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The	Maryland	Ornithological	Society	MOS	strongly	supports	SB0405,	and	urges	the	
Committee	to	issue	a	favorable	report.		This	bill	would	require	the	State	to	develop	outdoor	
lighting	standards	that	take	into	consideration	environmental	risks,	and	would	forbid	use	of	
state	funds	to	install	or	replace	certain	outdoor	lights	(luminaires)	on	any	state	park,	trail,	
or	highway	that	did	not	meet	certain	standards.		These	standards	would	essentially	direct	
light	downward,	and	otherwise	mitigate	light	pollution.	
	
We	support	efforts	to	mitigate	light	pollution	because	it	contributes	to	death	of	millions	of	
birds	per	year	worldwide.		Light	pollution	can	interfere	with	migration,	blotting	out	the	
stars,	which	in	part	help	bird	to	migrate.		In	foggy	conditions,	artificial	light	can	lure	
migrating	birds,	causing	disorientation	and	collision.1		A	dramatic	case	occurred	in	Chicago	
at	McCormick	Place	Lakeside	Center	on	October	10,	2023.		Over	900	migrating	birds	were	
killed	flying	into	the	building	that	night,	in	part,	due	to	bright,	unshielded	light.2	
	
Aside	from	mass	killings,	and	migration	going	awry,	light	pollution	has	prompted	some	
species	to	nest	as	much	as	a	month	earlier	than	typical.	This	can	lead	to	a	disconnect	
between	when	chicks	hatch,	and	when	insect	prey	emerges.	This	can	reduce	the	fledging	of	
young,	is	sufficient	food	is	not	available	for	chicks.3		
	

	
1	Light	Pollution	Threatens	Birds	across	the	World,	Convention	on	the	Conservation	
of	Migratory	Species	of	Wild	Animals,	Bonn,	14	Ma7	2022,	
https://www.cms.int/en/news/world-migratory-bird-day-light-pollution-
threatens-birds-across-world-solutions-are-readily	
2	Sottie,	Zoe,	More	than	1,000	birds	killed	in	one	night	after	hitting	the	same	Chicago	
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3	Henry,	Rachel,	Noise	and	Light	Pollution	From	Humans	Alter	Bird	Reproduction,	
NASA,	Global	Climate	Change,	December	3,	2020.	
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Curiously,	the	Maryland	General	Assembly	instituted	a	task	force	to	study	lighting	efficiency	
and	light	pollution	in	Maryland.		That	task	force	recognized	light	pollution	as	a	threat	to	
migrating	birds.4			It is not clear which, if any, of the task force recommendations have been 
implemented. 
	
Birds	crashing	into	buildings	is	a	well	known	problem	in	Maryland.		Lights	Out	Baltimore	
has	documented	over	7000	birds	dead	or	injured	in	Baltimore	since	2008,	rescuing	2500	
birds	and	127	bats.5		An	average	of	450	birds	are	found	per	year.		Multiple	this	across	the	
landscape	to	grasp	the	scale	of	carnage	from	collisions.		Up	to	a	billion	birds	per	year	from	
collisions	with	windows.6	
	
North	America	has	lost	almost	30%	of	its	birds	since	1970.7	Reducing	light	pollution	will	
help	mitigate	one	of	the	many	threats	faces	by	our	declining	bird	populations.		MOS	as	the	
Committee	to	issue	a	favorable	report	for	SB0405.	
	
Sincerely,			
	

	
	
Kurt	R.	Schwarz	
Conservation	Chair	Emeritus	
Maryland	Ornithological	Society	
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