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Citations issued 
Citations by fiscal year 

In FY23, the school bus monitoring program issued 52,066 citations, resulting in $13 

million in fines. Of these citations, 72% (37,739) were for drivers passing in the opposite 

direction, while 28% (14,327) were for those traveling in the same direction as the 

stopped bus. Citations decreased 13% in FY23, with an 18% decrease in same-

direction citations and a 10% decrease in opposite-direction citations. Preliminary FY24 

data show a continued downward trend in citations, aligning with the County's 

experience with other automated enforcement programs. 

 

 FY18 FY19 FY20* FY21* FY22 FY23 

 Citations 
mailed 

34,201 54,837 50,698 7,058 59,614 52,066 

Citations per 
active camera 

68 56 36 5 37 35 

Citations from 
opposite 
direction 

20,720 34,415 31,573 4,827 42,127 37,739 

Citations from 
same direction 

12,928 20,413 19,125 2,231 17,487 14,327 

Citations with 
direction not 

captured 

553 9 0 0 0 0 

Total fines $8,549,750 $13,708,125 $12,674,500 $1,764,500 $14,903,500 $13,016,500 

*School closures during COVID-19 pandemic resulted in fewer bus trips. 

 

FY23 top 10 citation locations 

For FY23, the following ten blocks had the highest number of recorded violations. Eight 

of the top 10 blocks were along multi-lane State roads with the remaining two belonging 

to the County. These ten blocks accounted for 22% of all citations issued. See the 

Appendix for a detailed analysis of each bus stop and any safety recommendations. 

  



Georgia Avenue and Eastern Ave - Silver Spring



Georgia Avenue and Eastern Ave - Silver Spring



River Road and Butler Road - Bethesda



River Road and Butler Road - Bethesda



Arlington Road and Elm Street - Bethesda



Arlington Road and Elm Street - Bethesda 



East-West Highway Bus Stop - Silver Spring



East West Highway Bus Stop - Silver Spring



Colesville Road and Spring St - Silver Spring



Colesville Road and Spring St - Silver Spring



Colesville Road and Fenton St - Silver Spring



Colesville Road and Fenton St - Silver Spring



University Boulevard East Stops - Silver Spring



University Boulevard East Stops - Silver Spring



Piney Branch Road and Kodiak Drive - Silver 
Spring



Piney Branch Road and Kodiak Drive - Silver 
Spring
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February 8, 2024 

 

The Honorable Marc Korman   

Chair, House Environment and Transportation Committee  

251 House Office Building 

Annapolis MD 21401  

 

RE: Letter of Information – House Bill 540 – Education – School Bus Stops – Prohibited 

Locations   

 

Dear Chair Korman and Committee Members: 

 

The Maryland Department of Transportation (MDOT) offers the following information on House 

Bill 540 for the Committee’s consideration.  

 

House Bill 540 prohibits, for a local jurisdiction where use of school bus monitoring cameras is 

authorized, the location of a school bus stop on any highway with five or more undivided traffic 

lanes unless 1) a school crossing guard is posted at the stop to assist students in crossing the 

highway or 2) a traffic control device that maintains a red signal while a student is boarding or 

exiting the school bus is placed at the stop. 

 

While House Bill 540 does not require SHA to add new signals at the impacted bus stops located 

on State highways, SHA notes that the type of signal proposed is similar in cost to a new traffic 

signal. New traffic signals cost approximately $250,000 per signal to implement, with an increased 

cost for more complex locations. 

 

SHA considers multiple factors when adding new traffic control devices on State roads, including 

congestion, traffic diversion to roads not designed to accommodate increased traffic volumes, and 

safety. For example, traffic signals that primarily flash and only activate once or twice per day 

may hurt overall compliance, can lead to an increase in crash activity, and would require additional 

infrastructure to effectively support pedestrian activity and safety.  

 

The Maryland Department of Transportation respectfully requests the Committee consider this 

information when deliberating House Bill 540. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Matt Mickler      Pilar Helm 

Deputy Director (Acting)    Director 

Office of Policy and Research   Office of Government Affairs 

Maryland State Highway Administration  Maryland Department of Transportation 
410-545-5629      410-865-1090 


