
 

 

 

“To advance Dorchester County through educating, promoting and growing a strong business community.” 

 

 

 

March 20, 2024 
 

House Bill 864 - Energy Efficiency and Conservation Plans 
Education, Energy and the Environment Committee 
2 W Miller Senate Office Building 
Annapolis, MD  21401  
 

RE: Opposition to HB 864 by Delegates Crosby & Qi: 
Energy Efficiency and Conservation Plans 
 
Dear Chair Feldman: 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Board of Directors of the Dorchester Chamber of Commerce to 
offer to request an unfavorable finding for HB 864. 
 
The bill adds Choptank Electric Cooperative (Choptank) to the EmPOWER program for the 
first time.  Choptank is a small electric distribution company, and this change will cause 
electric bills for families to increase by $200-$400 per year.  The EmPOWER surcharge will 
have to be set somewhere between $20 and $35 per month, which will be an 18% increase 
on an average residential electric bill. 
 
Choptank serves some of the lowest income areas of the state.  While they provide service in 
9 counties, they are in the most rural portions of those counties, with an average of only 8 
customers per mile.  Choptank is a not-for-profit company formed to serve families and farm 
businesses left behind by for-profit electric companies in the 1930s.  All the revenue to run 
the cooperative comes from the member-owners.   
 
This increase would create a significant hardship for their members.  
 
For the reasons listed above we request an Unfavorable Report on House Bill 864. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this matter. Should you require any further information or 
clarification, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
 
William A. Christopher 
President/CEO 
 

DORCHESTER CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, INC. 
306 High Street, Cambridge, MD  21613 

410-228-3575 

info@dorchesterchamber.org 

www.dorchesterchamber.org 

 

 

 

 
2024 Board of Directors 
 

Kevin Hill 

Chairman 

Hill-Kimmel Contracting 
 

Blake Whitten 

Chairman Elect & Treasurer 

Whitten Retirement Solutions 
 

Jennifer Layton 

Immediate Past Chairman 

Layton’s Chance Vineyard 

and Winery 
 

Max Fryer 

Past Chairman & Vice 

Chairman 
Folger Nolan  

Fleming Douglas 
 

Danielle Johnson 

Vice Chairman 

Johnson’s Cleaning Services 
 

Caitlin Cannon 

Koski Enterprises 
 

Dominic Deluca 

DELCO Packaging Products 
 

Paul Dendorfer 

Blue Ruin 
 

Beth Hancock 

Regal Rexnord Corporation | 

Cambridge Engineered 
Solutions  
 

Brandon Hesson 

City of Cambridge 
 

Sherri Hobbs-Messick 

University of Maryland 
Shore Regional Health 
 

Omeaka Jackson 

Harvesting Hope Youth and 
Family Services 
 

Camila (Cam) Lopez 

Cambridge Super Soda 
 

Shane Nicolopoulos 

Hyatt Regency Chesapeake 
Bay Golf Resort, Spa, & 

Marina 
 

Eleanor Siri-Andoson 

Siri Premier Eyecare 
 

Blaine Williamson 

McClain-Williamson Realty 
 

Lisa Roberts Windsor 

ZSTS Law Group 


