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Thank you Chair Peña-Melnyk, Vice Chair Cullison, and members of the Health and 

Government Operations Committee. I am Delegate Robbyn Lewis, testifying today on behalf of 

HB986, which will make treatment for obesity more accessible. 

The bill before you requires the State Medical Assistance (Medicaid) Program to provide 

comprehensive coverage for the treatment of obesity. This includes behavioral therapy, bariatric 

surgery and FDA-approved anti-obesity medications. 

Obesity is a significant public health concern that disparately impacts some Marylanders more 

than others. Overall, 34% of Marylanders meet the criteria for obesity, but African Americans 

and Hispanic Americans experience higher rates. Of course, the disparity is driven not by 

imaginary “racial” factors but rather by barriers to access of healthy food, active transportation 

and walkable communities.  

Obesity is a serious chronic illness linked to over 200 comorbid conditions, such as 

cardiovascular diseases, hypertension, depression, type 2 diabetes, gout and more. It is a complex 

disease, in which genetics, the environment, and biology all play important factors.   

I must address the fiscal note, which is based on estimated utilization rates. States like Delaware 

and Pennsylvania have passed similar legislation, but have had lower fiscal impacts. In 

Pennsylvania, fewer than 2% of the eligible Medicaid population utilized comprehensive obesity 

treatment. It is conceivable that utilization here in Maryland will be lower than the fiscal note 

suggests. 

Thank you for your consideration. I request a favorable report.  

Sincerely, 

Delegate Robbyn Lewis 

 

 

 


