technically simple, elegant solution:  turn on filtering by default. 
  
To grasp the problem, I recommend that you watch a free 2020 documentary video entitled CHILDHOOD 

2.0.      Here’s a sample of disturbing trends and statistics:  
    
53% of American children get a cell phone by age 11. They spend many hours daily on these devices which are 

worse, addictively, than slot machines.  27% of all unfiltered Internet content is explicit or pornographic, and nearly 

50% of children have been exposed to it by age 8.   In 2019, porn sites received more Internet traffic than Amazon, 

Twitter and Netflix combined.  Social media apps are saturated with explicit material that can be shared via back 

door methods like chats.   
  
In 2021 alone, the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children received nearly 85 million images, videos, 

and other files related to child sexual abuse and exploitation – and those are only what were reported.  Much of 

today’s porn contains physical and verbal aggression and violence.   
  
Regarding smart phones and tablets - technology is best when it’s easy and intuitive to use.  This is NOT the case 

with filtering technology today.  Families need help.   
We parents know that manufacturers can turn on the filtering. Government regulates safety for other materials 

harmful to minors, like tobacco and alcohol.  We don’t put those potentially dangerous products freely in the hands 

of minors?  No. Why should internet connectivity for minors be so unregulated? 
  
We urge a favorable report on HB 1311. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
Peggy Cairns 
Education Chairperson 
Maryland Coalition Against Pornography 
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HB 1311: Criminal Law - Obscene Material - Device Filters: Please
SUPPORT this bill!!

Dear Economic Matters Committee Chair Wilson, Vice Chair Crosby and all other
esteemed Committee Members:

We all know how damaging pornographic and obscene material is for our minor
children. Actually, studies have shown that the developing brain is not fully mature until
age 25, so obscene material is damaging to young people up until their mid-20s. There
are not a lot of studies out there advocating for pornographic and obscene materials to
be distributed to minors or young adults because it is beneficial. At least not that I’ve
ever seen, and I doubt that any of you have run across that either.

I am including in this written testimony a copy of my previous written testimony on
Senate Bill 355: Display of Obscene Material to Minors. It will demonstrate why we
have to be vigilant in trying to keep pornographic and obscene material away from our
minor children. This bill will require all manufacturers of “devices” to have a “filter” in
place to prevent obscene material to be viewed by minors, and will allow criminal and
civil charges to be filed due to civil and criminal liability of the manufacturer, if the
manufacturer does NOT have a filter in place on all “devices” upon activation. The
synopsis of the bill is: “...Requiring, beginning January 1, 2025, all devices activated in
the State to enable a certain filter to prevent minors from accessing obscene material;
prohibiting a certain person from deactivating the filter; providing that a manufacturer of
a device and certain persons are subject to civil and criminal liability for certain conduct
related to device filters; authorizing the Attorney General to take certain actions against
persons who violate the Act; authorizing parents or legal guardians of minors who
access obscene material to file a private cause of action against a certain
manufacturer..”

Thank you for your courtesy and cooperation in SUPPORTING this bill to make certain
that obscene material is not going to be able to be viewed by our minor children and, if it
is, there are penalties for not having the required “filters” in place as required by this bill.

Trudy Tibbals
A Very Concerned Mother and maryland resident

P.S. This is a copy of my written testimony on SB 355:



Senate Bill 355: Criminal Law - Display of Obscene Material to Minors -
Prohibition: Please support this bill!!

Dear Chair Smith & Vice Chair Waldstreicher and all other esteemed Committee
Members:

Regardless of your political affiliation, I think we can all agree that pornographic,
obscene, inappropriate material, whatever term you want to use, is very damaging to
minor children! Here are a few objective resources and their citations.

“Pornographic content can harm children. Exposure to pornography at a young age
may lead to poor mental health, sexism and objectification, sexual violence, and
other negative outcomes. Among other risks, when children view pornography that
portrays abusive and misogynistic acts, they may come to view such behaviour as
normal and acceptable.”
https://www.unicef.org/harmful-content-online#:~:text=Pornographic%20content%20
can%20harm%20children&text=Exposure%20to%20pornography%20at%20a,violen
ce%2C%20and%20other%20negative%20outcomes.

“Consumption of pornography is associated with many negative emotional,
psychological, and physical health outcomes. These include increased rates of
depression, anxiety, acting out and violent behavior, younger age of sexual debut,
sexual promiscuity, increased risk of teen pregnancy, and a distorted view of
relationships between men and women. For adults, pornography results in an
increased likelihood of divorce which is also harmful to children. The American
College of Pediatricians urges healthcare professionals to communicate the risks of
pornography use to patients and their families and to offer resources both to protect
children from viewing pornography and to treat individuals suffering from its negative
effects…

Sexual predators have purposefully exposed young children to pornography for the
purpose of grooming the children for sexual exploitation.14 Pornography exposure at
these young ages often results in anxiety for the child.15 Children also report
feelings of disgust, shock, embarrassment, anger, fear, and sadness after viewing
pornography.16 These children can suffer all of the symptoms of anxiety and
depression. They may become obsessed with acting out adult sexual acts that they
have seen, and this can be very disruptive and disturbing to the child’s peers who

https://www.unicef.org/harmful-content-online#:~:text=Pornographic%20content%20can%20harm%20children&text=Exposure%20to%20pornography%20at%20a,violence%2C%20and%20other%20negative%20outcomes
https://www.unicef.org/harmful-content-online#:~:text=Pornographic%20content%20can%20harm%20children&text=Exposure%20to%20pornography%20at%20a,violence%2C%20and%20other%20negative%20outcomes
https://www.unicef.org/harmful-content-online#:~:text=Pornographic%20content%20can%20harm%20children&text=Exposure%20to%20pornography%20at%20a,violence%2C%20and%20other%20negative%20outcomes


witness or are victimized by this behavior. Children under twelve years old who
have viewed pornography are statistically more likely to sexually assault their
peers.17 In sum, children exposed to pornographic material are at risk for a broad
range of maladaptive behaviors and psychopathology…

There is evidence that society’s acceptance of pornography creates unique
problems for women. The use of pornography can result in violent and sexually
aggressive attitudes towards women. Men who consume pornography are more
likely to adopt rape myth ideology, which is that women cause rape or actually enjoy
rape or sexual assault…

Pornography use by adolescents and young adults often leads to a distorted view of
sexuality and its role in fostering healthy personal relationships. These distortions
include the overestimation of the prevalence of sexual activity in the community, the
belief that sexual promiscuity is normal, and the belief that sexual abstinence is
unhealthy.34 These perspectives are likely to make it more difficult for young people
to form lasting, meaningful relationships with the opposite sex, which will ultimately
result in more anxiety, depression, and overall life dissatisfaction…

Children suffer many negative effects due to modern society’s exposure to and
acceptance of pornography. These negative effects include mental disturbance and
unrest for the young school age child, including acting out and violent behavior.
Because of its harmfulness to children, pornography must never be used as a tool to
teach children human sexuality. For older adolescents and young adults,
pornography teaches a false narrative regarding human sexuality and how men and
women form healthy sexual relationships. This makes it more difficult for young men
and women to form authentic, stable relationships. For parents, pornography is
divisive resulting in a decreased quality of marriage and increasing the likelihood of
divorce and separation which has been well documented to be harmful to
children…”
https://acpeds.org/position-statements/the-impact-of-pornography-on-children

According to an article from The Bark Team date January 30, 2023:

“Here are just a few of the effects porn has on young brains:

https://acpeds.org/position-statements/the-impact-of-pornography-on-children


● Porn alters the structure and development of immature brains. Studies
show that porn can damage a developing prefrontal cortex. The area of your
brain is critical for decision-making and impulse control—when damaged,
children are more likely to act impulsive and make rash decisions. Porn can
also damage the dopamine reward system, making it more difficult to find
excitement or fulfillment in healthy relationships.

● Viewing porn skews reality thanks to mirror neurons. Dr. Sharon Cooper,
a forensic pediatrician and faculty member at the University of North Carolina
School of Medicine, argues that children are more vulnerable to pornographic
images than adults because of mirror neurons in the brain. Mirror neurons
play an important role in how children learn and convince people that they are
actually experiencing what they see. Because these observed encounters
seem so real to children, they are likely to believe this is how sex and
relationships work in the real world—when that’s often far from the truth.

● Mainstream porn normalizes and reinforces sexist ideas and harmful
gender roles. Experts say that by age 10, gender stereotypes are established
in the minds of children. Considering the average age kids are exposed to
porn is between 9-11 years old, much of what they see can be cemented into
their long-lasting ideas on gender roles. Unfortunately, these images aren’t
usually positive. A study of adolescent porn use concluded that the major
messages presented by porn are male domination, hypermasculinity and
making male sexual pleasure the top priority. These stereotypes, when
pushed to the extreme, as they often are in porn, include men being
dominating, unemotional and controlling and women being submissive,
emotional and weak. When acted upon, these gender stereotypes can lead to
an increase in violent and risky behavior for boys and depression and
exposure to violence for girls.

The Dangers of Porn

The effects of porn on the brain can lead to real dangers and damages in the
present and long term. Surveys show that the earlier children are exposed to porn,
the more likely they will regularly view it and experience more of its effects and
dangers.

Here are a few of the potential dangers that come from early exposure to
porn:

https://surgicalneurologyint.com/surgicalint-articles/pornography-addiction-a-neuroscience-perspective/
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/public_interest/child_law/resources/child_law_practiceonline/child_law_practice/vol-33/may-2014/how-pornography-harms-children--the-advocate-s-role/
https://time.com/4948607/gender-stereotypes-roles/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/25350847/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/25350847/


● Porn can keep people from forming and maintaining healthy
relationships. Because porn skews children’s view of what a normal
relationship, sexually and otherwise, looks like, they are often bound to expect
things that aren’t reasonable or healthy from their partner. When these
expectations aren’t met or enforced without consent, one or both sides of the
relationship will fail.

Sexual violence is perpetuated by porn. A review of mainstream porn has shown
that  physical aggression occurred in 88.2% of scenes and verbal aggression in
48.7%. Men committed 70.3% of all aggressive acts and 94.4% of aggression was
directed toward women. This repetitive reinforcement of gender stereotypes,
violence and a male-centered narrative in pornography can lead to an increase in
sexual violence toward women in the future.

● Brains that have been rewired by viewing porn can lead to poor
decision-making. In relationships and beyond, desensitization to high
dopamine levels can make even the highest-best moments a little less
exciting. Plus, increased impulsivity means that when important decisions are
to be made, people are more likely to jump to conclusions than make an
informed decision.”

https://www.bark.us/blog/porn-dangers-damages/

I could have listed many more citations, but I felt like this was certainly enough for all
of you to get the idea of how dangerous obscene pornographic, inappropriate
material is for minor children. In my research, I have not seen any website or other
resource where there were positive outcomes from minor children being exposed to
pornographic material.

Therefore, I implore you to SUPPORT this bill and keep this pornographic material
away from our children. Their futures depend on you doing so.

Thank you for your courtesy and cooperation.

https://www.americanbar.org/groups/public_interest/child_law/resources/child_law_practiceonline/child_law_practice/vol-33/may-2014/how-pornography-harms-children--the-advocate-s-role/
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March 1, 2024 
 
The Honorable C.T. Wilson 
Chair 
House Economic Matters Committee 
Maryland House of Delegates 
231 Taylor House Office Building 
6 Bladen Street 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
 
RE: HB 1311 (McComas) - Criminal Law - Obscene Material - Device Filters.   
 
Dear Chair Wilson and Members of the Committee,  
 
On behalf of TechNet, I’m writing to offer comments on HB 1311 related to device 
filters.  
 
TechNet is the national, bipartisan network of technology CEOs and senior 
executives that promotes the growth of the innovation economy by advocating a 
targeted policy agenda at the federal and 50-state level.  TechNet’s diverse 
membership includes dynamic American businesses ranging from startups to the 
most iconic companies on the planet and represents over 4.2 million employees and 
countless customers in the fields of information technology, e-commerce, the 
sharing and gig economies, advanced energy, cybersecurity, venture capital, and 
finance.  TechNet has offices in Austin, Boston, Chicago, Denver, Harrisburg, 
Olympia, Sacramento, Silicon Valley, and Washington, D.C. 
 
While the intent of HB 1311 is laudable, we are concerned with the operational 
challenges this bill requires, as well as the subjective nature of terms within the 
legislation.  
 
Currently, there are many paid and free content filtering and blocking solutions 
available to the public that enable consumers to protect their families from illegal or 
inappropriate content.  These solutions are widely available as both integrated and 
independent solutions for a wide range of technologies.  Completely reliable 
identification, blocking, and filtering capabilities like the bill calls for, however, are 
not technologically feasible, and therefore compliance with HB 1311 would be 
difficult.  For example, an inevitable but unintended consequence of HB 1311 would 
be the inadvertent blocking of legal, non-obscene content, which would limit 
Maryland’s citizens access to legitimate information.  
 
Additionally, the legislation would place device manufacturers in the impossible 



  
 

 
 

 
 

role of deciding what content is obscene and whether or not it should be restricted, 
especially given the subjective nature of the definition of “obscene”.  If a private 
company inadvertently blocked lawful content, the company would face public 
backlash from website owners and users, including potential civil liability and 
monetary damages.  The courts, working closely with law enforcement, are the only 
lawful authority in the position to make these determinations. 
 
The bill also calls for “Reasonable Age Verification”.  Age-verification is a complex 
challenge for our industry to address and requires consideration of how to properly 
balance the interests of privacy and security.  Stringent age-verification 
requirements would require the collection of more personal information such as 
birthdates, addresses, and government IDs, which conflicts with data minimization 
principles.  Efforts are ongoing to develop more privacy protective ways to verify 
age online.  But until there are industry-wide tools available, age-verification will 
continue to have tradeoffs and be difficult to implement in practice.  Unfortunately, 
no system is infallible.  
 
The bill contains a private right of action, which encourages an abundance of 
frivolous lawsuits and costly litigation.  Companies should be focusing their 
resources on supporting digital citizenship and online safety education, as opposed 
to focusing time and resources on expensive and time-consuming litigation.   
 
Finally, products are not manufactured in a manner that tailors them to 
consumers living in a specific state.  Tablets and smart phones are the result of 
years-long design efforts, incredibly complicated international supply chains, 
mass production, and global shipping to consumers.  Manufacturers are unable to 
design operating systems on a state-by-state basis. 
 
Our members work with law enforcement, educational institutions, government 
agencies, and a wide range of organizations to provide consumer education to 
help protect children and adults from illegal and distasteful content on the internet. 
An educated consumer armed with technology is always the best protection against 
unwanted online interactions.  For the above state reasons, TechNet is opposed to 
this bill.  Thank you for your time and we look forward to continuing these 
discussions with you.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Margaret Durkin 
TechNet Executive Director, Pennsylvania & the Mid-Atlantic  
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TESTIMONY ON HB#/1311 - POSITION: UNFAVORABLE 

Criminal Law - Obscene Material - Device Filters 

TO: Chair Wilson, Vice Chair Crosby and members of the Economic Matters Committee 
FROM: Richard Keith Kaplowitz 

My name is Richard Keith Kaplowitz. I am a resident of District 3. I am submitting this 
testimony against HB#/1311, Criminal Law - Obscene Material - Device Filters  

This bill is another that seems to be supporting the conservative’s political agenda for control of 
the free expression of ideas and words that they object to. Because I am offended by something 
then you have no right to it, my opinion is the only one that counts when it comes to what your 
minors should be permitted to read or view. What gives them the right to censor for all, who makes 
the determination of what is or is not obscene? 

There are many excellent reasons to oppose this bill. The EveryLibrary Institute states “The 
effort to criminalize bona fide professions is happening alongside a movement to redefine what 
content of books, ebooks, and materials is considered obscene. The concept of what is 
appropriate or inappropriate is hotly debated at board meetings, on social media, and in the 
public square. The concept of “appropriateness” is often defined by the offended party 
rather than contemporary community standards. (Emphasis added) The “relevance” of a 
book to a topic or population should drive library collection development practices and material 
retention policies.” 1 

This bill is unnecessary and only serves to respond to a political agenda in which a small group 
wants to control the majority and suppress anything that troubles them for everyone else.  

I respectfully urge this committee to return an unfavorable report on HB#/1311. 

 

 
1 
https://assets.nationbuilder.com/votelibraries/pages/5762/attachments/original/1674613743/Opposing_Changes
_to_State_Obscenity_Laws_2023_-
_EveryLibrary_Institute_PB2.pdf?167461374398/Opposing_Changes_to_State_Obscenity_Laws_2023_-
_EveryLibrary_Institute_PB.pdf?1674485398 
 


