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Testimony in Support of SB332: Hospitals and Urgent Care Centers - Sepsis Protocol
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Chair Beidle, Vice Chair Klausmeier, and esteemed members of this committee,

I bring SB332 Lochlin’s Law before you today to address a very solvable issue: sepsis
testing and training. This bill will do two things: First, require hospitals across the state to
perform an inexpensive, noninvasive test for sepsis, and secondly, require staff to be trained in
recognition and treatment of sepsis.

What is sepsis? Sepsis is the body’s immune system attacking its own organs in response
to an infection. Sepsis can be caused by any infection, and infections can be caused by viruses,
wounds, bacteria, and fungus. Sepsis can quickly cause organ failure, hypertension, septic shock,
and death.

Every hour treatment is delayed, mortality rates increase 8 percent1. According to the
Centers for Disease Control, millions of Americans get sepsis each year and Maryland ranks
below 34 other states2 in sepsis deaths. Indeed, sepsis is the ninth leading cause of death in
Maryland. Sepsis has a 20% mortality rate.

How do we stop it? Sepsis is easily identified through a blood sample. With timely
identification it can be treated with antibiotics. Anyone can get sepsis, young or old. According
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to the Maryland Hospital Association, hospitals that voluntarily implemented sepsis protocols
saw a 26% reduction in deaths due to sepsis3. Other states suggest that number may be even
higher — New York’s pediatric mortality rate improved by 40 percent, saving over 16,000 lives
over five years. Regional healthcare systems have also seen positive results from sepsis
protocols such as Intermountain Health Care which reduced the sepsis mortality rates from
twenty-five percent to nine percent.4

What is the cost? In a tight budget year, that is a question many of us are asking
ourselves. According to the National Institute of Health, the costs of treating sepsis after early
identification range as high as $16,000 and over $50,000 when identification and, therefore,
treatment are delayed5. Intermountain Health Care’s initiative saved $38 million annually.6

This legislation will save lives. It will save money. An ounce of prevention is worth a
pound of cure. I urge the committee to return a favorable report.

Sincerely,

Senator Karen Lewis Young
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