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The Maryland Judiciary opposes House Bill 279. The proposed bill would allow for the
establishment of local commissions on common ownership communities and task local
commissions to hear certain common ownership disputes. Disputes heard by local
commissions may be appealed to circuit courts. Local commissions are established by the
local government under county law.

While the Judiciary has no position on the policy aims of the legislation, it has concerns
with the mandatory consolidation provision on page 14, lines 21 through 22. This would
be problematic and takes away from the discretion of the judge.

In addition, on page 14, lines 19 through 20, court of competent jurisdiction is not
defined. Is unclear whether the designation depends on the amount in controversy or
whether the circuit court has exclusive original jurisdiction.

Finally, the language on pages 14 and 15 regarding appeals is unclear. It seems to infer
that the appeal would be on the record on page 14 by indicating that the court shall
sustain the decision of the hearing panel in certain circumstances but then goes on to
indicate on page 15 that a hearing is de novo. These provisions are in direct conflict.
Further, as indicated above, if the court of competent jurisdiction is the District Court, it
would be unusual as the District Court does not currently conduct record appeals.
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