
Support: HB 865 Maryland Medical Assistance Program and Health Insurance - Coverage for
Orthoses and Prostheses

2/18/24

Maryland House of Representatives  
Health and Government Operations Committee
Room 241
House Office Building
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
 
Dear Honorable Chair, Vice-Chair and Members of the Committee: 

On behalf of the pediatric nurse practitioners (PNPs) and fellow pediatric-focused advanced practice
registered nurses (APRNs) of the National Association of Pediatric Nurse Practitioners (NAPNAP)
Chesapeake Chapter, I am writing to express our support of HB 865 Maryland Medical Assistance
Program and Health Insurance - Coverage for Orthoses and Prostheses.

This bill would require Maryland Medical Assistance Program and certain insurers, including
nonprofit health service plans, and health maintenance organizations to provide certain coverage related
to orthoses and prostheses. In the majority of cases, orthotic and prosthetic care utilized for physical
activity is not considered “medically necessary” or “reasonable and necessary” – the standards for
insurance coverage – by most federal, state, and private health plans. Without health plan coverage,
out-of-pocket costs, ranging from $5,000 – $30,000 per device, often prohibit people who live with
amputation from getting access to this technology. As a result, physical activity accessible by specialized
orthoses and prostheses is severely limited. Without insurance coverage, individuals with limb loss and
limb difference often remain more sedentary, risk serious injury by exercising with improper devices, or
hope to be one of the lucky few to receive a charitable gift or sponsorship. Over 50 nonprofits exist in
the United States to provide donated orthotic and prosthetic care that is not covered by insurance,
helping thousands of people each year; but collectively, they cannot meet the needs of over two million
people living with limb loss in the United States and countless more with limb difference and mobility
impairments.

For these reasons the Maryland Chesapeake Chapter of NAPNAP extends their support to HB
865 Maryland Medical Assistance Program and Health Insurance - Coverage for Orthoses and
Prostheses and requests a favorable report.

The pediatric advanced practice nurses of your state are grateful to you for your attention to
these crucial issues. The members of Chesapeake Chapter of the National Association of Pediatric Nurse
Practitioners memberships includes over 200 primary and acute care pediatric nurse practitioners who
are committed to improving the health and advocating for Maryland’s pediatric patients. If we can be of
any further assistance, or if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Lindsay J. Ward,
the Chesapeake Chapter President at 410-507-3642 or MDChesNAPNAPLeg@outlook.com .
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Sincerely,

Lindsay J. Ward CRNP, RN, IBCLC, MSN, BSN
Certified Registered Nurse Practitioner- Pediatric Primary Care

International Board-Certified Lactation Consultant
National Association of Pediatric Nurse Practitioners (NAPNAP)
Chesapeake Chapter President

Evgenia Ogordova

Evgenia Ogordova-DNP
National Association of Pediatric Nurse Practitioners (NAPNAP)
Chesapeake Chapter Legislative Chair


