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BiLL NUMBER: Senate Bill 508
SHORT TITLE: Hunting — Nonresident Sika Deer Stamp — Fee Alteration

DEPARTMENT’S POSITION: SUPPORT

EXPLANATION OF DEPARTMENT’S POSITION

The Department supports Senate Bill 508 because it will increase hunting license revenue for the
Department of Natural Resources Wildlife and Heritage Service. Revenue generated from the sale of
hunting licenses and associated stamps is vital for the department to fulfill its mission of managing
wildlife for the Maryland public. The increased revenue generated from SB 508 is also eligible for
matching federal funds from the Pittman-Robertson Wildlife Restoration Act which provides $3.00 of
federal funds for every $1.00 of hunting license/stamp sales. The department also supports SB 508
because it adjusts the price for the sika deer hunting stamp to be more comparable to what other states
charge non-resident hunters for unique hunting opportunities similar to Maryland’s sika deer.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The sika deer hunting stamp was created in 2023 and is required for hunting sika deer in Maryland.
Resident hunters are charged $10.00 for the stamp while non-resident hunters are charged $25.00. For
each stamp sold, the department is also eligible to receive $30.00 in matching federal funds for resident
stamps and $75.00 for non-resident stamps. Approximately 3,200 non-resident stamps were sold during
the 2023-2024 hunting season. While it is difficult to determine exactly how much revenue will be
generated by the stamp price increase, it is projected the change could result in up to $300,000 in
additional special and federal funds for the agency.

There is no other place in North America to hunt wild sika deer. As a result, it is not possible to compare
stamp prices directly with other jurisdictions. However, non-resident prices for hunting other limited-
opportunity species in other states can easily cost several hundred to several thousand dollars. Hunters
currently travel from across North America to pursue sika deer in the marshes on the Eastern Shore.

BILL EXPLANATION

SB 508 raises the price of a non-resident sika deer hunting stamp from $25.00 to $100.00.
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February 13, 2024

Senate Bill 508 — Hunting - Nonresident Sika Deer Stamp - Fee Alteration

Dear Chairman Feldman and Members of the Committee,

| am writing to introduce Senate Bill 508. This legislation would increase the nonresident sika deer
stamp fee from $25 to $100.

Last year, the General Assembly passed legislation which adjusted Maryland’s hunting license and
stamp fees for the first time in decades. This legislation also created a new stamp for hunting sika
deer. In addition to the new revenue generated by these stamps, this also gave us data on how many
people are hunting sika deer in our State for the first time.

| continue to hear from Maryland residents who want to hunt sika deer that it is difficult to do so due
to the level of demand from out-of-state hunters. This is true, not only in terms of finding land for
hunting, but also other elements of our infrastructure, such as parking at public lands which are open
for hunting. According to data from the Department of Natural Resources, of the 12,737 individuals
who have purchased a sika deer stamp by the end of December, 3,030 of them or 24% were
nonresidents.

Senate Bill 508 raises the sika deer stamp fee for nonresidents in order to provide Maryland hunters
with more preferential treatment in hunting this Maryland resource. It will also provide additional
revenue to DNR, which will be subject to a 3-to-1 federal match in accordance with the Pittman-
Robertson Wildlife Restoration Act and ultimately be reinvested in our State’s natural resources.

It is important to note that this legislation will have no effect on Maryland hunters. As outlined in the
bill, residents will continue to pay the $10 stamp fee that was established in law last year.

| respectfully request a favorable report on Senate Bill 508. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

/4/0,7

Senator Jack Bailey
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SUPPORT

Senate Bill 508 (Hunting — Nonresident Sika Deer Stamp — Fee Alternation)

the State and local level. Few realize that hunters underwrite almost 100% of all wildlife management

and research costs through their purchase of hunting licenses, stamps, and equipment. For the record:
(1) hunters do so willingly b/c of American System of Conservation Funding, a user-pay model celebrating
its 85" Anniversary which also underscores the noble story of hunters as America’s original conservationists;
and (2) hunting in Maryland is a powerful economic engine as noted in the link below.

The HUNTERS OF MARYLAND, LLC represent the interests of Maryland’s hunting community at both

https://sportsmensalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/2020-Economic-Impact-of-Hunting-and-
Shooting-Technical-Report-V2.pdf

Steve Keithley, Founder (301/785-4774 [sssbkeith@comcast.net])
William R. Miles, Advocate (443/404-7449 [billmilesmd@comcast.net])

HONORABLE BRIAN J. FELDMAN
CHAIR, SENATE EDUCATION, ENERGY & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

HONORABLE MEMBERS:

The HUNTERS OF MARYLAND, LLC support Senate Bill 508 which would increase the nonresident
licensing fee for Sika deer hunting in Maryland from $25 to $100. Sika deer inhabit the Lower Eastern
Shore counties, with the reported highest density located in the marshes and wetlands of southern
Dorchester County.

Sika deer have become highly prized by hunters, both resident and nonresidents alike. The proposed
fee increase for Sika deer hunting in Maryland will not negate hunters’ quest for Sika deer. The
byproduct: more dollars for the DNR administered State Wildlife Management and Protection Fund,
aka, 810-209 NR. The purpose of the Fund “is to finance the scientific investigation, protection,
propagation, and management of wildlife.”

Notably, it's Maryland’s hunting community — not taxpayers —that underwrite the lion’s share of wildlife
management/research costs. These added dollars — should SB 508 become enacted — will measurably
help in these efforts.
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