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                    ABATE OF MARYLAND, INC. 
                                               Dedicated to Freedom of the Road & Responsible Motorcycle Legislation 

 

71 Franklin Street | PO Box 1733 | Annapolis, MD  21404 

(410) 263-9185 | www.abateofmd.org 

 

To: The Honorable Marc Korman, Chairman and Members of the Environment and 
Transportation Committee 

 
From:   Ken Eaton, Director, Executive Director, ABATE of Maryland, Inc. 

Date:   February 9, 2024   

Re:  HB 178 - Vehicle Laws - Disabled Veteran Registration Plates - Issuance 
 
Position: FAVORABLE: SUPPORT 

ABATE of Maryland, Inc. represents the approximately 121,000 on road motorcycles that are registered in 
Maryland. We are a state motorcycle rights organization that brings together the voices of independent 
riders, clubs, riding organization, etc. We have chapters throughout the state and our members include a 
diverse cross-section of motorcycle riders in Maryland. A large portion of our membership includes military 
veterans and their families. We SUPPORT HB 178. 

Our veterans have taken an oath that says they will support and defend this country. The very least we can 
do is recognize their service and this bill is a part of that. 

ABATE of Maryland, Inc. SUPPORT HB 178 - Vehicle Laws - Disabled Veteran Registration Plates - 
Issuance. We urge the committee to consider an Favorable vote, passing this legislation and moving it to 
the floor for a vote. 

Thank you! 

 

Kenneth B. Eaton, Executive Director 
ABATE of Maryland, Inc. 
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Maryland Department of Veterans Affairs
Office of the Secretary

WES MOORE
GOVERNOR

ARUNAMILLER
LT. GOVERNOR

ANTHONY C. WOODS
SECRETARY

February 6, 2024

The Honorable Marc Korman
Chair, Environment and Transportation Committee
Room 251, House Office Building
Annapolis, MD 21401

RE: HB 178 - Vehicle Laws - Disabled Veteran Registration Plates - Issuance

Dear Chairman Korman and Committee Members,

The Maryland Department of Veterans Affairs (“MDVA”) supports House Bill 178 - Vehicle Laws - Disabled
Veteran Registration Plates - Issuance.

The MDVA believes it is important to recognize and honor the service of all veterans - including those who may
have become disabled while serving in uniform. We acknowledge that veterans might have been awarded a
disability compensation rating of less than 100%, but continue to feel a significant impact from their
service-connected disabilities.

Providing an opportunity for more veterans to be eligible for, and display, disabled veteran plates increases
awareness of the unique experience and outcomes of service. When a veteran displays these plates, it improves
understanding of their experience and serves as a reminder to the larger community of their sacrifice.

I respectfully ask the Committee for a favorable report on HB 178 to honor and acknowledge Maryland’s
disabled veterans.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Anthony C. Woods
Secretary
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February 8, 2024 

 

The Honorable Marc Korman 

Chair, House Environment and Transportation Committee 

251 House Office Building  

Annapolis MD 21401 

 

RE:  Letter of Support – House Bill 178 – Vehicle Laws - Disabled Veteran Registration 

Plates – Issuance 

 

Dear Chair Korman and Committee Members: 

 

The Maryland Department of Transportation (MDOT) supports House Bill 178 as an opportunity  

to expand specialty plates to deserving customers in recognition of their service and providing 

helpful indications of potential negative health effects incurred by their service. 

 

As introduced, House Bill 178 will allow veterans with service-connected disabilities between 

50% and 90% as identified by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs to obtain a 

“Disabled Veterans” plate without the international symbol of access.  While customers who are 

otherwise eligible for the symbol that would provide for handicap parking spaces, for example, 

can still obtain such a plate with relevant documentation, the Motor Vehicle Administration 

(MVA) already has the ability to issue a second set of these plates without that symbol to 100% 

disabled veterans under existing law and can expand the number of eligible applicants for such 

plates under House Bill 178. 

 

The MVA worked with the Maryland General Assembly during the 2023 legislative session to 

ensure that parking access was not granted under the expansion of eligibility for disabled 

veterans tags under House Bill 178.  House Bill 178 offers disabled veterans who do not qualify 

for the handicap placard with the opportunity to be recognized and distinguished for their service 

and sacrifice.    

 

For these reasons, the Maryland Department of Transportation respectfully requests the 

Committee grant House Bill 178 a favorable report. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Christine E. Nizer     Pilar Helm      

Administrator      Director of Government Affairs   

Maryland Motor Vehicle Administration  Maryland Department of Transportation  

410-787-7830      410-865-1090 


