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House Bill 1230 — Public Health — Tianeptine Consumer Protection Act

Support

NCADD-Maryland supports House Bill 1230 as amended in the House. This bill
would prohibit the sale of products containing tianeptine.

Tianeptine is an antidepressant medication that is not approved by the Food and
Drug Administration (FDA). Clinical effects of tianeptine misuse and withdrawal can
mimic opioid toxicity and withdrawal.! The FDA has issued a warning urging consumers
not to purchase or use tianeptine products due to serious risks including seizures, loss of
consciousness and death.>

While not FDA-approved for use in the United States, this product is readily
purchased online or at gas stations, and informally referred to as “gas station heroin.”>
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention ward that consumers should avoid all
products containing tianeptine, including those claiming to treat an ailment or disorder.*

Because this is a dangerous substance that is completely unapproved and
unregulated, NCADD-Maryland urges a favorable report on HB 1230.
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