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Bill:  House Bill 884 – Public Health – Abortions – Coercion (Protecting Pregnant 
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Planned Parenthood of Maryland opposes House Bill 884 – Public Health – Abortions – Coercion.  
We support the autonomy of all people to make reproductive health decisions. Reproductive coercion 
exists and is a serious problem.  Reproductive coercion involves decisions about birth control, protection 
from sexually transmitted infections, and pregnancy.   
 
 We are concerned about the degree to which this bill stigmatizes abortion. Research 
demonstrates that, “findings in this area do not support the assertion that women are frequently 
coerced into abortions, but rather, that they are more often coerced into continuing a pregnancy.”i  
Stigmatizing abortion, particularly for individuals already facing difficult situations, can lead to 
psychological distress, as demonstrated by data analyzed from the Turnaway Study.ii 

 We ask for an unfavorable report.  We should focus on supporting evidenced-based strategies 

that support the reproductive autonomy of people facing coercion.  If we can provide any additional 

information, please contact Erin Bradley at erin.bradley@ppm.care. 
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