
March 27, 2024

The Honorable Pamela Beidle 
Chair, Senate Finance Committee
3 East, Miller Senate Office Building
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

RE: House Bill 1259 – Health Insurance – Breast and Lung Cancer Screening – Coverage 
Requirements – Letter of Support as Amended

Dear Chair Beidle and Committee members:

The Maryland Department of Health (the Department) respectfully submits this letter of support 
for House Bill (HB) 1259 – Health Insurance – Breast and Lung Cancer Screening – Coverage 
Requirements. HB 1259 amends Article - Insurance Sections 15-814.1 and 15-860 which require 
certain insurers, health service plans, and health maintenance organizations to provide coverage 
for certain breast cancer and lung cancer-related procedures.

Lung cancer is the leading cause of cancer death in Maryland. In 2020, 3,450 Marylanders were 
diagnosed with lung cancer and 2,234 died from lung cancer.1,2 The United States Preventive 
Services Task Force (USPSTF) grades lung cancer screening for eligible individuals as a “B” 
recommendation. Preventive services with an “A” or “B” grade recommendation are services 
that the USPSTF most highly recommends for preventive care and that have a high or moderate 
net benefit for patients. According to USPSTF, annual screening for lung cancer with low-dose 
computed tomography is of high or moderate net benefit in asymptomatic persons who are at 
high risk for lung cancer based on age, total cumulative exposure to tobacco smoke, and current 
smoking status or years since quitting smoking.3

However, various barriers can reduce the number of eligible adults who actually receive cancer 
screening. Lack of insurance coverage or prior authorization requirements have been cited as a
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barrier to lung cancer screening.4, 5, 6, 7 One study found that prior authorization requirements
(57%), lack of insurance coverage (53%), and coverage denials (31%) were the most commonly
reported barriers to ordering lung cancer screening among primary care physicians.8 The
Department supports HB 1259 because it will help remove barriers, and therefore improve access
to lung cancer screening and follow-up diagnostic procedures.

If you would like to discuss this further, please do not hesitate to contact Sarah Case-Herron,
Director of Governmental Affairs at sarah.case-herron@maryland.gov.

Sincerely,

Laura Herrera Scott, M.D., M.P.H.
Secretary
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