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Honorable Chair Pena-Melnyk, 

I am honored to tes8fy in support of the ini8a8ve to establish a Climate Educa8on Week in our 
community. As a concerned ci8zen deeply invested in the well-being of our planet and future 
genera8ons, I firmly believe that educa8on is key to addressing the urgent challenges posed by climate 
change. 

The need for climate educa8on has never been more cri8cal. With each passing year, we witness the 
escala8ng impacts of climate change, such as extreme weather events, rising water levels as seen in 
Annapolis and EllicoH City, biodiversity loss, and shiIs in bird’s & insect’s migratory paHerns. These 
challenges not only threaten our environment but also jeopardize public health, economic stability, and 
social equity. 

Establishing a Climate Educa8on Week presents a unique opportunity to raise awareness, foster 
understanding, and inspire ac8on at the local level. By dedica8ng a week to educa8onal ac8vi8es, 
workshops, and community events focused on climate change, we can empower individuals of all ages to 
become informed and engaged ci8zens. 

There are several compelling reasons to support the establishment of a Climate Educa8on Week: 

1. Educa&on Empowers Ac&on: By providing individuals with accurate, science-based informa8on 
about climate change, we can empower them to make informed choices in their daily lives. 
Educa8on serves as a catalyst for ac8on, inspiring individuals to adopt sustainable prac8ces, 
advocate for policy changes, and par8cipate in collec8ve efforts to mi8gate and adapt to climate 
change. 

2. Building Climate Literacy: Climate change is a complex and mul8faceted issue that requires a 
nuanced understanding of its causes, impacts, and poten8al solu8ons. A Climate Educa8on 
Week offers a plaSorm to build climate literacy across diverse audiences, including students, 
educators, policymakers, and the general public. By enhancing climate literacy, we can cul8vate a 
more informed and engaged society that can ar8culate their concerns and adapt to the climate-
related challenges ahead. 

3. Fostering Community Resilience: Climate change poses significant risks to minority and low SES 
communi8es, but it also presents opportuni8es for resilience and adapta8on. Through 
educa8onal ini8a8ves focused on climate resilience, we can empower communi8es to assess 
their vulnerabili8es, develop adap8ve strategies, and build social cohesion. By fostering 
community resilience, we can enhance our collec8ve capacity to withstand and recover from the 
impacts of climate change. 

4. Promo&ng Environmental Jus&ce: Climate change dispropor8onately affects marginalized 
communi8es, exacerba8ng exis8ng inequali8es and injus8ces. A Climate Educa8on Week 
provides a plaSorm to highlight the intersec8onal dimensions of climate change, including its 
dispropor8onate impacts on low-income communi8es, communi8es of color, and indigenous 



popula8ons. By centering equity and jus8ce in climate educa8on efforts, we can work towards a 
more inclusive and equitable transi8on to a sustainable future. 

In conclusion, the establishment of a Climate Educa8on Week represents a valuable opportunity to 
educate, inspire, and mobilize our community in the fight against climate change. By inves8ng in climate 
educa8on, we can empower individuals to become informed advocates for environmental stewardship 
and agents of posi8ve change.  

I urge you to support HB 993 for the benefit of current and future genera8ons. 

 


