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Testimony in support of SB 893,

Siting requirements for Crematories

Education, Energy and the Environment Committee

Citizens along the York Road corridor have been trying to have their concerns 
about air quality in their neighborhood heard for three years. Because of 
environmental concerns, the York Road Partnership and other parties have 
been opposing a crematory proposed by the Vaughn Greene Funeral Home. 
No matter what it’s called, a crematory is an incinerator. Aware of the dangers 
posed by existing incinerators, the Baltimore City Council has passed a law 
prohibiting the use of new incinerators within the city limits. Nevertheless, the 
zoning board granted permission claiming that a crematory is not an 
incinerator.

The community appealed this decision to the Circuit Court and failed. It seems 
that both the zoning board and the Circuit Court have made the absurd 
argument that because the community surrounding Vaughn Greene is already 
subject to air pollution a little more won’t hurt. Tell that to Cindy Camp, one of 
the residents involved, whose grandchild suffers from asthma, as do a large 
number of other children who live in the surrounding community, part of the 
“Black Butterfly.”

Because of this lack of concern for the health of citizens of Baltimore, I urge 
the committee to support SB 893 which will prohibit new crematoriums within 
1000 feet of homes.

Carol A Rice

406 Northway

Baltimore, MD 21218
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Testimony of Cindy Camp 
IN FAVOR OF SB893 

Senate Education, Energy and Environment Committee 
February 24, 2024 

 
 
My name is Cindy Camp and I live within 200 feet of a proposed human crematorium 
incinerator at the Vaughn Greene Funeral Home in Baltimore. I am a 56-year-old 
woman diagnosed with an autoimmune disease. I live with my mom and my brother. My 
brother is a 60-year-old individual confined to bed. He has bronchitis and several other 
health issues. My mom is 88 years old, and she also suffers with asthma, and 
complains of shortness of breath.  
 
My community has some of the highest rates of asthma and COPD in the state.  And it 
is very disappointing that MDE has said they would not consider neighborhood health 
disparities before approving a crematorium in our neighborhood. We are a densely 
packed neighborhood. With a crematorium being so close to people's homes this is very 
scary. We have several schools in the area and a major concern for me is this the 
increased air pollution that will expose children playing outdoors and attending outdoor 
events. We often have cookouts and graduation parties.  
 
We heard expert testimony during the hearings about the kind of pollution that 
crematorium incinerators produce. I believe the testimony provided by our experts left 
no doubt that the particulates and toxic chemicals released in an area with already high 
air pollution and health disparities is a danger to everyone who lives in this community.  
 
I don't believe anyone in the State of Maryland should have to live next to an incinerator.  
So, I support Senate Bill 893, for the protection of our neighborhood and the health of 
the environment. 
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     Councilman Mark Conway 
     Baltimore City Council Fourth District 
     ———————————–––————————————————— 
     100 N. Holliday Street, Suite 550 • Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
     (410) 396-4830 • mark.conway@baltimorecity.gov  
       
 
TO: Chair Brian J. Feldman; Vice Chair Cheryl C. Kagan; members of the Education, Energy and 
the Environment Committee 
FROM: Mark Conway (District 4, Baltimore City Council; Chair, Public Safety and Government 
Operations Committee) 
RE: SB893 (Environment - Siting Requirements for Crematories and Crematory Incinerators - Areas 
III and IV) 
POSITION: SUPPORT 
 
Honorable Chair Feldman, Vice Chair Kagan, and members of the committee, 
 
I am writing today in strong support of SB893 (Environment - Siting Requirements for Crematories 
and Crematory Incinerators - Areas III and IV), which would add a 1000-foot setback for crematories 
from homes, schools, and daycares. This requirement would safeguard the environment and public 
health of communities across Maryland, including the ones I am honored to represent in north and 
northeast Baltimore City. 
 
Crematories emit harmful smoke and pollutants into the air that pose a serious risk to communities1. 
These can include PM 2.5 particles, which are so hazardous to human health that the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) recently announced plans to toughen standards. In contrast, 
the Maryland Department of the Environment has left regulations on crematories the same since 1991, 
even as science and our understanding of the impact pollution has on the environment and humans 
has significantly developed. 
 
Combined with the effects of climate change on temperatures, increased pollution can result in more 
diagnoses of chronic respiratory diseases. The University of Maryland Medical System describes 
asthma as “reach[ing] epidemic levels” in Baltimore, with almost half of city schools reporting higher 
prevalence rates than the national average2. 20% of Baltimore’s children (compared to 9% nationally) 
are estimated to have asthma. The Greater Govans community statistical area in my district was in the 
second-highest category for youth asthma-related emergency room visits in 2016 (the most recent year 
for which data is available)3. 
 

 
1 Caitlyn Hauke, “The Environmental Impact and Potential Human Health Effects of Cremation”, Green Burial Council, 
https://www.greenburialcouncil.org/environmental_impact_cremation.html 
2 “Asthma FAQs”, University of Maryland Medical Center, https://www.umms.org/childrens/health-services/pediatric-
pulmonology-allergy-sleep/breathmobile/asthma-faqs 
3 Sarah LaFave, “The Unequal Burden of Pediatric Asthma: A Call for an Equity-Driven, Multimodal, Public Health 
Approach to Asthma in Baltimore”, Abell Foundation, 
https://abell.org/sites/default/files/files/2020_Abell_pediatric%20asthma_FINAL-web%20(dr).pdf 



 

 

With our knowledge and the increased popularity of cremation, now is the time to impose pragmatic 
limits to ensure funeral homes have the flexibility to cater to this growing market while not imperiling 
Marylanders. I urge a favorable report. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mark S. Conway, Jr. 
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Bluewater Baltimore * CASA * Clean Water Action * 
Chesapeake Climate Action Network * Climate Justice 
Wing of Maryland Legislative Coalition * Indivisible 
Howard County * Unitarian Universalist Legislative 

Ministry of Maryland * 
 

 

SB 893 Environment - Siting Requirements for Crematories 

and Crematory Incinerators - Areas III and IV 

Education Energy and Environment Committee 

February 27, 2024 

 

 
Position: Favorable 
 

The above organizations urge your support of legislation to require a 1,000-foot setback for new 
crematorium incinerators from homes, schools, and daycares. This measure will ensure the 
availability of cremation services while protecting the health of nearby residents and vulnerable 
populations.  
 
Crematoriums are incinerators but lack pollution monitors and emission controls and operate 
under outdated Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) regulations, last updated in 
1991. Crematories emit mercury, hydrochloric acid, heavy metals, dioxins, furans and small 
particulate matter into the air. MDE does not require stack tests or monitor emissions.  
 
Further, because of the increased demand for cremation (it is cheaper than burial), there is an 
increase in new crematorium incinerators proposed – including in Anne Arundel, Prince 
George’s, Baltimore, Carroll, Harford and Frederick counties. 
 
Alarmingly, funeral homes seek to add these crematories to their neighborhood-based funeral 
homes meaning a large increase in these small incinerators and the emissions from poorly 
regulated and monitored pollution located in residential neighborhoods – all over the state. 
 
Because current regulations are inadequate, we urge you to support this simple and reasonable 
fix to protect our neighborhoods and our health, especially the most vulnerable to additional air 
pollution.  
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Chairman Brian Feldman  
Vice Chair Cheryl Kagan 
Senate Educa7on, Energy and Environment Commi;ee 
Maryland General Assembly 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
 
Honorable Chair and Vice Chair and Members of the Commi;ee, 
 
I write as the Secretary of the Lake Evesham Community Associa7on which includes 500 members here 
in north Bal7more.   
 
I urge a favorable vote for SB893, which would require a 1000-foot setback for new crematorium 
incinerators from homes, schools, and daycares. This commonsense measure will ensure the availability 
of crema7on services while protec7ng the health of nearby residents and vulnerable popula7ons.  
 
As you may know, crematoriums are incinerators that lack pollu5on monitors and emission controls 
and operate under outdated Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) regula5ons that were 
last updated in 1991. Crematories frequently incinerate medical devices, implanted in bodies, that 
contain hazardous chemicals, plas5cs, metals, pharmaceu5cals, and baFeries. The exis5ng COMAR 
rules related to crematories do not adequately address the emission burden created by the 
destruc5on of these devices during crema5on.  
 
As direct crema5on is more cost effec5ve than direct burial, Maryland is experiencing an increase in 
new crematorium incinerator proposals – including in the jurisdic5ons where there are already 
clusters (Anne Arundel, Prince George’s, Bal5more, Carroll, Harford, and Frederick). 
 
Our community is concerned that funeral homes are seeking to add these crematories to their 
neighborhood-based funeral homes. This will lead to a large increase in the number of small 
incinerators located in residen5al neighborhoods throughout Maryland. 
 
Neighbors throughout North Bal5more’s York Road community are united in our opposi5on to a 
proposed new crematorium incinerator at a funeral home in our densely populated and racially 
diverse neighborhood. Many homes sit within 150 feet of the proposed new pollu5on source. The 
blocks directly surrounding the funeral home consist largely of African American residents that have 
experienced elevated levels of asthma, COPD and other diseases causally related to air pollu5on. 
Placing a new crematory incinerator in this neighborhood would likely have detrimental effects on 
our neighbors’ health and well-being.  
 
Because current regula5ons are inadequate, we urge you to support this simple and reasonable fix 
to protect our neighborhoods and the health of Maryland residents who are already suffering from 
the exis5ng effects of air pollu5on.  
 
Sincerely, 
Joel Carlin  
Lake Evesham Community Associa5on 
 



Cc: Members of the Commi;ee 
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TESTIMONY OF KAREN DECAMP,  
REPRESENTING THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF 

THE YORK ROAD PARTNERSHIP, BALTIMORE, MD 
 

SENATE EDUCATION, ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE  
FEBRUARY 27, 2024 

 
Honorable Chair and Vice Chair and Members of the Committee, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify. I write as the former President 
and current Secretary of the Board of the York Road Partnership in 
Baltimore, which is an all-volunteer coalition of 30 neighborhoods, 
churches, schools, non-profits and institutions.  
 
I urge a favorable vote for SB893, which would require a 1000 foot 
setback for new crematorium incinerators from homes, schools, and 
daycares. This common sense measure will ensure the availability of 
cremation services while protecting the health of nearby residents and 
vulnerable populations.  
 
We don’t oppose cremation, but we urge the General Assembly to get 
ahead of the rapid growth of neighborhood-based crematories and 
make this simple fix to locate these incinerators a reasonable distance 
from homes and schools.  
 
Crematoriums are incinerators but lack pollution monitors and emission 
controls and operate under outdated Maryland Department of the 
Environment (MDE) regulations, last updated in 1991. Crematories emit 
mercury, hydrochloric acid, heavy metals, dioxins, furans and small particulate 
matter into the air. MDE does not require stack tests or monitor emissions.  
 
Further, because of the increased demand for cremation (it is cheaper than 
burial), we are seeing an increase in new crematorium incinerators proposals 
– including in the jurisdictions where there are already clusters (Anne 
Arundel, Prince George’s, Baltimore, Carroll, Harford and Frederick). 
 
Most alarming is that because funeral homes seek to add these crematories at 
their neighborhood-based funeral homes, we could be looking at a large 
increase in futures years in these small incinerators located in residential 
neighborhoods – all over the state. 
 
Here in north Baltimore’s York Road community, neighbors are united across a 
stark racial divide to fight a proposed new crematorium incinerator at a 
funeral home in a densely packed neighborhood with many homes 150 feet 
from this proposed new pollution source. The blocks directly around the 
funeral home, majority Black, already have elevated levels of asthma, COPD 
and other diseases causally related to air pollution. This is perhaps one of the 
worst places to place a new crematory incinerator. 
 
Please protect Maryland’s neighborhoods with this very reasonable bill. 
 

 
York Road Partnership is membership 
network of 30+ neighborhoods and 
affiliates promoting the vitality of 
Baltimore City’s York Road community 
as a desirable urban environment in 
which to live, shop, work and worship. 
 
President 
Christopher Forrest 
Winston Govans 
 
Vice President 
Phyllis Gilmore 
Woodbourne-McCabe 
 
Treasurer 
Carol Rice 
Guilford 
 
Recording Secretary 
Karen DeCamp  
Radnor-Winston 
 
Corresponding Secretary 
Christopher Pisano 
Homeland 
 
At-Large Members 
 
Cindy Camp 
Richnor Springs 
 
Steve Davis 
Wilson Park 
 
Stephanie Geller 
Community Wealth Builders 
 
Leila Kohler-Frueh 
Habitat for Humanity of the 
Chesapeake 
 
Committee Chairs 
 
Business Engagement 
Christopher Forrest 
 
Housing and Neighborhood 
Revitalization 
Donna Blackwell & Dan Pontious 
 
Public Safety 
Christopher Forrest   
 
Public Space and Greening 
Helene Perry & Kyra McDonnell  
 
 
401 Woodbourne Ave 
Baltimore MD 21212 
yorkroadpartnership@gmail.com 
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TESTIMONY OF LISA M. POLYAK  
SCIENCE ADVISOR TO THE YORK ROAD PARTNERSHIP, BALTIMORE, MD 

SUPPORTING SB893 - SENATE EDUCATION, ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE HEARING 
FEBRUARY 27, 2024 

 
Senator Feldman, Senator Kagan, and Members of the Commi ee, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to tes fy.  I am an environmental engineer and public health scien st. For the last 35 
years I have worked for the Army Medical Command and the Defense Health Agency evalua ng environmental health 
exposures for U.S. Servicemembers sta oned in the US and around the world.  Today, I am appearing in a private 
capacity as the Science Advisor to the York Road Partnership in Bal more.   
 
I urge a favorable vote for SB893. 
 
I want to make 4 points about why this bill is good science and good policy. 
 
1. Demand for crema on has risen drama cally in the last 20 years due to necessity and cost.  The Maryland State 

Funeral Directors Associa on reports that 52% of Marylanders needing a er-death care chose crema on rather than 
burial.  This demand is reflected in the 116 air permits issued for crematory incinerators by the Maryland 
Department of the Environment (MDE).  According to MDE records, air permit applica ons for human crematories 
have doubled in the last 10 years in Maryland.  
 

2. There are no Federal air quality regula ons governing the opera on of crematory incinerators; and  MDE regula ons 
on crematories have not been updated in over 30 years (since 1991).  Further, having reviewed a majority of the 
crematory air permits issued by MDE – I can tell you that there are no permit obliga ons to perform a stack test or to 
measure stack emissions to iden fy what kinds of pollutants are emi ed, or to measure whether emissions meet the 
lone crematory emission standard for par culate ma er that appears in COMAR. 

 

3. Unlike regular incinerators, crematory incinerators have no emission controls, and no monitors that measure how 
much pollu on comes out of the exhaust stack.  The only op onal device that some crematories are equipped with 
is a smoke detector – like the kind you have in your kitchen – that alarms when smoke in the exhaust stack is too 
dark or too dense.   

 
4. Opponents of this bill state that crema on poses no health risks – that the stack exhaust only contains carbon 

dioxide and water vapor.  We know that this is not true because the American Medical Associa on es mates that 
10% of Americans have a medical device implanted in their body during their life me.  Things like pacemakers, 
defibrillators, drug dispensers, vascular stents, synthe c joints, prosthe c limbs, cosme c implants and dental fillings 
which are not removed before crema on.  Opposi on tes mony to this bill cites a report by the Crema on 
Associa on of North America sta ng, 

 

“Addi onally there may be pieces of metal in the cremated remains – this metal may come from surgical implants 
like hip replacements, dental fillings, casket handles, or jewelry that was not removed prior to crema on”. 

 
Crematories are processing much more than just human remains.  Crematories are not designed to incinerate these 
materials – and because of the lack of pollu on control – will just emit the par ally burned remnants of these 
devices in the stack exhaust and out into the neighborhoods surrounding the incinerator.   
 

Because of the lack of updated regula ons, the lack of emission control and monitoring, and the increasing presence of 
medical devices and synthe c materials during crema on – a setback from homes and vulnerable popula ons is a 
simple, no cost protec on for public health that permits the crema on industry to con nue to provide a valuable 
service. 



Guilford Assoc Support of Senate Bill 893_022624.p
Uploaded by: Patrick Nolan
Position: FAV



 
 
Chairman Brian Feldman  
Vice Chair Cheryl Kagan 
Senate EducaƟon, Energy and Environment CommiƩee 
Maryland General Assembly 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
 
Honorable Chair and Vice Chair and Members of the CommiƩee, 
 
I urgently write as the President of the Guilford AssociaƟon, which includes 800 residences here in north 
BalƟmore City.   
 
I strongly request a favorable vote for Senate Bill 893 that would require a 1,000-foot setback for new 
crematorium incinerators from homes, schools and daycare faciliƟes. This prudent measure will ensure the 
availability of cremaƟon services while protecƟng the health of nearby residents and vulnerable populaƟons.  
 
Crematoriums are incinerators but lack polluƟon monitors and emission controls and operate under outdated 
Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) regulaƟons, which were last updated more than 30 years 
ago. Crematories emit mercury, heavy metals, hydrochloric acid, dioxins, furans, volaƟle organic compounds 
(VOCs), and small parƟculate maƩer into the air. MDE does not require stack tests or monitor emissions.  
 
Because of the increased demand for cremaƟon, which is much cheaper than burial, there is an increase in 
new crematorium incinerator proposals – including in the jurisdicƟons where there are already clusters (Anne 
Arundel, BalƟmore, Carroll, Frederick, Harford, and Prince George’s CounƟes). 
 
Most disconcerƟng is that because funeral homes seek to add these crematories at their neighborhood-based 
funeral homes, we could be looking at a large increase in future years of these small incinerators located in 
residenƟal neighborhoods – all over our state. 
 
Here in north BalƟmore’s York Road community, neighbors are united across a stark racial divide to fight a 
proposed new crematorium incinerator at a funeral home in a densely packed neighborhood with many 
homes 150 feet from this proposed new polluƟon source. The blocks directly around the funeral home, 
majority Black populaƟon, already have elevated levels of asthma, COPD and other diseases causally related 
to air polluƟon. This locaƟon is one of the worst places to place a new crematory incinerator. 
 
Because of inadequate current regulaƟons, we urge you to support this simple and reasonable fix to protect 
our neighborhoods and our health, especially the most vulnerable, to unnecessary, addiƟonal air polluƟon.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Emily Brennan, President 
Guilford AssociaƟon, Inc. 
 
cc: Members of the CommiƩee 
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TESTIMONY OF SANDI McFADDEN
COMMUNITY SCHOOL COORDINATOR FOR THE GOVANS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL IN BALTIMORE, MD

SUPPORTING SB893
SENATE EDUCATION, ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE HEARING

FEBRUARY 27, 2024

Senator Feldman, Senator Kagan, and Committee Members

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. My name is Sandi McFadden and I support SB 893. I am the

Community School Coordinator for the Govans Elementary School in Balmore where I serve as a liaison
between the school, the neighborhood, the community, and the City. A foundational principle of
Community Schools is that there must be connected and coordination among the community elements
that affect a child’s welfare.

I am concerned that environmental policy in Maryland has become a stand-alone entity that is

disconnected from its mission to protect the environment for the health and well-being of Marylanders.

Our community has worked with city and state authorities to bring investment for revitalization, public

safety, greening, and commercial activity into neighborhoods that have suffered from redlining and
disinvestment. These efforts have led to a 39% decrease in vacant homes, two new 21st Century
Schools, and a Healthy Neighborhood designation.

Current environmental regulations will allow a crematory incinerator to be placed in the heart of our

neighborhood – less than 200 feet from our homes - prioritizing the interest of a single business owner
over 2 decades of coordinated effort to restore our community. These crematories have none of the
emission controls or pollution monitors that MDE requires on larger incinerators. They will create a
health burden as well as a disincentive to prospective homeowners or businesses. No one wants an
incinerator in their backyard.

Creating a 1,000 foot buffer for crematories is a no cost, common sense solution. It permits crematory

businesses to exist, protects the health of the community, and preserves the hard-earned revitalization



of our neighborhoods.
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8800 Harford Road, Parkville, Maryland 21234 – (410) 665 - 9444 

3 Newport Drive, Forrest hill, Maryland 21050 – (410) 893 - 7575 

16924 York Road, Monkton, Maryland 21111 – (410) 343 - 3000 
            

February 23rd, 2024 
   

To the Honorable Members of the Maryland Senate,      

I am reaching out to express my firm opposi�on to the proposed bills, SB-893 – AN ACT 
concerning Environment – Si�ng Requirements for Crematories and Crematory Incinerators – Areas III 
and IV. I wish to have this leter entered as tes�mony on my behalf. 

As the owner of funeral homes and crematories in Maryland, I am deeply concerned about the 
poten�al nega�ve impact of this legisla�on on our ability to provide dignified death care services to 
families across the state. The provisions outlined in these bills, par�cularly the proposed prohibi�on on 
loca�ng new crematories within 1,000 feet of certain proper�es such as assisted living facili�es, 
proper�es serving children, and residen�al proper�es, are unnecessary and could have far-reaching 
consequences for our industry. 

Many funeral homes, like mine, have been family-owned and operated for genera�ons, 
becoming integral parts of the community's history and culture. Funeral homes play a vital role in the 
social, cultural, and emo�onal well-being of the communi�es they serve, earning them a place of 
significance and respect. These bills would push future funeral homes further outside of the 
communi�es they are trying to serve. A crematory within a funeral home offers several prac�cal, 
logis�cal advantages, enhancing the overall service and provides a comfor�ng experience to the families.   

While I understand the desire to address concerns about proximity to sensi�ve proper�es, I 
believe these restric�ons are based on misconcep�ons and lack of scien�fic evidence to warrant such 
regula�ons. Implemen�ng such restric�ve setback requirements would severely limit communi�es' 
ability to establish new crematories, poten�ally forcing families to travel longer distances, increasing 
costs, and adding even more emo�onal strain for families. 

Moreover, these setback requirements might be perceived as discriminatory toward the funeral 
and crematory sector. Crema�on stands as a crucial facet of end-of-life care, favored by numerous 
Maryland residents. If our concern is truly about health and the environment, why not target home 
furnaces, vehicles, trucks, factories, restaurants, and any other sources emi�ng exhaust? We operate 
under full government regula�on and scru�ny. We self-test, our manufacturers test, and the state tests 
our crematories on a regular basis. If there were genuine health concerns, wouldn't inspectors or health 
professionals have uncovered them by now? Should my employees and other crematory operators be 
worried? The crux of the mater is this: perhaps some individuals fear death and prefer not to reside or 
work near funeral homes or crematories. Due to those fears, health impacts are being used as a pretext. 
Some individuals are uncomfortable with death and the proximity to these establishments doesn't give 
them the right to control what any owner can do on a properly zoned property. 



Furthermore, the scien�fic basis for manda�ng these setback distances is ques�onable at best. 
There is no conclusive evidence sugges�ng that crematories pose significant environmental or health 
risks to nearby proper�es, considering that we operate under established safety and emissions 
standards. Enforcing arbitrary setback requirements could create unnecessary barriers for businesses 
and communi�es looking to establish new crematories without providing tangible benefits. 

In conclusion, I strongly urge you to oppose this bill and consider alterna�ve approaches that 
strike a balance between community needs and the interests of the death care industry. Rather than 
imposing overly restric�ve measures, I recommend focusing on exis�ng regula�ons and enforcement 
mechanisms to ensure that crematories operate safely and responsibly while maintaining accessibility to 
essen�al services for all Maryland residents. 

Thank you for your aten�on to this mater, and I trust that you will consider my perspec�ve and 
the concerns of other stakeholders when delibera�ng and vo�ng on these two bills. Please contact me 
directly if you have any ques�ons. If anyone would like to tour our crematory in Forest Hill, please do not 
hesitate to ask. Educa�on is crucial in making an informed decision. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Charles F. Evans, Jr. 

President 
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‭The Maryland Department of the Environment‬
‭Secretary Serena McIlwain‬

‭Senate Bill 893‬

‭Environment – Siting Requirements for Crematories and Crematory‬
‭Incinerators – Areas III and IV‬

‭Position:‬‭Oppose‬
‭Committee‬‭:‬‭Education, Energy, and the Environment‬‭Committee‬
‭Date:‬‭February 27, 2024‬
‭From:‬‭Hadley Anthony‬

‭The Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE)‬‭OPPOSES‬‭SB 893.‬

‭Bill Summary‬

‭Senate‬ ‭Bill‬ ‭893‬ ‭would‬ ‭prohibit‬ ‭human‬ ‭crematories‬ ‭from‬ ‭being‬ ‭located‬ ‭within‬ ‭1000‬ ‭feet‬ ‭of‬ ‭a‬ ‭residence,‬ ‭a‬
‭school,‬‭or‬‭certain‬‭care-related‬‭facilities‬‭in‬‭the‬‭Baltimore‬‭and‬‭District‬‭of‬‭Columbia‬‭metropolitan‬‭areas‬‭(Areas‬‭III‬
‭and‬ ‭IV).‬ ‭Areas‬ ‭III‬ ‭and‬ ‭IV‬ ‭include‬ ‭the‬ ‭following‬ ‭geographic‬ ‭regions:‬ ‭Baltimore‬ ‭City‬ ‭and‬ ‭Anne‬ ‭Arundel,‬
‭Baltimore,‬ ‭Carroll,‬ ‭Harford,‬ ‭Howard,‬ ‭Montgomery‬ ‭and‬ ‭Prince‬ ‭George's‬ ‭counties.‬ ‭Currently,‬ ‭there‬ ‭are‬
‭approximately‬‭32‬‭human‬‭or‬‭human/animal‬‭crematory‬‭facilities‬‭in‬‭Areas‬‭III‬‭and‬‭IV.‬ ‭All‬‭32‬‭facilities‬‭are‬‭located‬
‭within‬‭1000‬‭feet‬‭of‬‭a‬‭comprehensive‬‭care‬‭facility;‬‭an‬‭extended‬‭care‬‭facility;‬‭a‬‭child‬‭care‬‭center;‬‭a‬‭family‬‭child‬
‭care‬‭center;‬‭a‬‭public‬‭or‬‭nonpublic‬‭primary,‬‭elementary,‬‭or‬‭secondary‬‭school‬‭building;‬‭or‬‭a‬‭residential‬‭property.‬
‭The‬ ‭proposed‬ ‭legislation‬ ‭would‬ ‭prohibit‬ ‭these‬ ‭existing‬ ‭facilities‬ ‭from‬ ‭adding‬ ‭an‬ ‭additional‬ ‭crematory‬ ‭or‬
‭replacing a crematory at the facility.‬

‭The‬‭limitations‬‭SB‬‭893‬‭would‬‭place‬‭on‬‭where‬‭a‬‭crematory‬‭can‬‭be‬‭located‬‭would‬‭make‬‭it‬‭extremely‬‭difficult‬‭to‬
‭locate‬ ‭a‬ ‭crematory‬ ‭in‬ ‭the‬ ‭named‬ ‭areas.‬ ‭As‬ ‭written,‬ ‭the‬ ‭bill‬ ‭would‬ ‭prevent‬ ‭MDE‬ ‭from‬ ‭issuing‬ ‭a‬ ‭renewal‬
‭operating‬ ‭permit‬ ‭for‬ ‭existing‬ ‭crematories‬ ‭in‬ ‭the‬‭affected‬‭areas,‬‭as‬‭all‬‭existing‬‭human‬‭crematories‬‭violate‬‭the‬
‭bill’s‬ ‭locational‬ ‭requirements.‬ ‭Not‬ ‭being‬ ‭able‬ ‭to‬ ‭issue‬ ‭renewal‬ ‭operating‬ ‭permits‬ ‭would‬‭mean‬‭the‬‭eventual‬
‭elimination of all of those crematories in the affected areas.‬

‭Position Rationale‬

‭The‬‭bill‬‭does‬‭not‬‭provide‬‭a‬‭defensible‬‭basis‬‭for‬‭the‬‭location‬‭limitations.‬ ‭MDE‬‭follows‬‭a‬‭science-based‬‭review‬
‭process‬‭when‬‭evaluating‬‭crematory‬‭permits.‬ ‭The‬‭evaluation‬‭determines‬‭air‬‭quality‬‭and‬‭public‬‭health‬‭impacts‬
‭using‬ ‭tools‬ ‭that‬ ‭consider‬ ‭conservative‬ ‭emission‬ ‭estimates,‬ ‭the‬ ‭distance‬ ‭between‬ ‭those‬ ‭emissions‬ ‭and‬ ‭the‬
‭property‬ ‭line,‬ ‭the‬ ‭actual‬ ‭equipment‬ ‭to‬ ‭be‬ ‭used‬ ‭to‬ ‭conduct‬‭cremations,‬‭the‬‭geometry‬‭of‬‭the‬‭building,‬‭and‬‭the‬
‭associated‬‭emission‬‭stack.‬‭MDE‬‭uses‬‭these‬‭same‬‭tools‬‭for‬‭the‬‭hundreds‬‭of‬‭projects‬‭seeking‬‭approval‬‭for‬‭an‬‭Air‬
‭Quality‬ ‭Permit‬ ‭to‬ ‭Construct‬ ‭received‬ ‭each‬ ‭year.‬ ‭This‬ ‭bill‬ ‭would‬ ‭remove‬ ‭the‬ ‭science-based‬ ‭review‬ ‭without‬
‭providing‬‭a‬‭justification‬‭for‬‭the‬‭1000‬‭feet‬‭buffer.‬‭Accordingly,‬‭MDE‬‭asks‬‭for‬‭an‬‭UNFAVORABLE‬‭report‬‭for‬
‭SB 893.‬

‭Contact:‬‭Les Knapp, Government Relations Director‬
‭Cell: 410-453-2611 (cell), Email:‬‭les.knapp@maryland.gov‬

mailto:les.knapp@maryland.gov
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Maryland Board of Morticians & 

 Funeral Directors 

        4201 Patterson Avenue 

        Baltimore, MD  21215 

 
2024 SESSION 

POSITION PAPER 

 

BILL NO:      SB 893 

COMMITTEE:  Education, Energy, and the Environment  

POSITION:      Oppose   

 
TITLE: Environment – Siting Requirements for Crematories and Crematory Incinerators 

– Areas III and IV 
 

BILL ANALYSIS: This proposed legislation will prohibit a person from locating a new 

crematory or a property with a crematory incinerator within 1,000 feet of certain properties in 

Areas III and IV of the State and prohibiting the Department of the Environment from issuing a 

certain permit to a crematory or a property with a crematory incinerator under certain 

circumstances. 

 

POSITION AND RATIONALE: The Maryland Board of Morticians and Funeral Directors 

(the “Board”) opposes SB 893. 

 

The Board’s concern is SB 893 would have a detrimental impact on current existing crematories 

and crematory incinerators in areas III and IV as well as individuals in the process of completing 

their expansions already in progress who have made considerable investments to date. Under 

current regulation, crematory applicants go through a rigorous application, permitting and testing 

process from both the Board as well as the Maryland Department of the Environment, not limited 

to air analysis, emissions testing, fuel consumption and stack testing to name a few. To date, 

there is no documented evidence regarding the health effects experienced by workers or 

individuals who live/work near crematories. In addition, there are no studies that have been 

found that show causal links between crematory emissions and adverse health effects.  

 

NIH-National Library of Medicine, CAN J Public Health 2020 Dec.-Mercury from 

Crematoriums states: Human health risk assessment an estimate of total emissions in British 

Columbia…”as in the case of long-term exposure, there is no indication that short-term exposure 

to peak ground-level mercury vapor concentrations associated with crematorium emissions poses 

a significant risk to human health”.  
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Of the 41 crematories the Board regulates and inspects, based on the “facilities, centers or 

properties” noted, this bill has the potential to affect 63% of those crematories. As written, 

modifying or changing their existing crematories require a “new” permit by the Maryland 

Department of the Environment and as a result, would cease their ability to provide this “in 

demand” service to their clients which would not only have an adverse effect on their business 

but would directly impact the needs of the families they serve. 

 

As a result of the COVID pandemic, funeral homes and crematories experienced a significant 

increase in cremation and the demand for cremation continues to increase exponentially year 

after year due to the economy and what families are able to afford for their deceased loved ones.  

This demand has caused many funeral homes and crematoriums to invest in the expansion of 

their businesses and build their own crematories to meet those demands. SB 893 will restrict 

funeral homes and crematories from expanding in their current locations to help keep up with the 

shift in consumer preferences. Most funeral homes and crematories are community based and 

located in areas populated with businesses and homeowners. They are located in neighborhoods 

to be close to the families they serve or in areas that are in significant need of the affordability of 

cremation. They are revered for the services they offer to their communities and diverse religious 

faiths that cremation is part of their tradition and require participation and witnessing of 

cremation as part of the process. 

 

As written SB 893 would: 

-limit consumer choice 

-create an economic hardship on families 

-prohibit replacement of equipment as needed in existing businesses 

-prohibit needed expansion in existing businesses 

-impact the sale of funeral homes and or crematories 

-create a monopolistic environment by restricting the freedom of entry and exit in the industry 

-have an economic impact and disrupt businesses who have begun the building process but have 

not passed all inspections. 

 

SB 893 as written does not define “Department,” leaves the word “issue” subject to interpretation 

and does not address “siting requirements” for possible future development of noted “facilities, 

centers or properties” near existing or future funeral homes and or crematories in areas III and IV. 

 
For all of these reasons, the Board of Morticians and Funeral Directors strongly urges an 

unfavorable report on SB 893. 

 

For more information, please contact Michele Kutta, CFSP, Board President at 410-263-4422 or 

at michele.kutta@maryland.gov.   

 

 

The opinion of the Board expressed in this document does not necessarily reflect that of the Department of Health or 

the Administration. 
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