
Senator Katie Fry Hester
Legislative District 09
Howard and Montgomery Counties

Chair, Joint Committee on 
Cybersecurity, Information Technology 
and Biotechnology

Testimony in Support of 
SB0978:  

Election Synthetic Media   
  

February 21, 2024

Testimony in Support of 
SB0978:  

Election Synthetic Media   
  

February 21, 2024



“Voting this Tuesday only 
enables the Republicans 
in their quest to elect 
Donald Trump again. 
Your vote makes a 
difference in November, 
not this Tuesday.”

AI- Opportunities & Threats

 

- Transcript of robocall mocking Joe Biden’s voice



AI- Elections

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1NXWoaormBaqUI3DmhvErxTFVVXo4pF54/preview


State Legislation on Deepfakes in Elections

Bill Status States Enacted

Enacted 5 states (CA, TX, MI, MN, WA)

Passed in 2024 1 state (NM)

Various stages of process (Filed, 
First Reading, Referred to 

Committee, Passed One Chamber)

7 states (SD, IL, IN, MA, OK, UT, 
VA)

Introduced in 2023 7 states (IL, NH, NJ, NY, OH, SC, 
WI)

Introduced in 2024 26 states (incl. AZ, CO, FL, HI, ID, 
UT, WV, & more)





Requires:
1. Incorporation of identification and disclaimer 

requirements for any political advertisement or 
communication

2. Submission of the unaltered material to the 
state board of elections 1 business day before 
the altered material is disseminated to the public

Establishes: 
1. Criminal and civil penalties for violations 
2. A mechanism for individuals harmed by 

violations to seek damages

SB 978 
Emergency Measure: 
➔ This is an emergency bill - 

ensuring it will go into effect in 
time for the upcoming 2024 
election cycle. 


