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Written Testimony 
Senate Bill 92 - Places of Public Accommodation - Motion Picture 

Houses - Captioning 
Judicial Proceedings Committee – February 8, 2024 

Support 
 
 

Background: Senate Bill 92 would require that all motion picture houses offer 
closed captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require a place 
of public accommodation that controls, operates, owns, or leases at least two 
motion picture houses in the State to provide open captioning for at least two 
screenings each week. 
 
Written Comments: The Baltimore Jewish Council represents The Associated: 
Jewish Federation of Baltimore and all of its agencies. This includes the Jewish 
Connection Network, which has an entire department dedicated to ensuring 
that every member of our community, regardless of their background or 
abilities, can fully embrace Jewish life.  
 
The U.S. hard-of-hearing population parallels the U.S. Jewish population. And 
while there are no resources to correlate deaf statistics to the Jewish 
population, there is no reason to assume the percentage of deaf Jews is other 
than that of the general population. It can be estimated that 0.22 percent of 
U.S. Jews, more than 14,000 people, are deaf; 2.2 percent of U.S. Jews, nearly 
142,000 people, have a lot of trouble hearing; and 2.05 percent of Jews 
worldwide, some 271,256 people, have disabling hearing impairment.  
 
Going to the movies is one of the most enjoyable pastimes. By providing 
closed and/or open captioning, Maryland would be expanding the accessibility 
to an even wider audience.  
 
Choosing to support this legislation is a no-brainer that can make a huge 
difference for the deaf community, those with any type of hearing loss, or any 
other individuals who benefit from closed and/or open captioning. For these 
reasons, the Baltimore Jewish Councils asks for a favorable report on SB92. 
 

The Baltimore Jewish Council, a coalition of central Maryland Jewish organizations and congregations, 
advocates at all levels of government, on a variety of social welfare, economic and religious concerns, to 

protect and promote the interests of The Associated Jewish Community Federation of Baltimore, its agencies 
and the Greater Baltimore Jewish community. 
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SB 92 

     February 6, 2024 

 

 

TO:  Members of the Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee  

 

FROM: Baltimore City Mayor’s Commission on Disabilities 
 

RE: Senate Bill 92 – Places of Public Accommodation – Motion Pictures Houses – 

Captioning   

 

POSITION: Support  

 

Chair Smith, Vice-Chair Waldstreicher, and Members of the Committee, please be advised that 

the Baltimore City Mayor’s Commission on Disabilities supports Senate Bill 92 – Places of 

Public Accommodation – Motion Pictures Houses – Captioning.   

 

This bill would allow persons with hearing deficits the right to fully enjoy watching a movie on 

the big screen at their local motion picture house just as everyone else now takes for granted.  It 

would accomplish this by requiring that any place of public accommodation controlling at least 

two motion picture houses in the State provide what is known as open captioning for at least two 

screenings of each movie that is shown in a given week.   

 

At present, under the federal Americans with Disabilities Act (“ADA”), movie picture houses are 

required to provide closed captioning access for persons with hearing deficits, which means 

small individual devices so that each person can read the dialogue as the movie plays on the big 

screen.  But, as you can imagine, this is an awkward way to experience a film that was intended 

to be enjoyed on the big screen as one seamless experience.  The proposed requirement for open 

captioning for two screenings per week would mean that the dialogue would be displayed on the 

big screen.  While there is some resistance to this for fear of an adverse financial impact, our 

investigation suggests that such screenings, particularly if offered at the more attractive times, 

would actually increase the overall audience, because it would also be of interest to seniors as 

well as persons for whom English is a second language and so having the dialogue on the big 

screen would enhance the movie-going experience.   

 

We therefore respectfully request a favorable report on Senate Bill 92. 
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Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee 
SB0092: Places of Public Accommodation – Motion Picture Houses - Captioning 

February 8, 2024 
Position: Support 

 
The Arc Maryland is the largest statewide membership organization that is 
dedicated to protecting and advancing the rights of people with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities and supporting their families.  The Arc Maryland 
supports SB0092 because captioning benefits everyone.  In our past, captioning 
would be a labor intensive and costly thing to provide on celluloid film and 
complex processing.  However, with the digital age, and increased use of 
assistive technology, captioning is/should be within our reach- affordable and 
accessible.  SB0092 is important for ensuring more Marylanders have the 
opportunity to experience and enjoy movies.   Captioning is already mandatory 
for almost everything that airs on US Television.  There are only two 
circumstances under which the closed captioning requirement can be waived 
for TV:  1.) the ‘economically burdensome exemption’ and 2.) the ‘self-
implementing exemption.’ i We do not believe either of these exempting 
standards would apply to movie theaters. 
 
SB0092 would require: 
1.) Movie theaters (considered places of public accommodation) to provide 
access to fully operational open caption technology for the general public for 
each screening of a movie that is produced and offered with closed captioning. 
2.) (I) This paragraph does not apply during the first 7 days after a motion picture 
premieres in the motion picture house. 
(II) A place of public accommodation that controls, operates, owns, or leases at 
least two motion picture houses in the state shall provide open captioning for 
each motion picture it screens each week that is produced and offered with 
closed captioning for at least two screenings each week. 
 
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requires that individuals with 
disabilities shall not be discriminated against in “places of public 
accommodation.”  Although the ADA doesn’t refer specifically to media content 
accessibility, which is regulated by the CVAA- The 21st Century Communications 



and Video Accessibility Actii- it was the legal basis for a lawsuit that the National 
Association of the Deaf (NAD) filed against Netflix in 2010iii. 

NAD alleged Netflix was in violation of the ADA as it did not offer closed captions 
for all of its content.  Netflix argued that, as a streaming service, it was not subject 
to the requirements of the CVAA.  The court sided with the NAD and ruled that 
Netflix was a place of “public accommodation” and therefore subject to ADA Title 
III.  This decision resulted in a settlement and with Netflix offering CC for the 
entirety of its content library. This was the first time that the ADA had been 
interpreted to apply to an online business.  We believe this case sets a precedent 
and standard to be followed in the case of movie theaters.   

For more information, please contact:   
Ande Kolp, Executive Director, The Arc Maryland  akolp@thearcmd.org 

i https://haymillian.com/blog/closed-captioning-requirements-in-the-us 
ii https://www.fcc.gov/consumers/guides/21st-century-communications-and-video-accessibility-act-cvaa 
iii https://www.nad.org/2012/06/19/landmark-precedent-in-nad-vs-netflix/ 

                                                           

mailto:akolp@thearcmd.org
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January 31, 2024 

Dear Maryland Legislature:  

I am writing on behalf of Deaf Ministry - Archdiocese of Baltimore in support of HB 426 and SB 
92-Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Delegate Harry Bhandari and Senator Benjamin 
Brooks. The Bill would require each movie theater to add onscreen captions on all movies at least 
two (2) times per week, in an effort to make moviegoing more accessible.   

Deaf Ministry - Archdiocese of Baltimore serves Deaf and Hard of Hearing individuals from 
Western Maryland to the Chesapeake Bay. Twenty percent of individuals have a hearing loss. 
It is important that they have full access to the movies shown in theaters. 

Many people would benefit from onscreen captioning of movies. We have members and family 
members who are deaf, who are hard of hearing, who are neurodivergent, learning to read, learning 
English, and/or elderly. These are just some of the people who would benefit from onscreen 
captioning. Many hearing people also appreciate captions so they don’t miss dialogue in movies.  

Current mandated technologies, including glasses or “cup holder” technologies are often difficult to 
use and provide a sub-optimal viewing experience for users, since they must attempt to view the 
movie and captioning through these devices at the same time. They may also be uncomfortable with 
disclosing their disability to the theater.  

Showing onscreen captioned movies twice per week would allow all moviegoers the opportunity to 
better understand the dialogue of the movie they are watching. Millions of people use onscreen 
captioning when watching television at home for this reason.  

We are therefore supportive of HB 426 and SB-92 and hope that the Bill moves forward as it would 
allow more people to fully experience and enjoy movies in Maryland – benefiting residents, 
visitors, and movie theaters.  

Thank you for your attention to these comments.  

Sincerely,  

Chris Duck 

Coordinator of Deaf Ministry 

Archdiocese of Baltimore 
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February 8, 2024

Judicial Proceedings Committee
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

I am writing on behalf of the Baltimore City Association of the Deaf (BCAD) regarding SB 92-
Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator Benjamin Brooks. The Bill is to ensure that
each movie theater is required to add onscreen captions on all movies at least two (2) times per
week, in an effort to make moviegoing more accessible. Currently, the rule does not require
movie theaters to add captions.

The BCAD Board strongly feels that the bill would benefit our citizens in the City of Baltimore
of all ages and backgrounds. This includes children and adults learning to read, senior citizens,
veterans, people with learning developmental disabilities and English language learners, the
Deaf, DeafBlind, and Hard of Hearing population.

In case you may not know, we are sharing the current information regarding accommodations to
bring us on the same page. Our current federal law that was passed in 2017 requires movie
theaters to provide accommodation devices to those with hearing loss, learning challenges, and
second language learning. These accommodation devices come in two forms: glasses and the
“cup holder” device. While it’s an improvement allowing accessibility, they still provide
challenges for theater goers.

Often the accommodation devices fail to stay reliable for the entire movie. The captions or
technical equipment would stop working or would have had the wrong set up that the captions
were not the right one for the given movie. This can happen anytime during the movie. Often
these malfunctions had to be resolved in person and this often means the moviegoer would have
to depart the movie room and miss a good chunk of movie to get the issue resolved. I wonder if
you or any member of your organization has experienced these frustrations. It has happened to
me numerous times. It gets old when the problem repeats over and over.

Another issue we experience is that the equipment was not designed as a “one-size-fits-all.” The
glasses are often too big for children. If a person already has a pair of glasses, then it’s a



challenge to wear two glasses at the same time. The “cup holder” equipment is also awkward to
use. The gooseneck has to be adjusted so the screen stays in its position. Sometimes, it’s
necessary that we have to hold it manually. Some moviegoers would sit awkwardly to
accommodate the view of the “cup holder” equipment and the big movie screen. Sometimes, a
tall person would need to slouch until it comes to eye to eye with the equipment and the movie
screen. Sometimes, a child would find it challenging to use the equipment when it’s higher than
the child’s sitting height. Although the concept of having closed captions at a movie theater is
great, the equipment doesn’t always suit everyone. We would like to see them going to movies
without any issues and allow them to watch movies with pleasure and in comfort.

According to the articles from “Video Captions Benefit Everyone” written by the Department of
Health and Human Services (HHS) and “Does Closed Captioning Improve Reading and Literacy
in Children” written by Elise Lewis in March of 2021, the study has shown that captioning
proves to a greatly improve reading levels. It has shown to improve their reading speed and
fluency, word knowledge, decoding, vocabulary acquisition, word recognition, reading
comprehension and oral reading notes. Not only these benefits, captioning has helped to alleviate
anxiety and stress. This has proven to also benefit children and English language learners.

The bill is designed with the flexibility in the intention of working with the larger audience to
allow them to get comfortable with open captioning and to allow us to fully understand the entire
movie. International countries have movies with subtitles and they are widely accepted. This bill
is a win-win for all movie fans. It allows the entire population the same pleasure of watching
movies at the theater. Also, our hearing members find it beneficial to them because of
background noises and sometimes the speaker is not clear and they miss what they said,
captioning helped them to catch up with what they were saying.

Having the law set in place would guarantee open captioned movies for all to benefit! We do not
believe that open captioned movies will have a major negative impact on the community.
Theaters also would not have a major negative impact. The theaters would not suffer over two
open captioned movies per week. They will gain more as they will not need more staff to handle
open captioning. This bill is a major win/win situation for all movie goers and theaters.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jacob Leffler
President
bcadeaf2020@gmail.com
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SB 92 

     February 6, 2024 

 

 

TO:  Members of the Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee  

 

FROM: Baltimore City Mayor’s Commission on Disabilities 
 

RE: Senate Bill 92 – Places of Public Accommodation – Motion Pictures Houses – 

Captioning   

 

POSITION: Support  

 

Chair Smith, Vice-Chair Waldstreicher, and Members of the Committee, please be advised that 

the Baltimore City Mayor’s Commission on Disabilities supports Senate Bill 92 – Places of 

Public Accommodation – Motion Pictures Houses – Captioning.   

 

This bill would allow persons with hearing deficits the right to fully enjoy watching a movie on 

the big screen at their local motion picture house just as everyone else now takes for granted.  It 

would accomplish this by requiring that any place of public accommodation controlling at least 

two motion picture houses in the State provide what is known as open captioning for at least two 

screenings of each movie that is shown in a given week.   

 

At present, under the federal Americans with Disabilities Act (“ADA”), movie picture houses are 

required to provide closed captioning access for persons with hearing deficits, which means 

small individual devices so that each person can read the dialogue as the movie plays on the big 

screen.  But, as you can imagine, this is an awkward way to experience a film that was intended 

to be enjoyed on the big screen as one seamless experience.  The proposed requirement for open 

captioning for two screenings per week would mean that the dialogue would be displayed on the 

big screen.  While there is some resistance to this for fear of an adverse financial impact, our 

investigation suggests that such screenings, particularly if offered at the more attractive times, 

would actually increase the overall audience, because it would also be of interest to seniors as 

well as persons for whom English is a second language and so having the dialogue on the big 

screen would enhance the movie-going experience.   

 

We therefore respectfully request a favorable report on Senate Bill 92. 
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January 30, 2024 
 
 
Dear Members of the Lower Shore Delegation,  
 

 
On behalf of The City of Salisbury, I would like to show my support for SB 92 

and HB 426 for open captioned movies. Individuals of all abilities would 

benefit if movie theatres provided open-captioned films for at least two 

weekly screenings. The City of Salisbury’s Disability Advisory Committee 

looked into the matter on the Eastern Shore and discovered that if an 

individual would like to see an open captioned film, they would have to 

reserve a private screening online, purchase a minimum of I 0 tickets in 

advance, and provide at least a 7-day notification to Regal Cinemas. To make 

it even more confusing, open captioning is not an option in the drop-down 

menu for private screenings.  Open captions are preferred over closed 

captions due to their more inclusive user experience.   

 
On behalf of the City of Salisbury, I request that you support SB 92 and HB 

426. 

 
Thank you kindly for your consideration. 

 
 
 
 
 
   Randolph J. Taylor, Mayor 
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January 29, 2024 
 
Judicial Proceedings Committee 
2 East 
Miller Senate Office Building 
State Capitol 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
 
Dear the Judicial Proceedings Committee: 
 
Deaf In Government (DIG), a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, serves as a support group for local, state, 
and federal employees who are deaf or hard of hearing and as a resource for government entities. On 
behalf of our members who are Maryland residents, DIG supports the passage of the Open Captioning 
Movie Bill HB 426 and SB 92 regarding movie theater captioning.  
 
The current closed captioning (CC) technology in Maryland movie theaters are often not maintained 
which leads to the caption boxes or glasses to either break down in the middle of a movie or the battery 
dies, necessitating Deaf, Hard of Hearing movie patrons having to leave the theater and missing part of 
the movie. Additionally, these devices are inaccessible for some deaf people with vision or physical 
impairments who are unable to use them. With the broken and inaccessible equipment, this is not an 
effective, inclusive way to provide an equitable movie going experience. 
 
National Association of Theatre Owners and the movie theaters are only tracking the numbers of paid 
admission tickets, not the number of people who leave the movie before it ends, or the number of 
vouchers given out to return another time. This lack of a complaint system is one that has proven to be 
problematic for many Deaf, DeafBlind, and Hard of Hearing patrons. 
 
Open Captioning (OC), in contrast, is better suited to an equitable movie going experience, less prone to 
failure, costs nothing, and enables deaf and hard of hearing theater patrons to participate in the 
experience, while also benefiting a wider segment of the public (children, seniors, the Deaf, those 
learning English as a second language, etc.). 
 
We ask for your vote in support of the Open Captioning Movie Bill HB 426 and SB 92. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Deaf In Government 
 
P.O Box 76087 
Washington, DC 20013-6087 
W: www.deafingov.org 
E: ContactDeafInGov@gmail.com 

http://www.deafingov.org/
mailto:we@deafingov.org
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January 28, 2024 

Maryland House of Delegates 
6 Bladen St.  
Annapolis, MD. 21401 
In Support of HB 426 / SB 92: Public Accommodation – Motion Picture Houses – Closed Captioning 

Members of the Maryland House’s Economic Matters Committee.  

We are an organization of military and non-military families with over 1500 plus members fully support  

HB 426 / SB 92, and we proudly stand in support of our partners the Maryland Association of the Deaf.   

We support any bill that improves access to all public settings for anyone living with a disability. 

Inclusion is not just an ideal, but should be a way of operating any Maryland business with inclusion in 

mind. At present, there are an estimated 1.2 Marylanders who are deaf, or living with a hearing 

impairment.  

Closed captioning is a service that is commonly offered in many consumer products today. If one can 

easily set their home televisions to display closed captioning, why can’t the movie house operators in 

Maryland do the same with their operations and make closed captions more common in their movie 

runs & daily screenings? 

Inclusion and equity mean more ticket and concession sales for movie house operators. So why would 

any Maryland business want to exclude any paying patron from their operation? Especially 1.2 million 

who are deaf or hearing-impaired paying customers. That seems a bit counterproductive to servicing the 

community, and one’s customer base. Especially as we all are trying to help the Movie industry is still 

recovering from lagging ticket sales due to the Covid 19 pandemic. We ask movie house operators to 

Include all of our families in more of their daily operations and movie screenings.   

We thank the Delegate Bhandari for bringing forward such a positive and transformative piece of 

legislation. It truly will have a positive impact on all Maryland’s citizens, and help to give them agency in 

all aspects of their daily lives. 

We ask that the committee members to please return a favorable report, and to support HB 426 / SB 92. 

Thank you all for your time and consideration of our testimony.  

Respectfully, 

Mr. Richard Ceruolo | richceruolo@gmail.com 

Parent, Lead Advocate and Director of Public Policy Parent Advocacy Consortium 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/ParentAdvocacyConsortium 

mailto:richceruolo@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ParentAdvocacyConsortium
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22 January 2024 

 

Dear Maryland Legislature, 

 

The Washington State Communication Access Project (Wash-CAP or https://Wash-CAP.com)  
supports the two open captioning (OC) bills: Senate Bill 92 and House Bill 426 (SB92 and HB426).   

Wash-CAP is a Washington State non-profit.  We are focused on implementing captions and text 
accommodations for people who are Deaf or Hard of Hearing (DHH).  Most people who are DHH do 
not sign and need captions to understand movies.  Sadly, when there are no captions in the 
theaters’ movies, folks who are DHH stay home and watch movies on their TV or devices (or skip 
movies).   

 

CC was a good start.  However, open captioned shows are important.  Different data points indicate 
the CC method just isn’t working for people who are DHH.   At home, we watch all TV and movies 
with open captions.  When we know the theater has open captions, we will go see the movies.   

We hope the Maryland legislature passes this bill.  It will help in Maryland, but then will help us 
work on this in Washington state too.  

 

Thank you, 

 

Dean Olson 
President 
The Washington Communication Access Project (Wash-CAP) 
 

https://wash-cap.com/
https://wash-cap.com/
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Maryland Continuing Care Residents Association 

The Voice of Continuing Care Residents 
 

 
SUBJECT:  Senate Bill 92 - Places of Public Accommodation – Motion Picture Houses – Captioning 

COMMITTEE: Judicial Proceedings Committee, The Honorable William Smith, Chair 

DATE:   Thursday, February 8, 2024 

POSITION:  FAVORABLE 

 
The Maryland Continuing Care Residents Association (MaCCRA) is a not-for-profit organization 
representing the residents in continuing care retirement communities (CCRCs). Maryland has over 18,000 
older adults living in CCRCs. The principal mission of MaCCRA is to protect and enhance the rights and 
financial security of current and future residents while maintaining the viability of the providers whose 
interests are frequently the same as their residents. MaCCRA supports efforts to enhance transparency, 
accountability, financial security, and to create and preserve existing protections in law and regulation for 
current and future CCRC residents statewide.  

 
On behalf of Maryland Continuing Care Residents, we support Senate Bill 92, which requires Maryland 
movie theaters to offer closed captions on all screenings, and theater chains with two or more locations 
to provide two open-captioned screenings each week.  
 
A substantial proportion of the population we represent suffer from hearing deficits, yet wish to continue 
to enjoy a full life, including going to the movies. Without captioning and being unable to hear and 
understand dialogue, there is no point for them in buying a ticket to a movie. While the Americans with 
Disability Act (ADA) requires movie theaters to provide closed captioning, many theaters currently have 
equipment that does not work properly or does not work at all. More importantly, even when in good 
repair, using these devices is cumbersome, inconvenient, and often difficult. Looking back and forth 
between the device and the screen interferes with full comprehension and pleasurable viewing. Having 
open captions provides a very welcome alternative to using these devices and makes going to the movies 
once again possible and enjoyable.  
 
Captions benefit many people, not only elders who struggle with hearing loss, but other deaf and hard of 
hearing viewers. In addition, those learning English, those who have auditory processing issues, those who 
struggle with accents, and people learning to read find captions helpful if not essential.  
 
For these reasons we support Senate Bill 92 and ask for a favorable report. 
 

For further information please contact: Bruce Hartung, President  
Maryland Continuing Care Residents Association c/o brucehartung@sbcglobal.net 

mailto:brucehartung@sbcglobal.net
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House Bill 426: Places of Public Accommodation - Motion Picture Houses - Captioning 

Testimony of Maryland Centers for Independent Living 

SUPPORT 

Senate Judicial Proceedings, February 8, 2024 
 
The seven Centers for Independent Living (CIL) were established by federal law and work to 
ensure the civil rights and quality services of people with disabilities in Maryland. Centers for 
Independent Living are nonprofit disability resource and advocacy organizations located 
throughout Maryland operated by and for people with disabilities. CIL staff and Boards are at 
least 51% people with disabilities.  We are part of a nationwide network which provides 
Information and Referral, Advocacy, Peer Support, Independent Living Skills training, and 
Transition Services. 
 
The Independent Living Network submits this written testimony in strong support of SB 92. 
 
As an employee of the Centers for Independent Living and advocate for people with a disability, 
I was pleased to see Senate Bill 92. I have Deaf friends and colleagues and am a person who 
benefits from captioning for other reasons. Were it not for closed captioning, one of my closest 
friends would not attend movies because, despite their use of a hearing aid, they also have a 
disability that impacts how they process information. This bill can support people with 
disabilities and bring people back to the movies, including many people who might not typically 
visit a movie theatre. I believe the cost of close captioning will be offset by the increased 
attendance of those who cannot now attend including those who are hearing impaired or have 
certain processing disorders. 
 
This bill requires that a place of public accommodation that controls, operates, owns, or leases 
at least two motion picture houses in Maryland provide open captioning for at least two 
screenings each week. This action supports good business practice and promotes universal 
design. It removes the burden from the individual who would typically have to request a small 
handheld captioning device in advance of attending a movie screening. I have heard stories of 
theatres not having these captioning devices on sight, or that the devices available were not 
functioning properly. My friend shares with me that asking for this device is yet one more 
nuisance that deters them from going to see a movie. Thus, they are missing out on an 
opportunity to socialize and build community. For most people without disabilities going to the 
movies is a fun activity of convenience, and people with disabilities deserve an equitable 
community living experience whereby they can participate in all sectors of society – including 



recreation and leisure. If a customer does not want to view a movie with open captions, they 
can choose to attend a different screening. 
 
This bill can help theatres recover from business losses during the pandemic, and likewise 
create a more welcoming environment for people with disabilities. 
 
The Maryland Independent Network strongly supports SB 92 and urges a favorable report. 
 
 
Respectfully,  

 
 
 
 
Erin Ashinghurst, MS 
Deputy Director of Supports and Services 
Accessible Resources for Independence 
 
 
 

Contact Information: 
Chris Kelter, Executive Director 
Accessible Resources for Independence 
443-713-3914 
ckelter@arinow.org 
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63 Marine St, Massapequa, NY 11758
clement.so@madanyc2002.org www.madanyc2002.org

Jan 25th 2024

Committee: Maryland Senate - Judicial Proceedings & Maryland House - Economic Matters
Bill No : SB 92 & HB 426
Bill Title: Places of Public Accommodation - Motion Picture Houses - Open Captioning
Position: Support

I, Clement So, Metropolitan Asian Deaf Association (MADA) Team Leader wanted to support
invaluable and esteemed three MADA team members - Elaine Estrella, Sunsang Lee, and Min
Cho whom all of them are based and living in Maryland as witness to support to have Open
Captions (OC) accessible to all Marylanders Deaf Residents - SB 92 & HB 426.

MADA is a non-profit organization with 501c3 whose mission was to improve the livelihood of
the Asian Deaf Community wherever the team members are residing at. We have covered the
Greater New York Metropolitan Area and other areas such as Maryland, Virginia, and District of
Columbia, and Boston Area. Elaine Estrella of Montgomery County, Sunsang Lee of Prince
George County , and Min Cho of Montgomery County are part of Maryland and we feel and we
are responsible to cover and support them to help and voice for the interest of any Asians living
in the great State of Maryland.

Earlier, we hosted the Deaf Senior Citizens Focus Group in Montgomery County on Jan 21st
2024 at Gaithersburg Public Library and at least 25 residents of Maryland Senior Citizens
attended the event. The purpose of the event was to gather all the pressing issues they faced in
daily life, especially they spend most of their time in Maryland to bring to National Asian Deaf
Congress / Deaf Asian Senior Citizen Conference which will be held in New York City on Aug
23-24 2024 to find key people to address the ongoing concerns. Hence, open captions were
one of the pressing issues for them as well.



I have attached the evidence of what was documented at the Deaf Asian Senior Citizens Focus
Group (Exhibit A). I am attaching the flyers as well (Exhibit B). Also, I can testify as a New York
City resident that the New York City government has already mandated Open Caption at
theaters with reasonable guidelines within New York City jurisdiction.(Exhibit C). Hope this letter
serves you well as part of evidence that we hope you heed the concerns of Asian Deaf
Residents living in Maryland.

The Metropolitan Asian Deaf Association requested a favorable report on Senate Bill 92 &
House Bill 426.

Cordially yours,

Clement So
Team Leader

Elaine Estrella (Montgomery County, MD)
Team Support

Min Cho (Montgomery County, MD)
Team Publications

Sunsang Lee (Prince George County, MD)
Team Senior Citizens Coordinator



EXHIBIT A

Please see the top left (needs captions subtitle for movie / TV for Asians)



EXHIBIT B



EXHIBIT C

https://www.nyc.gov/assets/mome/pdf/Open-Captions-Plain-Language-Guide--2022-05-11--MO
PD.pdf

https://www.nyc.gov/assets/mome/pdf/Open-Captions-Plain-Language-Guide--2022-05-11--MOPD.pdf
https://www.nyc.gov/assets/mome/pdf/Open-Captions-Plain-Language-Guide--2022-05-11--MOPD.pdf
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State of Maryland 
Commission on Civil Rights 
Respect....Integrity...Effective Communication 
 

“Our vision is to have a State that is free from any trace of unlawful discrimination.” 
 

William Donald Schaefer Tower, 6 Saint Paul Street, Suite 900, Baltimore, Maryland 21202-1631 
Phone: 410-767-8600 ∙ Toll Free: 1-800-637-6247 ∙ Maryland Relay: 711 ∙ Fax: 410-333-1841 

Website: mccr.maryland.gov ∙ E-Mail: mccr@maryland.gov 

 

February 8, 2024 

Senate Bill 92 – Places of Public Accommodation - Motion Picture Houses – Captioning 

POSITION: Support 

 

Dear Chairperson Smith, Vice Chairperson Waldstreicher, and Members of the Senate Judicial 
Proceedings Committee: 

The Maryland Commission on Civil Rights (“MCCR”; “The Commission”) is the State agency 
responsible for the enforcement of laws prohibiting discrimination in employment, housing, public 
accommodations, health services and state contracts based upon race, color, religion, sex, age, 
national origin, marital status, familial status, sexual orientation, gender identity, genetic 
information, physical and mental disability, and source of income. 

Senate Bill 92 would require motion picture houses to offer “closed captioning” for each screening 
of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide “open captioning” for at 
least certain screenings each week. The difference between the two captioning options is that 
“closed captioning” can be turned on and off by the viewer, while “open captioning” cannot be 
turned off by a viewer. A place of public accommodation that owns, controls, or operates at least 
two motion picture houses must provide “open captioning” for each motion picture it screens each 
week that is produced and offered with “closed captioning” for at least one screening during a 
weekday and one screening during the weekend. The bill excludes smaller entities and ensures that 
the frequency requirement is not too cumbersome. 

Watching movies is an American pastime that generates billions of dollars in ticket sales each year 
and it is important to ensure that all citizens have equal access to public accommodations. 
Nationally, there are approximately thirty million Americans that are hearing impaired. Hearing 
impaired citizens often struggle to engage with video media because the current accommodations 
fall short. For example, special glasses that are provided to display captions are often uncomfortable 
or malfunctioning. There are over a million Maryland citizens that struggle with hearing loss and 
would immediately benefit from this legislation. Further, captions can also help emerging readers, 
visual learners, and nonnative speakers. While there are many alternatives to increasing access to 
video content, the most effective and inclusive method is captions. Hawaii became the first in the 
nation in 2015 to require theaters to play open captions for at least two showings a week of each 
movie, catering to 3,700 Hawaiians on an island of nearly one and a half million people. 

For these reasons, the Maryland Commission on Civil Rights urges a favorable vote on Senate Bill 
92. Thank you for your time and consideration of the information contained in this letter. The 
Maryland Commission on Civil Rights looks forward to the continued opportunity to work with 
you to improve and promote civil rights in Maryland. 
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Lt. Governor 
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        People on the Go of Maryland  

 

 

 

 

SB 92 

Places of Public Accommodation - 

Motion Picture Houses - Captioning 

 

Requiring all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for each screening 

of a motion picture; and requiring a place of public accommodation that controls, 

operates, owns, or leases at least two motion picture houses in the State to provide 

open captioning for at least two screenings each week. 

 

Position: Support 

February 7, 2024 

Sponsored by Senator Brooks 

Assigned to Judicial Proceedings 

Written by Mat Rice 

People On the Go of Maryland 

 

Honorable chairperson, and distinguished members of the Judicial Proceedings 

Committee:  

 

People On the Go of Maryland (POG) is a statewide self-advocacy organization, 

ran for and by those with intellectual and/or developmental disabilities (IDD) 

and our mission is to promote self-advocacy throughout the state. In furtherance 

of that mission, we believe in equal access to community resources; and that all 

people have the right to live, work, love, and play in the communities of their 

choosing, regardless of whether or not they have a disability or significant 

support needs. 

 

People on the Go is pleased to provide this written testimony in support of Senate 

Bill 92 (SB 092). We support this bill because: 
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• It establishes a requirement for motion picture houses throughout the state 

(more commonly known as movie theaters), to offer a minimum of two 

showings per week which provide open-captioning access.  

 

 

• This benefits those who are Deaf and hard of hearing, as well as others who 

might need to read a description of what is happening in a movie, versus 

relying purely on being able to see the scenes in the film.  

 

• POG does not agree with the objection that this could negatively affect 

attendance at movie theaters. The legislation only specifies a minimum of 

two showings per week.  

 

• Movie-goers could choose whether to see a standard-format show or a 

captioned show — just as they can choose from the many other formats 

now being offered, to attract and increase movie theater attendance (Dolby 

Cinema, RealD 3D, IMAX, etc.). 

 

• Movie theaters are already offering many other perks such as being able to 

choose your seating, and what kind of concessions you can buy. It is a 

simple matter to flip a switch to enable captioning at a movie showing. It 

would benefit a large population segment of individuals who either need 

captioning themselves, or are caregiver support to impaired individuals.   

 

• Without this service, this segment of the community could decide to just 

stay home and stream a movie with their own television’s accessibility 

controls enabled. With such a service, the hearing- and visually-impaired 

can participate in the community experience of seeing a movie, help small 

businesses, and stimulate the economy throughout the state of Maryland.  
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For these reasons, People On the Go advises a favorable report for SB 92. Thank 

you for your consideration. 

 

Should you have any questions. Please contact Mat Rice.  

 

Thank you, 

 

Mat Rice, Executive Director 

M: 410-925-5706 

E: mat@pogmd.org 

mailto:mat@pogmd.org
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February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Ashley Chiang, and I am a person with a neurodivergent, auditory processing
disorder. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Growing up as a child of a Deaf adult, I routinely was denied the opportunity to share new
movies and films with my parents until it finally came out on VHS and we could watch it
together at home with closed captions. This meant a huge lag in the time my friends were talking
about new things and when we could participate. It denied my parents the ability to socialize and
connect more with my friends' parents and others. For something as simple as open captioning,
which wouldn’t have only benefited him but many others in my community. And now when my
children want to include their grandparent in an outing that includes a movie or film we have to
do immense research to try and find a film within reasonable driving distance that fits in
everyone’s schedule and has closed captioning. We need the opportunity to see movies with open
captions, which in turn supports our local businesses and the industry as a whole.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Ashley Chiang
chiang.ashley.p@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is David Chidlow, and I am Deaf. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

It helps me to understand the movie with open captions and enjoy time with both hearing and
deaf people in movie theaters. It helps the movie business in good terms.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

David Chidlow
chidcabe@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Nora Chidlow, and I am Deaf. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Nora Chidlow
chidlownlm@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Bradley Christlieb and I am Deaf. I live in Calvert County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Bradley Christlieb
Bradleychristlieb@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Hannah Churn and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

I've heard from members of the Deaf and hard-of-hearing community that the glasses movie
theaters provide are a hit-and-miss. It seems like such a simple solution to just allow a set
amount of showing with captions to be consistently inclusive for all.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Hannah Churn
hebenbow@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Cynthia Cieslik, and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

These glasses enable you to read the captions in a display at the bottom of the glasses. You wear
the box around your neck. Yes, these are incredibly uncomfortable, but beyond that, they don't
work very well. My sister and her husband needed to try three different devices before finding
one that worked. I know that one of the complaints that theater owners put forward is that people
who don't need captions don't want to attend a movie with open captions. As a person who
almost always has captions on my TV. I doubt this. If you don't need captions, they are easy to
ignore, and if your hearing loss is minor, they are a helpful tool..

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Cynthia Cieslik
cccieslik@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Desiree Cipriano and I am Deaf. I live in Carroll County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Desiree Cipriano
dcipriano127@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jennifer Clark and I am Deaf. I live in Washington County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Open captioning Movies is critical for the Deaf community. We are just like other hearing
moviegoers. The glasses with captions are not reliable or comfortable. A captioned stand in cup
holder is the worst.. it's either not reliable to stay in one place or the battery died in the middle of
the movie or there are wrong captions (for different movies) etc. I have asked all of my hearing
peers if OC is a distraction.. they said no and the majority of them prefer subtitles.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jennifer Clark
buzzmamaof3@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Melissa Clark and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Melissa Clark
Miska8660@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Sarah Clark, and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I frequently go to movies with a hard-of-hearing friend and most of the time the assistant devices
don’t work. Also, my hearing is good but sometimes I miss dialogue because of loud background
music, heavy accents, or general garbling. Open Captioning is the best answer to these problems.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Sarah Clark
rupertandsarah@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Sharon Clark and I am Hearing. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Sharon Clark
sharon.lynn65@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Britney Clause and I am Hearing. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

While I do not have any hearing impairments, accessibility for all is something I support and
fight for quite frequently. The ability to have captions allows everyone to enjoy a film or TV
show to its fullest extent. Regardless of ability to hear, a majority of people mishear lines from
movies, or completely miss parts of dialog because the audio is either too loud, low, or the actor's
delivery is inconsistent. A common complaint of movie theaters is that it's just too easy to miss
key details because of the audio, so with this improvement, could there also be an improvement
in movie theater attendance? Open captions will undoubtedly impact the moviegoer experience
in a positive and uplifting way.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Britney Clause
bclause18@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Alix Clise and I am a person with a neurodivergent, auditory processing disorder. I
live in Carroll County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Alix Clise
alixclise@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Marissa Clopper and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Marissa Clopper
Marissa.clopper@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Rekha Coe, and I am Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Rekah Coe
lucy_shelf@hotmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jay Cohen, and I am Hard of Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I am a lifelong lover of movies. Now in my senior years, I no longer can fully enjoy movies
without captioning. The available devices and systems leave too much to be desired. These are
often uncomfortable or awkward to use. The best option is Open Captioning.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jay Cohen
mousecall1@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Joan Cohen, and I am Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

My husband and I seek out open captioned movies and theater. My husband has a hearing loss
and benefits greatly from the captioning. I also benefit as I look at the captioning when I miss
dialogue. Open captioning is much more comfortable than using the equipment that some movie
theaters offer, which is unreliable or unavailable.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Joan Cohen
joanlee_60@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Kenya Colbert, and I am Hearing. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Processing auditory information is my job as a sign language interpreter but when I want to go to
the movies with my family and friends, watching movies with open captions has become a
necessity for me and my family/friends. With the limited options in movie theaters I’m not able
to go to the movies with my deaf/hard of hearing friends. Even if I attempt to go with just my
family, it becomes exhausting having to process the information I hear and see because I realize
the background noise takes over a lot of dialogue and I miss important information pertaining to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Kenya Colbert
kenyacolbert3@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Khera Colbert, and I am Hearing. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I am a hearing person that uses open captioning to enjoy TV and Movies. I cannot enjoy going to
the theater unless there are open captions. There is a lot of information that is missed with
background noise, movie scores, and mumbling.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Khera Colbert
khera.colbert@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Ann Cole, and I am Deaf. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Closed caption device has caused me a headache and difficulty reading the small words.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Ann Cole
anncole47@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Steven Cole, and I am Deaf. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I support having open captions because of headaches when I used glass for closed captions and
was not comfortable reading.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Steven Cole
smcole52@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Samuel Cole, and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

One time I went to the movies and I was watching Black Adam. I couldn't quite catch everything
the characters were saying. I kept asking my dad what the characters were saying. Open
Captioning would be helpful!.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Samuel Cole
samuel-cole@pgcps.org



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Erin Coleman, and I am Hard of Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Erin Coleman
erincoleman105@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Betty Colonomos, and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I always watch television with captions. I need that support when the audio is unclear. I also
want to go to the movies with my Deaf friends but I cannot because they are not accessible.
Hearing people would benefit from seeing written English too.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Betty Colonomos
visitbmc@verizon.net



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Marie Combs, and I am a person with a neurodivergent, auditory processing
disorder.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Marie Combs
tajhy154@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Megan Conaghan and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Megan Conaghan
mjconaghan8@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Casandra Conde and I am Deaf. I live in Washington County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Casandra Conde
Ganikocas@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Tara Congdon, and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

My husband, who is also Deaf, and I have given up on going to movies because rear-window
captioning and the glasses are so unreliable they’ve made every single experience unpleasant and
a waste of our time. We have had to go to theaters twice or three times to just be able to see one
movie. We don’t bother unless we see that it’s open-captioned, then we can have confidence we
won’t miss the first 20 minutes due to technological difficulties and then decide to take vouchers
and come back another time because of having missed the first 20 minutes. I have a whole stack
of vouchers at this point that I won’t use unless it’s on an OC movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Tara Congdon
tschupner@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Ann Conroy and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Ann Conroy
aconro@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Gina Conyers and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Gina Conyers
Gbc7375@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Sheryl Cooper, and I am Hearing. I live in Baltimore County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

My husband is hard of hearing and has a lot of trouble hearing in movie theaters. At home, we
always watch with captions, and we rarely go to theaters. If theaters had captioning, we would go
back!

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Sheryl Cooper
fingerworks1@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Noelle Corrado, and I am Hearing. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Noelle Corrado
ncorrado1226@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Kathy Cortopassi, and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I provide closed captioning services. I worked with people with hearing loss for 30 years. I heard
their stories. Open Captioned movies also helps those for whom English is not their primary
language. It helps those with ADHD or autism focus on the spoken word. It distracts them to
help calm themselves. Open Captioning - captioning itself in all settings - serves many purposes.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Kathy Cortopassi
kathycortopassi@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Ruth Cote, and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Even with a cochlear hearing aid/processor, I find it difficult to understand all the words in a
movie at the movie theater. I use captioning on my TV all the time and it is more enjoyable
rather than struggling to understand the words. My husband, who is hearing, appreciates the
captioning too.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Ruth Cote
racote43@comcast.net



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Ashley Cottom, and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Ashley Cottom
ashley.cottom@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Donald Craig, and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Donald Craig
donsail68@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Kim Craig, and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Kim Craig
kimmariee@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Johnthan Croney, and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

When I watch movies without open captions, I have to use the devices and I miss the action on
the screen. It is not easy to toggle back-and-forth between the captioning and the movie screen.
Using the devices they provide is a pain because you have to go to customer service to sign them
out and then you have to sign them back in. I support the bill to add open caption to ALL movies
more than one, at least a few times a week per movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Johnathan Croney
jjcroney@icloud.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Theresa Croney and I am Hearing. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

My husband is Deaf, I am hearing and a sign language interpreter. One of our favorite things to
do is go to the movies. I would interpret for him, but as you can imagine, sometimes that was an
overwhelming task doing that on my own for 2 to 3 hours. After the theaters implemented
captioning machines, we were so excited. But that excitement quickly waned when we realized
that they were often broken, not programmed correctly, the battery would sometimes die
mid-movie, and while the screen you had to look through was miniature, the device itself was
bulky heavy metal so it was uncomfortable to carry, especially when carrying drinks & popcorn.
Not to mention the fact that we would get stares and looks from people. 9 times out of 10, we
found ourselves asking for a refund. This goes against the litmus test for equal access. Theaters
started offering a few open-caption movies, and we were hooked. My husband can finally watch
a movie hands-free, and not have to rely on me to interpret or look through a miniature device.
Now the only thing that needs to improve is the amount of access.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Theresa Croney
Croney143@yahoo.com





February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Tade Cross, and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I’ve had trouble getting the armrest rear window devices and the glasses to work. I’d like to be
able to stop complaining to the management and being given free passes to future movies. I’d
like to go to the movies - get a ticket and go straight to a seat and watch without a hassle.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Tade Cross
tadecross@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Amy Crumrine, and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

When my husband and I had glasses often the battery would die and I would have to leave the
movie to discuss with the manager to get new ones. By the time I got back to the movie, I missed
a good chuck of what happened. It’s always disappointing when this happens.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Amy Crumrine
amycrumrine72@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Roy Crumrine, and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

For a long time, many families with at least one deaf member in the family do not want to attend
movies without open caption films because of boredom during 2 hours to 3 hour long movies. I
remember during my childhood years during the 80's when StarWars, ET, Karate Kid, etc were
playing at the movie theater and I would ask my parents to tell me what was going on. My
parents will tell me the main parts during the movie and I realize that I missed too much of the
movie. I stopped going to the movies because of the lack of captions. I enjoyed watching
captioned movies when renting VHS tapes from Erol's (Blockbusters or similar).

If you add open captions to the film, then everyone in the family will receive the exact same
movie scenes experience and joy as everyone else. In addition, a deaf member in the family can
discuss all of the movie's scenes with a hearing member of the family equally.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Roy Crumrine
roycrumrine72@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Hannahlyn Cudal, and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Hannahlyn Cudal
hannahlyn-cudal@pgcps.org



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Kyla Cunningham and I am Hearing, a person with a neurodivergent, auditory
processing disorder, or similar medical condition. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Kyla Cunningham
kyla.cunningham.kc@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Joe Dalaker and I am Hearing. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

This bill is an important step toward making movie theaters in Maryland truly inclusive of the
communities who need captioning--the physically deaf and the Deaf Community, the
hard-of-hearing, and persons with other differences around language and hearing. Currently,
while access may technically be available in many movie theaters, the accommodations are not
consistent. The bill would make the accommodations more consistent.

The following experiences at movie theaters of one of Cheverly's residents, who is deaf,
illustrates the problems that the bill will help to rectify:

Captioning equipment not being maintained. The resident has attended movies that were
advertised as being closed-captioned, at movie theaters that provided captioning equipment. On
multiple occasions, at different theaters, she had borrowed the captioning equipment only to
discover it was not properly maintained (e.g., battery not charged) and as a result would not
provide captions for the movie. Not every theater employee necessarily knows how to maintain
the equipment, and those who do (typically a manager) are not always immediately available to
address problems like this.

Pursuant to this problem, I emphasize that poorly-maintained captioning equipment does not
provide equal access. Because movie trailers and advertisements shown before the start of the
main feature frequently are not captioned, the Cheverly resident has on multiple occasions and at
multiple theaters only discovered the equipment malfunction after the movie started. Getting the



problem fixed required her to go back to the theater's service desk and ask for assistance from a
staff member who was not immediately available, and therefore she missed the plot expositions
of the films she attended. Missing that information only reinforced the usual non inclusive
dynamics she experiences typically--having to piece information together, with bits of
information missing, because communication in the wider community assumes all parties are
hearing.

Rarity of open-captioned movie viewings. Attending the movies is a social activity. The movie
theater is a place where friends go to connect and where couples go on dates. When
closed-captioning equipment malfunctions, it takes away from the shared experience of watching
the movie -- particularly when, as is often the case, only one person in a party attending the
movie needs the captioning. Open captioning would put everyone on an even footing, and not
mark those who need the captioning as "other." Currently, open-captioned movies are rare, both
geographically (only some theaters have open captioning) and in terms of content (usually only
non-English-language films have subtitles).

Given her repeated experiences with malfunctioning captioning equipment, the Cheverly resident
has attempted to go to the movies with friends and loved ones for open captioned viewings. To
do so she either had to go to Columbia Maryland (a 40-minute drive each way from Cheverly)
for specific viewings, or see a foreign-language film closer by (which provided English subtitles
for spoken dialogue). Therefore, her experiences of going to the movies on a date or with a group
of friends usually required her to rely on closed-captioning equipment, as opposed to an
unencumbered viewing of an open-captioned film.

I want to point out that when hearing people want to see a film in a language other than English,
they usually expect there to be subtitles. Providing open captioning for each film multiple times a
week, at popular movie-viewing times, shows respect for those who need captioning for
English-language films; failing to do so does not.

For these reasons above, I urge you to pass the act. It would reduce needless frustration and send
a message that everyone matters, regardless of ability.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Joe Dalaker
Joseph.Dalaker@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Renee Damskey, and I am Hearing. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Renee Damskey
pinkpointer@aol.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Rikki Daniels and I am Hearing, a person with a neurodivergent, auditory processing
disorder. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Rikki Daniels
rellingsworth@msn.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Carmen Danley and I am a person with neurodivergent, auditory processing
disorder.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
can access the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Carmen Danley
Danley.carmen@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Amy Dauphin, and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Queen Anne’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

It would be a dream to go to the movie theaters at normal natural times to hang with my two
hearing children (both ages 11 and 14) and watch new upcoming movies. Oftentimes, they
begged to see newly released movies, and they end up going with their hearing father on their
own.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Amy Dauphin
amydauphin@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Daniel Davidson, and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Daniel Davidson
danyld21@gmail.com
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February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Gabrielle Davis, and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Gabrielle Davis
GDavis3115@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jerome Davis and I am Hearing. I live in Prince George's County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I think this is a fairness issue. Captions will allow Deaf citizens in Maryland to enjoy the same
movies as Hearing citizens. I support this measure because it is the right thing to do!

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jerome Davis
jddavis14@aol.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Luci Dawson and I am a person with a neurodivergent, auditory processing disorder,
or similar medical condition. I live in Garrett County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Increasing accessibility in public places benefits everyone. I personally prefer to watch movies
with captions especially if the music in the film is louder than the actors’ speaking. This would
also allow hard of hearing or deaf individuals to more easily experience movies with their friends
and family, instead of missing out.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Luci Dawson
lvdawson26@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Sheilyn De La Cruz, and I am Deaf.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Sheilyn De La Cruz
sheilyndelacruz@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Keith Delk and I am Deaf.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

As a proponent of accessibility and inclusive innovation, I have long championed the cause of
open captioning in movie theaters. Over the years, I've advocated for open captions in movie
theaters, only to accumulate vouchers for subpar experiences provided by current assistive
devices. Such shortcomings have turned many homes such as mine into makeshift theaters.

The rising generation is shaping a future grounded in the principles of diversity and inclusion, as
evidenced by the surge of captioned content across social media channels. This evolving cultural
landscape sets the expectation for inclusive practices across all sectors, including entertainment.
Movie theaters, by not universally adopting open captions, are not aligning with the progressive
values that are becoming a hallmark of our society. It is imperative that they adapt to reflect the
inclusive spirit that characterizes the current American ethos. Over the past three decades, I've
yet to meet anyone opposed to open captions.

I invite you to engage in a brief exercise to simulate the experience that many individuals
encounter when using captioning devices in theaters. Please shift your gaze rapidly between this
document and a space 30 feet in front of you, repeating the motion ten times. Notice the strain
this causes? This is a mere glimpse into the strenuous effort required to read captions with each
line of dialogue in a full-length film, all while managing unwieldy assistive technology. This
strenuous experience, which is all too common, underscores a significant oversight in our
collective efforts toward inclusivity.



In the pursuit of equality and accessibility, it is clear that open captions are not only widely
accepted but are also a necessary step forward. It is high time our movie theaters reflect the
inclusive values that our society rightfully embraces.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Keith Delk
kdelk22@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Margaret Dell and I am Hearing. I live in Baltimore County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Margaret Dell
dellpe1209@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Donna Derkowski and I am Deaf. I live in Baltimore County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Donna Derkowski
donna.derkowski@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Ramadhani Desho and I am Deaf. I live in Dorchester County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Ramadhani Desho
deaf454@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Chris DeSomma, and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Carroll County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Chris DeSomma
cdesgt67@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Meredith DeSomma, and I am Deaf. I live in Carroll County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I just want to be treated like other parents who take their family to the movie theater. I have 2
deaf daughters and a Hard of Hearing husband who I would love to take them to a movie and be
able to watch open captions without forcing my children, my husband and myself to wear or
carry those ridiculous devices to be able to enjoy the movies as a family.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Meredith DeSomma
mdutchy81@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Kristin Detrow and I am Hearing. I live in Washington County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

My daughter is Deaf and she deserves access just like everyone else. Every individual, regardless
of their abilities or disabilities, deserves equal access and opportunities.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Kristin Detrow
playlikeotters@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Viola DeVinney and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I have used the cup holder cc device and the glasses, both of which malfunction frequently. I
have been attending only open caption movies and hearing friends admit that the open captioning
movie also helps them discern better.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Viola DeVinney
tadnvi @gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Lisa Dewing and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

My personal story is I am hearing but my husband is deaf. One story of a common experience:
our 15-year-old son wanted to go to the movies with his friends but that theater is infamous for
its captioning devices never working properly. We constantly miss half of the movie (or
sometimes all of it), while they struggle to get it working. So my husband had to force them to
go to a different theater where they have caption glasses which are a little more reliable. Even
then, he gets a headache looking at the captions through the glasses. Open captions do not harm
anyone- they only benefit. They benefit even people who are not deaf or hard of hearing. They
enhance literacy for younger people. They help allow hearing people to catch words or phrases
that they may have missed in the movie due to loud noises from special effects and such. The
films are already coded with captions, so it doesn't cost the theater anything to just turn them on
and have them displayed on the screen.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Lisa Dewing
Lisa@thedewings.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Rafi Diaz and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Rafi Diaz
harleyifar6@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jalina Dietz, and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jalina Dietz
jalinadietz@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Donna DiMarco, and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Donna DiMarco
dadimarco9@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Janice DiMarco, and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Janice DiMarco
janicedimarco@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Nico DiMarco, and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Nico DiMarco
nicodimarco3@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Allysa Dittmar and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Allysa Dittmar
Allysa.dittmar@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Clark Sr Dobson, and I am Deaf.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Clark Sr Dobson
c.dobson661@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Rosemary Dockter, and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Rosemary Dockter
redockter@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Charles Dodt and I am Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Charles Dodt
poppyof3@twc.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Kristen Dodt and I am Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Kristen Dodt
ncdodts@twc.com



 February 8, 2024 
 Judicial Proceedings Committee 
 2 East 
 Miller Senate Office Building 
 State Capitol 
 Annapolis, MD 21401 

 Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee: 

 My name is Steven Doleac, and I am Deaf. I live in Anne Arundel County. 

 I am writing to ask you to support  SB 92 - Open Captioning  Movie Bill,  sponsored by Senator 
 Benjamin Brooks. This bill will  require all motion  picture houses to offer closed captioning for 
 each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open 
 captioning for at least two screenings each week. 

 Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 
 (children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 
 that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video. 
 Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 
 children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

 Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 
 have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who 
 go to the movie. 

 Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 
 SB 92. 

 Sincerely, 

 Steven Doleac 
 VWDoka88@gmail.com 



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Marianne Doremus and I am Hearing. I live in Wicomico County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Marianne Doremus
marianne@doremus4.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Stephanie Douglas, and I am a person learning English as a second language. I live
in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Stephanie Douglas
stphndgls@icloud.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Lana Dove and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I am a coordinator of the school’s Student Life where I am responsible for finding activities for
the students. We need more accessible movie options for Deaf students. When the bill is passed,
it will provide a variety of showtimes and movie ratings for open-captioned screenings, and that
will ensure our Deaf students have the opportunity to enjoy movies independently, just like their
hearing counterparts.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Lana Dove
LuckyLeoMom@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Wilton Downs, and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Wilton Downs
wddlacross@aol.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Kassanda Drammeh, and I am Hearing. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

My mom is hard of hearing and has relied on the CC screens or headphones for years. They often
don’t work and would ruin the experience of a family outing to the theater for a new release. So,
we often would just wait till movies came out on DVD or streaming. While open captions have
helped my mom see more movies in the past couple years, the availability for movies with OC is
so scarce that we still can’t always go. My mom planned a girls night for my sister and I to go
with her to see the newest Little Mermaid and we never got to go, cause the availability and need
to drive into DC on a weeknight after work became a roadblock.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Kassandra Drammeh
k.saravia12@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Momodou Drammeah, and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Momodou Drammeh
jumper218@comcast.net



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jen Dryer and I am a person with a neurodivergent, auditory processing disorder.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jen Dryer
Jendryer@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Kyna Duley and I am Hearing. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Kyna Duley
kdaduley@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Mariama Dumbuya and I am Hearing. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Mariama Dumbuya
mariama.dumbuya1@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Carina Edington and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Carina Edington
carina.g.edington@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is John Edington and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

John Edington
John.d.edington@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Tilde Edington and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Tilde Edington
tildeedington@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Tindra Edington and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Tindra Edington
Tindra.edington@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Tyrell Edwards Sr, and I am Deaf. I live in Baltimore County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Tyrell Edwards Sr
etyrell836@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Gail Edwards and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

I no longer go to movie theaters like I used to because I don’t want to have to deal with making
efforts to go, ending up with glasses that are out of charge, and then being given free tickets to
come back and repeat the cycle. The ticket price isn’t worth the effort, but if it’s open-captioned,
I’ll be much more inclined to go see the latest releases.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Gail Edwards
Gailcbsr@aol.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Craig Egan, and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

All movie theaters should have open-captions on the screen. It would have a positive tool for
everyone including the people with mental and/or health needs.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Craig Egan
cee8588@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is JoAnn Elliott, and I am Hearing. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I'm 60+ and have age related hearing loss. When I go to the movies, I want to be entertained, not
struggle with various closed captioning devices that are clunky at best and malfunctioning at
worst. It's the best thing to be able to enjoy a night out watching a movie I can actually
understand!

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

JoAnn Elliott
elliott.tilden@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Corinne Emanuel, and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I am a hearing ASL/pre-Interpreting student at CCBC and have learned how important open
captioning is to create an inclusive environment. Those people that are Deaf, Hard of Hearing,
learning to read and write English, and for those that might need open captioning as a backup in
a noisy environment would greatly benefit from the passage of this bill as well as provide
communication access to a wider audience.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Corinne Emanuel
coremanuel@aol.com



February 8, 2024

Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Diane Emmanuel, and I am Deaf. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Diane Emmanuel
diane.emman@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Greyses Encarnacion and I am Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Greyses Encarnacion
greyses.encarnacion@gallaudet.edu



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Brittany Ensor, and I am Hearing. I live in Carroll County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Brittany Ensor
bensor@live.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Samuel Errett and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Samuel Errett
samuelerrett@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Mayumi Escalante, and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

We have deaf, hard of hearing, hearing, English Second Language, and new readers in our
family. At home, we all use captions and subtitles daily and wait for “new” films to be released
on streaming video platforms. Like many families, we would appreciate access to the full
experience of going to the movies together.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Mayumi Escalante
whosyumi@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Rita Escalante, and I am Hearing. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Rita Escalante
ritaescalante@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Elaine Estrella, and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

My son is 12 and at home he enjoys watching movies with subtitles with me. When I asked him
why can’t we go to the movie theater - he would say ‘mom, they don’t have subtitles, let’s just
watch it at home so we can watch with unlimited snack and save money!’ While I admit it’s
convenient - why do we have to wait until the movie is released to be able to enjoy it while
people have already seen the movie months prior?

I’d like to be able to attend the open caption movie theater showing without the need to ask for
accessibility. Often when I attend the one near my area there are 2-3 movie theaters and they
mostly show CC movies. Which means I will have to ask for the bulky accessibility device or the
glass caption that leaves a temporary dent in between my nose. I cannot count how many times I
had to leave midway through the movie just to get the device fixed/corrected when it breaks
down. It’s rare that I’ve seen them show OC and it is usually at an off peak time. No one should
feel like a second class citizen when it comes to attending an event that is open to everybody.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Elaine Estrella
ekamestrella@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Sarah Eubanks and I am Hard of Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Sarah Eubanks
see411@rocketmail.com
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February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jared Evans, and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jared Evans
jnevans@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Sherry Evans and I am Hard of Hearing, and also a person with a neurodivergent,
auditory processing disorder. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Sherry Evans
Sherrymevans@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Marlene Everhardt and I am Hearing. I live in Harford County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Marlene Everhardt
everhardtm@verizon.net



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Darlene Ewan, and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Darlene Ewan
CANtheCANT@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Thomas Fair Jr, and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Allegany County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I have lost some hearing with age and have trouble understanding speech. Cinema is no longer
an enjoyable event for this reason. With an open caption, would be helpful.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Thomas Fair Jr
lamejames@live.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Olarinde Farayola and I am Deaf. I live in Baltimore County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Olarinde Farayola
larindesuccess@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Shane Feldman and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I have been a resident of Maryland for almost 30+ years and throughout my life, my experience
with movie captioning in Maryland has always been challenging and I have never fully enjoyed
the movie experience. Every attempt to accommodate us has resulted in an experience that feels
like the movie theaters do not care about our needs. They know they can get away without
because the state allows it. Open captioning would overcome that stigma that our community has
endured for decades.

To give a most recent example.

I live near the Regal Laurel Towne Centre in Laurel, MD and since moving back to Maryland
have attempted to attend the movie theater with my college-aged, high-school aged, and
elementary school-aged children. However, each and every time I have been there I spent a
considerable amount of time asking the staff to fix the closed captioning glasses system and they
have been generally ambivalent and tell me that "corporate hasn't fixed the system for us" in over
a year. As a way to make me better, they have given me free passes to come back to the movie
theater, exclusive only to Regal Laurel Towne Centre and each time we have used it to come
back, the system still doesn't work and I end up watching the rest of the movie with my kids so
they can enjoy the experience. However, I cannot talk with them about what happened because I
do not know what happened.



This needs to stop. All closed captioning needs to be replaced with the option to turn on open
captions so we can watch the movie with our families, children, and friends with the same joy
that our hearing community can do with their families and peers. Do not trust corporations that
promise newfangled technology that they think will work for us, listen to the Deaf and Hard of
Hearing community about what works for us and enforce them upon the corporations that do not
have a vested interest in our well-being.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Shane Feldman
shanefeldman@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jacob Fender, and I am a person with a neurodivergent, auditory processing disorder,
or similar medical condition. I live in Allegany County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jacob Fender
jacob.fender@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Maria Fernandes and I am Hearing. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

I am getting old and I have age-related hearing loss. I am a movie enthusiast so I need movies to
be open captioned at movie theater in Maryland. Not only I need open captioned movies, but also
my son and my daughter in law are deaf as they need movies to be open captioned at the movie
theater.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Maria Fernandes
ferns.zac@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Roy Fernandes and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I grew up in other countries experiencing to watch many open captioned movies and subtitled
movies. When I came to the U.S. in 1980, I wondered why most movies at the US movie theaters
were not open-captioned yet. I waited too long. Now is 2024. Most movies are still not
open-captioned yet so requesting movies to be open-captioned at theaters gave me headaches.
Open-captioning movies at movie theaters shouldn’t be an issue. Everyone can upgrade their
skills by learning to read open captions. It would be helpful to be very educated. Many
international film festivals, including Cannes and Venice, already include open captions or
subtitles in multiple languages on the screen. Even international audiences in many countries
loved to watch open-captioned movies or subtitled movies being subtitled in multiple languages
on the screen and they were never distracted by either open-captioned movies or subtitled
movies. They are smarter than US people.

A study found that only 22% of viewers find subtitles more distracting than helpful, from which
it can be inferred that over three-quarters of potential viewers don’t find subtitles distracting. The
study also found that:

* 74% of viewers say subtitles help them comprehend the plot.
* 68% say subtitles help hold their attention on the screen.
* 55% say they often have to rewind after missing things said when they don’t use subtitles.



It would be good for the US because there are many foreign-speaking people, people with
hearing loss including military personnel, deaf people whose first language is ASL, people with
disabilities, elders with hearing loss, and a general audience who want to understand English
rather than having hard times hearing strong accents prefer open captioning. Why wait so long to
make movies open captioning without hassles? We know that It is not costly and it won’t affect
the movie theater business. The inclusion of open captions in international film festivals and
movies in many countries demonstrates that it is indeed a feasible and widely accepted practice. I
support both bills and hope these bills will be passed.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Roy Fernandes
royfern@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Sherry Fernandes and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I am originally from India and have been raised to watch movies with subtitles in different
languages along with English which was extremely beneficial. I was raised to prefer
English-language dubbing when watching a foreign-language movie or show in India. The lack
of open captions in movies in the United States is disappointing and presents a barrier to fully
enjoying the cinematic experience. It is not fair to me and other citizens to wait for special times.
This is not considered freedom when it comes to having no captioned movies whereas the United
States is a free country?!

Additionally, while consuming media in the language you want to learn is a great way to
immerse yourself, only 26% of Americans have used subtitles to learn a new language. If you’re
up for the challenge, try a foreign language film
(https://preply.com/en/blog/most-popular-foreign-films/) with English subtitles, and see if you
can start to understand some phrases. Why not open captioning movies in English? It would be
helpful for everyone.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Sherry Fernandes
sherryaryafern@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Feta Fernsler, and I am Deaf.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I live next door to Maryland and sometimes swing by for events there. I am 20 minutes away
from Maryland. I did try to watch a movie during a mini-vacation with no luck. No Open
Caption movies were available nearby so we used CaptiView but the signal to sync captions was
malfunctioning. We had missed more than 20 minutes of introductions and 2 check-ins despite
having arrived 1 hour early for the movie to get good seats. It was for Barbie which was
important as we had no idea why a bad day was happening.

In my experience, Open Caption showings have the least number of issues encountered to date. It
also frees up my cup holder for drinks or snacks too. That makes it easier to have a date and hold
hands!

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Feta Fernsler
endfates@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jodi Ferrell, and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jodi Ferrell
wittjl9904@aol.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Thomas Ferrell, and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Thomas Ferrell
tomaferrell@icloud.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Monique Fetzer, and I am Hearing. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Even as a hearing person, I often find the dialogue difficult to understand. Examples include
unusual names or heavy accents. I frequently leave the captioning on when watching television
which helps because I am a visual learner.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Monique Fetzer
mfetzer101@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Angela Fiastro and I am a person with a neurodivergent, auditory processing
disorder. I live in Baltimore County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Angela Fiastro
angela.fiastro@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is John Fine, and I am Deaf. I live in Carroll County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

John Fine
jfine24@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Matthew Fisher, and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Matthew Fisher
matthew.fisher2010@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Rachel Fleming and I am Hearing, a person with a neurodivergent, auditory
processing disorder. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Rachel Fleming
racflem@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jessica Flinchum and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jessica Flinchum
jessica.orr@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Michele Floam, and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Michele Floam
mfloam@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Alexis Flowers, and I am Hearing. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Alexis Flowers
alexis.flowers@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Rochelle Focaracci and I am Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Rochelle Focaracci
digandkick@bellsouth.net



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Kiana Fok, and I am Hearing, and a person with a neurodivergent, auditory
processing disorder, or similar medical condition. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Kiana Fok
kianafok@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name isAdeoluwa Folami, and I am Hearing. I live in Baltimore County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Open captioning is a way to ensure the accessibility rights of the Deaf, Hard of Hearing, and
Hearing communities in Maryland. The potential benefit to all communities when this bill is
approved cannot be quantified, but will be seen in the increased tolerance, love and
understanding we show to one another, and in how we become more inclusive as a society and
state.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Adeoluwa Folami
adeoluwafolami@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Noel Fon, and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Noel Fon
noel-fon@pgcps.org



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Christina Fonseca-Graddy, and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

The OC is essential for 2 reasons, 1) eventually I'll lose the rest of my hearing and would
appreciate very much to enjoy movies as understanding what is being said and 2) coming from a
part Hispanic family (was adopted by a Hispanic dad) with many friends whom are learning
English as a 2nd language is essential to use in a daily lifestyle.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Christina Fonseca-Graddy
christinafonseca86@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Ashley Ford, and I am Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Ashley Ford
ashleyford777@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is James Ford, III and I am Hearing. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

James Ford, III
jameswfordiii@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Rachel Ford, and I am Hearing. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I have Deaf and hard of hearing friends and family members. As it stands, movie theaters are not
accessible. When I go to the movies with Deaf friends at best, the theaters will have a cup-holder
captioning device that makes the movie-goer have to split their attention, the captions are too
small to read, and are often out of sync either spoiling the plot or leaving the Deaf person behind.
Beyond that, the battery on the device often dies and we have to go to the front desk to request a
replacement- missing 15 minutes of the movie in the process.

I have gone to theaters with open captions and the experience is completely different. My friends
are able to have equal access and enjoy the movies like anyone else! This also supports my
friends and family members who speak English as a second language, making it easier to
understand. I also benefit personally from captions. Often there are multiple characters talking,
background noise, etc and it is so helpful to have that visual.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Rachel Ford
rachelford120@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Angie Foster, and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Angie Foster
angie18foster@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Leslie Foxman, and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

As a supporter of the Deaf Community for over 30 years, many colleagues and friends would
benefit directly from this bill, and we could go see a NEW movie TOGETHER and have
EQUAL ACCESS SIMULTANEOUSLY. We'd go out for a meal before or after, because that is
what we do. And buy popcorn anyway. There is absolutely no downside to open captioning. It is
also great for people learning English as a second language, and for seniors and veterans
experiencing age- or trauma- related hearing-loss. Millions of people would benefit from passage
of this bill, and it would stimulate the economy....most people don't go see movies alone, but
with a friend or a group of friends, each buying their own ticket and snacks, etc.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Leslie Foxman
lesfoxman@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Dante Francois and I am a person with a neurodivergent, auditory processing
disorder. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Dante Francois
wipeoutiv@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Pam Frank and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Pam Frank
Pamelalynne80@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Hilary Franklin and I am Deaf, a person with a neurodivergent, auditory processing
disorder. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Hilary Franklin
hilary.franklin@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jennifer Fraser, and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Calvert County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jennifer Fraser
fraserac67@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Joan Frederickson and I am Hearing. I live in Washington County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

I am a hearing person but I am in my 60s and I find that I like having captions when watching
movies and as I get older, I am sure that I will need them more, this bill will be beneficial to
many people and is such a small thing to help others.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Joan Frederickson
Joan7of9@aol.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Harry Friedman and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Harry Friedman
harryo714@comcast.net



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Eryn Frischkorn, and I am Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Eryn Frischkorn
eefst1@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Ruth Ann Frohn, and I am Deaf. I live in Baltimore County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Ruth Ann Frohn
froglady50@comcast.net



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Amy Fry and I am Hearing, also a person learning English as a second language. I
live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Amy Fry
Amyjeanfry@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Judy Gaatelum and I am Deaf, also a person learning English as a second language.
I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
can access the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Judy Gaatelum
Judygastelum@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Carrie Gale, and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Carrie Gale
cargale76@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Silvia Gallareta and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Silvia Gallareta
Flaquis925@hotmaik.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Mike Grantz, and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Mike Grantz
msgantz@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Susan Gantz and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Susan Gantz
sue_gantz@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Dolly Gardner and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Washington County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Dolly Gardner
sweetlimedg@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jordan Garrison and I am Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
can access the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jordan Garrison
Jordangarrison1997@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Mary Geffert, and I am Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I have been an ASL/Eng interpreter for over 30 years. I spent a large part of my career as an
educational interpreter and have seen first hand the benefits of captioning. Open captioning not
only benefits the DHH communities but many other populations as well. It aids in reading
learners. Please know the depth of benefit passing this bill would be.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Mary Geffert
mairs@aol.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Joanne Geppert, and I am Deaf. I live in Carroll County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Joanne Geppert
jostaub60@gmail.com
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February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Mia Hansen, and I am Hard of Hearing, and a person with a neurodivergent,
auditory processing disorder, or similar medical condition. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Mia Hansen
bluerosegirl15@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Joanna Gerhardt, and I am Deaf. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Joanna Gerhardt
joanna.gerhardt77@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Rebecca Gettel and I am Hearing. I live in Allegany County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Rebecca Gettel
beccalynn214@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Gwynn Gibbons and I am Hearing. I live in Caroline County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Gwynn Gibbons
4gibbons@comcast.net



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is LaShonda Gibson and I am Deaf. I live in Baltimore County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

LaShonda Gibson
lashonda.gib@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Teresa Gilbert, and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Teresa Gilbert
teresakaygilbert@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Sue Gill-Doleac, and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Sue Gill-Doleac
sgilldoleac@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Lizzie Gill, and I am Hearing. I live in Calvert County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I enjoy captions to help with my understanding of a film. It's an easy addition to accommodate
those who are not hearing, or who could benefit from captions!!

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Lizzie Gill
elizabeth.rose.gill@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jesse Ginsburg and I am a person with a neurodivergent, auditory processing
disorder, or similar medical condition.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jesse Ginsburg
jesseginsburg@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Cassidy Godfroy, and I am Hearing, a person with a neurodivergent, auditory
processing disorder, or similar medical condition. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Cassidy Godfroy
cassidygodfroy@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Senoa Goehring, and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Senoa Goehring
senoag@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Mitch Goldberg, and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Mitch Goldberg
hmitchg@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Bridget Gonzalez and I am Hearing. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I have worked in Maryland for the past 49 years in the Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing community. It
would be wonderful if I could watch the movies with my deaf counterparts. The inclusion of
open captions in movie showings shared with everyone is so important.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Bridget Gonzalez
BridgetGonzalez@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Denise Goodson, and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Denise Goodson
esinednosdoog@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Robert Goodwin, and I am Deaf.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Robert Goodwin
rsg0910@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Yona Gorelick, and I am Hearing. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I have family members who are hard of hearing who have given up on going to movies with
closed captioning. They do go to movies with open captioning, however. Open captioning makes
movies more accessible.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Yona Gorlick
yonalevgorelick+signed@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Claire Goucher, and I am Hearing, a person with a neurodivergent, auditory
processing disorder, or similar medical condition. I live in Baltimore County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Claire Goucher
cegoucher25@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Ed Goyda and I am Hearing. I live in Somerset County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

The proposed legislation provides greater accessibility to movies for the Deaf and
Hard-of-Hearing communities in Maryland, making it easier for them to enjoy movies at their
convenience. In addition, open captions have considerable benefits for boosting literacy skills,
especially for those with print disabilities or who are English Language Learners. Studies show
that captioning and subtitles help strengthen reading skills including reading speed, fluency, and
vocabulary.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Ed Goyda
ed.goyda@somelibrary.org



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Lonnie Graddy, and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Lonnie Graddy
randy.graddy@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Andrew Graves, and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Andrew Graves
andgraves10@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Phyllis Graves and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Phyllis Graves
Pgraves66@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Veronique Graves, and I am Hearing. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Open captioning at movie theaters is critical for accessibility. I remember attending a movie with
a friend who is deaf and attempted to use the assistive captioning device that attaches to the cup
holder. The machine was broken therefore making it difficult if not impossible to follow the
movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Veronique Graves
veroniquegraves@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Adrienne Gravish and I am Deaf. I live in Baltimore County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

It’s so disappointing to go in the theater with a caption device that kept malfunctioning and had
to be reset multiple times. I missed so much dialogue and even missed chunks of song lyrics. My
eyes were trying not to cross between focusing on a huge screen and then focusing on a tiny
device that fits in my cup holder and has this stiff neck. There is no room for snacks and a cup
holder for my drink is where the dang caption device fits. I can’t go to the movies with my
hearing family. Open captions saves my eyes and my neck from pain and strain and makes going
to the movies worth those high ticket prices plus high snack prices.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Adrienne Gravish
AdrienneGravish144@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jessica Gray and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Everyone deserves to be able to enjoy movies. I have friends who are Deaf/Hard of Hearing, and
they are not always able to go see movies in theaters due to defective captioning devices, lack of
accessible showings, difficulty in scheduling, etc. Even my not-so-elderly parents need captions
when they watch movies and TV.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jessica Gray
Pianojay92@hotmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Lawrence Gray, and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Lawrence Gray
graystorm@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Michael Graziano and I am Deaf. I live in Harford County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Michael Graziano
mikey25@sudsburg.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Joey Greegor and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Joey Greegor
joeygreegor@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Danielle Green, and I am Hearing. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Danielle Green
danielleegreen7@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Logan Green, and I am Hearing. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Logan Green
logy.love75@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Nathanael Green and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Nathanael Green
nathanaelgreen@msn.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Terrance Green and I am Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Terrance Green
terrance3000@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Casey Greenberg and I am Hearing. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I am hearing and English is my first language, but when I went to see Across the Spider-Verse
last summer, one of the characters spoke so fast with such a thick accent that I barely understood
half of his dialogue. I kept asking my friend if he understood and could repeat the lines to me,
and I’m sure that was bothersome for the other moviegoers to listen to. If open-captioned
showings were available, I would always choose them over non-captioned showings.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Casey Greenberg
wolfanaticasey@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Brian Greenwald and I am Deaf. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Please support this bill to provide an accessible environment for all Marylanders. There is also
the potential for an untapped economic pool of people who were previously unable to attend
theaters and now willing to support their local movie theatre.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Brian Greenwald
bhgreenwald313@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Rebecca Greenwald, and I am Deaf. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Rebecca Greenwald
rmgreenwald72@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Felicia A Greer and I am Hearing. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I am an educator for the deaf and hard of hearing students in P.G. County Public Schools. Our
students need exposure to language and learning . To afford all those within the Deaf Community
an opportunity to equal access to entertainment and the arts without barriers is a win.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Felicia A Greer
faj2871@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jethro Griffin and I am Hearing. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jethro Griffin
jethro.griffin@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Carol Griffith, and I am Deaf. I live in Caroline County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Carol Griffith
cjonmobile@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Eddie Griffith, and I am Deaf. I live in Caroline County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Eddie Griffith
muskygriff61@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Sadie Griffith, and I am Deaf. I live in Caroline County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I have been to a few movie theaters in my life, although not as many as I'd like to. I do not like
the current options to watch the movies through either the CC glasses (I have glasses myself so
they do not fit on) or the assisted device that goes into the cup holder. It's bulky and it makes
noise and it'll fall at random times which disrupt the other movie goers in the theater which is
embarrassing.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Sadie Griffith
esadiegriffith@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Mark Griffiths and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Mark Griffiths
liebestod77@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Heidi Griggs, and I am Deaf. I live in Baltimore County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Heidi Griggs
heidigriggs@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Maria Guerrero, and I am Deaf.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Maria Guerrero
mguerrero92864@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jacqueline Guers and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jacqueline Guers
jackieguers@hotmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Kathleen Gustafson and I am a person with a neurodivergent, auditory processing
disorder, or similar medical condition. I live in Cecil County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

It can be difficult for me to understand dialogue in movies. I've grown used to having subtitles
for most media, and it makes it much easier to understand.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Kathleen Gustafson
nebula2015@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Concepcion Gutierrez, and I am a person with a neurodivergent, auditory processing
disorder. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Concepcion Gutierrez
egsspccc@aol.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jessica Guzman, and I am Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I am a Child of Deaf Adults and I grew up in Maryland, where my parents still reside. I grew up
with captions since I was a baby and because of it, learned to read at a very early age. I still have
captions on your TV and always wishing the movies at theaters would show captions. Captions
help me fully understand and appreciate a film because I am able to get every single word.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jessica Guzman
jguzm219@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Kevin Hall, and I am Deaf. I live in Baltimore County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Kevin Hall
kevoflyfree9.5@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Stephanie Hamilton and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Stephanie Hamilton
h6031@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jesse Hammons, and I am Hearing, and a person with a neurodivergent, auditory
processing disorder, or similar medical condition. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

We, as Marylanders, have a responsibility to participate and contribute to the society we’re a part
of. In order to be full participants of this society, we must all have access to every product, place,
or service operating within the governance of our state. This includes movie theaters and/or
motion picture houses. Maryland has a rich and diverse Deaf community, who deserve to have
access to these places. The community is telling us (folks who hear) clearly that open captioning
is what they need for this access. I support this fully. I also am someone who has an auditory
processing disorder and use captions to watch movies. I don’t typically go to movie theaters
because they don’t provide open captioning. I know many Marylanders who use captions for
various reasons who are being denied this simple accommodation. We must ensure that all
Marylanders have access to these locations by implementing and enforcing open captioning
requirements. One day soon, this will become commonplace and this body of governance will
have been the lawmakers who made access a priority for all of the people of this state.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jesse Hammons
hammons.jesse@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is John Hano, and I am Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

John Hano
hmhano@yahoo.com
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February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Kathryn Harrington and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Kathryn Harrington
katmh@verizon.net



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Regina Harris and I am Hard of Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Regina Harris
harrisfamily3709@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Amy Harrison, and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

My husband and I have four children. 2 of our children are profoundly deaf. Having an open
caption will allow all my children to go to the movies together and enjoy! We shouldn’t have to
show up extra early to try out the captioning devices to see which one is working correctly or
even to figure out which one is charged. My children should not be limited to times and locations
where open captioning is available. My family shouldn’t have to drive an hour away just to join
us for a movie because open captioning is only available in certain areas. Open captioning does
benefit both deaf, hard of hearing and hearing people. Please make open captioning at movie
theaters available at all theaters in Maryland.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Amy Harrison
aeharrison06@gmail.con



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Faith Hart, and I am Hearing. I live in Allegany County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Faith Hart
FaithHart92@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Becky Hartman and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Becky Hartman
fbakebh50@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Fred Hartman and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Fred Hartman
FHartman6@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Joseph Hartung, and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Joseph Hartung
jfhartung@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is NaTira Harvey and I am Hearing. I live in Calvert County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

NaTira Harvey
nlharvey2910@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Sarah Harvey and I am Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Open captioned movies allow us to go to the movies as a family. With multiple hard of hearing
children, captioning devices often aren't available, malfunction and otherwise make the
experience less enjoyable. As a non-native English speaker I prefer open captioned movies
myself as well, but hesitate taking up a seat in a popular open captioned movie sometimes so as
to not impede access to someone who really needs it. This is an important initiative that benefits
so many, and enacting this law would mean more consistent access to captioning, instead of
really depending on theater company decisions.

I strongly prefer to have easy to read captions on all movies and TV. It doesn't just help the Deaf
and other communities. It helps all of us make sure we fully understand the movie. Without it, I
often will not go to theaters, preferring to wait until I can use the captioning at home. This
reduces revenue for businesses. If MD theaters had consistent, quality captioning, I'd journey the
short distance from VA for movies there.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Sarah Harvey
Sarahmsgc@hotmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Andrew Hause and I am Hearing, a person learning English as a second language. I
live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Andre Hause
andrewjhause@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Debbie Hause and I am Hearing. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I am a Child of Deaf Adults (CODA) and have been in the deaf community all my life. When it
comes to a favorite pastime that most Americans can enjoy, movies would be one. We go to the
movies during holiday breaks and on date nights and with friends.There is nothing more isolating
and inaccessible than not having Open Captioning. As it stands now, If my family would like to
go to a movie... we have to 1) check the OC times of which there aren't many and typically it is
planned around a time that is during the day so if you are working you are out of luck, OR 2) we
rent a theater out to watch the movie together. Both are clearly unacceptable. Those ridiculous
glasses that movie theaters offer... they don't work for lots of reasons especially if you are color
blind..... It is time to stop ostracizing the community and understand that adding open captions to
the movies does not take away from the experience especially when the movies already have the
caption file. Each movie should have open captioning available all the time. Allowing all of us to
share in the experience together.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Debbie Hause
debbiehause@live.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Stephen Hause and I am Hearing. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Stephen Hause
pastorstephenhause@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Mandy Hawk and I am Hearing. I live in Allegany County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Mandy Hawk
mandyhawk777@hotmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Charlotte HaysMurray, and I am a person with a neurodivergent, auditory processing
disorder, or similar medical condition. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Being able to read and hear dialog of a film makes it easier for me to fully understand what is
going on in the film. As neurodivergent captions help improve the quality of the movie going
experience.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Charlotte HaysMurray
erissa72@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Ulf Hedberg and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Ulf Hedberg
sweducks@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Hope Heflin and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Hope Heflin
hmheflin@mac.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Mark Heflin and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Mark Hedberg
mheflin@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jessica Hengel and I am a person with a neurodivergent, auditory processing
disorder. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I have ADHD and Autism. When at home, I always use captions to enable me to watch movies
and TV shows and frequently feel frustrated when captions aren't available for something. My
slower auditory processing speed can make it difficult to follow what's happening without
captions, especially if there is any background noise like music, sound effects, or people nearby
eating, talking, or just messing around with their stuff. In the grand scheme of things, there are
people who need captions far more than I do and I see no reason why this accessibility feature
wouldn't be default by now. It's an easy accommodation that can be made that improves the
quality of life of people with various disabilities while not harming or taking away from the
experiences of others.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jessica Hengel
junniper610@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Tammy Herrera and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Every movie theater needs to provide open captions for anyone who needs the access. Closed
Captions are not accessible for everyone.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Tammy Herrera
herrerat9798@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Avril Hertneky and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Avril Hertneky
Avrilhertneky@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Emily Hertz, and I am Hearing. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I have a 6 year old child that is Deaf. He loves watching movies at the movie theater and I fear
that will be taken away from him as he gets older and watching movies becomes cumbersome
because captioning devices are insufficient. Deaf and hard of hearing people deserve equal
access.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Emily Hertz
belle4151@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Sara Lee Herzig and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

There should be open captioned films available at more times and days so we have more options.
This benefits not just deaf people but people learning English as second language or whenever
the theater is noisy. They wouldn't miss anything. It should be the standard.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Sara Lee Herzig
slh611@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Erika Hicks and I am a person with neurodivergent, auditory processing disorder.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Erika Hicks
happysoprano1921@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Melani Hidalgo and I am a person learning English as a second language. I live in
Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Melani Hidalgo
hidalgomelani93@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Claire Hill and I am Hearing. I live in Calvert County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Claire Hill
chemo_kid@msn.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Deborah Hill, and I am Deaf. I live in Baltimore County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Deborah Hill
debfaith3@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Wendy Hill and I am Deaf. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Wendy Hill
wshill7@icloud.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Renee Hipkiss and I am Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Renee Hipkiss
rhipkiss.wvyvc@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is David Hirsch, and I am Deaf. I live in Carroll County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I have not been to the theaters for a long time because they do not provide open captioning
movies. I would love to take my children and grandchildren to theaters that provide open
captioning movies and enjoy watching myself and with both children and grandchildren too.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

David Hirsch
davy.hirsch@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Charmaine Hlibok and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Charmaine Hlibok
charmainehlibok@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Greg Hlibok and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I am in support of the open captioning movies bill since equal access to information at a movie
theatre for the deaf and hard of hearing patrons is a civil right. Forcing us to resort to the use of
assistive device in order to view captions in a separate screen at a movie theatre is not justified as
use of such device frustrates deaf and hard of hearing patrons' experience viewing a movie.
Render open captioning available at movie theatres will not be detrimental to anyone as it will
benefit many, not only deaf and hard of hearing patrons but also any children and non english
speaking adults learning as well as any other language.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Greg Hlibok
ghlibok@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Mary L. Hodges and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Mary L. Hodges
maryhodgesmac@me.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Leala Holcomb and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

My family is a mixture of deaf and hearing members. My spouse is hearing, and I am deaf. We
have a deaf child and a hearing child. We are frustrated by the restrictions we encounter in our
ability to go and enjoy movies as a family. We are limited by a few selections of open captioned
films that are shown only at specific days and times. It is frustrating knowing captions can be
easily turned on at any time at any movie theater, but they simply choose not to because they do
not value deaf people's needs for access.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Leala Holcomb
lealaholcomb@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is JoyMarie Holder and I am Hearing, a person with a neurodivergent, auditory
processing disorder, or similar medical condition. I live in Washington County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

JoyMarie Holder
isignatmc@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Lisa Holder and I am Hard of Hearing, a person with a neurodivergent, auditory
processing disorder, or similar medical condition. I live in Washington County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I am the pastor of Christ Deaf United Methodist Church. I am Deaf and have bilateral cochlear
implants. I don’t always want to wear my CIs because of headaches or personal preference, so I
would strongly support open captioning for movies. As a person with ADHD and autism, the
captions also give me a chance to catch something I missed even if I “heard” it since I
temporarily lost focus on the movie. I believe captions benefit those learning the English
language as a second language and even our own children learning how to read. I don’t think
there is a negative for anyone in providing open captioning for all in movies. I would strongly
urge you to approve this bill. Thank you for your consideration.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Rev. Lisa Holder, MDiv, NIC
deafumcpastor@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Ken Hollar and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Washington County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

As a senior citizen, I appreciate using captions while watching movies to understand all of the
dialogue.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Ken Hollar
nek07@aol.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Linda Hollar and I am Hearing. I live in Washington County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

As a senior citizen, I appreciate using captions while watching movies to understand all of the
dialogue.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Linda Hollar
adnil11@aol.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Lisa Hollywood, and I am Deaf. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Lisa Hollywood
LisaH31@verizon.net



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Michael Hollywood, and I am Deaf. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Michael Hollywood
hollywoodterps@verizon.net



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Paula Honda and I am Hearing. I live in Harford County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Paula Honda
phonda1952@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Ethan Hopko and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

As a lifelong Maryland resident and an ardent moviegoer, I fondly remember my first movie
experience. It was a delightful family outing to our local cinema. However, as years passed, my
father's hearing began to deteriorate, turning these cherished family moments into frustrating
experiences for him. He struggled to follow the dialogue, often asking us to whisper
explanations. It was disheartening to see his growing sense of isolation in a place that once
brought him so much joy.

This personal story underscores the importance of the Open Captioning Movies Bill for families
like mine. By mandating open captions in cinemas, we can ensure that everyone, regardless of
hearing ability, can fully enjoy movies. This bill is not just about accessibility; it's about
preserving shared experiences and fostering inclusivity in our community spaces.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Ethan Hopko
ecefour@outlook.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Thomas Horejes and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

This allows me, as a deaf father, to have a full experience with my hearing children at movie
theaters. Right now, my experiences are limited.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Thomas Horejes
thorejes@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Lisa Horne and I am Deaf. I live in Washington County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Lisa Horne
lisahorne99@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Patricia Horne and I am Deaf. I live in St. Mary’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Patricia Horne
hornepe03@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Elizabeth Hortie and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Hortie
bethhortie@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Maria Hourihan and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Maria Hourihan
Reyeshourihn@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Sophia Hu and I am Deaf.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Accessibility for Deaf/Hard of Hearing people is important, but I do want to highlight that more
and more hearing people are watching movies/videos with captions now. With an aging
population as well as a more global community (where people are learning English as a second
language), I cannot stress the benefits of captions for everyone. Open captions will only enhance
the benefits, without any burden or cumbersomeness that come from captioning glasses (which
are bulky/heavy and can lose power halfway through a movie; that happened to me a few times)
and CaptiView captioning devices (which add strain to our eyes by forcing us to shift focus from
CaptiView up close to the movie screen farther out).

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Sophia Hu
sophu26@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Margaret Huang and I am Deaf.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Margaret Huang
mjj6387@aol.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Brook Hubbard and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

I am a hard-of-hearing/late-deafened resident of Maryland. I am also a teacher in Howard
County Public School System (HCPSS) and a parent of two in the school system. Although I did
eventually learn sign language, I spent most of my life growing up without such assistance. As
my hearing worsen with age, confounded by Central Auditory Processing Disorder (CAPD), I
came to rely on captions more and more. It is now to the point where, depending on the voices,
ambient noise, and the environment where I'm watching something, I cannot enjoy many movies
or shows without captions. The first time I saw an Open Caption movie in the theaters it was
fantastic. I was able to catch so many subtitles, including small remarks or quips often unheard
because of the soundtrack, the ambient noise, or the audience. I only wish to be able to enjoy a
movie the classic way, in a theater, without having to miss out on aspects everyone else catches.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Brook Hubbard
BCHubbard1976@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Angela Huguenin and I am Deaf.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Angela Huguenin
ahugu1129@yahoo.com
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February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Cynthia Hunt and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Cynthia Hunt
cdhunt75@me.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Thomas Hunt, and I am Hearing. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Thomas Hunt
ichthus94117@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Gausia Huq-Vali and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Gausia Huq-Vali
malisami2122@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is J. Hyph, and I am Hearing. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I don't always understand the dialogue that is spoken by actors in the films but I do appreciate
Open Captioning so that I can understand what was just said. Open Captioning helps all of us.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

J. Hyph
jhowardh8@comcast.net



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is V. I. and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I am someone who has no hearing problems, but I've found the need for English subtitles on
English-dubbed works and in fact prefer it. I can't express how many times I've been in the
theater and wished there were subtitles. Many characters speak with drawls, accents, and so
much more and it is amazing to have these varied patterns of speech expressed on screen, but it
would benefit everybody to have subtitles in the event that those speech patterns may be difficult
to discern. It's similar to how some singers use a more slurred singing voice, and it can obscure
the lyrics. It sounds beautiful, but it's even better when there are subtitles to absorb the lyrical
content as well. Subtitles benefit everyone!

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

V. I.
viyer12@terpmail.umd.edu



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Shana Ilgenfritz and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Shana Ilgenfritz
s.ilgenfritz@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Noah Intner and I am a person with neurodivergent, auditory processing disorder. I
live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Noah Intner
Noah@intner.net



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Eddie Ionni and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Eddie Ionni
eionni@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Kathy Iverson and I am Hearing. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Kathy Iverson
kathyjoiverson@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Adela Jabine and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I have stopped going to movies unless they are open captioned. None of the “closed captioning”
devices offered by theaters work properly, and it makes moviegoing extremely frustrating. I went
deaf as an adult, so I have fond and vivid memories of hearing movies. But it’s been 25 years
since I could hear. I do have a cochlear implant but it doesn’t help with movies. Open captioning
is useful for so many, not just us deaf.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Adela Jabine
abjabine@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Austin Jacks and I am Hearing. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Austin Jacks
austindavidjacks@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is April Jackson-Woodard and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

April Jackson-Woodard
AprJacks@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Angela Jackson, and I am Hearing. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Angela Jackson
amitchell514@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is E. Jacobowitz , and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Captioning, not only for the Deaf & hearing challenged people, is an excellent tool for all
children & adults to learn how to read. Save America’s literacy!

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

E. Jacobowitz
drlynnjaco.aslstar@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Sandra Jaffe, and I am Hearing. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I believe so many would benefit from captions. I often miss or misunderstand a word and rely on
TV closed captions to catch what I missed. So many benefits to making captioning available to
all.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Sandra Jaffe
sandracjaffe@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Kelly Jaksic, and I am Deaf, a person with a neurodivergent, auditory processing
disorder, or similar medical condition. I live in Carroll County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Kelly Jaksic
kajaksic@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Kamilla Jakubowyc and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Kamilla Jakubowyc
k_joskowiak@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Donna Jameison and I am Hearing. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Donna Jameison
jameisondonna@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Christopher Jappah and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Christopher Jappah
kjappah@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Michele Jaques and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Michele Jaques
Deafmom2017@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Heather Jennings and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Heather Jennings
Haty74@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Tammy Jerrett, and I am Deaf. I live in Charles County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Open captions are better accessibility measures that contribute to creating environments where
everyone feels accepted and can participate without unnecessary obstacles. Trying to get settled
with assistive devices is challenging and time-consuming. The device is the glasses device. I
wear glasses and to wear them on top of my glasses is not a comfortable feeling. Open captions
not only benefit the Deaf community but can also enhance the overall experience for everyone,
promoting a more accessible and comfortable environment.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Tammy Jerrett
tigeress588@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Keta Johnson and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Keta Johnson
Ketajohnson@pm.me



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Rae Johnson and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Rae Johnson
raejohnson21@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jeffrey Johnston and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jeffrey Johnston
johnstonji@verizon.net



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Wesley Johnston and I am Deaf. I live in St. Mary’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

There are two movie theaters in St. Mary's County. The last time I went to a movie, none of the
captioning devices were charged or fully charged. Thus, I missed out on having an enjoyable
experience with my daughters.

Additionally, last year, I was reported to the movie manager for having some kind of recording
device during the movie. It was, in fact, a captioning device that I used during a movie and I
missed the majority of the movie as a result of the investigation. No apology or credit was
issued.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Wesley Johnston
DefTek@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Astrid Jones and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I’m tired of having to go to Virginia and Washington, DC to watch Open Caption movies when I
should be watching them in my State of Maryland.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Astrid Jones
lastboy26@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Doris Jones and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Doris Jones
dorisj778@verizon.net



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Kathleen Jones and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I am one of the movie customers who needs the open captions so I can attend the movies. I
cannot lipread most of the time. If the bills are passed, the movie industry will make a good
business.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Kathleen Jones
meyerjones@aol.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Laura Jones and I am Hearing. I live in Wicomico County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I work for Deaf Independent Living Association, Inc. a nonprofit 501(c)3 Human Service agency
that provides services to individuals that are deaf and hard of hearing that live in Maryland's nine
Eastern Shore counties. Most of the time the closed captioning devices that are offered to the
deaf and hard of hearing DO NOT work efficiently. With open captioned movies, it is much
easier for them to watch and read without missing any of the action taking place. Everyone
should be able to enjoy seeing the movies they like on the big screen at the theaters without
hassle.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Laura Jones
laj_3@hotmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Evelien Josselin and I am Hearing. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Open captioned movies allow us to go to the movies as a family. With multiple hard of hearing
children, captioning devices often aren't available, malfunction and otherwise make the
experience less enjoyable. As a non-native English speaker I prefer open captioned movies
myself as well, but hesitate taking up a seat in a popular open captioned movie sometimes so as
to not impede access to someone who really needs it. This is an important initiative that benefits
so many, and enacting this law would mean more consistent access to captioning, instead of
really depending on theater company decisions.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Evelien Josselin
Evelien.josselin@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Heidi Joyner and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Heidi Joyner
htjhmj73@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Layanna Joyner and I am Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Layanna Joyner
l.jannace.joyner@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Tina Joyner, and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Tina Joyner
cowskins94@aol.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Kolade Kalejaiye and I am Deaf.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Kolade Kalejaiye
jokocha10@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Simon Kallungal and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Simon Kallungal
skall1956@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Minar Kamdar and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Minar Kamdar
mkamdar4@aol.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Laurie Kantor and I am Hearing. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Laurie Kantor
lckanter@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Adrian Kantor and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Adrian Kantor
akantor1976@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Sarah Katz and I am Deaf.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I’m a Virginia resident, but most of my immediate family lives in Maryland. On Saturday, I went
to the AMC in Rio in Gaithersburg, Maryland, with my family to see The Color Purple. We
checked that there were captions available beforehand. When I arrived, I requested a captioning
device. I went into the theater, sat down, and realized that the captioning device didn't fit into the
cupholder. It was very unstable. Then the movie began, and I noticed the captioning device had a
very low battery. The guest services desk was far away, down a set of stairs, so I decided to enjoy
the movie until the device ran out of battery. At some point, maybe 20 minutes into the movie,
the captions froze in place. I went downstairs to ask for a replacement. After receiving a
replacement, re-entering the theater, and returning to my seat, I realized that the second device
was even worse than the first. It was even less stable and kept sliding away from me instead of
staying in place. When I managed to get it to stay, the captions froze on the top, and half of the
remainder of the captions appeared on the bottom. I waited in line to get a replacement. By the
time it was my turn to have my needs addressed, I had already missed about 45 minutes of the
movie, so I asked for a refund. Because I didn't personally purchase the ticket (my sister did),
they gave me a re-admit pass for another movie in any AMC theater.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Sarah Katz
Sarahbea89gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Mary Keane and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

It is tiring to have to drive 1 or more hours just to see a movie with option captions. Not only
that, oftentimes movie theaters offer option caption movies at inconvenient times-such as in late
morning or early afternoon. This does not really give us flexibility. We have to resort to using the
machines to watch movies of our choice of time, and the machines do not alway work.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Mary Keane
MaryKeane93@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Chris Kearney and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Chris Kearney
amvasquez07@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Carol Keckler and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Washington County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Carol Keckler
carol_keckler@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Brenda Kelly-Frey and I am Hearing. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I appreciate having captions on at all times (at movie theaters as well as on my TV). There is
ALWAYS noise which interferes with my ability to hear what the actors are saying. When
captions are made available, I do not miss any of the dialogue.

Having adjunct equipment being provided by the theaters is NOT a solution. Most times the
equipment is broken or not charged. Plus, it makes individuals using the equipment look strange.
Having captions on the screen, will normalize the theater experience for EVERYONE.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Brenda Kelly-Frey
brendacfrey@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Joshua Kelman and I am Deaf. I live in Baltimore County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Joshua Kelman
joshkel74@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Rebecca Kelman and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Baltimore County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Rebecca Kelman
rsfk44@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Timothy Kenney, and I am Deaf. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Timothy Kenney
timkenney1@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Cheryl Kent and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Cheryl Kent
Ck4sign@aol.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Charity Kheshgi and I am Hearing, a person with a neurodivergent, auditory
processing disorder..

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

When there is a lot of ambient noise, it can be difficult for me to focus and hear what is being
said. Having captions available on screen makes watching movies easier and more enjoyable for
me because I don't miss anything.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Charity Kheshgi
charitykheshgi@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Toni Killam and I am Deaf. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
can access the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Toni Killam
Toni.killam@gmail.com
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February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Christopher Kim, and I am Hearing. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I don't want anyone to feel like they are ostracized. Open Captions for movies at the theaters will
create an inviting atmosphere. Theater businesses will see more customers if open captions are
offered.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Christopher Kim
ckimc13@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Sheelah Kimbrough and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Sheelah Kimbrough
Greenshel@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Alice Klein and I am Hard of Hearing, a person with a neurodivergent, auditory
processing disorder, or similar medical condition.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Alice Klein
alice.klein@dsb.wa.gov



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Sacha Klein and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Sacha Klein
kleinsacha@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Casey Kneipp and I am Hearing, also a person with a neurodivergent, auditory
processing disorder. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Casey Kneipp
kcandave@verizon.net



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Cambria Knight and I am Hearing. I live in Allegany County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Cambria Knight
knightcambria@hotmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jonathan Knox, and I am Hearing. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jonathan Knox
jonathan.knox@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Noella Kolash and I am Deaf.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Noella Kolash
noella@kolash.org



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Cara Kolmer and I am Hard of Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Cara Kolmer
carakolmer@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Daniel Koo and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Daniel Koo
danielkoo@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Sagar Kothari and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Sagar Kothari
oceantetra@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Smita Kothari and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Smita Kothari
oceanpeacock2810@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Sarah Kotra and I am Deaf, a person with a neurodivergent, auditory processing
disorder. I live in Wicomico County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Sarah Kotra
mum2smack@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Charles Kozakiewicz and I am Hearing. I live in Baltimore County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Charles Kozakiewicz
chuckjr@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Bonnie Kramer and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Bonnie Kramer
bonniekramer4@gmail.com

mailto:bonniekramer4@gmail.com


February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Ben L and I am Hearing. I live in Baltimore County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Ben L
ozar87@duck.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Mark Labozzetta and I am Hearing. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Subtitles have been proven time and again to help kids learn how to read or improve their
reading. The more places we have subtitles the better.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Mark Labozzetta
mlabozzetta7@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is MaryLynn Lally, and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

MaryLynn Lally
deafhugs@aol.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Carey Lancaster and I am Hearing. I live in Allegany County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Carey Lancaster
careylynea@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Kimberly Lapine and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Kimberly Lapine
klapine6@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Todd Larsen and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Todd Larsen
toddlarsen_99@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Nyah Lashley and I am Hearing. I live in Wicomico County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Nyah Lashley
nyahlashley@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Kevin Leahy and I am Hearing. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Kevin Leahy
crusted-son-0q@icloud.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Lori Leal and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Lori Leal
LMLWOFUSMA@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Maya Lee, and I am Hearing. I live in St. Mary’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Maya Lee
mlaxgsp79@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Alexander Leffers and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

The devices – the glasses and the thing you insert in the cup holders are wonky at best – They
do not always work. The glasses are cumbersome. I already wear glasses. Two pairs of glasses
weighing on my nose... not fun. Captions do not just benefit deaf and hard of hearing people.
They benefit everyone that needs it for whatever reason.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Alexander Leffers
acleffers@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Emily Leffler, and I am Hearing. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Emily Leffler
emgleffler13@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jacob Leffler, and I am Deaf. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jacob Leffler
JLeffler24@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Lisa Lehfeldt-Craig, and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Lisa Lehfeldt-Craig
lalehfeldt@aol.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Megan Lengel and I am DeafBlind with a neurodivergent, auditory processing
disorder, or similar medical condition.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I am a Virginia resident, born and raised in the DMV. I have greatly benefited from captioning
and strongly believe this should be available to everyone, including my D/deaf, hard of hearing
and deafblind friends in Maryland. Set a standard for the rest of the DMV for inclusive and
accessible spaces!

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Megan Lengel
meggerscheeseball@hotmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Gilbert Lensbower and I am Hearing. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Gilbert Lensbower
text.him@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Fred Lestina III and I am Hearing. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Fred Lestina III
fred.lestina@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Ben Levine and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Ben Levine
taylor83n@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Dahlia Levine and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Dahlia Levine
dahlialevine05@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Lorenzo Lewis and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Lorenzo Lewis
lorenzo.lewis2203@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Dawn Livingood and I am Hearing. I live in Allegany County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Dawn Livingood
dawnlivingood@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Kristin Lizor-Granda and I am Deaf.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Kristin Lizor-Granda
Kmlizor518@aol.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Robert Loftus and I am Deaf.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Robert Loftus
rloftusii@aol.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Kion London and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Kion London
kionlondon74@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Eddie Lonni, and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Eddie Lonni
eionni@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Ricardo Lopez and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I grew up in a U.S. territory where movies made in Hollywood are shown with subtitles in
Spanish. I always felt included in going to the movie theater with my family and friends, deaf
and hearing. 30 years ago and today, I felt the lack of inclusion in movie theaters due to no
captioning. Still today, I have very limited options such as the cumbersome caption glasses that
do not function due to poor signal or the battery dies in the middle of the movie. The current
limited open captions in movies are offered on very few days and times for which not every deaf
person can attend. We need the same expanded access to captions in movie theaters.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Ricardo Lopez
rilopi@aol.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Edward Lord, and I am Deaf. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Edward Lord
tedlord144@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Sylvia Love and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Prince George's County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I am Hard of Hearing and a Teacher of the Deaf. It is beneficial to have captions for words I may
have missed. People have beautiful accents, but it can be difficult for a Hard of Hearing person to
understand clearly. It is important to have the movie theater to provide captions to accommodate
all people with hearing loss.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Sylvia Love
sylvialove@aol.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Heather Lovell and I am DeafBlind. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I am not able to use personal captioning devices because I cannot see them. The only way I can
watch movies is in a movie theater with open captions or with an interpreter. My mother and my
grandmother are also DeafBlind in the same situation.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Heather Lovell
darkmatter26.8@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Lee Lyken and I am Deaf. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Lee Lyken
djsupalee@aol.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Nicole Lynd and I am Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Nicole Lynd
npassenti@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Calbeb Lytton-Jean and I am Deaf.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Caleb Lytton-Jean
caleb5tb@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Mark Mace. I am Deaf, and learning English as a second language. I live in Anne
Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Mark Mace
mark.mace@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024

Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Patricia Mace. I am a Deaf and learning English as a second language. I live in Anne
Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Patricia Mace
pattilightie@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Martina Mackleer and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Martina Mackleer
martinamackleer@gmail.com
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February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Miranda Mackleer and I am a person with a neurodivergent, auditory processing
disorder, or similar medical condition. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I need captions to fully understand a speaker. At the movies I will not be able to fully grasp a
message if a person speaks too fast. Captions make the biggest difference to help me!

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Miranda Mackleer
mirandamackleer27@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Kathleen MacMillan and I am Hearing, and a person with a neurodivergent, auditory
processing disorder, or similar medical condition. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Kathleen MacMillan
kathymacmillan@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Tamara Majocha and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Tamara Majocha
Tamaradee.majocha@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Carolina Malasheskie and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Carolina Malasheskie
Cjhunter3@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Josh Malasheskie and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Josh Malasheskie
jmmstate@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Deepinder Mangat and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Deepinder Mangat
Dmangat@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Ellen Mansfield, and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Ellen Mansfield
ellenmansfield1@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Reem Mansour and I am Hearing. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Captions will help everyone. A lot of “native” American English speakers don’t understand the
difference between “you’re” and “your”, etc. Captions during movies will help people correct
their grammar.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Reem Mansour
reem773315@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Betsy Marcus and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

As a hearing person, I enjoy movies that are open captioned, because sometimes my hearing is
not as good as it should be or if the character has an accent, it definitely helps me understand the
dialogue.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Betsy Marcus
blmarcus@comcast.net



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Sean Markel and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Sean Markel
seanmarkel8@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Linda Marple and I am Hard of Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Linda Marple
Lmarple@deafincma.org



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Adriana Marques and I am a person learning English as a second language. I live in
Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Adriana Marques
a_m_marques95@hotmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Justin Marriott and I am Deaf.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jason Marriott
Justinmarriott3@hotmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Barbara Martin and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Barbara Martin
bjmartin626@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Colette Martin and I am Hearing. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Colette Martin
colette.cara.martin@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is James Martin and I am a person with a neurodivergent, auditory processing disorder,
or similar medical condition. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

James Martin
lazyhistorian878@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Rebecca Martin and I am Hearing. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Rebecca Martin
jrmartin99@aol.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Doreen Martinez and I am Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

As a Bilingual Speech Language Pathologist, we highly recommend clients to read as a means to
learn pronunciation of words as well to help with comprehension of language and vocabulary
development. Our English language Learners are also advised to use closed captioning as a
means of advancing they're learning. This is a highly beneficial feature that can reach many well
deserving individuals.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Doreen Martinez
doreen.martinezslp@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Carla Masi and I am Deaf. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Carla Masi
carlaemasi@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is John Mason and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

John Mason
deafscot@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Robin Massey, and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Robin Massey
robin.massey86@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Roberta Mather and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Roberta Mather
duppies@mac.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Carla Mathers and I am Hearing. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Carla Mathers
carla.mathers@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Paul Mayo and I am Hard of Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Paul Mayo
Pmayojr1@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Patrick Mc Carthy and I am Deaf. I live in Baltimore County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Patrick Mc Carthy
bawlmar1020@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Connor McAlister and I am a person with a neurodivergent, auditory processing
disorder. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I have an auditory processing disorder which, for me, means that I really struggle to understand
what people are saying when there are other noises. As a result, movies are really hard for me to
enjoy without open captioned movies. If the closed captions device is not working, I end up
missing half the movie dialogue which is really saddening. Because of this need, I have almost
completely stopped going to movie theaters. When I lived in NY, my local theater had occasional
showings with open captioned movies, and it was seriously a game changer for me. I finally got
to enjoy the movie experience like everyone else. I would love it if I could experience that here
in Maryland.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Connor McAlister
conmcal00@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Bridget McCarthy and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Bridget McCarthy
bridget3mccarthy@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Angela McCaskill and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Angela McCaskill
Apmccaskill@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Lakeya McCoy and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Lakeya Mccoy
Lmccoytowson19@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Shayinnia McCoy and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Shayinnia McCoy
iboshay@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Mona Blanchette McCubbin and I am Deaf. I live in Washington County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Open captioning has been instrumental in providing me with educational opportunities and
enhancing my understanding of the world. Beyond merely enjoying movies, the inclusion of
captions has opened up a gateway for me to comprehend the nuances of communication,
contributing to improved English language skills and reading proficiency. Advocating for open
captioning in movies is not just about accommodation; it is about creating a more inclusive and
enriching environment for everyone, regardless of their hearing abilities.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Mona Blanchette McCubbin
mbjump@hotmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Shelly McCully and I am Deaf. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Shelly McCully
Shelly.mccully@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Sophie McGee and I am Deaf. I live in Talbot County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Sophie McGee
mcsoph51@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Elizabeth McGlone and I am Deaf. I live in Worcester County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth McGlone
Elizabethgiraldi@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Elizabeth McGlone, and I am Deaf. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth McGlone
elizabethgiraldi@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Chelsea McGlynn and I am a person with a neurodivergent, auditory processing
disorder. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Chelsea McGlynn
bluepenguin3@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Ivy McIntyre and I am Hearing. I live in Wicomico County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

As a DDA meaningful day program provider on the Eastern Shore, open-captioning movies
would increase opportunities for the deaf people we serve to have community-integrated options
for entertainment in their local area, where we are already limited by being in a rural area of the
state.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Ivy McIntyre
imcintyre@lseworks.org



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Kevin McLeod and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Kevin McLeod
deafscribe@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Alexander McLin and I am Deaf. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
can access the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Alexander McLin
alex.mclin@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Debra McQuaid and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Debra McQuaid
damcquaid4@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Amanda McWhorter, and I am Deaf. I live in Calvert County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Amanda Mcwhorter
mcwhorteram@aol.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Cindy Meadows and I am Deaf. I live in Calvert County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Cindy Meadows
annajoeymom@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Lee Meadows and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Lee Meadows
mooeyturk1729@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Ann Meehan and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Ann Meehan
ameehan55@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Cathy Meekins and I am Deaf. I live in Allegany County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Cathy Meekins
cathymeekins0001@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Donald Meekins and I am Deaf. I live in Allegany County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Donald Meekins
bikerme@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Rachel Meekins and I am Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I am signing for my great nephew who is neurodivergent and deaf.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Rachel Meekins
rmeekins2019@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Kino Mei and I am Hard of Hearing with a neurodivergent, auditory processing
disorder, or similar medical condition. I live in St. Mary’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Kino Mei
smatieens@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Bambi Mejorado and I am Hearing. I live in Anne Arundel.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Bambi Mejorado
Rbm.2020@outlook.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Marissa Mejorado and I am Hearing. I live in Anne Arundel.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Marissa Mejorado
1mejorado1@att.net
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1612 K Street NW, Suite 1000 Washington, DC 20006 T. 800.58.GREEN F 202.331.8166 www.GreenAmerica.org 

February 8, 2024 
 
Judicial Proceedings Committee 
State Capitol 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
 
Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee: 
 
I am writing on behalf of Green America in support of SB 92-Open Captioning Movie Bill, 
sponsored by Senator Benjamin Brooks. The Bill would require each movie theater to add onscreen 
captions on all movies at least two (2) times per week, in an effort to make moviegoing more 
accessible.  
 
Green America is a national nonprofit organization with 300,000 members and supporters 
nationwide, thousands of whom live in Maryland and the National Capital region. We work to 
promote a green economy that works for all people and the planet.  
 
Many of our members would benefit from onscreen captioning of movies.  We have members and 
family members of our members who are deaf, who are hard of hearing, who are neurodivergent, 
learning to read, learning English, and/or elderly. These are just some of the people who would 
benefit from onscreen captioning. Many hearing people also appreciate captions so they don’t miss 
dialogue in movies. 
 
Current mandated technologies, including glasses or “cup holder” technologies are often difficult to 
use and provide a sub-optimal viewing experience for users, since they must attempt to view the 
movie and captioning through these devices at the same time. They may also be uncomfortable with 
disclosing their disability to the theater. 
 
Showing onscreen captioned movies twice per week would allow all moviegoers the opportunity to 
better understand the dialogue of the movie they are watching.  Millions of people use onscreen 
captioning when watching television at home for this reason. 
 
We are therefore supportive of SB-92 and hope that the Bill moves forward as it would allow more 
people to fully experience and enjoy movies in Maryland – benefiting residents, visitors, and movie 
theaters. 
 
Thank you for your attention to these comments. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Todd Larsen, Executive Co-Director 
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 February 8, 2024 

 Judicial Proceedings Committee 
 2 East 
 Miller Senate Office Building 
 State Capitol 
 Annapolis, MD 21401 

 RE:  Senate Bill 92 - Letter of Support 

 Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee: 

 On behalf of the Howard County Association of the Deaf (HCAD), I respectfully ask that you 
 pass Senate Bill (SB) #92 which would allow deaf and hard-of-hearing Maryland citizens to have 
 the equivalent and equitable experience so that they can enjoy the same movie experience as 
 others. 

 The closed captioning devices have proven to be ineffective and in violation of the Americans 
 with Disabilities Act (ADA).  Many of us had negative experiences with these devices that made 
 the screening less accessible. 

 I would like to remove the norm that the captions are only for the deaf and hard-of-hearing 
 community because this is no longer true.  Studies have shown that not only do they benefit the 
 deaf and hard-of-hearing but they also benefit those who do not have hearing loss. 

 Many viewers find captions beneficial, particularly as the nature of video changes.  The shows 
 feature heavy accents that can be hard to understand.  Many of our family members and 
 friends, who are not deaf, have come to rely on captions.  It has become their standard way of 
 watching TV shows and movies.  It adds information you wouldn't get without, e.g., the name or 
 lyrics of a song being played, or a whispered comment by a character off-screen or in the crowd. 



 Additionally, captions are a very simple and effective way to help a child learn.  Students can 
 increase vocabulary, comprehension, and reading skills by watching programs with captions 
 turned on.  The captions help children learn sight words and reinforce reading skills.  The same 
 also applies to foreign speakers who are learning English but also it improves their listening 
 comprehension, word recognition, and decoding skills. 

 The request to have all movie theaters provide at least two open-captioning screenings per 
 week is the practical, reasonable way forward. 

 Please consider passing this bill so it becomes a permanent fixture of accessibility in the 
 Baltimore-Washington metropolitan area for its expansive deaf and hard-of-hearing community 
 as well as for other citizens without hearing loss. 

 Thank you. 

 Elk� Pieter� 

 Elke Pieters 
 HCAD President 
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Mr. Chairman and Members of the Commi ee,  
 
The Montgomery County Chapter of the Hearing Loss Associa on of America (HLAA) is pleased 
to offer our strong support for HB 426 and SB 92 to require open cap oning in movie theaters.  
This legisla on is another important step toward providing the hundreds of thousands of 
Marylanders with hearing loss full access to our society.  
 
This compromise legisla on would require Maryland movie theaters to include open cap oning 
in at least two showings of every movie each week, and ensure that closed cap oning 
technology is available and working for all showings. While assis ve listening devices help, 
movies provide special challenges for people with hearing loss that can only be overcome with 
cap oning.  
 
For a century, movies have been an integral part of American society, to which people with 
hearing loss have long been denied access. Significantly, movies are generally social events, 
enjoyed by friends and loved ones together, rather than a ended alone. When a group of 
friends decides to see a movie, it can place a person with hearing loss in an untenable posi on: 
A end the movie, and endure two hours of frustra on at not being able to follow the dialogue, 
or miss out on social connec ons. Studies have shown that people with hearing loss suffer 
social isola on, and the inability to a end events such as movies is part of the reason.  
 
The significance of cap oned movies was highlighted recently by Academy Award winning 
actress Marlee Matlin who led a walk out of the pres gious Sundance Film Fes val when the 
Fes val failed to provide adequate cap oning. Quite simply, failure to provide cap oning serves 
a large sign of the door of a movie theater saying: “People with hearing loss are not welcome.”  
 
Thank for your considera on. I hope this commi ee to act expedi ously on this important 
legisla on.  
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Montgomery County, Maryland Chapter 
Hearing Loss Associa on of America 
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January 30, 2024 
  
  
Re: SB 92 and HB 426 - Places of Public Accommodation - Motion Picture Houses – 
Captioning 
  
Recommendation: Position letter from Prince George’s County Chapter, Hearing Loss 
Association of America (HLAA) to support SB 92 and HB 426. 
  
Greetings, 
The Prince George’s County Chapter – Hearing Loss Association of America (HLAA) 
follows legislation regarding programs and services for people with disabilities, identifies 
barriers to programs and services available to people with disabilities, and recommends 
ways to overcome those barriers.  
  
The members of the HLAA Prince George’s County Chapter - strongly urge you to 
support HB 426 and SB 92 – Open Captioning at Movie Theatres, which Senator Brook 
and Delegate Bhandari sponsor. 
  
Sincerely, 
 
 S/ Leslie M. Greenberg 
Les Greenberg, Chair 
HLAA – Prince George’s County Chapter 
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HLAA-Washington ~ P.O. Box 265 ~ Redmond, WA 98073-0265 ~ 425-785-4904 
 

 

 

February 5, 2024 

 

Jacob Leffler 

Open Caption Movie Bill Committee 

Dear Jacob and Committee Members, 

On behalf of myself and of HLAA-Washington State, I’d like to offer my enthusiastic support for 

Maryland’s Open Caption Movie Bill (SB 92). 

While a few films are shown with open captions, the majority of movies shown in theaters are not. Some 

theaters do have caption glasses or other hearing devices, but regrettably, these devices sometimes 

don’t work well, or even at all. So millions of Americans with hearing loss and people who are Deaf are 

often excluded. 

Without captions, I miss a lot of the dialogue in a given movie. This has become an even bigger problem 

as sound mixes generally now favor sound effects, not the character’s speech. As a result, I rarely go to 

the theater, and I miss out on having a meaningful or fun experience with my friends and family. So do 

tens of thousands of others who like me, require captions to make the motion picture experience 

accessible and worthwhile. 

As people have grown accustomed to captions on YouTube and TikTok videos, open-captioned movies 

are becoming more and accepted—and even wanted, in fact.  

I encourage the Maryland Legislature to pass Senate Bill 92 and open the world of cinema to people who 

are deaf or hard-of-hearing and their friends and family. 

Sincerely, 

 

Cheri Perazzoli 

HLAA-Washington State President 



Jacob Leffler's Oral Testimony-3.pdf
Uploaded by: Jacob Leffler
Position: FAV



Thank you Chair Smith, Vice Chair Waldstreicher, and the Committee for the opportunity to
allow us explain why this equal access bill is SO important. You will hear examples of how and
why captioning benefits ALL of us- not just the Deaf and Hard of Hearing citizens of the State of
Maryland.

Captioning also benefits veterans and those later in life who lost their hearing. Captioning helps
people who come to the US and Maryland to learn English. Captioning is also a useful tool for
adults and children who are learning how to read and write. For hearing people dealing with
background noises and unclear screens, captioning is a lifesaver in catching up with the dialogue.

Having open captioning on the screen means everyone can enjoy the movie together with no
separate devices needed for access. Currently, patrons need to continually adjust either the
cupholder device or the very bulky glasses--even if they wear prescription glasses. Oftentimes,
the equipment malfunctions frequently and the patron has to go to the theater lobby to get it
replaced and pray that the replacement isn't broken either. That means missing a good portion of
the movie, and it's no fun to hear your (hearing) companions talk about certain scenes you
missed because of no access or having to take care of the broken equipment. I also don't need to
add these are potential violations of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) because of
ineffective communication access with broken devices. Open captioning will reduce all of these
issues and motivate consumers to patronize the movie theaters even more.

NATO says that having open captioning will hurt their business. This is not true. We have proven
data that shows that a good number of seats have sold with the open captioning movies in the
State of Maryland. Hawaii was the first state to have this kind of law since 2019, and business
has been booming since then. Also, NYC passed this lawin December 2021. The fiscal note
shows that businesses will not be impacted.

I would love to see Maryland taking the lead in this national effort and pass the bill. There will
be waves of new people buying movie theater tickets in Maryland. Gallaudet University is in the
backyard, and folks from there will come to Maryland to enjoy watching movies. Let's make
Maryland a great example of being a wonderful state for everyone and vote in favor of this bill!

Thank you for your continued support on this equal access bill!
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February 6, 2024 
Judicial Proceedings Committee 
State Capitol 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
 
Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee, 
 
My name is Apurva Varia, the President of Metro South Asian Deaf Association. I respectfully request 
that you support SB 92 - Open Captioning Bill, sponsored by Senator Benjamin Brooks. This bill will 
require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for each screening of a motion picture and 
require that certain motion picture houses provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week. 
 
Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits our MSADA members who watches videos. 
More than 100 empirical studies documents show that captioning a video improves comprehension of, 
attention to, and memory for the video. In fact, captions are particularly beneficial to non-native person 
who can learn English quickly by watching the captions.   
 
Our members often struggle with the current devices (Rear Window captioning system or special glasses) 
provided by the motion picture houses because the devices are not Deaf Friendly and often have to be 
adjusted throughout the movies. With that said, we believe that we should be offered the same 
experiences as hearing people when the movies include the captions.   
 
Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on SB 92. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Apurva Varia 
President of Metro South Asian Deaf Association (MSADA) 
apuvaria@gmail.com 
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January 29, 2024

Shannon Morrison
President
Potomac Chapter of the Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf (PCRID)
Maryland

January 29, 2024

Members of the Maryland Senate
James Senate Office Building
11 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Honorable Members of the Maryland Senate,

I trust this letter finds you well. My name is Shannon Morrison], and I am honored to serve as the
President of the Potomac Chapter of the Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf (PCRID). I am writing
to express our wholehearted support for the Open Captioning Movie bill that is anticipated to be
reintroduced during the 2024 Maryland legislative session.

PCRID, as a local affiliate chapter of the Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf, is dedicated to
fostering the growth and development of the sign language interpreting profession in Maryland and
Washington, D.C. Our commitment extends to championing the quality, professionalism, and
integrity of sign language interpreting, and we recognize the profound impact that improved
accessibility can have on these principles.

We wish to commend the Open Captioning Movies Committee (OCMC) for their unwavering efforts
in advocating for open captioned options in movie theaters. We firmly believe that the Open
Captioning Movie bill aligns with our commitment to equal access for all, particularly benefiting the
Deaf, Hard of Hearing, and DeafBlind communities. Additionally, we appreciate the bill's potential to
positively impact individuals with neurodiverse conditions and those who are English Speakers of
Other Languages (ESOL).

PCRID extends its full endorsement to the Open Captioning Movie bill and stands united with OCMC
in urging the Maryland Senate to support its passage during the upcoming legislative session. We
firmly believe that the implementation of open captions will not only enhance the cinematic
experience for a diverse audience but also contribute significantly to creating a more inclusive and
equitable society.

1
Potomac Chapter of the Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf

pcrid.org



As an organization deeply committed to supporting initiatives that align with our mission, PCRID is
eager to collaborate with OCMC in any capacity that may contribute to the success of the Open
Captioning Movie bill. Whether it involves providing valuable feedback, participating in discussions,
or exploring potential volunteering opportunities, please consider PCRID as a dedicated partner in
advancing this crucial accessibility initiative.

Thank you for your tireless dedication to public service, and we greatly appreciate your
consideration of the impact that the Open Captioning Movie bill can have on improving accessibility
and inclusion for the Deaf and hard of hearing communities in Maryland.

Sincerely,

Shannon Morrison
PCRID President

2
Potomac Chapter of the Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf

pcrid.org
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February 8, 2024

Judicial Proceedings Committee
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

I am writing on behalf of the Prince George’s County Association of the Deaf regarding SB 92-
Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator Benjamin Brooks. The Bill is to ensure that
each movie theater is required to add onscreen captions on all movies at least two (2) times per
week, one during the weekday and one on the weekend, in an effort to make moviegoing more
accessible. Currently, the rule does not require movie theaters to add captions.

The PGCAD Board strongly feels that the bill would benefit our citizens in Prince George’s
County of all ages and backgrounds. This includes children and adults learning to read, senior
citizens, veterans, people with learning developmental disabilities and English language learners,
the Deaf, DeafBlind, and Hard of Hearing population.

In case you may not know, we are sharing the current information regarding accommodations to
bring us on the same page. Our current federal law that was passed in 2017 requires movie
theaters to provide accommodation devices to those with hearing loss, learning challenges, and
second language learning. These accommodation devices come in two forms: glasses and the
“cup holder” device. While it’s an improvement allowing accessibility, they still provide
challenges for theater goers.

Often the accommodation devices fail to stay reliable for the entire movie. The captions or
technical equipment would stop working or would have had the wrong set up that the captions
were not the right one for the given movie. This can happen anytime during the movie. Often
these malfunctions had to be resolved in person and this often means the moviegoer would have
to depart the movie room and miss a good chunk of movie to get the issue resolved. I wonder if
you or any member of your organization has experienced these frustrations. It has happened to
me numerous times. It gets old when the problem repeats over and over.

Another issue we experience is that the equipment was not designed as a “one-size-fits-all.” The
glasses are often too big for children. If a person already has a pair of glasses, then it’s a



challenge to wear two glasses at the same time. The “cup holder” equipment is also awkward to
use. The gooseneck has to be adjusted so the screen stays in its position. Sometimes, it’s
necessary that we have to hold it manually. Some moviegoers would sit awkwardly to
accommodate the view of the “cup holder” equipment and the big movie screen. Sometimes, a
tall person would need to slouch until it comes eye to eye with the equipment and the movie
screen. Sometimes, a child would find it challenging to use the equipment when it’s higher than
the child’s sitting height. Although the concept of having closed captions at a movie theater is
great, the equipment doesn’t always suit everyone. We would like to see them going to movies
without any issues and allow them to watch movies with pleasure and in comfort.

According to the articles from “Video Captions Benefit Everyone” written by the Department of
Health and Human Services (HHS) and “Does Closed Captioning Improve Reading and Literacy
in Children” written by Elise Lewis in March of 2021, the study has shown that captioning
proves to a greatly improve reading levels. It has shown to improve their reading speed and
fluency, word knowledge, decoding, vocabulary acquisition, word recognition, reading
comprehension and oral reading notes. Not only these benefits, captioning has helped to alleviate
anxiety and stress. This has proven to also benefit children and English language learners.

The bill is designed with the flexibility in the intention of working with the larger audience to
allow them to get comfortable with open captioning and to allow us to fully understand the entire
movie. International countries have movies with subtitles and they are widely accepted. This bill
is a win-win for all movie fans. It allows the entire population the same pleasure of watching
movies at the theater. Also, our hearing members find it beneficial to them because of
background noises and sometimes the speaker is not clear and they miss what they said,
captioning helped them to catch up with what they were saying.

Having the law set in place would guarantee open captioned movies for all to benefit! We do not
believe that open captioned movies will have a major negative impact on the community.
Theaters also would not have a major negative impact. The theaters would not suffer over two
open captioned movies per week. They will gain more as they will not need more staff to handle
open captioning. This bill is a major win/win situation for all movie goers and theaters.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Gabrielle Davis
President
pgcadeaf2020@gmail.com
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FREDERICK COUNTY GOVERNMENT 

OFFICE OF THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE                           

 

Jessica Fitzwater 

County Executive 

 

As the County Executive of Frederick County, I urge the committee to give SB 92 – Places of 

Public Accommodation – Motion Picture Houses – Captioning a favorable report.  

This bill will require that all motion picture houses offer closed captioning for each screening of 

a motion picture. Frederick County is the proud home of the Maryland School for the Deaf and I 

strongly support all efforts to make activities in Frederick and throughout the state more 

accessible for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing community.  

Currently, motion picture houses in Maryland are not required to offer closed captioning for 

screenings. While there are a variety of theaters that offer a form of closed captioning for those 

who need it, these accommodations are often inadequate. These common accommodations 

include providing a device that a viewer may set in their cupholder that displays the captions. 

However, this can be extremely cumbersome as the viewer must attempt to watch both the screen 

and device at the same time. 

SB 92 is incredibly important to ensuring all movie goers receive an equitable experience. This 

bill would require the use of closed captioning for all movies, allowing those who are Deaf or 

Hard of Hearing to enjoy the movie along with their Hearing counterparts.  

Thank you for your consideration of SB 92. I urge you to advance this bill with a favorable 

report.   

 

 

_____________________________ 

Jessica Fitzwater, County Executive 

Frederick County, MD 
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HB426 PLACES OF PUBLIC ACCOMMODATION - MOTION PICTURE HOUSES - CAPTIONING 

SB92 PLACES OF PUBLIC ACCOMMODATION - MOTION PICTURE HOUSES – CAPTIONING 

 

TESTIMONY OF  

KELBY BRICK, ESQ., CDI 

CHIEF STRATEGY OFFICER 

SERVICE COORDINATION, INC. 

 

HOUSE ECONOMIC MATTERS COMMITTEE 

Delegate C. T. Wilson, Chair 

Delegate Brian M. Crosby, Vice Chair 

February 6, 2024 

 

SENATE JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS COMMITTEE 

Senator William C. Smith, Jr., Chair 

Senator Jeff Waldstreicher, Vice Chair 

February 8, 2024 

 

Greetings Chair and distinguished members of the committee. My name is Kelby Brick. I am Chief Strategy Officer of 

Service Coordination, Inc. (SCI).  

 

SCI is a leading non-profit organization providing award-winning case management services and advocacy for more than 

15,000 individuals with disabilities, medically complex needs, older adults, and others across Maryland, the District of 

Columbia, and Northern Virginia. SCI’s mission is to help people understand their choices and create pathways to 

community resources that respect their dignity and rights. The organization also provides companion care and aging life 

care management through Montcordia. 

 

The current bills under consideration would require movie theaters to offer open captioned movies on a limited basis. This 

is an important step toward achieving the principles of accessibility and inclusivity, making the cinematic experience 

accessible to a broader audience.  

 

By mandating captioning in movie theaters, this legislation would contribute to breaking down barriers and fostering a 

more inclusive society. It acknowledges the diverse needs of our state. 

 

Best of all, this commonsense bill costs both the state and movie houses absolutely nothing! How many times can you 

make the claim that you passed a civil rights legislation that costs absolutely nothing for anybody and yet is 

transformational? This is the bill.  

 

I think there is nothing more powerful than hearing directly from constituents. The next page has a list of quotes from 

constituents across the state. Those quotes express the frustration, anguish and struggles of those individuals who are 

excluded from movie houses. As a Deaf person, I obviously share and identify with their sentiments. 

 

Please support and pass this bill this year to protect consumers while advancing their civil rights. 

 

Thank you. 
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QUOTES FROM CONSTITUENTS 

 

“Everyone deserves to go to the movies and enjoy the cinematic experience. Nobody should be dealing with a broken 

cupholder device with a crazy bendy pole. If you already wear glasses, then you have to put on those big bulky glasses on 

top of them in order to see the closed captions? Uncomfortable, I tell ya! Or if the CC device doesn’t work and you miss 

some of the movie because you have to go to the lobby to get a new one?” Nyle DiMarco, Maryland School for the Deaf 

graduate, winner of America's Next Top Model, and winner of Dancing with the Stars. 

“Because of my hearing loss due to age, I miss a lot of information. OC helps me enjoy the movie like others do.” JoAnn, 

Baltimore City 

 

“As a neurodivergent person, it is difficult to focus on or process so many noisy background sounds and music. Seeing 

OCs make my theatre experience far more fulfilling and enjoyable.” Gabi, Baltimore County 

 

“Hearing companions see my frustrations with the CC devices and shake their heads in pity. In short, Deaf moviegoers are 

treated as fourth-class citizens but being charged first-class ticket prices.” Vikki, Montgomery County 

 

“Theaters do not care about our community. They know they can get away with it because the state allows it. This is an 

easy bipartisan win for legislators…” Shane & Julie, Howard County 

 

“OC not only helps with accessibility, but also fundamental reading, like they did for my children. Even my own literacy 

skills improved with OC.” Arlyn, Prince George’s County 

 

“I no longer attend cinema where CC devices are utilized, due to demeaning technical issues in their use. The ONLY 

functional equivalent is open captions. I will not spend my money at cinema otherwise.” Kenneth, Kent County 

 

“With more open captioned movies, a lot more people would be more open to going to the movies.” Leyland, Anne 

Arundel County 

 

“The first time seeing a movie with OC in the theater, I learned new words, phrases, and context. OC helps with learning 

language.” – Smita, Montgomery County 

 

“I received partially charged or dead CC devices that prevented me from having enjoyable experiences with my family 

and friends.” Wesley, St. Mary’s County 

 

“Open Captioning is a crucial step toward making entertainment accessible to all. OC also helps create a more inclusive 

environment – increasing attendance and revenue for movie theater owners.” Randy, Howard County 

 

“I would love to take my Hard of Hearing husband and two daughters to the theaters and watch OC movies…without 

forcing my children, my husband, and myself to wear or carry around those ridiculous CC devices.” Meredith, Carroll 

County 

 

“As parents, we haven’t been to a theater in years…OC movies would be a game-changer for our family!” Tara, 

Frederick County 

 

“Our entire family is Deaf, and we enjoy going to the movies together, which is a family value. However, that family 

value is dictated by a system that does not include [us]. Please pass the OC bill.” Dawn, Washington County 
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Chair Brooks, thank you for your time to read this.  My name is Kevin Steffy.  In the past, I 
went to the movie theatres to watch the movies. I used to depending on rearview device 
and eyeglasses with captions on lens.  Often, those devices not work properly where I have 
to go to a room to replace ones then back to movies.  It happened 2- 3 times per movie.   It 
is frustrating because I miss the parts of the movie.  I decided to stop going to the movies.  I 
am favoring this bill because I want to go to theatre and sitting and watching movie without 
any hassle like other movie goers. I do miss going to the theatre with family and friends and 
have fun together. 

I am encouraging you to support this bill.   Thank you for your time to read my testify. 
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        People on the Go of Maryland  

 

 

 

 

SB 92 

Places of Public Accommodation - 

Motion Picture Houses - Captioning 

 

Requiring all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for each screening 

of a motion picture; and requiring a place of public accommodation that controls, 

operates, owns, or leases at least two motion picture houses in the State to provide 

open captioning for at least two screenings each week. 

 

Position: Support 

February 7, 2024 

Sponsored by Senator Brooks 

Assigned to Judicial Proceedings 

Written by Mat Rice 

People On the Go of Maryland 

 

Honorable chairperson, and distinguished members of the Judicial Proceedings 

Committee:  

 

People On the Go of Maryland (POG) is a statewide self-advocacy organization, 

ran for and by those with intellectual and/or developmental disabilities (IDD) 

and our mission is to promote self-advocacy throughout the state. In furtherance 

of that mission, we believe in equal access to community resources; and that all 

people have the right to live, work, love, and play in the communities of their 

choosing, regardless of whether or not they have a disability or significant 

support needs. 

 

People on the Go is pleased to provide this written testimony in support of Senate 

Bill 92 (SB 092). We support this bill because: 
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• It establishes a requirement for motion picture houses throughout the state 

(more commonly known as movie theaters), to offer a minimum of two 

showings per week which provide open-captioning access.  

 

 

• This benefits those who are Deaf and hard of hearing, as well as others who 

might need to read a description of what is happening in a movie, versus 

relying purely on being able to see the scenes in the film.  

 

• POG does not agree with the objection that this could negatively affect 

attendance at movie theaters. The legislation only specifies a minimum of 

two showings per week.  

 

• Movie-goers could choose whether to see a standard-format show or a 

captioned show — just as they can choose from the many other formats 

now being offered, to attract and increase movie theater attendance (Dolby 

Cinema, RealD 3D, IMAX, etc.). 

 

• Movie theaters are already offering many other perks such as being able to 

choose your seating, and what kind of concessions you can buy. It is a 

simple matter to flip a switch to enable captioning at a movie showing. It 

would benefit a large population segment of individuals who either need 

captioning themselves, or are caregiver support to impaired individuals.   

 

• Without this service, this segment of the community could decide to just 

stay home and stream a movie with their own television’s accessibility 

controls enabled. With such a service, the hearing- and visually-impaired 

can participate in the community experience of seeing a movie, help small 

businesses, and stimulate the economy throughout the state of Maryland.  
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For these reasons, People On the Go advises a favorable report for SB 92. Thank 

you for your consideration. 

 

Should you have any questions. Please contact Mat Rice.  

 

Thank you, 

 

Mat Rice, Executive Director 

M: 410-925-5706 

E: mat@pogmd.org 

mailto:mat@pogmd.org


AG Bell SB 92 Support.pdf
Uploaded by: MDAD President MDAD President
Position: FAV











































ALDA HB 426 SB 82 Support.pdf
Uploaded by: MDAD President MDAD President
Position: FAV



 

 

 
January 22, 2024 
 
To the Maryland Legislature, 
 

The Association of Late Deafened Adults (ALDA) writes in support of an Open 
Captioning Movie bill.  SB 92 and HB 426 are a modest, but important step towards providing 
open captioned movies for people who are Deaf, people who are hard of hearing and people 
who are deaf/blind.  In short, this will permit these people with the opportunity to fully enjoy 
movies. 
 
 The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requires "places of public accommodation," 
specifically including movie theaters, to provide effective communication for people with sensory 
disabilities. For patrons who are Deaf, who are hard of hearing and who are deaf/blind, this is 
done through captioning. The captions convert the dialogue and other aural information into 
written form.  This permits the patrons to "hear" with their eyes.  
  

After several successful court cases, in 2016, the federal Department of Justice issued 
captions regulations. These regulations require all movie theaters to provide individual viewing 
devices.  In theory, patrons who want captioning can use those devices without altering the 
movie-going experience for others. This method is referred to as closed captioning (CC), 
because the captions are visible only to those who choose to see them. 
  

While the viewing devices can deliver captions, experience has shown that they 
frequently provide an unacceptable experience.  Glasses that show the captions on the lens are 
heavy and physically uncomfortable.  The captions glasses are designed to rest on top of the 
ear, where hearing aids, cochlear implants and regular glasses are located (sometimes this is 
painful to do, especially with eyeglasses). 
   

Other captions devices attached to a flexible arm on a base that fits into a cup-holder 
often fall out of alignment or on the floor. All these devices must be properly sanitized, 
maintained and charged: that requirement is often overlooked. The devices must be checked 
out and returned.  Many users are uncomfortable with the conspicuous nature of the devices 
and ‘putting themselves out there’ in public.  Many wish to walk into the theater and be treated 
like other patrons – with privacy and anonymity to fit in with everyone else. 
 

For those reasons, patrons who are Deaf, who are hard of hearing and who are 
deaf/blind greatly prefer open captions (OC), in which the captions appear on the screen like 
subtitles for foreign-language films and provide a hands-free and hassle-free experience. The 



ADA does not require OC, but the ADA explicitly states that state and local laws providing 
greater protection for people with disabilities are valid. 
  

In 2015, Hawaii became the first state to require OC showings, passing a state law 
essentially identical to SB 92 and HB 426, and that law is now permanent. In 2021, New York 
City passed an ordinance requiring four OC showings each week for most movies. A pending 
ordinance in the District of Columbia would require that a minimum of 12% of all movie 
showings be OC. 
  

The theaters believe that some hearing people find on-screen captions distracting, and 
avoid those showings. Attendance figures do indicate lower attendance at OC showings than at 
other showings. But those numbers, in and of themselves, prove almost nothing.  
  

People who want to avoid OC may go to another showing of that movie, or to a different 
movie at the same theater, and in those cases, the theaters lose no revenue. On the other 
hand, some people who attend OC showings would otherwise not be in the theater at all, and 
those patrons, even if their numbers are modest, represent revenue the theaters would 
otherwise not realize at all. The question is not attendance at individual OC showings, but 
rather, whether a modest number of OC showings adds to or detracts from total revenue. 

 
 Some tantalizing data comes from a pre-pandemic experiment in D.C., where a number 
of theaters began offering some OC showings. The National Association of Theatre Owners 
(NATO) engaged Ernst & Young to develop an economic model that would predict movie 
attendance based on variables like showtime and type of movie. Sometimes, when a movie was 
showing in more than one auditorium, an OC showing would take place within an hour of a non-
OC showing of the same movie. In those cases, attendance at the OC showing was 
usually lower than at the non-OC showing. But combined attendance at both showings was 
higher than the predicted attendance at those two showings. 
  

Deaf and hard of hearing patrons are not trying to impose their movie-going preferences 
on everyone. A movie is typically shown 31 times per week in each auditorium  
-- a blockbuster being shown in three auditoriums will have roughly 90 showings per week. 
Requiring two of those showings be OC will not meaningfully limit the choices available to 
people who don't want on-screen captions, but will provide real and important benefits for those 
who prefer the OC format.  
 

ALDA believes SB 92 and HB 426 are modest in scope, but a big step towards equitable 
treatment for the substantial population of deaf and hard of hearing movie-goers. 

 
Thank you, 
 
Laura Sinclair, 
President, ALDA Inc. 
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JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS COMMITTEE 
SB 92: PLACES OF PUBLIC ACCOMMODATION – MOTION PICTURE HOUSES – CAPTIONING 

 
        FEBRUARY 8, 2024 

 
POSITION: SUPPORT 

 
Thank you to the Chair and Committee Members, for the opportunity to provide testimony on 
Senate Bill 92: Places of Public Accommodation - Motion Picture Houses – Captioning. 
Disability Rights Maryland (DRM – formerly Maryland Disability Law Center) is the federally 
designated Protection and Advocacy agency in Maryland, mandated to advance the civil rights 
of people with disabilities. DRM works to improve community integration and access for people 
with disabilities living in Maryland. 

SB 92 would require chain movie theaters in Maryland to provide two open-captioned 
showings of each film weekly. AMC Theatres (franchised throughout Maryland) announced in 
late 2021 that it would start offering open-captioned showings. State laws requiring that 
movie theaters provide open captioning are increasingly common throughout the nation. New 
York’s City Council passed a bill, which went into effect on January 15, 2022, that requires all 
movie theaters to offer 25% of all showings to be open-captioned.1 Comparatively, Maryland’s 
approach is more cautious, but makes it easier for movie theaters to comply. Open captioning 
will also benefit seniors with moderate age-related hearing loss, children learning to read, 
individuals with ADHD, immigrants for whom English is a second language, and more. 

Although Title III “Public Accommodations and Commercial Facilities” of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) was signed into law over 30 years ago, movie theater patrons with 
disabilities still have not yet achieved equal enjoyment of this public accommodation. The 
applicable law under 28 CFR § 36.202(b) states: 

“A public accommodation shall not afford an individual or class of individuals, on the 
basis of a disability or disabilities of such individual or class, directly, or through 
contractual, licensing, or other arrangements, with the opportunity to participate in or 
benefit from a good, service, facility, privilege, advantage, or accommodation that is not 
equal to that afforded to other individuals.” 

 
 
 

 

1 https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=4601879&GUID=D699DDAA-933A-47AF- 
8645-9205878F762D 



Pursuant to a Final Rule issued in 2016 by the U.S. Department of Justice, movie theaters must 
provide captioning technology to patrons with disabilities.2 

When this Final Rule was issued, Deaf and hard of hearing individuals won the novel right to 
enjoy this public pastime. Most often, closed captioning is offered. Time has shown that closed 
captioning cannot function as the sole auxiliary aid available to customers with disabilities. 
Closed captioning devices provided to movie theater guests often do not function as promised, 
causing the customer to miss essential dialogue as their device is repaired or replaced. The 
movie theater may “meet its obligation to provide captioning… through any technology so long 
as that technology provides communication as effective as that provided to movie patrons 
without disabilities.”3 Since communication through a closed captioning device is unreliable at 
best, a movie theater may choose to “use open movie captioning as an alternative to complying 
with the requirements.”4 Maryland should join the cadre of states implementing similar 
disability rights legislation, in the interest of compliance with Title III of the ADA. 

For these reasons, DRM supports Senate Bill 92. If you have any questions regarding DRM’s 
testimony, please contact me using the information in my signature below. I appreciate the 
Committee’s time and consideration in reviewing my testimony. 

 
Respectfully, 

Audrey Sellers 
Advocate 
Disability Rights Maryland, formerly known as Maryland Disability Law Center 
1500 Union Avenue, Ste. 2000 
Baltimore, MD 21211 
410-727-6352 ext. 2601 
AudreyS@DisabilityRightsMD.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2 See https://www.ada.gov/regs2016/movie_rule.htm 
3 28 CFR § 36.303(d)(6)(i) 
4 Id. at (d)(6)(ii) 
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Maryland Association of the Deaf 
Written Testimony 

SB 92 – Places of Public Accommodation - Motion Picture Houses - Captioning 
Thursday, February 8, 2024 

 
 
The Maryland Association of the Deaf (MDAD) is a statewide organization that 
protects the interests of Deaf, DeafBlind, and Hard of Hearing Marylanders 
concerning accessibility and equity issues. We are advocating for the passage of the 
SB 92 sponsored by Senator Benjamin Brooks regarding movie theater captioning. 
There are approximately 1.2 million Deaf, DeafBlind, and Hard of Hearing individuals 
living in the State of Maryland. Therefore, it is imperative that the State of Maryland 
take the lead in requiring movie theaters to provide on-screen captioning 
accessibility. 
 
NATO (National Association of Theatre Owners) has proven over and over that their 
promises and excuses have literally fallen on “deaf ears” in dictating when and where 
captioned movie technology should be shown based on their perception of movie 
going audiences. This is a practice that has proven to be problematic for many Deaf, 
DeafBlind, and Hard of Hearing patrons. 
 
The current closed captioning (CC) technology in the State of Maryland movie 
theaters are inconvenient to have to return and give some people headaches having 
to move their heads up and down from screen to device and focusing on the device. 
These caption boxes or glasses either break down in the middle of a movie or the 
battery dies, necessitating Deaf, Hard of Hearing movie patrons having to leave the 
theater and missing part of the movie to get a replacement. This is not acceptable. 
With the broken equipment, it is not an effective way to have equal access as others. 
 
Open Captioning (OC), in contrast, are better suited to movie enjoyment, less prone 
to failure and enable us to remain invisible and maintain our dignity, while also 
benefiting a wider segment of the public (children, seniors, the Deaf, those learning 
English as a second language, etc.). 
 
We look forward to a favorable report on SB 92. 
 
Thank you, 
 
MDAD Board of Directors 
 

 

 

 

President 
Tina Joyner 
 
Vice President 
Jacob Leffler 
 
Secretary 
Tiasha Bera 
 
Treasurer 
Allysa Dittmar 
 
Board Members 
Vikki Porter 
Jennifer Ajifowoke 
Blaise Delahoussaye 
Tori Reeves 
Thelma Schroeder 
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January 30, 2024

Chairperson Senator William C. Smith, Jr.

Judicial Proceedings Committee

2 East

Miller Senate Office Building

Annapolis, Maryland 21401

RE: Support of SB 92

Dear Chairperson Smith and Judicial Proceedings Committee members,

My name is John A. Serrano and I submit this letter as a representative of the Maryland School for the Deaf in my

capacity as the school superintendent. The intention of this letter is to express my support for SB 92 which

requires all movie theaters to offer movies with open captioning on an ongoing basis.

As a Deaf individual currently working in the role of educating Deaf/Hard of Hearing students from the state of

Maryland, I can attest that we depend on closed captioning for full access. Growing up as a Deaf individual, it

has been a privilege to see the positive impact the American with Disabilities Act (ADA), a landmark federal

legislation, as well as the numerous technological advancements have had on ensuring accessibility for disabled

groups including the Deaf/Hard of Hearing community. A significant part of the impact on accessibility for

Deaf/Hard of Hearing and those with hearing loss, was the implementation of closed captioning in movies,

television shows and more recently, streaming movies/shows. Requiring open captioning at public movie

theaters would be a small yet significant leap toward ensuring equitable access for everyone, especially the

Deaf/hard of Hearing population in Maryland. Our Deaf/Hard of Hearing students should be afforded the same

opportunity as other children to watch movies in movie theaters at any given time. After all, the core principles

of the American with Disabilities Act is to give equitable accessibility and opportunities for all disabled people

including Deaf/Hard of Hearing people, and this bill aligns with those core principles.

For these reasons and more, I hope you will consider your support for SB 92. Thank you for your continued

work.

Sincerely,

John A. Serrano
Superintendent, Maryland School for the Deaf

The Maryland School for the Deaf does not discriminate on the basis of age, ancestry, color, creed, marital status, mental or physical disability, national origin,
political affiliation, belief or opinion, race, religious affiliation, sex, or sexual orientation in matters affecting program, activities, or employment practices.
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February 8, 2024

Judicial Proceedings Committee
Senate Office Building
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

We are writing on behalf of Maryland Association of the Deaf (MDAD) and with support from
all the organizations that serve communities in the State of Maryland. We are asking you to
support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movies Bill, sponsored by Senator Benjamin Brooks. This bill
will require all motion picture houses to offer open captioning for each screening of a motion
picture all day two times per week. This will give the Deaf and Hard of Hearing Community
more access to watch the movies. Right now, the rule doesn’t require the movie theater to
provide the access.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who are children,
adolescents, college students, adults and foreign people who are learning to read and write
English. More than 100 empirical studies document that captioning a video improves
comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. Captions are particularly beneficial
for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for children and adults learning to
read, and for persons who are D/deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and we appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Tina Joyner, President Gabrielle Davis, President
Maryland Association of the Deaf Prince George County Association of the Deaf
President@mdad.tv PGCAD2020@gmail.com

Jacob Leffler, President Apurva Varia, President
Baltimore City Association of the Deaf Metro South Asian Deaf Association
bcadeaf2020@gmail.com president@msada-dc.org



Jake Grindstaff, President Sean Markel, State Representative
Maryland School for the Deaf Deaf Grassroots Movement
Alumni Association seanmarkel8@gmail.com
Jakegrindstaff@me.com

Sophia Hu, President Janet Weinstock, President
Greater Washington Asian Deaf Association Maryland Deaf Senior Citizens
gwada.dmv@gmail.com president@mddeafseniors.org

Danilo Torres, President Linda Stoltz, President
Latino Deaf Hard of Hearing Maryland Deaf Community Center
Association Metropolitan D.C. Linda.Stoltz@deafmdcc.org
President@myldhh.org

Elke Pieters, President Jeffrey Buxbaum, President
Howard County Association of the Deaf Washington Society of the Jewish
epieters@gmail.com wsjd01@gmail.com
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MSD
Columbia
PᐧTᐧCᐧAᐧ

Parent, Teacher, Community Association

Dear Maryland Legislators,

I, Meredith DeSomma, honored serving as President of MSD Columbia Parent, Teacher, Community
Association (PTCA). I am writing on behalf of PTCA in support of SB 92 and HB 426, Open Captioning Movie
Bill sponsored by Delegate Harry Bhandari and Senator Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion
picture houses to offer closed captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and requires that certain motion
picture houses provide open captioning for at least two (2) screenings per week.

If you could picture this, if a class were to bring their twenty (20) Deaf students on a field trip to a movie theater
to watch some kind of educational or children movie. The question is: Will the movie theater have enough
Closed Caption devices for each student and staff? I highly doubt that, even if they made arrangements in
advance to make sure they have enough for each person, especially if they do, maybe most of them are
defective. One screen with Open Caption for all is the simplest, cheapest way to do it and the best part is
everyone in that group will have full experience like everyone else with no conflicts with the devices.

Also, the PTCA community and I strongly believe that the bill will benefit our students, staff, families, etc at
Maryland School of the Deaf especially outside of MSD Community. That benefit defines that this open
captioning helps children and adults with language development in literacy. Also, benefits the community of
Senior Citizens, Veterans, Deaf, DeafBlind, Hard of Hearing, persons with medical conditions such as auditory
processing disorder, etc.

We request that you support SB 92 and HB 426 - Open Captioning Movie Bill.

Sincerely,

Meredith DeSomma
MSD Columbia PTCA President
ptca@msd.edu

January 29, 2024

MeredithDuSomma
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MSD
FREDERICK CAMPUS
Parent Staff Association

January 30, 2024

Dear Senate and House Committee Members,

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 and HB 426 - Open Captioning
Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator Benjamin Brooks and Delegate Harry
Bhandari-. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed
captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain
motion picture houses provide open captioning for at least two screenings
each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone
who watches videos (children, adolescents, college students, and adults).
More than 100 empirical studies document that captioning a video
improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their
non-native language, for children and adults learning to read, and for
persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and
peace of mind that they have access to the movie without using devices or
other methods same as other people who go to the movie.
For more details, you may view the Facebook page at "Maryland
Open-Captioned Movies-MOCM".

Your letter of support to both the Economic Matters Committee and



Judicial Proceedings Committee will be so greatly appreciated. Please let
me know if you need additional information. You can reach me at
msdfpsa@gmail.com.

Sincerely,

Amanda Amati
MSDF PSA President
Tax #81-5125642
400 S. Carroll Street
Frederick, MD 21705

mailto:msdfpsa@gmail.com
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February 1, 2024

Dear Maryland Legislators:

I write to reaffirm our call for your support of Senate Bill 92, the Open Captioning Movies Bill. Every day, people
are able to go to theaters and watch any movie they want on a big screen. The National Association of the Deaf
(NAD) respectfully asks that you support the right of deaf and hard of hearing people to have the equivalent and
equitable experience by passing SB 92, the Open Captioning Movies Bill. Based in Maryland, the NAD is the
oldest national civil rights organization in the United States, having been founded in 1880 and overseen for the
past 142 years by deaf and hard of hearing leaders. The NAD also has a state association affiliate in Maryland –
the Maryland Association of the Deaf (MDAD), and supports the efforts of MDAD to pass SB 92.

This bill is necessary to correct the inequity that all deaf and hard of hearing individuals currently face in movie
theaters. The U.S. Department of Justice issued a Final Rule on November 21, 2016 that mandates movie theaters
to provide closed captioning technology (see, https://www.ada.gov/regs2016/movie_captioning_rule_page.html).
However, closed captioning technology in movie theaters are devices that deaf and hard of hearing people have
had to borrow from the theater management to be able to view captioning through them while trying to watch a
movie at the same time. In addition, such devices have been prone to malfunction during the course of movies due
to breaking down, powering down, and signal disconnects. While the DOJ’s 2016 Final Rule made it possible in
theory for deaf and hard of hearing people to go to any movie theater and be able to watch practically any movie,
these equipment failures were so common that going to the movies was fraught with disappointment rather than
the equal access that was the idealized goal.

Ask any deaf or hard of hearing person who has gone to a movie and had to endure the theater’s closed captioning
equipment, and you will find that nearly all of them have experienced the failure of this equipment. And they will
also tell you that they have complained practically every time to the theater involved. However, the theaters do not
compile and share the data on those failures and complaints, but only offer the deaf or hard of hearing patrons
with refunds, free popcorn, and other concessions. The deficiency of closed captioning devices for movie theaters
was also newsworthy at the Sundance Festival this year (see,
https://people.com/movies/marlee-matlin-and-other-sundance-film-festival-jurors-walk-out-of-premiere-over-capt
ioning-malfunction/).

By contrast, open captioning is fully accessible simply because the captioning is turned on the movie itself. With
open captioning, deaf and hard of hearing people do not need to depend on any specialized devices and can just
enjoy movies along with everyone else. The open captioning function is simple to use now that all movie theaters
use digital technology, and the open captions are easily turned on through such technology. While some movie
theater chains have seen the writing on the wall and have started to provide open captioned showings at various
theaters, the showings are not frequent enough and often are during inconvenient times. These movie theaters
often only offer closed captioning technology during peak showings.

Such limitations were the impetus for the deaf and hard of hearing community to seek state and local level
remedies, including in Maryland. The first successful legislation was by Hawaii in 2015 with a new open
captioning law, HRS 489-9, which had to be restored in 2019 after theater owners watered down the legislation in
2017. New York City recently enacted its own open captioning requirement – NYC Administrative Code section
20-699.7. These legislative efforts are just the beginning, as there is a huge demand for open captioning.

https://www.ada.gov/regs2016/movie_captioning_rule_page.html
https://people.com/movies/marlee-matlin-and-other-sundance-film-festival-jurors-walk-out-of-premiere-over-captioning-malfunction/
https://people.com/movies/marlee-matlin-and-other-sundance-film-festival-jurors-walk-out-of-premiere-over-captioning-malfunction/


According to research done by Johns Hopkins experts, there are at least 48 million people in the United States
who are deaf or hard of hearing (see, https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3564588/). In Maryland
alone, it is estimated that there are more than 1.2 million deaf and hard of hearing people (see,
https://odhh.maryland.gov/press-releases/featured-story/over-1-2-million-deaf-and-hard-of-hearing-marylanders/).
This is a huge audience that needs access at movie theaters along with their families and friends.

Moreover, movie theaters in Maryland are failing to provide open captioning to a sufficient degree to ensure
access to the latest movies. Too often, movie theaters make arbitrary decisions on which movies will be open
captioned and how infrequent they will be shown. They will often show a very popular movie with open
captioning only once during its run and do so on a day and time that is entirely inconvenient for anyone.

SB 92 would ensure that every covered movie theater provides at least two open captioning showings of each
movie per week, and this is not unreasonable. Would the deaf and hard of hearing community be seeking open
captioned showings of movies across the country if they were truly happy with closed captioned showings? The
answer is obvious.

Deaf and hard of hearing Marylanders simply ask that we be able to watch movies at any time without dreading
machine failures. Please pass SB 92 to make that possible.

Sincerely,

Howard A. Rosenblum
Chief Executive Officer

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3564588/
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  Shaping an Accessible World  

1207 Delaware #2212 ∴ Wilmington, DE ∴ 19806 

TDIforAccess.org  

 
 
February 2, 2024 
  
  
To Whom It May Concern: 
  
I am writing on behalf of TDIforAccess, Inc. (TDI), an organization dedicated to advocating for 
equal access to entertainment and media for individuals who are deaf and hard of hearing. We 
are writing to express our wholehearted support for the Open Captioning Movie Bill, HB 426 
and SB 92, which we believe will have a significant positive impact on the accessibility of cinema 
experiences for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing. 
  
Open captioning is a vital accessibility feature that ensures that moviegoers with hearing 
disabilities can enjoy films in theaters without barriers. It provides real-time text displayed on 
the screen, allowing viewers to follow the dialogue and sounds, which greatly enhances their 
cinema experience. The importance of this service cannot be overstated, as it promotes 
inclusivity and ensures that individuals with hearing disabilities can fully participate in a shared 
cultural experience. 
  
HB 426 and SB 92 represent a crucial step toward making entertainment venues more 
accessible and inclusive for all members of our community. By mandating open captioning in 
movie theaters, these bills send a clear message that the rights and needs of individuals with 
disabilities are valued and protected. Moreover, they align with the principles of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA) by fostering an environment where everyone can enjoy the same 
opportunities and experiences. 
   
We encourage you to support and advocate for the passage of HB 426 and SB 92 to ensure that 
all moviegoers can fully engage in the cinematic experience. We are more than willing to 
collaborate with your organization and provide any additional  
 
Thank you for your time and consideration of this important matter. We look forward to a 
future where everyone can enjoy the magic of the movies without barriers. 
  

 AnnMarie Killian 
 
AnnMarie Killian 
Chief Executive Officer 
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TO:    Economic Matters 

FROM:  Autism Society of Maryland 

DATE:  February 8, 2024 

RE:  SB0092  - Supporting 

 
The Autism Society of Maryland (AUSOM), formerly the Howard County Autism Society, would 
like to express its strong support for SB0092, a bill requiring open caption moving showings  in 
theaters at least once a month.   
 
More than a decade ago, one of our AUSOM parents went to a movie in Columbia, MD with her 
young Autistic daughter.  When her daughter started to vocalize, stim and move about, the 
theater asked them to leave, saying they were disturbing other customers.  Discouraged by the 
lack of access, she reached out to the AMC Theater at Columbia Mall and asked if they would 
be willing to host sensory-friendly movies a few times a month at quieter times for local Autism 
families.  AMC agreed to a test of the program at its Columbia location. As word spread and the 
program grew more popular, it spread to AMC theaters throughout the country, becoming a 
national model for inclusion that benefits thousands in the Autism community each year.   
 
The issue addressed in SB0092 is a similar and one well worth our support to provide greater 
access and inclusion for all community members.    
 

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies 
document that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the 
video. Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native 
language, for children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of 
hearing.   
 
Additionally, studies have shown that hearing loss is much more common among older adults, 
and 91% of adults with hearing loss are aged 50 and older.   
 
Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that 
they can access the movie without using devices or other methods like other people who go to 
the cinema. 
 
 
 
 



 

a 

 
Due to the device problems i.e. battery failure, lack of connectivity, or sporadic connectivity 
that leads to dropped dialogue, SB0092 will require all movie theaters in the State of Maryland 
to provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week. 
 
Maryland has an opportunity to take a leadership role nationally on this issue that will benefit 
both movie-goers and businesses.  There will be waves of new people buying movie theatre 
tickets in Maryland.  Gallaudet University is in the backyard, and folks from there will come to 
Maryland to enjoy watching movies.  Also, this will not only benefit the Deaf but also everyone 
else with hearing loss, foreign speakers, etc. 
 
THANK YOU for supporting SB0092! 
 
Warm regards,  
 

 
Melissa Rosenberg 
Executive Director 
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February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Emily Mellgren and I am Hearing, a person with a neurodivergent, auditory
processing disorder, or similar medical condition. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Emily Mellgren
emily@erdelynet.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Laura Menefee and I am Deaf. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Laura Menefee
LauraMenefee837@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Kim Mettache and I am Deaf.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Kim Mettache
kmettache@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Chandra Metz and I am a person with a neurodivergent, auditory processing
disorder. I live in Washington County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Chandra Metz
mrs.chandrametz@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jeff Meyer and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jeff Meyer
meyerjeffrey@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Chris Militello and I am Hearing. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Chris Militello
cmilitello@arrowbicycle.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Joan Miller and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Joan Miller
joan.miller22@aol.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Kristina Miller and I am Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Kristina Miller
Kristin@prolove.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Kathy Miller and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Kathy Miller
kathynbmc@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Mackenzie Miller and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Mackenzie Miller
Mackenzie.lanier@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Natalie Miller and I am Hard of Hearing, also I have neurodivergent, auditory
processing disorder. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Natalie Miller
natalie.miller5@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Penelope Miller and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Penelope Miller
penelope.c.miller@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Tara Miller and I am Hard of Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

My children & some of my students are deaf or hard of hearing. They all enjoy movies as much
as the next child and should be able to enjoy also.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Tara Miller
miller05tjn@hotmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is William Millios and I am Deaf. I live in Talbot County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Attending the movies with my family (some of whom are hearing, some are Deaf) has always
been a very stressful event. While there are sometimes technology solutions that allow me to
attend a movie "any time" - such as the glasses, or the in-the-cup-holder device - approximately
2/3 of the time there is a technical issue part-way through the movie. The device stops working,
it glitches, the battery dies, etc. This requires me to seek assistance, missing parts of the movie,
leaving my seat, etc., The ONLY truly accessible way for all of us to watch movies is with Open
Captioning. Please support this bill, so that the Deaf, hard of hearing, and others who rely on
captioning to understand and follow movies can attend with their families.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

William Millios
william.millios@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Nicole Ming and I am Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Nicole Ming
mongfamily@live.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Molly Mirchandani and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Molly Mirchandani
mollypfeifer@comcast.net



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Trinity Mitchell and I am Hearing. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Trinity Mitchell
trinity.mitchell089@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jon Mitchiner and I am Deaf, a person learning English as a second language.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jon Mitchiner
jmitchiner@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Monica Mockus and I am Deaf.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

My husband is Hard of Hearing and we have not been to a movie theater in a very long time. The
reason why is that he struggles to hear the voices and finds that it is exhausting trying to keep up
with the dialogue. He would love to see a movie with open captioning. It would provide access
and make it more enjoyable for him to watch the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Monica Mockus
monicamockus@comcast.net



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Debbie Mohney and I am Hard of Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Debbie Mohney
Boulderdebbie@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Quianna Mohondro and I am a person with a neurodivergent, auditory processing
disorder. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

I have significant hearing loss at lower pitches due to brain damage. I also have ADHD which
further increases difficulty with auditory processing. Open captions with movies would make me
much more likely to patronize movie theaters rather than waiting for films to come out on Netflix
or other streaming services.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Quianna Mohondro
quiannagivens@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Viola Mohr and I am Deaf. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Viola Mohr
violarosemohr@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Rebecca Moir, and I am Deaf. I live in Baltimore County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Rebecca Moir
becca102@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jim Molinelli and I am Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jim Molinelli
jim.molinelli@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Kathleen Mooney and I am Hearing. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Kathleen Mooney
kcmooney@me.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Atena Moore and I am Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

I’m a hearing person who believes in inclusivity and accessibility for these are essential
principles for fostering a society where everyone can fully participate and enjoy various aspects
of life, including entertainment like movies.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Atena Moore
mooreatena@gmailcom



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Dawn Moore and I am Deaf. I live in Washington County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Dawn Moore
dawnschriver@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Diana Moore and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Diana Moore
moorediana999@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Gwendolyn Moore and I am Hearing. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Gwendolyn Moore
bunnys40flava@msn.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is James Moore, and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

James Moore
JamesTMoore2010@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is LeeAnn Moore and I am Hearing. I live in Allegany County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

LeeAnn Moore
miserylmd1371moore@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Savannah Moore and I am Hearing. I live in Harford County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Savannah Moore
savannah.moore22@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Norma Moran and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Norma Moran
viva2nym@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Reyna Moran and I am Hearing. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Reyna Moran
reynaaaom@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Eileen Morgan and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Eileen Morgan
eileenfmorgan@msn.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Monica Morley and I am Hearing. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Monica Morley
monicagmorley@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Nikkia Morton and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Nikkia Morton
nikkia.morton@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Becky Mosher and I am Deaf. I live in Allegany County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Becky Mosher
bcdsd@breezeline.net



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Lisa Moss and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Wicomico County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Lisa Moss
amoss@wcboe.org



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Judy Mounty and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Judy Mounty
jmounty@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Thomas Muething and I am Deaf.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Thomas Muething
thomas.a.muething@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Paul Mulligan and I am a person with a neurodivergent, auditory processing
disorder. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Paul Mulligan
paul.mulliganiel@hey.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Alicia Mullins and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Alicia Mullins
mullins8520@comcast.net



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Natalie Munoz and I am a person learning English as a second language. I live in
Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Natalie Munoz
natalimunoz1@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Randy Murbach and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Open captioning is important in movie theaters for several reasons. It provides a permanently
visible way to view dialogue and sound effects on screen, benefiting not only the deaf and hard
of hearing community but also language learners, individuals new to a particular culture or
language, and those with difficulty understanding accents or technical terms[3][5]. Open captions
help create a more inclusive and accessible environment, leading to increased attendance and
revenue for movie theater owners[5]. Additionally, they eliminate the need for separate
captioning devices, which are often plagued with technological and user experience issues[3].
The recent adoption of open captions by major movie theater chains and the regulatory
requirements further emphasize the importance of open captioning in theaters[5]. Therefore,
open captioning is a crucial step toward making entertainment accessible to all and should be a
standard option in all movie theaters[5].

Citations:

[1] https://mashable.com/article/open-captions-subtitles-accessibility-movie-theaters

[2]
https://www.reddit.com/r/flicks/comments/10mvcya/would_you_enjoy_having_open_captions_o
n_every/?rdt=33025



[3]
https://www.3playmedia.com/blog/why-advocates-are-calling-out-closed-captions-at-movie-thea
ters-and-festivals/

[4] https://www.rev.com/blog/resources/open-caption-vs-closed-caption-whats-the-difference

[5] https://nagish.com/post/open-captions-in-theatres

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Randy Murbach
rmurbach@icloud.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Teresa Murbach and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

As a deaf individual, my relationship with cinema has always been bittersweet. Movies are
gateways to diverse stories and emotions, but accessing these wonders has often been a
challenge. My experience with closed captioning devices, such as glasses with embedded
captions, was far from satisfactory. They were heavy and caused discomfort on my nose bridge,
distracting me from the immersive experience that cinema should offer.

This is why open captioning at movie theaters is incredibly important to me. Open captions do
more than display dialogue; they represent a commitment to accessibility and inclusion. With
open captions, I can fully immerse myself in the film without the burden of cumbersome
assistive devices. The story, characters, and emotions come alive without any barriers.

The significance of open captioning extends into my family life as well. I have hearing children,
and we value our movie outings immensely. However, the limited availability of open-captioned
showings often means we have to miss out on these moments. It's disheartening to have to
choose between my comfort and family time, a decision that no family should be forced to make.

I am a strong advocate for the implementation of a bill that requires open captioning in movie
theaters. This plea isn't just for myself but for the many deaf individuals who face similar
obstacles. Open captioning isn't a mere feature; it's a step towards a more inclusive world where
everyone, regardless of their hearing ability, can share in the joy of cinema.



I call upon lawmakers and cinema owners to realize the vital role open captioning plays. It's a
relatively small adjustment for them, but one that would significantly impact the lives of deaf
people. We deserve to enjoy movies just as anyone else does, without barriers or discomfort.

Let's open up the world of cinema to everyone. It's time to embrace open captioning not just as
an option, but as a standard.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Teresa Murbach
ttmurbach@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Alyssa Myers, and I am Deaf. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Alyssa Myers
Alyssamyers521@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Joseph Myers and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Joseph Myers
joemyers90@hotmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Laura Myers and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Laura Myers
myers.laurar3@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Linda Myers and I am Deaf. I live in Caroline County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Linda Myers
lindakmyers1952@gmail.com
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February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Deborah Nathanson and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Deborah Nathanson
Deborahnathanson@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jill Naumann and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jill Naumann
Jdnover@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Sarah Nelinson, and I am DeafBlind. I live in Carroll County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I couldn't go to the movie theater because devices are not efficient for someone who goes with
me to interpret the movie due to the device being in the way. The Open Captioning Movie is the
way that can make it happen.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Sarah Nelinson
chef.nelinson@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jennifer Nelson and I am Deaf.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jennifer Nelson
gueneverenelson@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Richard Newton Treadway, and I am Hearing. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Richard Newton Treadway
bmorerik@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Kristina Nicholas, and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Kristina Craig
krissylyn88@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is James Nickerson and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

James Nickerson
jnickerson314159@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jane Nickerson and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jane Nickerson
janenickerson10@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Janice Nierstedt-Keegan and I am Hearing. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

My husband and our daughters are Deaf. The challenges we have faced regarding captioning
access at movie theaters are unacceptable. I look forward to the positive changes at the movie
theaters. It will contribute to a more seamless and enjoyable experience for all of us who rely on
captioning to fully engage with movies. Open captions for all!

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Janice Nierstedt-Keegan
Janicelynn3@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Gladys Noguera and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Without Open Captions, you can’t waltz into a theater to see a movie anytime. I had missed
several released movies because I had other engagements or limited locations. It’s not the same
to watch later on streaming.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Gladys Noguera
gladys20901@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Anna Nord-Gold and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I am originally from Sweden but I have been living here for over 25 years. In Sweden, all movies
are open captioned, including Swedish movies, and this has been the case since I was a child. It
is truly beneficial and greatly aids in the enjoyment of movies. Open captions provide assistance
not only to individuals who are deaf but also to immigrants and people with learning disabilities.
They offer a universal benefit that enhances the movie-watching experience.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Anna Nord-Gold
annanordgold@me.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Erik Nordlof and I am Deaf.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

As a deaf moviegoer, I am not able to go see movies in theaters the vast majority of the time
because the closed captioning devices are frequently unreliable, especially dropping lines
through the movie. I have had multiple experiences which have led me to prefer to stay home.

If you are a hearing moviegoer, imagine going to a movie where there is repeatedly no audio for
the dialogue throughout the movie. You'd be frustrated and not want to come back to the theater.
We, deaf moviegoers, have to suffer this for all movie theaters, which never fix the closed
captions devices (which need special maintenance), and we give up on going to the movies
because of this lack of accessibility. Open captions is what brings us back to the movies.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Erik Nordlof
enordlof@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Erin Nortrup and I am Hearing. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Erin Nortrup
erinbean70@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jessica Novak Cruz and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jessica Novak Cruz
Jessica.novak9@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jane Nowalski, and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jane Nowalski
jmnowa@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Mark Nowowiejski, and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Mark Nowowiejski
mnowowiejski@jhu.edu



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Allie O’Donnell, and I am Hearing. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Allie O’Donnell
sweetboo@comcast.net



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Mary O’Meara and I am Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Mary O’Meara
mary.omeara@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Janet O’Neal and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Allegany County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Janet O’Neal
janetoneal9@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Patricia Oakley and I am DeafBlind. I live in Washington County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Patricia Oakley
usalady54@icloud.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is James K. Odom and I am Deaf.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

I’ve been to the movies with the captioning device, and it is very clunky and often doesn’t fit the
cup holder snuggly, and it often starts to fall mid-movie. The desire for open captioning directly
on the screen is a reasonable request that aligns to create a more accessible and comfortable
movie-watching experience for everyone.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

James K. Odom
thekevinodom@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Nicole Odom and I am Hearing, a person with a neurodivergent, auditory processing
disorder.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Both my parents are deaf so I grew up seeing firsthand how important captions are for all kinds
of communities. The desire for open captioning directly on the screen is a reasonable request that
aligns to create a more accessible and comfortable movie-watching experience for everyone.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Nicole Odom
neonglo15@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Shaunflow Odom and I am Hearing. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Shaunflow Odom
neighborhoodinterpreting@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Olatokunbo Ogunbayo and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Open captions are so important, it has broader benefits, especially for young children and others
who may benefit from visual reinforcement of spoken words.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Olatokunbo Ogunbayo
Tokunboogunbayo@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Yakima Ogunloye and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Yakima Ogunloye
Queennubian1@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Eric Oliver and Deaf. I live in Talbot County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Eric Oliver
Oeric2923@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jodi Oliveri and I am Hearing with a neurodivergent, auditory processing disorder,
or similar medical condition. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jodi Oliveri
jodioliveri@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Cyndi Olson and I am Deaf.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Cyndi Olson
Cyndifolson@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Karen Olson and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Karen Olson
kolighthouse@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Dr. Mercy Olumoya and I am Hearing, a person learning English as a second
language. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

As an Educator/Children Advocate, I have two deaf family members and continue to advocate
for K-12 students with deafness/other disabilities in the public school systems. Enjoying events
like movies continued to be a hassle without captions or adequate interpretation availability.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Dr. Mercy Olumoya
olumm006@aol.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is John Olumoya and I am Deaf. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

John Olumoya
john.olumoya@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Taiwo Olumoya and I am Deaf, a person learning English as a second language. I
live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Taiwo Olumoya
tt.olumoya@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Debra Orem and I am a person learning English as a second language. I live in
Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Debra Orem
Td.orem@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Erica Oster and I am Deaf. I live in Washington County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Erica Oster
l33lynn@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Michelle Ottinger and I am Deaf.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Michelle Ottinger
michelyn85@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Rita Owens and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Rita Owens
nkowens@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Robert Padden and I am Deaf.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

I find captioning adds to my enjoyment of movies so I can catch any dialogue I may miss. I use
them when I watch movies at home and prefer to watch movies when open captioned movies are
available to me. I would go to the movie theater more often if they had open captioned movies.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Robert Padden
rdpadden@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jeff Padon, and I am Deaf. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jeff Padon
jeffpadon@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Sally Paroby and I am Hearing. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Sally Paroby
paroby3@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Patrick Pase and I am Hearing. I live in Prince George's County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Patrick Pase
Patrickpase@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Debra Patkin and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Debra Patkin
debrajoy@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Maureen Paton and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Maureen Paton
Mopaton@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Elice Patterson and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Elice Patterson
ElicePatterson@Gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Annabelle Patton, and I am a person with a neurodivergent, auditory processing
disorder, or similar medical condition. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I didn’t know how helpful captions were until I started using them. As an Autistic adult,
captioning has helped me be able to understand things more thoroughly at the movies the way
that my peers can.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Annabelle Patton
annabellezpatton@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Joe Paulukonis and I am a person with a neurodivergent, auditory processing
disorder.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

As someone who was kept out of the traditional public/private schooling pipeline, I believe it is
critically important that captioning services be available to everyone. I strongly believe that I
owe my ability to read, write, and understand language in general to the presence of subtitles in
media I consumed as a child (so many Miyazaki films!). A lack of open captioning does not take
into consideration those who are so often already left out of the discussion. Inclusivity is the key
to a functioning, just society, and this bill is another step towards making that society a reality.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Joe Paulukonis
joepaulukonis@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Kellye Payne and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Baltimore County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Due to numerous issues and challenges with closed-captioning devices, I strongly urge the State
legislators the importance of making movie theaters accessible to everyone by passing this bill so
all Marylanders can have an excellent movie experience.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Kellye Payne
Kellyenpayne@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jenny Pearson and I am Hearing. I live in Harford County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jenny Pearson
Jennycurran18@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Molly Pelzer and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Molly Pelzer
mhmartin@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Arlyn Penaranda and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Arlyn Penaranda
Penaranda.arlyn@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Mary Perrodin-Singh and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Mary Perrodin-Singh
mperrodin@gmail.com
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February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Brenda Perrodin and I am Deaf.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Brenda Perrodin
bapemmy123@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Carolyn Perry and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

I do not attend movies unless they are open-captioned and easy for me to get to. A survey of
hearing family members and friends has suggested that quality captions do not interfere with the
viewing pleasure of hearing people.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Carolyn Perry
csperry1@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Julie Perry and I am Deaf.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Julie Perry
julieperry3@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jennifer Perry and I am Hearing. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jennifer Perry
jenniferwalsh76@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Mark Perry and I am Hard of Hearing with a neurodivergent, auditory processing
disorder, or similar medical condition. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Mark Perry
xgp1029@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Cindi Peters, and I am Deaf. I live in Carroll County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Cindi Peters
cspeters38@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jason Petersen and I am a person with a neurodivergent, auditory processing
disorder, or similar medical condition. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I find it extremely helpful to see text on screen when interacting with any form of media.
Whether it be videos online, movies, even video games I find I absorb the information better if I
can both listen and read. I watched Oppenheimer this summer, and I remember feeling a tad
frustrated during quiet scenes or scenes with arguments because following along was a bit
rougher. I rewatched it with captions, and I enjoyed being able to read along when watching it.
Having open captions is very helpful, and I really hope this bill passes because movies may be
more enjoyable and comprehensive.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jason Petersen
jaysonpeepee@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Ada Ruth Pettis and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Ada Ruth Pettis
pettis.ruth@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Mallory Pettis and I am Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Mallory Pettis
Mallory.pettis@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Rosemary Pettis and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Rosemary Pettis
rosesecho@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Ward Pettis and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Ward Pettis
wardnih@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Caroline Pezzarossi and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Having consistent and widely available open captions is not only a benefit for me as a Deaf
person, it is also a human centered design in which you are providing access to all those who
may need captions regardless of their hearing status.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Caroline Pezzarossi
ckpezzarossi@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Nicolas Pezzarossi and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Nicolas Pezzarossi
Nickpezz@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Judy Pfau and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Judy Pfau
kjpfau@aol.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Amy Phillips, and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Closed Captions glasses are not very accessible as they are often blurry and hard to read. They
are also heavy and uncomfortable. Please consider making movies accessible to all.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Amy Phillips
amyp530@aol.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Elke Pieters and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I've experienced using the devices while watching movies. They weren't always dependable.
They'd stop working and I would need to get up and find people to get them fixed or replaced. I'd
miss a good chunk of movie time. Wearing them was another thing. They were bulky and
awkward to use. The devices forced me to accommodate them to be able to read the captions
while watching movies. I do advise you to please go to the movie and try them yourself to
experience it. Open captioned movies would give a lot of freedom. No technical interference. No
bulky awkwardness. No interruptions. Nothing. I'd sit and watch open captioned movies with
pleasure just like you would!

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Elke Pieters
Epieters@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Michael Pilson and I am Deaf. I live in Carroll County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Michael Pilson
mhpilson@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Rebecca Pilson and I am Deaf. I live in Carroll County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
can access the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Rebecca Pilson
repilson@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Carol Polizzi and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Carol Polizzi
mylibra28@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Sima Popowski and I am Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

As a Child of Deaf Adults, I missed out on family movie experiences as it was usually a hassle to
find theaters with open captions and the assistive technology (e.g. captioning glasses) are not
always reliable/ can be awkward. As a graduate student on Gallaudet’s campus, many of my
friends do not go to movie premieres or see any movie until it’s available on Netflix or a
streaming service due to preference for open captioning. Open captioning creates a more
accessible environment. Maryland can lead the change in creating an accessible state and
hopefully country.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Sima Popowski
Simapopowski@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Rose Porch and I am Hearing. I live in Cecil County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Open captions for all movies should be a given! Equal access is most important! Adding open
captions to all movies in theaters is an easy fix that would bring equal entertainment to so many
people.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Rose Porch
roseeee1973@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Zoe Porreca and I am Hearing. I live in Baltimore County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Zoe Porreca
zoe.porreca29@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Charles Jaron Porter and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

It frustrates me when I got to the movies with my mother and she can’t enjoy the movie the same
way as me because the glasses provided are malfunctioning or just not working and it takes away
from the pleasure of the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Charles Jaron Porter
Porter.Charlie.5@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Vaylor Porter and I am Hearing, a person with a neurodivergent, auditory processing
disorder. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

When I go to the movies with my mother, it’s a pain because she gets two of those closed
captioned (CC) glasses in case one messes up or dies. That happens a LOT. And I gotta hold one
of them in my lap. Annoying.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Vaylor Porter
vaylor.porter@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Vikki Porter and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

The act of going to the movies is supposed to be a fun time, but instead is filled with barriers
(equipment malfunctioning, not working), wrong captions assigned to the wrong movie (think
captions showing "I love you so much!" while the screen is showing people in cars racing fast
and shooting each other on the highway), time lost going to the lobby trying to resolve issues,
and getting a small consolation prize: free movie tickets for the next movie. Rinse and repeat.
Hearing companions who go with me to the movies see these comedic frustrations and shake
their heads in pity. In short, deaf moviegoers are treated as fourth class citizens but being charged
first class taxes.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Vikki Porter
porter.vikki.l@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Lori Post and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Lori Post
Lapost2@verizon.net



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Theresa Posthuma and I am Hearing. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Even though I am hearing, I rely on open captions, as sometimes the special effect sounds drown
out the voices of the actors, some actors have accents that are difficult to understand, and it is
just an all-around more enjoyable experience.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Theresa Posthuma
taposthuma@aol.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Katie Poston and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Katie Poston.
katposton14@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Kirsten Poston and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Open captioning benefits everyone! There is much to be gained in mainstream society when
movies are accessible to all. Watching movies and being able to know what the story is about
speaks volumes to the direction and commitment this state has with ensuring the disability
community is not left behind.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Kirsten Poston
mkposton@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Melissa Potolsky and I am Deaf. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Melissa Potolsky
melissapotolsky@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jennifer Powell and I am Deaf. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jennifer Powell
Jpowell139@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Khamonnie Powell and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George's County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Khamonnie Powell
Khamonnie-powrll@pgcps.org



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Arlene Pratt and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Arlene Pratt
apratt1718@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Valerie Prince and I am Hard of Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Valerie Prince
V.prince83@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Carrie Quigley and I am Hearing. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I have used captions on my tv for years and realize how much I rely on them to get all the
dialogue. When I go to the movies it is very helpful to have the captions so I don't miss any of
the dialogue as well as the lyrics to the songs when I take my grandchildren to their musical
movies. They too rely on captions as they have grown up with captions on their tvs.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Carrie Quigley
pcquigley@comcast.net



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Taylor Ramage, and I am Hearing. I live in Baltimore County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Taylor Ramage
tr_ramage@hotmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is David Rancourt and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

David Rancourt
drancourt@david-rancourt.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Nancy Ravindra and I am Deaf. I live in Dorchester County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

There is no nearest theatre (within 30 minutes) that offers open-captioned movies. Driving 2+
hours one way to watch an open-captioned movie is challenging. Our hearing neighbors can go
and watch any movie they want locally. We want access and freedom to choose whichever movie
we want to watch, not because it is the only movie that offers captions but because none is
available locally.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Nancy Ravindra
Nanravindra@me.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Sheila Ray and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Sheila Ray
snerdboff@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Scott Recht and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Going to the movie theaters will be important for me because I will be able to enjoy the open
captioning movies just like the rest of movie patrons. It will be considered as an equal access for
everybody.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Scott Recht
sarecht@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Alijah Redman and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Alijah Redman
Alijah.redman@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Alisa Redmon and I am Deaf. I live in Baltimore County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Alisa Redmon
redgrandma6@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Michelle Redmond and I am Hard of Hearing with a neurodivergent, auditory
processing disorder, or similar medical condition. I live in Harford George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Michelle Redmond
redmondmichelle@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Kelly Reed-Tarry and I am Hearing, a person with neurodivergent, auditory
processing disorder. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Kelly Reed-Tarry
Kelly@designfruitcreative.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Colin Reilly and I am Hearing. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Colin Reilly
pretzellogic45@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Eric Reisman and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Baltimore County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Eric Reisman
reisvid@comcast.net



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Valeria Retana and I am a person learning English as a second language. I live in
Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Valeria Retana
Retana1400@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Betty Rewolinski and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Betty Rewolinski
eliza1955@me.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Shakira Reynoso and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George's County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I loved going to the movie theater but it tends to have a limited schedule for OC. I sometimes
can't come to the scheduled day because my family or I were busy that day. When I first used the
captioning device, it was on my movie date and it was the worst experience. I can't enjoy the
movie because the captioning device won't show some dialogue or it will delay the dialogues.
Not to mention the handstring of the captioning device keeps up being not a comfortable position
for me to read it, I have to fix multiple times while trying to watch the screen at the same time. It
was tiresome. Closed-captioning glasses? It tends to be not available or doesn't have it
fully-charged, I remember that my parents had to pay for cc glasses at theaters when I was
younger, even the tickets for them were expensive enough already, To be honest, I am not sure
about it now because I am nearsighted and I need to use glasses for that, so I am not sure how it
may help me now if I have to use both of them? Not to mention the glasses might have not been
cleaned after others use them.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Shakira Reynoso
shaki-reynosojimenez@pgcps.org



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jenny Riegel and I am Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jenny Riegel
Riegel.jenny@gmail.com
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February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Esther Rimer and I am Deaf. I live in Calvert County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Esther Rimer
erimer@bellsouth.net



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jose Rivera and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jose Rivera
joserivera772734@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jessica Roberts and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
can access the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jessica Roberts
jessicaroberts1989@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Andrew Robertson and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Andrew Robertson
aorleansman@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Emmanuel Robertson and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Emmanuel Robertson
emmanuelrobertson37@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Maribel Robertson and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Maribel Robertson
maribelr03@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Samuel Robertson and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Samuel Robertson
robertsonsamuel331@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Sue Robertson and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Allegany County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Sue Robertson
Pittsburghsteefan@msn.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Julia Roche and I am Hearing. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Julia Roche
Juliarroche@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Judi Rockhill and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Judi Rockhill
Judirockhill@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Nirit Roddy and I am a person with a neurodivergent, auditory processing disorder,
or similar medical condition. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Nirit Roddy
nkatzur@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Caitlyn Rodriguez and I am Hearing. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
can access the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who go to
the movie.

For the Deaf members of our community, access of this sort isn’t a privilege, it should be a
guarantee. As a hearing person, I believe subtitle captioning is incredibly helpful for
comprehension while viewing for all kinds of movie patrons.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Caitlyn Rodriguez
Caitlynb387@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Thomas Rodriguez and I am Deaf. I live in Harford County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Thomas Rodriguez
Saintthomas6973@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Abbey Roin-Thigpen and I am Deaf. I live in Washington County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Abbey Roin-Thigpen
Mrs.abbey08@gmail.com



February 8, 2024

Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jon Roll and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

It’s hard for me to hear what the movie is saying. For example, in 2008, I went to see the Dark
Knight and I couldn’t hear what Batman and the Joker were saying. Open captions are important
for me and the community.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jon Roll
jr12401@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Gerard Romilus and I am Deaf, a person learning English as a second language. I
live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Gerard Romilus
Gerardr77@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Shaun Rosa and I am a person with a neurodivergent, auditory processing disorder.
I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Shaun Rosa
shaunrosa@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Anna Rose and I am Hearing. I live in Carroll County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Anna Rose
anna.rose2677@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Renate Rose and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George's County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Renate Rose
Kellstwin@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Aliza Rosen and I am Hearing. I live in Baltimore County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Aliza Rosen
alizahrosen@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Hillary Rosko and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Hillary Rosko
hillaryrosko1@gmail.com

mailto:hillaryrosko1@gmail.com


February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Michael Rosko and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Michael Rosko
Mikerosko.gto@gmail.com

mailto:Mikerosko.gto@gmail.com


February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Tiffany Ross and I am DeafBlind. I live in Prince George's County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Tiffany Ross
tiffanyaross14@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Antonia Rota and I am Hearing. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

As a member of the community; a parent with a neurodivergent child, I am acutely aware of the
challenges faced by individuals with varying sensory needs. Open captioning is a fundamental
aspect of creating an inclusive environment for neurodivergent individuals, allowing them to
fully enjoy the cinematic experience. I urge you to consider advocating for policies that
encourage and incentivize theaters to offer more open-captioned showings. I understand the
myriad of responsibilities that lawmakers handle, but the impact of your support on the lives of
neurodivergent individuals cannot be overstated. Entertainment through movies in theaters
should be accessible to all.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Antonia Rota
anrota4@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Elizabeth Roth and I am Deaf. I live in Baltimore County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Roth
purpleiris1011@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is John Roth and I am Deaf. I live in Baltimore County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

John Roth
wahoo34@comcast,net



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Cindy Rothman and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Cindy Rothman
Ipaws21@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Loretta Roult and I am Deaf, A person learning English as a second language. I live
in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Loretta Roult
LorettaSue@me.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Mallorie Rudy and I am a person with a neurodivergent, auditory processing
disorder. I live in Washington County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

I watch everything with captions on. As someone with ADHD, I simply cannot follow along to
any show or movie without captions. Going to a movie theater is already overstimulating enough
because of the volume of the theater, people, etc. Having captions readily available on screen
would make the experience much more pleasant! Everyone deserves equal access!!

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Mallorie Rudy
malgal6332@aol.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is James Ruiz and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

As a Maryland resident with minor hearing issues, having subtitles on the screen assists my
experience and would certainly get me into theaters more often. This would translate into better
revenues for theater owners in my opinion, as I prefer waiting for movies I am uncertain about to
release on a streaming service so that I can utilize subtitle functions to have a better experience. I
am just one person but I would be very surprised if there weren’t others with similar experiences.
On a non-personal note, I would hazard a guess that this would also allow Deaf and Hard of
Hearing residents to boost the cinema business by spending money in theaters. I can only see this
as a win for theater owners and am ignorant of any good argument to the contrary.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

James Ruiz
James.ruiz@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Hyman Russo and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Hyman Russo
hnrusso3@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Katherine Sachs and I am Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Katherine Sachs
kasachs@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Ethiene Salgado and I am a person learning English as a second language.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Ethiene Salgado
ethiene.mailbox@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Vicki Saltzman and I am Deaf. I live in Washington County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Vicki Saltzman
vsaltz70@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Kenneth Samson and I am Deaf. I live in Kent County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I’ve gone to movies in the past that required devices and almost every time, the devices failed or
were defective. It made going to the movies not fun at all, and highly stressful as I kept losing
dialogue and action while trying to fix it. If I go to movies now, I will ONLY go with open
captions.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Kenneth Samson
Samsonkg@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Gabriel Sanchez and I am Deaf. I live in Washington County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Gabriel Sanchez
Ganikocas@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Anne Sanders and my daughter is a person with a neurodivergent, auditory
processing disorder. I live in Calvert County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

I have a daughter who is on the autistic spectrum so I am writing this letter to voice my support
for this bill on her behalf and for many others who would benefit from having captions for
movies.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Anne Sanders
annemsanders16@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Chelsea Sanford and I am Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Chelsea Sanford
Csan1234@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Denise Sansonese and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Denise Sansonese
Bellagal3@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jerry Sansonese and I am Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jerry Sansonese
gsans@aol.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Alejandra Saravia and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Growing up with a mother who is Hard of Hearing and also loves watching movies has been
hard. She either has to plan her life around the schedule the movie theater decides is “flexible” or
use a device that 9/10 times does not work. Movie theaters should be accessible to everyone, not
just convenient for Hearing individuals.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Alejandra Saravia
alisaravia19@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Giovanni Saravia and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Going to the movies with my mom is supposed to be a fun time. But dealing with a lack of
reliable accessibility options puts a strain and chore on the day. Dealing with uncharged caption
devices and rare availability for open caption showings outside of opening weekends means my
mom doesn’t get to enjoy the movies like so many others. That needs to change.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Giovanni Saravia
saraviagio1@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Gustavo Saravia and I am a person learning English as a second language. I live in
Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Gustavo Saravia
Gussaravia1@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Sophia Satre and I am Hearing. I live in Carroll County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Sophia Satre
satre.sms@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Ismella Saul-Jones and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Ismella Saul-Jones
Ismella.Saul@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Marylourdes Scarborough and I am Hearing. I live in Baltimore County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Marylourdes Scarborough
Marylourdesgayles@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Brittany Schenck and I am a person with a neurodivergent, auditory processing
disorder, or similar medical condition.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

My migraine impacts my ability to process spoken words and being able to see the captions
when watching/listening to anything helps me to better understand what is said. I've been to
theaters that offer those closed caption devices that are supposed to connect to the theater you're
in. However, on several occasions they weren't working properly & wouldn't connect to the
theater we were in. These devices are often difficult to use, not user friendly, and also impact
your ability to watch the movie while looking at the caption device making it more of you either
watch the movie or read the captions. These issues with the caption devices made it difficult to
follow the movie we had paid for. It is much easier to watch the movie & read the captions when
they are both on one screen.

Having the option to watch a movie with the captions available on the screen would be great, and
yes I understand we could just watch it at home. But, when you have conditions that limit your
ability to go out and enjoy things the way others do, it makes it all the more meaningful and
enjoyable when you are able to get out of the house and be able to enjoy something such as
watching a movie in the theater without the worry of missing or not understanding parts of the
dialogue.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Brittany Schenck
Chechi28@msn.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Sarah Schmidt and I am Hearing. I live in Harford County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Sarah Schmidt
sarah_schmidt@hotmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Luise Schock and I am Hard of Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Luise Schock
Ldinaschock@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Trina Schooley and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Trina Schooley
trinaschooley@yahoo.com
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February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Vivienne Schroeder and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

It’s been 27 years since I sat in a Silver Spring movie theater as a hard of hearing child and
watched Flubber with open captions for the very first time. Before then I had never been able to
fully catch the dialogue in any film I saw in theaters. It was my deaf parents, who were in their
30s, first time seeing open captions on the silver screen as well.

I remember the awe I felt then. It’s the same awe I feel, now in my 30s, every time I get to go to
a theater at one of their very limited open caption offerings.

Please pass this bill and help make the theater-going experience as normal for my family as it is
for yours.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Vivienne Schroeder
viviwrites22@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jessica Schulte and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jessica Schulte
Jlschulte21@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Joy Schwarz-Mason and I am Hearing. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Joy Schwarz-Mason
Jschwarz.mason@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Iris Schwarz and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Iris Schwarz
Irisnana@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Deanna Scott and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Growing up when I went to movies I did not understand anything. Having open captions
provides me with equal access and more choices of when to go see a movie rather than being
limited when to go. I should be able to go ANY time I want.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Deanna Scott
Dmscott1222@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Eric Scott and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Captiview screens don’t work when the screen goes green or blue or yellow - the green captions
get washed out to the point of unreadability. Caption glasses too often stop working in the middle
of the movie. I have tomiss 5-20 minutes of the movie or play guessing games and/or make up
my own dialogue based on the action on the screen.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Eric Scott
Eric.s.scott@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Frederick Scott and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Frederick Scott
fwseleven@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jay Scotton and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jay Scotton
jayscotton@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Teri Scotton and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Teri Scotton
tmscotton@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Debra Segal and I am Hearing. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

We need to make accessibility a priority in public spaces. I’m a hearing person and a sibling of a
Deaf adult. I’ve experienced numerous obstacles to access captions while with my sibling. Just
last week during a birthday celebration at a local movie theater the accommodations provided for
captioning were malfunctioning and on countless other times have experienced electronics with
dead batteries, broken or damaged equipment, and outdated systems that add additional pressure
to the user. This can be stigmatizing and demoralizing when people just want to be able to access
the world and even simple pleasures like watching a movie without barriers. Refunded tickets
mean nothing when going to a movie becomes a burdensome experience. Please recognize the
importance and benefits of captions for all.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Debra Segal
Debracsegal@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Mary Lynn Segal and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

For the past 35 years my family has never been able to reliably go out to the movies together
because the various captioning and access devices are of poor quality and are unreliable and
cumbersome. The Deaf community needs to be asked what works for them instead of simply
offering old technology that usually ends with more frustration and a Deaf family member
leaving the movie early. In 2024 we demand equal access so all family members can enjoy
sometimes life changing movies we all take for granted.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Mary Lynn Segal
Mimi@vosburgh.net



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Michael Seidman and I am a person with a neurodivergent, auditory processing
disorder, or similar medical condition. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I rely on captions to comprehend the voiced message and what some sound effects mean if I can't
understand it.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Michael Seidman
mas12806@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Rachel Selekman and I am Hard of Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Rachel Selekman
rselekman0124@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Mae Sellers and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Mae Sellers
Maesellers@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Karen Sepielli, and I am Deaf. I live in Charles County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Karen Sepielli
KSepielli@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Peter Sepielli, and I am Deaf. I live in Charles County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Peter Sepielli
sepielli72@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Christopher Sewell and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George's County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I have a Deaf 5 year old child who's beginning to want to go to movie theaters but open
captioning is needed - other alternatives (rearview, etc.) are not feasible for young children to use
for various reasons. Open captions are the best solution for me to connect with my child for
movie theaters.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Christopher Sewell
itschrissewell@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Shifra Shaulsonand I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Shifra Shaulson
shifra120@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Maxwell Shea I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Maxwell Shea
Maxwell.g.shea@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Terri Shirley and I am Hard of Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Terri Shirley
shastar57@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Judy Shugarts I am Hard of Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Although many theaters have Sony glasses or captiview, these are not satisfactory solutions.
Although the Sony glasses work fairly well, they are heavy and painful overtime. The captiview
cup holder is just useless because you cannot focus on the words and the screen at the same time.
The ideal solution for the deaf and Hard of Hearing community is open captions for accessibility.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Judy Shugarts
Hearing4better@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Paul Silverman and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Paul Silverman
paul.silverman@verizon.net



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Raquel Silverware and I am Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Raquel Silverware
Robbyz2004@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Alex Simmons and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Alex Simmons
alex.simmons@deafmdcc.org



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Juliet Simmons and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Juliet Simmons
Julietjlm@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Samantha Simpson and I am Deaf. I live in Washington County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Samantha Simpson
Scfsimpson1211@aol.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Daniel Sinclair and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Allegany County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Daniel Sinclair
Rysin33@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is William Sinnott and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Carroll County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

As someone who was born with microtia and atresia, I've had to wear bone conducting hearing
aids my entire life. And while I have the good fortune of being able to hear well, I emphasize
with those who can't. Open captioning for the deaf and hard of hearing is needed; we should all
be able to enjoy the movie theater experience.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

William Sinnott
colonelwill@verizon.net



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Crystal Sisk, and I am Deaf. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Crystal Sisk
csisk1994@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jennie Sivak and I am Deaf. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jennie Sivak
Jennie.sivak@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Lisa Skaggs and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Lisa Skaggs
ljskaggs58@gmail.com

mailto:ljskaggs58@gmail.com


February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Rosemond Skeete and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George's County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Rosemond Skeete
Subb08880@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jayden Smetana and I am Hearing with a neurodivergent, auditory processing
disorder, or similar medical condition. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jayden Smetana
jsmetana97@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Debbie Smith and I am Hard of Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Debbie Smith
Jerseydebbi21@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Myoshi Smith, and I am Hard of Hearing, a person with a neurodivergent, auditory
processing disorder, or similar medical condition. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Myoshi Smith
myoshi88@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Marcus Smith and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Marcus Smith
Bizzz2814@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Rowan Smith and I am Deaf, a person with a neurodivergent, auditory processing
disorder.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Rowan Smith
royalprotector1852@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Robert Snip and I am a person learning English as a second language. I live in
Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Robert Snip
robsnip@hotmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is James Sobieraj, and I am Hearing. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

James Sobieraj
sobierajjim@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Marbeth Sobieraj, and I am Hearing. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I am a hearing mom with a Deaf teenager. Open captioning is the most important catalyst for a
positive movie experience. We are so grateful when “open captioning” is highlighted with a film
we are excited to view in the theater.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Marbeth Sobieraj
sobieraj3birds@hotmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Haley Solomon, and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Haley Solomon
hcsolomon@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Samuel Sonnenstrahl and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Samuel Sonnenstrahl
Samuel.Sonnenstrahl@gallaudet.edu

mailto:Samuel.Sonnenstrahl@gallaudet.edu


February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Kenneth Sorkin and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Kenneth Sorkin
krs768@aol.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Anissa Sorokin and I am Hearing. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I am the mother of a deaf child with cochlear implants. He struggles to understand dialogue on
the television, and I know that as he learns to read, captions will be an invaluable tool for him. I
want him to be able to experience movies like everyone else—without having to effectively
disclose his disability in public and without having to rely on often-faulty equipment.

It’s also worth noting that though I am hearing, I would LOVE more open caption movie options.
I struggle with tv and movie dialogue sometimes due to the sound mixing and I often use
captions on the tv at home to help me comprehend what I’m watching.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Anissa Sorokin
anissa.sorokin@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Shanna Sorrells and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Shanna Sorrells
sorrells1218@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Mike Southard, and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Cecil County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Mike Southard
mikesouthard564@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Pauline Spanbauer and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George's County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Pauline Spanbauer
pes00@hotmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Damon Sparrow and I am Deaf. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Damon Sparrow
Tacamun@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Brenna Spence and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Brenna Spence
Brennaspence92@me.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Regina Spence and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Baltimore County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Regina Spence
Msdivah70@gmail.com
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February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is John Stafford and I am Deaf. I live in Caroline County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

John Stafford
handyjohn1952@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Linda Stamper and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Linda Stamper
lcstamper@aol.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Mike Stancil, and I am Deaf. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Mike Stancil
mpkafkan@aol.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Helen Starkweather and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
can access the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who go to
the movie.

I get frustrated with the inconsistency in providing open captions, especially when it seems
feasible for certain groups. For example, the observation that “foreign” films often have open
captions (subtitles) for English speakers, while accessibility for Deaf and hard-of-hearing
individuals is not consistently prioritized, highlights an important disparity.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Helen Starkweather
Helenstarkweather@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Catherine Starzman and I am Hard of Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Catherine Starzman
Catherinestarzman@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Madeline Statton and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Worcester County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Madeline Statton
mcstatton@gmail.com



February 8, 2024

Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Amy Stavely, and I am a person with a neurodivergent, auditory processing disorder,
or similar medical condition. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

As a neurodivergent person, I often mishear or totally miss words when people are talking
because my brain has trouble processing what it's hearing. Captioning helps me process what I'm
hearing by letting me see the words I might've missed. I was an adult before I realized how
beneficial captions were to overcoming one of the annoyances of my neurodivergence. I'm sure
that having open captioning for all would help people who don't even realize that it would be
useful!

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Amy Stavely
amy@stavely.org



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Felece Steele and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Felece Steele
felecegelb@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Grace Steingieser and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Grace Steingieser
Grace.steingieser@msd.edu

mailto:Grace.steingieser@msd.edu


February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Julie Sternberg and I am Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Julie Sternberg
juliesternberg@hotmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Rachel Stesch and I am Hearing. I live in Carroll County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Rachel Stesch
rstesch@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Bronte Stewart and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Prince George's County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Bronte Stewart
ladybvs@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Claire Stiles and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Claire Stiles
stilesca@eckerd.edu



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Steven Stitely and I am Hearing. I live in Washington County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Steven Stitely
stevenstitely@saunderstax.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Linda Stoltz, and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Linda Stoltz
Linda.Stoltz@deafmdcc.org



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Elizabeth Stone and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Movie watching and going to theaters is a big family pastime often without me due to limited
Open Captioned movies choices. Even with films that have closed captioning, I’ve experienced
stress sitting through movies with devices that aren’t working or captions never appeared. Or
with half of them missing. It’d be a source of frustration, exclusion, and stress that my hearing
family don’t experience. Open Captioned movies level the playing field for everyone. It creates
an inclusive environment for everyone. Please make this a common occurrence, not an
exception.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Stone
lizstone@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Celeste Stull and I am Deaf. I live in Washington County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Celeste Stull
celswiney8@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Brian Suchite and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Brian Suchite
Tremendousbas@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Trudy Suggs, and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I have been blessed to be able to attend movies at any time with my four deaf children at the
local theaters with the captioning glasses or devices offered. However, it has been frustrating
having to use these pieces of equipment. For example, at one time, the theater did not have
enough glasses for my family of six — as a result, we had to forego the movie. Also, after the
movie, it's become a running joke among our family members: we all always have red lines on
the bridges of our noses and sides of our faces from the glasses. That's how uncomfortable they
are...especially if you have to wear glasses already.

While these may seem like minor inconveniences, they do add up. We want to just be able to
walk into the movie theater, sit down, and watch the film like any other theatergoer, deaf or
hearing. We don't want to have to do additional work. We don't want to have to sign a piece of
paper with our personal addresses and names so that others who sign the paper can also see
where we live or who we are. We want to simply have an equitable movie theater experience —
and for that to happen, open captioning needs to be the norm. In fact, many times when I go to
open captioned films, there are more hearing people than deaf — which means they enjoy it, too.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Trudy Suggs
trudysuggs@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Skylar Sultan and I am Deaf, a person with a neurodivergent, auditory processing
disorder. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Skylar Sultan
roostersultan@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Stephanie Summers and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Stephanie Summers
Srsummers4@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Roxanna Sun and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
can access the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who go to
the movie.

I am a part of the hearing population, but I believe open captioning can be beneficial to
everyone. The volume of a movie can fluctuate a lot depending on the dialogue or music.
Sometimes, it makes the words very difficult to understand after a blast of high-volume of music.
Open captioning would resolve that problem, especially for an older population.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Roxanna Sun
rxt403@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Laura Sweeney and I am Deaf. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Laura Sweeney
laurawsweeney@aol.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Avrom Swird and I am Deaf. I live in Baltimore County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Avrom Swird
Avremi2017@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Sandra Swird and I am Deaf. I live in Baltimore County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Sandra Swird
Swerdlov74@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Amie Tahlor and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Amie Tahlor
AJT0808@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Rakesh Taneja, and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County..

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Rakesh Taneja
tanejarakgmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Rana Taneja, and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County..

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Rana Taneja
tanejar48gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Sherrie Tarry and I am Deaf. I live in Calvert County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
can access the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Sherrie Tarry
starryann74@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Beth Taylor and I am Hearing. I live in Washington County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Beth Taylor
journeyerone@aol.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Brenda Taylor and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Washington County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Brenda Taylor
Brendataylor6210@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Cory Taylor and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Baltimore County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Cory Taylor
Crayt105@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Karen Taylor, and I am Hearing. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Karen Taylor
kaparisor@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Rachel Taylor, and I am Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Rachel Taylor
rairai4424@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Brittany Tedder, and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Wicomico County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Brittany Tedder
brittybix@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Lisa Templet-Renfrew and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Lisa Templet-Renfrew
LisaTemplet@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Paul Thacker and I am Hearing. I live in Carroll County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

My spouse and I find movie theater sound systems too loud for action/dramatic scenes. Both of
us are prone to migraines so we wear earplugs. This can make it difficult to hear the dialog
during non-action scenes. We have stopped going to the theaters for certain movies, knowing the
scenes would be very loud. Having dedicated Open Captioning screenings would help us.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Paul Thacker
mayflower301@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Peter Thang and I am Deaf. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Peter Thang
peter.thang93@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Brandon Theroit, and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Wicomico County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Brandon Theroit
buckingham@dila.org



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jamelle Thomas, and I am Hearing, a person with a neurodivergent, auditory
processing disorder. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Accessibility should be a no-brainer. Even for those of us who are hearing, things can get lost in
translation. Captions are for everyone.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jamelle Thomas
jamsterfilms@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Tiffany Thomas, and I am Deaf. I live in Baltimore County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Tiffany Thomas
thomastiffany3011@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Cathy Thompson, and I am Deaf. I live in Charles County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Cathy Thompson
gibberd56@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Alexander Thornton and I am Hearing. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Alexander Thornton
Nakurudia@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Julie Tibbitt, and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

This is 2024, and we are well beyond the capacity to make the experience optimal for all. If you
want more of us going out and supporting our local economy such as local theaters, this is a sure
fire way.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Julie Tibbitt
jst.feldman@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Deanna Tilden, and I am Deaf. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I gave up going to the movie theaters for 20+ years after the problem with the CaptiView
(cupholder), Rear Mirror (cupholder), and Sony glasses. All I got was free vouchers which
wouldn’t improve the devices or bring attention to the upper management. When I learned that
open-captioning movie theaters were available in a few locations, I came back. The best part is a
pain-free zone.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Deanna Tilden
dtilden86@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Linda C. Tom, and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Linda C. Tom
lctom71@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Isabeau Touchard, and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

My parents are deaf and I would love to go to the movies with them without having to deal with
requesting an annoying piece of equipment that doesn’t always work.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Isabeau Touchard
iptouchard@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Michael Touchard, and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I love going to the movies, but I hate not being able to join. Enjoy the movie when the close
captioning devices aren’t working properly or I have to stop getting up and find someone who’s
willing to work with me to fix the problem and then I miss the entire movie. It was just
unenjoyable.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Michael Touchard
michael_touchard@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Steve Towne, and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I find that even with my hearing aids, I am able to enjoy watching movies much better when
there are captions on the screen. That is my default on my home equipment, and I hope that this
bill can be passed to enable the same at movie theaters in our area.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Steve Towne
stevetowne@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Kellie Tracey and I am Deaf. I live in Baltimore County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Kellie Tracey
kellie.tracy5@gmail.com
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February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Gregg Trainor and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Gregg Trainor
Greggtt78@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Rami Traurig and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Rami Traurig
rami.traurig@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Dawn Truitt and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Kent County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Dawn Truitt
dawntruitt64@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Tamera Tully, and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Tamera Tully
miltam5908@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Peggy Tyler and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I would love to have access to open captions because not only does it ensure that I can enjoy the
movie fully but also it contributes to a more inclusive and social environment for the entire
audience.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Peggy Tyler
ptylerasl@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Stephen Tyler, and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Stephen Tyler
stevet4@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Gospel Udeoha, and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Gospel Udeoha
Uchechukwudeaf@gmailcom



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Sunit Upadhyaya, and I am Deaf, a person learning English as a second language. I
live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Sunit Upadhyaya
sunitu1988@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Lisa Uscanga, and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Lisa Uscanga
lisau66@hotmail.coml



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Catharine Valcourt-Pearce, and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Catharine Valcourt-Pearce
katya31196@aol.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Hatim Vali, and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Hatim Vali
deflgm@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Kim Vallejo and I am Hearing. I live in Somerset County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Kim Vallejo
kimvallejo@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jessica Vanderbeck and I am Hard of Hearing with a neurodivergent, auditory
processing disorder, or similar medical condition. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jessica Vanderbeck
jecca.vanderbeck@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jordan VanDyke and I am a person with a neurodivergent, auditory processing
disorder. I live in Queen Anne’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jordan VanDyke
jhvandyke@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Katy VanDyke and I am a person with a neurodivergent, auditory processing
disorder. I live in Queen Anne’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Katy VanDyke
mklinsao@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Apurva Varia, and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I don’t like to use assistive technologies such as rear mirrors with captions or goggles because I
have to watch back and forth. Also, it doesn’t give me a full experience as compared to hearing
people. Having captions on the movies would greatly help to see the whole movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Apurva Varia
apuvaria@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Kal Varia, and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Kal Varia
dharshiv15@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Madan Vasishta, and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Madan Vasishta
madan.vasishta@gallaudet.edu



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Angela Vasquez, and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Angela Vasquez
amvasquez07@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Mirian Vessels, and I am Hearing. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Mirian Vessels
marian@vessels.us



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Ashley Vickers, and I am Deaf.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I often visit my friends in Maryland, and I have noticed limited options for outings, especially
when watching movies in theaters. It would be great if movie theaters could offer a robust
selection of open-captioned films throughout the day and on weekends, too. This would ensure
that our experiences are equally enjoyable as those of our hearing peers.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Ashley Vickers
amirandas23@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Carol Viereckl and I am Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Carol Viereckl
cviereckl@sbcglobal.net



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Chalrs Villafana and I am Hearing. I live in Calvert County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Chalrs Villafana
cvvillafana@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Gerald Voltmann, and I am Deaf. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Gerald Voltmann
gdvoltmann@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Sandie von Garrel and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

It’s been a long time since we have asked for open-captioned movies. The State of Maryland has
the largest Deaf and Hard of Hearing community and there is no lame excuse for not being
accessible to the needs of the Deaf as well as for everyone else. It is time to be more accessible!

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Sandie von Garrel
sandie2girls@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Michael Walder and I am Hard of Hearing, a person learning English as a second
language. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Michael Walder
michael-walder@pgcps.org



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Julia Wallace and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Julia Wallace
Julia.Wallace1970@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Melissa Wallace and I am Deaf. I live in St. Mary's County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Melissa Wallace
melissawallace87 @gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Nancy Walsh and I am Deaf.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Nancy Walsh
fieryirishsparkle@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Claudine Wanzer-Fehr and I am Deaf. I live in Washington County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Claudine Wanzer-Fehr
hiclaudine2@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Nancylynn Ward and I am Deaf. I live in Baltimore County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
can access the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Nancylynn Ward
NancylynnWard@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Tiana Wardell and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Tiana Wardell
tianaw904@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Niki Warman, and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Niki Warman
niki.warman@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Mary Washington and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I recently saw the movie "The Color Purple" with my daughter who is Deaf. It was open
captioned, and it was nice to see her enjoy it fully without dealing with external devices. It was a
very inclusive experience and that experience should be afforded to everyone.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Mary Washington
mary.o.wash@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Mary Weiner, and I am Deaf. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I am tired of those uncomfortable closed captioned devices. Often times, they don't even work. It
would be nice to have equal access to all movies with open captions.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Mary Weiner
lanierweiner@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Stephen Weiner and I am Deaf. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I am tired of awkward devices which impair my line of sight as I wear strong corrective lenses

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Stephen Weiner
sfweiner@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Janet Weinstock and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

As a Deaf person who enjoys reading books and watching movies, I would love to see this bill
get passed so that I could have the same access to information as individuals who are non-Deaf.
With Open Captioning movies accessible to people like me, we'd have more choices to choose
from. That's called 100% accessibility.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Janet Weinstock
janetweinstock13@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Colin Welch and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Colin Welch
crwelch26@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Lori Welch and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Lori Welch
italylorilynn@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Kathy Wesloh and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Kathy Wesloh
kathykwesloh@aol.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Michele Westfall, and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I’m the former chair of the Maryland Advisory Council on Deaf and Hard of Hearing, and I’m
also a parent of two Deaf children. We all prefer open captions because the captioning glasses are
too heavy on their little noses, and it’s a pain in the end to constantly fiddle with the captioning
window. I also don’t appreciate having to hand over my drivers license to get the captioning
equipment, as it makes me vulnerable to identity theft.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Michele Westfall
fuzzyw5@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Brenda Wharton, and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Baltimore County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Brenda Wharton
bbwharton1052@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Carol Wheatley and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Carroll County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Carol Wheatley
goplum72@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Barry White, and I am Deaf. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Barry White
lonecrab@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Madeline White, and I am Hearing. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Madeline White
auntmaddy2004@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Mary Anne White and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Mary Anne White
mmaryanneswhite54@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Christina Whitehouse Suggs and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Open captions on movies benefit everyone, not just the Deaf and Hard of Hearing communities.
Captions help with clarity of dialogue, provide background voice/music information, and
generally enhance the movie-viewing experience. Rather than the clunky add-on options that are
currently in use (and rarely work), please consider the universal design of open captions for all.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Christina Whitehouse Suggs
cwsuggs@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Hailee Whittington and I am Hearing. I live in Allegany County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I am relatively new to the deaf community. When I entered into my current relationship, my
boyfriend, a CODA, wanted to take his mom to a movie together. Unfortunately, we had to
coordinate when we were able to drive almost 2 hours to the nearest movie theater with captions.
I was confused by how the process would work for captions in a movie theater. However, I was
more than excited to learn. Seeing the excitement on his mom‘s face when we told her we were
taking her to a movie that she had been dying to see is a memory I will never forget. She was
able to enjoy the movie with captions and bragged to all of her deaf friends and family about
going to that theater!

We also have a nephew who is deaf and on the autism spectrum, therefore, it is hard to take him
further from home to a theater that is more accessible.

With your help, we would be able to make many more memories like these in our own
hometown with the addition of captions to more movie theaters that are local to us.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Hailee Whittington
hailee482000@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Thushara Wijetilaka and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Thushara Wijetilaka
ttwijetilaka@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Lacey Wilhelm and I am Deaf. I live in Queen Anne’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Lacey Wilhelm
lwilhelm12@aol.com
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February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Felicia Williams and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Felicia Williams
febewilliams@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jock Williams and I am Deaf. I live in Baltimore County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jock Williams
bodhisjbw@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jody Williams and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jody Williams
JodyDB@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Kalia Williams and I am Hearing. I live in Baltimore County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Kalia Williams
liawilliams410@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Amanda Willie and I am Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Amanda Willie
Amandajowillie@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Barbara Willigan and I am Deaf.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Barbara Willigan
bawilligan @gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Dave Windley and I am Hearing. I live in Baltimore County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Open Captions benefit many people. I'm hearing and English is my primary language. I always
have captions on my screen. Open captions at the movies are helpful. That way I'm sure I don't
miss any soft spoken words, or those with accents.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Dave Windley
terpdavew@comcast.net



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Shane Windsor and I am Hearing. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Regardless of whether you're hard of hearing, modern movies are increasingly utilizing sound
design that makes open-captioning a necessity. Take Tenet, for example: It's an excellent film,
but unwatchable without subtitles. Many younger moviegoers are used to the option of
captioning, and it's great to have whenever a film is too quiet, if only for a moment. I think this
bill will not only help the Deaf but also help incentivize theaters to better adapt to changing
times and shifting demographics.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Shane Windsor
shane84windsor@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Shannon Winston and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Baltimore County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Shannon Winston
Slynnewinston@hotmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Elsie Winters and I am Deaf. I live in Kent County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Elsie Winters
kentco4@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Ron Wolff and I am Deaf. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Ron Wolff
rbwolff7@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Paul Wood and I am Deaf.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Paul Wood
pagepaul68@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Ashley Woozley and I am Hearing. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I am not hard of hearing but I do prefer captions when I watch films. Younger generations have
begun preferring captioning even without impairment. Yet another reason to make open
captioning available.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Ashley Woozley
ashleywoozley@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Christina Worrell and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Christina Worrell
christinarosew@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Daniel Woubeshet and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Daniel Woubeshet
daniel-woubeshet@pgcps.org



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Gloria Wright and I am Deaf.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie. .

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Gloria Wright
gpaulawright@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Maya Yamada and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Everytime I go to the movies, I sit there wondering when it's time to go home because I can't
understand anything that is being said. My husband who can hear can enjoy himself. He always
wonders why I fall asleep. The last time I wore the caption device, I had to sit lopsided just so I
could see the captions and the screen. I gave up and walked out of the theater.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Maya Yamada
mygreentea68@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Maryam Younessi and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George's County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Maryam Younessi
Maryamyounessi@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Marcia Zisman and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Marcia Zisman
mzisman270@aol.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Gabrielle Zubris, and I am a person with a neurodivergent, auditory processing
disorder, or similar medical condition. I live in Baltimore County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Being able to see the words on the screen helps me to process what is being said alongside the
loud background sounds and music that accompanies certain scenes in films. Having ADHD
makes it difficult for me to focus on so many noises that seeing dialogue makes my theater
experience far more fulfilling. I would be more likely to go to theaters instead of staying home to
watch the films.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Gabrielle Zubris
Gabrielle.Zubris@gmail.com
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Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee 

SB 92: Places of Public Accommodation - Motion Picture Houses – Captioning 
February 8, 2024 
Position: Support  

 
The Maryland Developmental Disabilities Council (Council) is an independent public policy organization 
that creates change to make it possible for people with developmental disabilities to live the lives they 
want with the support they need. Our vision is that people with and without disabilities in Maryland 
live, learn, work, and play together. SB 92 is needed to make that happen. It benefits everyone and 
takes another important step to ensure more Marylanders can access and enjoy movies. 
 

 Maryland already requires captions for television. SB 92 expands those requirements to movie 
theaters 
 

WHAT does this legislation do?  

 It requires movie theaters (a place of public accommodation) to provide closed caption 
technology for each screening of a movie for the public. Closed captions provide individual 
viewers a transcript of the audio portion of a movie if they choose to access it on a device 
provided by the theater. 

 It also requires companies that own at least two movie theaters in Maryland to provide open 
captions for each movie it screens that include closed captions. Open captions provide all 
viewers access to captions. 
 

WHY is this legislation important?  

 Video captions benefit everyone. Multiple studies have found that captioned videos increase 
comprehension, attention, and memory for everyone: children, youth, and adults. Research 
also finds benefits for people with disabilities, people for whom English is not their first 
language, and children and adults learning to read.  

 A state-wide mandate supports making recreation accessible to everyone, regardless of 
where they live. The Americans with Disabilities Act and subsequent DOJ rulings have required 
access to captions in most workplaces and education settings without using an auxiliary device 
(i.e., a handheld transmitter for captions). This bill expands access to make recreation inclusive 
for all Marylanders regardless of where they live in the state and which movie theaters are in 
their communities.  

 The current practice of relying on auxiliary devices for closed captions or to arrange for open 
captions ahead of time in movie theaters creates undue hardship on audience members. A 
reasonable accommodation is defined as making a place of public accommodation suitable for 
access, use, and patronage by an individual with a disability without danger to the individual’s 



health or safety and undue hardship or expense to the person making the accommodation. 
Testimony on this bill for the last several years offers repeated examples of the burden on 
people seeking captions at movie theaters under current practices. This bill will increase 
accessibility and reduce the burden on patrons.  
 

It is critical that people with disabilities have full access to every mode of communication and 
recreational option available, including movies. For these reasons, the Council supports SB 92. 
 
Contact: Stephanie Dolamore, Deputy Director, SDolamore@md-council.org 
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February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is George Bourozikas, and I am Hearing. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

George Bourozikas
george@bourozikas.net



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Ken Bower, and I am Deaf. I live in Talbot County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Ken Bower
kayaker1879@gmai.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Shirley Bower, and I am Deaf. I live in Talbot County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Shirley Bower
shirleybower27@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Shamia Bowers, and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in St. Mary’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

As a person that struggles to hear clearly I always turn captions on when it's an option. One of
the main reasons I've drastically changed my movie going habits is due to the lack of captions on
screen. The lack of captions makes it impossible to enjoy the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Shamia Bowers
miaworm2@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Paige Bradford, and I am a person with a neurodivergent, auditory processing
disorder, or similar medical condition. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I love going to the movies, but the CaptiView machines often break or don’t work. When this
happens, I have to spend the majority of my time going out to the service desk to try and get it
repaired. The current open captioned offerings at my local theaters are limited to specific movies
and are during the workday, which means I have to wait for movies to be released so I can stream
them. Having more open captioned options for all of the movies would allow me the same
opportunities as people without APD.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Paige Bradford
pkbradford11@comcast.net



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Lori Brady and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Allegany County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Lori Brady
lrbnscb@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Christina Bragg and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Wicomico County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

We believe that the time has come, due to ensuring that movie theaters provide more open
captioned movie options, since there are currently very limited options when theaters decide for
themselves on a voluntary basis.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Christina Bragg
loubragg23@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Avril Brandon, and I am Hearing. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Open Captioning allows me to understand everything that’s going on or what I may have missed
that may have been said in the distance of a movie/show. This would benefit everyone as a
whole.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Avril Brandon
avril.brandon11@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Michael Darrin Brecheen and I am Deaf. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
can access the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Michael Darrin Brecheen
darrinbrecheen@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Zakarias Brookes, and I am Hearing. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I have many friends that are hard of hearing or deaf. I think everyone should be able to enjoy
going to the movies. Many times, one of my friends in particular seems bored when he goes
places that don’t have hearing impaired accommodations for him. Going to the movies with a
friend is a social experience even though you don’t speak to one another during the film.
Everyone should be able to enjoy the film in a theater right when it comes out with a friend.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Zakarias Brookes
zakbrookes@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jeremy Brown and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Charles County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jeremy Brown
jlbrown816@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is LaVonia Brown and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Harford County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I cherish the idea of enjoying a movie outing with my family, yet it becomes a considerable
challenge. Juggling the CC stick, along with snacks and drinks for myself and my children,
proves cumbersome. Once seated, the frustration mounts as the CC stick often malfunctions,
prompting multiple trips and causing me to miss approximately 15 minutes of the film. This
unnecessary hassle underscores the importance of open captioning in movies, enabling my
family and me to relish the experience without unnecessary hindrances. We, too, are entitled to
savor movies just like our hearing counterparts.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

LaVonia Brown
sunshinetweety72@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Lucinda Brown, and I am a person with a neurodivergent, auditory processing
disorder, or similar medical condition. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Lucinda Brown
lucindabrown.hasff@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Steph Brown, and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Steph Brown
StephBrown2010@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Vanishe Buchanan and I am Deaf. I live in Baltimore County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Vanishe Buchanan
vanishe.buchanan@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Theresa Buckle, and I am Deaf. I live in Caroline County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Theresa Buckle
tbdool5@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jon Budar-Danoff and I am Hearing. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

We started using the closed-captioning option on our TV more than 20 years ago when our
neighbor who is Deaf would come to the house. It became a habit, and we prefer to watch TV --
and movies, whether on disc or streaming -- with the captions on, as it helps us understand what's
going on if the speaker is mumbling or the words are otherwise unclear. As a bonus, sometimes
the captions tell you the artist and name of the song playing as background music. I strongly
support Open Captioning in movie theaters as a way to provide Deaf or hard-of-hearing people
the opportunity to watch a movie on a big screen. Having captions would be beneficial not only
to the Deaf and hard-of-hearing community but also to those learning English. My family and I
have benefited from having captioning available at home, and would very much like to see the
larger community have the option to watch movies on the big screen with Open Captioning.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jon Budar-Danoff
jon.budardanoff@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Lee Budar-Danoff and I am Hearing. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

We support open captioning to make movies more equally accessible for the
deaf/hard-of-hearing community as well as others with hearing loss, and neurodivergent &
auditory processing disorders. We have used captions at home for many years. It enabled our
kids to follow along with shows and movies we watched when they were young and accelerated
their reading skills as a result. We also benefit from the clarification of dialogue provided with
captions. Having open captions at movies would facilitate the understanding and enjoyment of
those for the hearing public as well.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Lee Budar-Danoff
punahougirl84@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Margaret Budar-Danoff and I am Hearing, also a person with a neurodivergent,
auditory processing disorder. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I have ADHD and prefer using captions for movies, shows, and online videos (like on YouTube)
to help me better understand what I'm hearing (even as a hearing person myself). Open
captioning is useful for everyone, and it's important that not only are there captions at all but that
the captions are accurate! Some movies already have captions in them if there's another
language used, so it isn't much of a stretch to have captions for the rest of the movie too.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Margaret Budar-Danoff
noe.budardanoff@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Thomas Bull, and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Baltimore County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Thomas Bull
mrcoda@msn.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Brianne Burger, and I am Deaf.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Brianne Burger
burgertravels@gmail.com



 February 8, 2024 
 Judicial Proceedings Committee 
 2 East 
 Miller Senate Office Building 
 State Capitol 
 Annapolis, MD 21401 

 Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee: 

 My name is Cheryl Burgess-Burghardt, and I am Hearing. 

 I am writing to ask you to support  SB 92 - Open Captioning  Movie Bill,  sponsored by Senator 
 Benjamin Brooks. This bill will  require all motion  picture houses to offer closed captioning for 
 each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open 
 captioning for at least two screenings each week. 

 Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 
 (children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 
 that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 
 Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 
 children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

 Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 
 have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 
 the movie. 

 My sister-in-law and her husband live in Maryland. They are both deaf. When visiting them, we 
 love to go to the movies, but without open captioning, they most often opt out. I am always 
 saddened that this easy accommodation removes the opportunity to enjoy this experience 
 together. As a teacher, I am keenly aware of creating inclusive opportunities for all, and strongly 
 support Maryland’s Open Captioning Movies Bill for Movie Theaters as a move to make movie 
 viewing an equal opportunity for Maryland’s Deaf community. 

 Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 
 SB 92. 

 Sincerely, 

 Cheryl Burgess-Burghardt 
 chburgessburghardt@rochesterschools.org 



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is David Burghardt, and I am Hard of Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I have a sibling who is a Maryland resident, who is deaf. We've gone to movies together our
entire lives, and I have seen her experience frustrations and difficulties with non-captioned
movies and devices that are supposed to provide captioning for an individual movie-goer. Also,
as a senior citizen with minor hearing loss, I often appreciate captioning for my own needs.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

David Burghardt
daveburghardt1@mac.com



February 8, 2024

Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Heidi Burghardt, and I am Deaf. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

We must have equal access to entertainment for everyone, including those with a neurodivergent
or other similar medical conditions. Access to open captions in movies should ideally be made
more convenient for all citizens. Some theaters have started offering open captions for selected
showings, but it’s not always convenient, especially when we have to travel to specific locations
that are not near our home and it is not always evenly distributed across different theaters.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Heidi Burghardt
HABurghardt@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Keith Burisek, and I am Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Keith Burisek
keithburisek@ymail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Mark Burke, and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Mark Burke
mark@streetcar82.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Teresa Burke and I am Deaf.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I am a DC resident who has been attending movies in Silver Spring Maryland for years.. In
addition, the experiences I have had with various accommodation devices (glasses, reflecting
screen inserted in the drink holder, and others) have been cumbersome and sometimes painful,
triggering migraines and neck spasms. Please consider passing the Open Captioning Movies Bill
-- you will not only improve the quality of life for those of us viewing films in Maryland, you
will also be a trailblazing state in supporting true inclusion!

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Teresa Burke
teresablankmeyerburke@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Savannah Burris and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Savannah Burris
sav.burris@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Rebecca Burrows, and I am a person with a neurodivergent, auditory processing
disorder, or similar medical condition. I live in Talbot County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

As a person who appreciates closed captions for auditory clarity, I think this is an incredibly
helpful and powerful bill that enshrines accessibility into Maryland law and sends a message that
the State cares about those who are differently abled. I know many of my friends will also be
grateful to hear of this effort, including two who are Hard of Hearing, and would be excited to
see more captioned films in theaters. It would certainly benefit the businesses to have more
customers!

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Rebecca Burrows
raburrows2022@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Sarah Burton Doleac and I am Deaf. I live in Calvert County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Sarah Burton Doleac
Sarah.doleac@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Chloe Burton, and I am Hearing. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

In the past few years, I started to use captions in all movies and television I consume. The
captions are great because I can now catch all of the dialogue. Accents, voices, and other factors
make it hard to know everything that is being said. Open Captions do not take away from the
visuals and it helps audience members keep up with all the dialogue. Open Captions in movie
theaters would make those spaces that much more accessible for all people.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Chloe Burton
chloeherthaburton@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Stacy Burvant and I am Deaf, and a person with a neurodivergent, auditory
processing disorder. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Stacy Burvant
sburvant@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Nakita Bush and I am Hearing. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

I sometimes use captioning as a method when a movie is either in another language or I have a
hard time understanding what’s being said by actors or in action movies. I like to have captioning
as an added plus and I firmly believe everyone benefits from captioning in some way. I strongly
support open captions at movie theaters.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Nakita Bush
Nakitabush@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jeffrey Buxbaum and I am Deaf, Hard of Hearing, DeafBlind. I live in Montgomery
County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jeffrey Buxbaum
wsjd01@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jennifer Bysko and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jennifer Bysko
Jbysko@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jill Caha, and I am DeafBlind. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jill Caha
jilanca65@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Leslie Caldwell, and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

There have been many times I have gone to the movies with hearing friends and family and
would have to depend on them for things I have missed during the movie, whether it was a funny
joke or a person whispering something that was unclear for me to understand. With the passing
of the Open Captioning Bill, I would no longer have to rely on my hearing counterparts while
watching the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Leslie Caldwell
lrcaldwell29@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Rhonda Caldwell, and I am Deaf. I live in Wicomico County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Rhonda Caldwell
chloeherthaburton@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Brandie Callender, and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Baltimore County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I need captions when at the movie theaters to understand and follow the dialogue due to the
sound effects drowning out the spoken words. The theater nearest me doesn’t offer on screen
captioning as an option and my only choice is the stick caption device. 9 times out of 10 there is
an issue with this device- it lags behind, doesn’t show the correct parts of what is being said on
screen, stops working altogether, not to mention you have to hold it at a certain angle for it to be
seen while looking at the screen. With any movement you spend more time making it work
you’re missing the movie. With all that, I avoid going to the movie theaters and watch movies at
home with the included close captioning. With open captioning available, it would make it easier
to enjoy the movies in the theater like everyone else.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Brandie Callender
brpomplon@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Robert Callis and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Wicomico County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

My Wife and daughter both teach in Somerset County and my wife uses hearing aids and
daughter can not hear out of one ear and both use captioning. I am also disabled through the
Veteran’s Administration with my hearing and relies on captioning.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Robert Callis
rrcallis@hotmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Vic Cantorna, and I am Hearing. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Vic Cantorna
vic.cantorna@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Frank Caramanica and I am Deaf. I live in Talbot County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Frank Caramanica
arkotek71@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Angela Carder and I am a person with a neurodivergent, auditory processing
disorder. I live in Washington County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Angela Carder
angiecrdr81@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Yonnetta Carter and I am Deaf.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Yonnetta Carter
Yonnettacarter04@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Shaji Chacko, and I am Deaf. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Shaji Chacko
scdeaf@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Zakiya Chambers and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Zakiya Chambers
kiya3_99@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jasper Chandler and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I grew up with captions on as the default so having the ability to go see movies in theaters with
them on is amazing. I went to an open captioned showing of Across the Spiderverse last year and
the captions made sure I didn’t miss any of Hobie’s jokes, even with his thick accent. I’d go to
more movies in theaters if there were more options for open captioned showings.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jasper Chandler
jasperchandler01@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Tamika Chandler, and I am Hard of Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Inclusion is so important. Without an open caption I literally am not able to enjoy or follow
along with a movie. For over 20 years, I always had to wait for movies to either be released on
DVD or to watch it on a cable network. This meant I would miss out on enjoying the movie
when it first came out. I grew to dislike movie theaters because of the lack of open caption
options. It wasn’t until I moved to a town where they had open caption movies that I started to
actually enjoy going to the movie theaters. The open captions help so many people to enjoy
movies. The devices that display closed captions are prone to technical difficulties and they
would always make my movie experience worse than if I just went to see it without captions. But
open captions help me, and many others, to enjoy movies.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Tamiak Chandler
mika.chandler3@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Caryn Chavarria, and I am a person with a neurodivergent, auditory processing
disorder, or similar medical condition. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Caryn Chavarria
caryn.chavarria@mcpsmd.net



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jessica Chavis and I am Hearing. I live in Harford County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jessica Chavis
Jesschavis@gmail.com
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February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Shelby Abdilah, and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

As a hearing person, open captioning helps me not miss any of the dialogue in a movie. At home
I perpetually leave my closed captions on because of this. Open captioning is universal design,
and helps everyone.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Shelby Abdilah
shelby.abdilah@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Fatimah Abdul-Rahim, and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Deaf people deserve equal access to movies through open captioning, just like hearing people
have with audio. Imagine the frustration of not being able to fully experience a movie because of
lack of accessibility. Let's make sure open captions are available for all!

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Fatimah Abdul-Rahim
fatimah215@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Ido Achrak and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Ido Achrak
Aido842@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Alexandra Adams, and I am Hearing. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Open captioning is always a useful tool. It’s unobtrusive and often beneficial. Even as a hearing
person, I find them helpful for understanding dialogue or providing clarity.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Alexandra Adams
alexandragraceadams@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Tammy Adams, and I am Hearing. I live in Wicomico County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Tammy Adams
mrstadams@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Leah Adekunle-Raji and I am Hearing and a person with neurodivergent, auditory
processing disorders. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Leah Adekunle-Raji
leah.raji@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Michelle Ailstock, and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Michelle Ailstock
michellegailstock@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Peace Ajao, and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Peace Ajao
peaceajao15@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jennifer Ajifowoke, and I am Deaf. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jennifer Ajifowoke
chibuezejennifer@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Olalekan Ajifowoke, and I am Deaf. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Olalekan Ajifowoke
ajifowokesamson@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Taye Akinola and I am Deaf.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Taye Akinola
taye.akinola@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Nkiruka Akunwafor, and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

As a lifelong Maryland resident, it has been hard for me to watch movies. Now with a few movie
theaters offering open captions, I am thrilled but always limited and not the movies I desire to
watch. I would love to have more options to choose which theater and movies I want to watch
like other people do.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Nkiruka Akunwafor
msnkikia@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Courtney Alcott and I am Hard of Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
can access the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Courtney Alcott
courtneyalcott@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Andy Aldrin and I am Hearing. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Andy Aldrin
andyaldrin10@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Shawnna Alexander and I am a person learning English as a second language. I live
in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Shawnna Alexander
shawnna_alexander@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Patti Alford, and I am Deaf. I live in Carroll County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Patti Alford
pealford122@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Mansour Ali and I am Hearing, a person learning English as a second language. I
live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Open captions in movies are crucial for ensuring inclusivity and accessibility for all. By
incorporating open captions directly into the film, everyone can enjoy and understand the
dialogue, sound effects, and music, fostering a more inclusive cinematic experience. This not
only enhances accessibility but also promotes a more diverse and welcoming environment within
the entertainment industry.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Mansour Ali
mansour_ali@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Tricia Alleyne, and I am Deaf.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Tricia Alleyene
mstricalleyne19@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Frank Allnutt, and I am Deaf.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Although I am a resident of the eastern panhandle of West Virginia, I attend movies in Maryland
all the time in the Hagerstown area. Having more open captioned movies will allow me to
continue to spend money supporting local businesses and for me to enjoy an evening out with my
family watching movies.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Frank Allnutt
fsallnutt@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Alicia Altamirano Bautista and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Alicia Altamirano Bautista
troubleama@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Manuel Alvarez, and I am Hearing. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

In this advance era where the distribution communications it is not just audio, but in many ways
such as verbal and non-verbal, written, visual, we need to have a law to deliver to the deaf
community with the same rights of a hearing person to delightfully enjoy the any cinemas, we
need the same enjoyment to be extended to us the deaf community to mandate all cinema to
provide Open Caption systems and tools. It is frustrating to go to a cinema that does not offer
Open Caption Services.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Manuel Alvarez
manuelrealestate@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Amanda Amati and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Amanda Amati
Amatiamanda@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Donalda Ammons, and I am Deaf.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

This is essential to the literacy of ALL people!

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Donalda Ammons
donalda.ammons@gallaudet.edu



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Paula Jean Ammons, and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Paula Jean Ammons
pjammons@icloud.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Nancy Anderson, and I am Hard of Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I typically drive 2 hrs from Virginia to see an open captioned movie in Maryland. I need open
captioning movies to enjoy with my deaf husband.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Nancy Anderson
lakefredlady60@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Timothy Anderson, and I am Deaf.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I have recently enjoyed viewing films that are open captioned because finally I am able to follow
English and music words in Maryland after 50 years not comprehending dialogue on movies in
theaters.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Timothy Anderson
lakefredtim038@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Stella Antonio, and I am Deaf. I live in Baltimore County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Stella Antonio
scorpiostar1109@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Maribel Aponte-Ortiz, and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Maribel Aponte-Ortiz
nycbutterfly68@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Larisa Aranbayeva and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Larisa Aranbayeva
larisa.aran@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Sue-Ann Arboine, and I have a neurodivergent, auditory processing disorder. I live
in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

When I watch movies, I sometimes have a hard time understanding what someone who is off
camera might say, but open captioning helps to capture everything in real time.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Sue-Ann Arboine
s.arboine809@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Ana Argueta, and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Ana Argueta
anabelle1495@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Gregory Arment and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Baltimore County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Gregory Arment
Gearment19@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Tiffany Arnett, and I am Hearing. I live in Allegany County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Tiffany Arnett
tiffyarnett2010@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Shivani Arya and I am Hearing. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Open captions in movies play a pivotal role in making cinematic experiences accessible. Unlike
closed captions, which can be turned on or off, open captions are permanently displayed,
ensuring that individuals can effortlessly follow dialogue and audio elements. This not only
enhances their enjoyment of films but also reflects a commitment to inclusivity within the
entertainment industry, fostering a more diverse and welcoming cinematic landscape for all
audiences.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Shivani Arya
arya_shivani@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Melissa Aulthouse and I am Hearing. I live in Washington County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

My son, Jared, is Deaf, and has been excluded from fully participating in movie experiences his
entire life. This is a favorite family activity of ours, yet, Jared often frequently chooses staying
home rather than facing the anxiety of whether or not the glasses will function. He has been on a
date with his girlfriend who is also Deaf, and suffered through the embarrassment and
disappointment of leaving a movie theater because the glasses weren’t functioning. To add insult
to injury, was not refunded for the tickets or overpriced refreshments. In addition to the glasses
not working, they are bulky, awkward, and uncomfortable. No one wants to wear these
humiliating things. It’s an embarrassment no one should have to endure. In addition to Deaf
people, hard of hearing, neurodivergent, elderly, and English learners all benefit from open
captioning. Lots of people spanning a wide variety of the population need this change.
Furthermore, it is inexcusable for our theaters to refuse to implement this basic technology, and
willingly discriminate against a large segment of the population.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Melissa Aulthouse
melissaaulthouse@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Karen Averett, and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Karen Averett
klsheffer@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jillian Azrelyant and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jillian Azrelyant
Theazrelyants@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Larissa Baer, and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Larissa Baer
larissaecbaer@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Carol Baker, and I am Deaf. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Carol Baker
canport88@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Gregory Baker and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Gregory Baker
tinkinbalto@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Donna Ballmer and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Donna Ballmer
Dlballmer@gmail.com

mailto:Dlballmer@gmail.com


February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is James Ballmer and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

James Ballmer
Jkballmer@gmail.com

mailto:Jkballmer@gmail.com


February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Ally Balsley and I am Deaf, a person learning English as a second language. I live in
Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

My first open caption movie was at 12 years old watching Titanic. I went to every open
captioning movies that weekend. And no movie was open captioned after that for another few
years. That is the life I grew up into, not having accessible movies. I do not want my three deaf
children to also miss out on movie theater experiences just because there are limited showings.
We hope Maryland will show the country what accessibility should be like. Embrace equality !

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Ally Balsley
ladybalsley@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Nat Balsley, and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Nat Balsley
bladezone@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Joi Bannister, and I am Hearing. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

As a hearing person, open captioning is beneficial to myself. I think Open Captions should be
accessible for all Marylanders.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Joi Bannister
joi.bannister@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Alex Bardsley and I am Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Alex Bardsley
alex.bardsley@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Lillian Barieur, and I am Hearing, with a neurodivergent, auditory processing
disorder. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Lillian Barieur
varieur@cua.edu



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Sonia Barlongo, and I am Deaf. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

There is a large deaf community in Maryland and we demand equal access to the open
captioning in all movie theaters regardless where we live. We do see that hearing people enjoy
watching any movies with audio on, then why can’t we, deaf people enjoy the movies with open
captioning, also?

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Sonia Barlongo
Sonia.Barlongo@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Malaki Barnes, and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Malaki Barnes
malaki-barnes@pgcps.org



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Tamara Barnes, and I am Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Tamara Barnes
teebarnes83@gmail.com
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February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Sophia Barr, and I am Deaf.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Sophia Barr
barrs0776@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Anthony Barraza, and I am Hearing. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I have family members who are Deaf, and we are unable to go to a movie together as a family to
watch open captioned movies. This bill would bring our family together so that we all would
have access as we should in this day, and age.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Anthony Barraza
me@tonybarraza.net



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Brian Barron, and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Brian Barron
bjbarron13@aol.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Sarah Bathon and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Sarah Bathon
sarahbathon@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Gabrielle Beaumont and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

My daughter is Deaf and I would love the opportunity to go to movies in the theater with her. It
would be helpful if they weren’t only shown in the middle of the week during school hours or the
last show of the evening.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Gabrielle Beaumont
Ghgbeaumont@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Susan Beaver and I am Hearing. I live in Wicomico County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Susan Beaver
susanbeaver155@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Julia E. Becker, and I am Deaf. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

When I want to watch a great movie with open captioning, I have to travel to Washington, DC or
Fredrick, MD. Movie closer to my home is my wish.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Julia E. Becker
jebecker54@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Robert Becker, and I am Deaf. I live in Wicomico County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Robert Becker
buckingham@dila.org



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is JB Begue, and I am Deaf. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I prefer to have open captions on the movie screen so I can enjoy the “theater” vibe with other
people. If there is no open caption, then I have no choice but carry the special device and sit in
the cup holder which is often problematic.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

JB Begue
jsbeon7@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Maureen Behrens, and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Maureen Behrens
aslnature64@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Suzi Behun, and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Open captioning is the best access for everyone, especially young kids to read open captioning
and help young kids to improve their language/English. Open captioning is easy to read on the
movie than other devices

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Suzi Behun
suzi@behun.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Nan Belice and I am Hard of Hearing, a person with a neurodivergent, auditory
processing disorder, or similar medical condition. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Nan Belice
mysaviorjesus@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jeffrey Bell and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jeffrey Bell
jefmax57@aol.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jennifer Bellemore and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jennifer Bellemore
jennifer.bellemore@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Paula Belletiere, and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Paula Belletiere
pbelletiere@cruiseplanners.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Anthony Benavente Sanchez, and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Anthony Benavente Sanchez
a-benaventesanchez@pgcps.org



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Elizabeth Benevides, and I am a person with a neurodivergent, auditory processing
disorder. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Open-captioning not only supports people who are deaf or hard of hearing, but also people for
whom English is not a primary language, for those with processing disorders, and for those of us
who simply prefer to read the dialogue so as not to miss anything! The Howard County Autism
Society brought "sensory friendly movies" to AMC Theaters more than a decade ago--this made
the theaters accessible to many people for whom the movie theater was overstimulating.
Similarly, this legislation supports a basic need--reading words for those who need written words
rather than spoken words. Please vote in favor of this budget-neutral legislation. Movie
producers already add the open-captions. Movie theaters should be required to provide them to
customers in order to level the playing field and make the movies one more place that is
equitable and accessible.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Benevides
elizabethbenevides1@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Adrienne Benjamin and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Adrienne Benjamin
Adrienne.joy25@gmail.com

mailto:Adrienne.joy25@gmail.com


February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Karen Bennett, and I am Hearing. I live in Allegany County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Karen Bennett
bennett1973@atlanticbb.net



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Holly Bentz, and I am a person with a neurodivergent, auditory processing disorder,
or similar medical condition.. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Captions contribute to creating a more inclusive & accessible environment for a wide range of
people.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Holly Bentz
chinadoll009@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Tiasha Bera and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I am tired of the whole shenanigans of having odd times for open caption movies. I want to see
the movies with my husband during a date night. But of course it is not available so this needs to
CHANGE.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Tiasha Bera
deafrulers@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Daniel Berke and I am Deaf.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Daniel Berke
Dazb1988@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jamie Berke, and I am Deaf.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jamie Berke
rangerfan_us@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jason Bermudez, and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jason Bermudez
jason-bermudez@pgcps.org



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Angelika Berry and I am Deaf. I live in Washington County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Angelika Berry
A.l.berry05@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is John Berry, and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

John Berry
jpberryjr@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Shawn Berry, and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

More open caption movies are needed for me and my other hard of hearing friends living here in
Leisure World in Montgomery County, Maryland.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Shawn Berry
shawn.yfu.mom@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Wilma Berry, and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Wilma Berry
billieberry59@outlook.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Dori Betjemann and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

We enjoy going to movies with our Deaf family members and Deaf friends. It is so much more
enjoyable if the movie is open-captioned. The closed-captioned devices where the captions are
displayed on a device attached to the seat of each user are more difficult to calibrate and read.
These devices are often not working and theater employees do not know how to fix them so
almost always the first 30 minutes of a movie are spent, with someone running back and forth to
the device station to get the equipment functioning. Open captions avoid all of these issues and
are also welcomed by many hearing people, especially older or those who are learning English as
a second language.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Dori Betjemann
Dbetjemann@peak.org



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Brenda Bianchi, and I am Hearing.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Brenda Bianchi
chunkywheeler@aol.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is James Biesel, and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

James Biesel
jamesbiesel@gmail.com



February 8, 2024

Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Cheryl Birnbaum, and I am Deaf. I live in Allegany County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Cheryl Birnbaum
clhbrivolis@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Alice Bishop, and I am a person learning English as a second language. I live in
Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Alice Bishop
shuiqiuwen@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Daniel Bitzel, and I am Deaf. I live in Baltimore County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Daniel Bitzel
daniel.p.bitzel@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Emma Bixler, and I am a person with a neurodivergent, auditory processing
disorder, or similar medical condition. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I am a hearing Dyselxic Marylander who connected with the Deaf community in high school and
subsequently found the access that watching tv, movies or shows with captions provides. I now
personally watch all my media using captions whether it’s on social media, YouTube or a TV
app. The way my brain processes spoken language makes it difficult to fully hear or absorb what
is being said on the screen. Without captions I’m always turning to the person next me asking
what I missed which is not an enjoyable experience for anyone and therefore I don't go to the
movie theaters. Providing captions more consistently at movie theaters would allow me and my
communities to partake in art and entertainment at local businesses supporting the greater
Maryland economy and better connecting us with our neighbors and society by accessing a
shared experience.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Emma Bixler
ejbixler@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Daniella Blake-Aranbayeva and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

As a Child of Deaf Adults (CODA), witnessing the lack of access for my parents and the general
Deaf and Hard of Hearing community has been disheartening. Walking into a movie theater
knowing that it may take 30 minutes to request a captioning device, waiting for it to be found
buried in a box demonstrates the lack of preparedness. At times, I have found that even theater
employees are unaware of how the devices operate or do not realize that they need to be
charged/batteries replaced to work. This lack of accessibility has been an ongoing concern. It has
deterred my family, among others, from having family nights at the movie theater and
contributing to the economy in this way. When we do choose to attend a movie theater, it takes a
while to obtain a captioning device. I have found myself interpreting the movie instead of
watching it as a paying attendee because I do not want my parents to feel left out or their needs
less than. The MD Open Captioning Movies Bill will reverse these sentiments and alleviate the
burden placed on the Deaf community, CODAs, and theater employees.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Daniella Blake-Aranbayeva
daniella.blakearanbayeva@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Sean Blake and I am Deaf. I live in Baltimore County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory of the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language,
children and adults learning to read, and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods, the same as other people who
go to the movie.

It is frustrating to use outdated devices such as close-captioned eyeglasses and clamp-mount
close-captioned devices. These are uncomfortable to wear and distracting to the viewers when it
is being set up in the theater.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Sean Blake
mdsblake@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Karen Blanchard, and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

This will benefit to all people of all ages.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Karen Blanchard
seadog2847@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jeffrey Blanco, and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jeffrey Blanco
jblanco519@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Marie Blanco, and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Marie Blanco
marie.rose.harrison@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jillian Bleggi, and I am a person with a neurodivergent, auditory processing
disorder, or similar medical condition. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jillian Bleggi
jillian.bleggi@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Mel Blithe, and I am Deaf. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Mel Blithe
workingformyclients@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jason Bloom, and I am Deaf. I live in Queen Anne’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Jason Bloom
jbloom24@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Theresa Blume, and I am Hearing, a person with a neurodivergent, auditory
processing disorder, or similar medical condition. I live in Allegany County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Captions would be most appreciated for those who cannot hear or hear well to understand what
they are seeing on the screen they are watching. This would enable the watcher to fully
comprehend the scope of the movie or show.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Theresa Blume
blume_theresa@yahoo.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Steve Blumstein, and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Steve Blumstein
sdblumstein@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Lauren Blundin and I am Hearing. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Lauren Blundin
Laurenblundin@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Beverly Boateng, and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Beverly Boateng
akwaaba58@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Patrick Bolingbroke, and I am Deaf. I live in Wicomico County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Patrick Bolingbroke
buckingham@dila.org



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Nicole Booz and I am Deaf.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

My son was born with unilateral hearing loss that will affect him his entire life. Movie open
captions will make films so much more accessible to people with hearing loss. Storytellers and
movie theaters are missing out on huge audiences (and money) by not making this small
accommodation and change. As I have gotten older, I also prefer captions on as it is so easy to
miss parts of the story being told. Thank you for reading and I hope this bill passes.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Nicole Booz
enicolebooz@gmail.com



February 8, 2024
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Amy Bopp, and I am Deaf. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 92 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks. This bill will require all motion picture houses to offer closed captioning for
each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion picture houses provide open
captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 92.

Sincerely,

Amy Bopp
bopp56@gmail.com
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SENATE JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS 
Senator William C. Smith, Jr., Chair 

Senator Jeff Waldstreicher, Vice Chair  
February 8, 2024  

 
Good afternoon, Chair and distinguished members of the committee, my name is Usherla DeBerry. 

I am honored to be here on behalf of the Governor’s Office of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing 

(ODHH) as its acting director to provide testimony to support the caption bill. As one of the many 

Hard of Hearing Marylanders, I rely on captioning to watch the movies.  

 

This legislation requires movie theaters that provide closed captioning to also provide open 

captioned movies twice a week. Open captions are an inclusive experience for all to share together 

regardless of their hearing or other language access needs. Closed captions are not inclusive. When 

individual caption devices fail, the user is excluded from the experience thus leading to further 

isolation or disillusionment from their peers.  

 

Based on Johns Hopkins population projections in 2016 approximately 1.2 million people 12 years 

of age and older reside in Maryland. Due to centuries long stigmas around hearing loss, not as 

many people are willing to disclose their hearing loss to others. Most particularly the age related 
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loss. Some may choose to isolate themselves from others or to cruise through group conversations 

assenting to what others said without accessing all the information available to them. Bonding over 

shared experiences is important for one’s health.  

 

Captions are a universal design. And bonding with family and friends. Young children will be able 

to read the captioned text as part of their literacy.  For people whose English may be their second 

or third language will benefit from both reading and listening to the dialogues and sound effects. 

Those who have auditory processing disorders will be able to follow the movie. Some 

neurodivergent children and adults rely on captioning. 

 

Please support this bill for inclusivity of all. Thank you.  
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TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT WITH AMENDMENT OF SB92 
Places of Public Accommodation – Motion Picture Houses – Captioning  

 
Judicial Proceedings Committee 

February 8, 2024 
 

Chair Smith, Vice-Chair Waldstreicher and Members of the Committee, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify before you on SB92, Places of Public Accommodation- 
Motion Picture Houses – Captioning.  The purpose of this bill to make motion picture houses 
fair and equitable for our deaf, hard of hearing, and non-English or non-native English-
speaking residents.  SB92, as amended, would require motion picture houses with 8 or more 
screens, to offer open captioning for at least 2 showings for each motion picture it screens. This 
would apply to each of the 3 weeks after a motion picture premieres. After which, motion 
picture houses may provide open captioning with reasonable notice.  Pictures that are played 
less than 5 shows in a one-week period, defined as Friday thru Thursday would not be subject 
to this regulation.  As amended, National Association of Theatre Owners (NATO), remains 
neutral on the bill. 
 
Everyone is likely familiar with closed captioning, which is an option that you can find on your 
TV remote or video streaming services.  Closed captioning requires a separate device to process 
and display captions and gives the user the option to turn it off.  Open captioning is a separate 
copy of the film, provided to motion picture houses at no additional cost, with embedded 
captions.  These cannot be turned off. 
 
Currently, motion picture houses are required to provide individual closed captioning devices 
in compliance with a 2016 ruling of the Department of Justice.  Closed captioning devices 
commonly take the form of wearable glasses or handheld devices that can fit into cup holders. 
As you will hear from witnesses, these devices are uncomfortable, distracting, frequently out of 
synch, and often encounter technical issues.  The setup and troubleshooting of these devices 
can cause users to miss crucial scenes of the movie.  These challenges often lend themselves to 
a less than favorable movie experience. 
 
Many theater owners worry that offering more frequent captioning showings may 
inconvenience moviegoers with a preference against captions, but, given the plethora of 
screening options available to consumers, it is hard to imagine circumstances in which a 
hearing moviegoer would be forced into watching an open captioned film. The reverse of this 
situation is a much more common experience for our state’s 1.2 million deaf or hard of hearing 
residents.  



 
Further, research conducted by the charity, StateTEXT, performed in November of 2021 
suggests that “31% of people would go to more live events if they had captions on a screen in 
the venue. Among 18-25-year-olds, that figure was 45%, compared with 16% among those over 
56. The new data reveals, public opinion favors increased captioning, post pandemic. Nearly 
46% said that the number of captioned performances and events was not enough, with 77% 
saying they are in favor of venues offering more captioned performances.” According to the 
study, the public is also “more likely to frequent venues offering captioning service with almost 
43% describing this service as valuable and almost a third (28%) suggesting these venues 
deserve more funding from grant giving organizations and the government”.  
 
Further, a Preply study, in the U.S. found that:  
 

• 74% of viewers say subtitles help them comprehend the plot.  
 

• 68% say subtitles help hold their attention on the screen.  
 

• 55% say they often must rewind after missing dialogue when they are not using 
subtitles. 

 
Some of the largest theaters in Maryland, Cinemark, Regal, Horizons and AMC, already offer 
frequent open captioning showings at select locations. Based upon our research, ticket sale 
data demonstrates the popularity of these showings among the local community. In many 
cases, most, if not all, of the seats in the theater are sold out.  However, since it is not 
mandated, the parameters of these voluntary programs may change from time to time. SB92 
limits the movie theater’s ability to arbitrarily alter these programs by providing clear 
guidance. This mandate eliminates uncertainties for both theaters and moviegoers. Maryland 
has the opportunity to become a national leader in communications accessibility, with the 
passage of SB92.  
  

For these reasons, I am requesting a favorable report on SB92.  

 
With kindest regards, 

 
Benjamin Brooks  
  



Sponsor Amendment. With this amendment, NATO remains neutral on the bill.  
 
SB 92 TECHNICAL CHANGES  
  

(a) 

                      2)    “Closed captioning” means a transcript or dialog of the audio portion of 

    a television program OR MOTION PICTURE that is displayed on a television 

    receiver screen OR A MOTION PICTURE SCREEN when the user activates the 

feature.   
  

                 (3) “CLOSED MOVIE CAPTIONING” MEANS THE WRITTEN DISPLAY 

OF A MOVIE’S DIALOGUE    AND CERTAIN NON-SPEECH INFORMATION 

GENERALLY DELIVERED TO INDIVIDUAL PATRONS ON     A CAPTIONING 

DEVICE (TECHNOLOGY) IN A MOTION PICTURE HOUSE.   
  

            (54) “OPEN MOVIE CAPTIONING” MEANS A TRANSCRIPT OR DIALOG OF THE 

     AUDIO PORTION OF A MOTION PICTURE THAT IS DISPLAYED ON A MOTION 

PICTURE      

        SCREEN THAT CANNOT BE TURNED OFF BY A VIEWER.    

  

(C)        

                   (1)     A PLACE OF PUBLIC ACCOMMODATION THAT IS A MOTION 

        PICTURE HOUSE SHALL PROVIDE ACCESS TO FULLY OPERATIONAL AND   

        WELL–MAINTAINED CLOSED–MOVIE-CAPTIONING TECHNOLOGY FOR THE 

GENERAL PUBLIC AS OUTLINED IN THE FEDERAL RULES ON MOVIE CAPTIONING 
       FOR EACH SCREENING OF A MOTION PICTURE THAT IS PRODUCED AND 

        AVAILABLE OFFERED WITH CLOSED MOVIE CAPTIONING.    
  

  

SB 92 SUBSTANTIVE AMENDMENTS 

(C)           (2)       (I)    THIS PARAGRAPH DOES NOT APPLY TO MOTION PICTURES 

THAT PLAY LESS THAN 5  SHOWS IN A ONE WEEK PERIOD, DEFINED AS FRIDAY THRU 

THURSDAY DURING THE FIRST 7 DAYS AFTER A MOTION PICTURE PREMIERES IN 

THE MOTION PICTURE HOUSE.  
  

                          (II)      THIS PARAGRAPH APPLIES TO EACH OF THE FIRST 3 

WEEKS 
                                              AFTER A MOTION PICTURE PREMIERES IN THE MOTION 

PICTURE HOUSE. AFTER THE FIRST 3 WEEKS, MOTION PICTURE HOUSES MAY PROVIDE 

OPEN CAPTIONING WITH REASONABLE NOTICE.   

                              (III) A PLACE OF PUBLIC ACCOMMODATION THAT CONTROLS, 

                                    OPERATES, OWNS, OR LEASES AT LEAST TWO A MOTION PICTURE 

HOUSES IN THE 



                              STATE WITH EIGHT OR MORE SCREENS SHALL PROVIDE OPEN 

MOVIE CAPTIONING  
     
                                     FOR AT LEAST TWO SHOWINGS FOR EACH MOTION PICTURE IT 

SCREENS  
                                     EACH WEEK PROVIDED THAT THE MOTION PICTURE IS 

PRODUCED AND                    
                                     AVAILABLE TO MOVIE THEATERS OFFERED WITH CLOSED OPEN 

MOVIE CAPTIONING.                 

                                     FOR AT LEAST TWO SCREENINGS EACH WEEK.      
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SB 92 – Places of Accommodation – Motion Picture Houses - Captioning 
Senate Judiciary Proceedings Committee 

February 8, 2024 
Position:  Neutral with Amendments 

 
On behalf of Mid-Atlantic NATO, a regional affiliate of the National Association of Theatre Owners (NATO), 
representing movie theatres throughout Maryland, we respectfully submit these written comments for your 
consideration on SB 92. 
 
In 2023, Maryland’s Movie Theaters voluntarily played over 7,500 Open Caption shows across the state! 
 
Maryland’s movie theaters are committed to access for individuals that are deaf or hard of hearing.  For 
over 25 years, the movie theater industry has collaborated with individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing, 
advocacy groups, film studios, and technology developers to achieve access to all feature films at all times.   
 
Moviegoers in Maryland seeking captions have the flexibility to view a movie with captions at any 
showtime, on any day.  In 2016, the Department of Justice issued a final rule requiring digital movie theaters 
to provide closed movie captioning equipment.  The DOJ adopted the majority of recommendations set forth 
in an agreement between the National Association of Theatre Owners and major advocacy groups, including 
the Hearing Loss Association of America and the National Association of the Deaf.  Through these 
collaborative efforts, today, digital movie theaters in Maryland offer closed movie captioning devices 
(allowing text to be viewable by an individual moviegoer) that can be used at any show time for any movie 
that comes with closed movie captions. 
 
Movie theaters in Maryland already work with their local communities to enhance existing access by 
scheduling open movie captioned shows on a regular basis.  In addition to closed captioning offerings, where 
the demand for open captioned (text on the screen viewable by all moviegoers) showtimes exists, movie 
theaters in Maryland collaborate with their patrons that are deaf or hard of hearing to develop market 
appropriate programming and accommodations.  A listing of current open movie captioning programs being 
offered throughout the state is included with this testimony. 
 
Lawmakers should allow the industry to respond to the marketplace instead of passing a “one-size-fits-all” 
statewide mandate.  Our records indicate that the mandate set forth in SB 92 would apply to 46 movie 
theater locations across the state where owners operate at least two locations.  The bill would require these 
locations to provide open captioning twice per week per film, after the first seven days, for almost every 
movie played, regardless of local demographics. Based on the 504-screen count across these 46 locations, we 
estimate this bill would require approximately 750 open captioned shows per week, 39,000 open captioned 
showtimes per year. 
 
There is a cost to theaters to implement this requirement.  Historically, the industry has found that when 
open-captioned shows are mandated, instead of scheduled based on consumer demand, theaters see a 
significant drop in attendance.  Despite assertions to the contrary, attendance data demonstrates that open 
caption showtimes have a very small turnout due to limited consumer demand.  The cost to theaters is in the 
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reduction of ticket sales/lower attendance for open captioned shows, averaging at least 50% less than 
comparable showtimes of non-open captioned shows.  
 
Movie theaters were devastated by the pandemic and are struggling to recover.  Despite slight gains over 
2020 attendance numbers when theatres were shuttered for most of the year, box office admissions in 
Maryland were still 23.2% lower in 2023 than they were in 2019.  Even with the most recent blockbuster 
releases making national headlines during 2023, our Maryland theatres will likely take years to recover their 
losses, and the open captioning mandate outlined in SB 92 would further reduce theater attendance at a 
critical time for movie theaters’ recovery.  Two current Maryland operators together closed four significant 
Maryland locations last year, and the theater film supply was affected by Hollywood’s recent labor strikes. 
Since movie theaters are already 100% accessible and offer enhanced access with open movie caption 
showtimes, we believe this legislation to be unnecessary and potentially harmful to a theater’s financial 
viability. 
 
SB 92 has technical issues within the language of the bill that could have unintended consequences on how 
the rule would be applied to Maryland movie theaters.  While lawmakers have described the bill as being 
based on prior legislation from Hawaii (the only state with a captioning law, with far fewer theater owners 
covered), Maryland’s definition of “closed captioning” in motion picture theaters is unclear. The Bill uses the 
word “houses” to describe covered locations, which is ambiguous as to whether it relates to movie theater 
locations or auditoriums contained within a movie theater.  Moreover, the requirement to provide “open 
captioning” for films produced and offered with “closed captioning” creates a mandate that is beyond a movie 
theater’s ability to comply.  Not all films come with closed captioning and even if they do, they may not 
include an open captioned file to allow a movie theater to meet the mandate.  
 
We seek the following amendments to remedy these technical issues: 

• Separate the definition of “closed captioning” for the television environment from the terms for the 
movie theaters by adding definitions for “closed movie captioning” and “open movie captioning.” 

• Apply the requirement to all locations with 8 or more screens.   
 
In its 2016 ruling, the Department of Justice (DOJ) intentionally used the terms “open movie captioning” and 
“closed movie captioning”, instead of “closed captioning”, so as not to create confusion with the terms used 
in the context of television captioning. Television closed captioning is hidden unless specifically initiated by 
the viewer to enable the captions to be visible. Movie theaters provide closed captioning devices, whereby 
the captions are only viewable by a single viewer.  Conversely, a separate file must be initiated to enable open 
captions on screen viewable to all viewers.  Captioning on television cannot be viewed with the same assistive 
technology as used in a movie theater, and captioning on a movie screen cannot be accomplished with the 
same assistive technology as on a television.   
 
Hawaii’s movie theater market is very different than in Maryland.   The Hawaii law that put the requirement 
on companies with more than two locations in the state, only applied to two theater circuits, and exempted 
the smaller independently owned locations.   While all movie theaters are struggling, smaller theaters without 
multiple screens are operating on reduced schedules, play far less movies, and are generally at a competitive 
disadvantage compare to the larger, multi-screen operations.   Applying the requirement to all locations with 
8 or more screens is clear, and puts the locations best able to handle the impact of this requirement on a 
level playing field. 
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Not all films play full-week schedules.  As written, SB 92 would require open captioning twice per week for 
each motion picture it screens, after the first seven days, without allowance for special event films that may 
only play once per week or once per day.   In addition, many films in subsequent weeks after the first few 
weeks will be held over for just a show or two per day, and may end mid-week to allow space to open a new 
motion picture.  With this limited availability, movie theaters would be unable to meet the legislative 
mandate or be forced to not show such films to avoid risk of violating the legislative mandates proposed. 
 
We seek the following amendments to allow for movies playing limited shows:  

• Require two open captioned shows for each of the first three weeks after a film premieres. 

• Define a theater operational week as Friday thru Thursday. 

• Exempt movies that play less than five shows in a one-week period. 
 
As the bill is written, we are opposed.   With the agreed amendments, we are neutral. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For further information, please contact Jenna Massoni (410-935-1470, jmassoni@cgagroup.com) or Ellen 
Valentino (410-693-2226, evalentino@cgagroup.com) of Cornerstone Government Affairs, registered 
lobbyists for Mid-Atlantic NATO, or Doug Murdoch, Executive Director of Mid-Atlantic NATO (443.895.1446, 
doug@midatlanticnato.com). 

mailto:jmassoni@cgagroup.com
mailto:evalentino@cgagroup.com
mailto:doug@midatlanticnato.com
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Open Movie Captioning Programs 
Maryland Movie Theaters 

February 2024 

 
Introduction 
Mid-Atlantic NATO (Maryland) and the National Association of Theatre Owners (NATO) appreciate the 
opportunity to work with advocates, state and local governments, and theaters of every size to increase 
access for individuals who are deaf and hard-of-hearing. While all digital theaters are currently accessible 
to individuals who are deaf and hard of hearing, NATO members understand consumer desire for access 
options and are committed to expanding access by the creation and implementation of pilot open movie 
captioned programming. NATO members are eager to partner with advocacy organizations to promote 
these showtimes to moviegoers. 
 
In addition to open movie caption programs in Maryland and across the country, NATO members will 
continue to offer the use of closed movie captioning devices and make these individual devices available 
at every movie, at every showtime in accordance with the exhibition industry’s agreement with the 
Department of Justice. Staff will continue to be trained on the preparation and use of the devices. NATO 
is also developing additional training material for its members on proper maintenance of closed movie 
captioning devices and systems.  
 
This memo outlines select open movie captioning programs currently happening in Maryland theaters, 
but should not be considered complete, as all locations are scheduling additional open captioned 
showtimes on a theater-by-theater basis in response to guest requests. 
 
 
AFI Silver Theatre and Cultural Center 
Most U.S. studios now include Open Captioned (OC) files on their DCPs. AFI Silver typically schedules at 
least one OC show per title per week in those cases. 
  
U.S. specialty and independent distributors are inconsistent in providing OC files. When OC files are 
provided by these distributors, we also schedule at least one OC show per week. 
  
AFI Silver programming includes a large amount of foreign language titles with English subtitles. We have 
received positive feedback from the deaf and hard of hearing community that these screenings, while 
only providing dialogue, and not the full detail of OC titling, are nonetheless of value and sought out for 
attendance. 
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AMC Theatres  
AMC has a nationwide program with 260 locations currently offering showtimes with open captions.  
The following Maryland locations are participating in this program: 
 

• AMC Rio Cinemas 18 – Gaithersburg 

• AMC Owings Mills 17 – Owings Mills 

• AMC White Marsh 16 – Baltimore 

• AMC Montgomery 16 – Bethesda 

• AMC Columbia Mall 14 – Columbia 

• AMC MJ Capital Center 12 – Largo 

• AMC Wheaton Mall 9 – Wheaton 
 
For all week-one wide release titles with open captions available, open caption showtimes are scheduled 
for at least one weekend matinee time and one weekday evening. For all blockbuster titles, theaters will 
play one show per day in its first full week of release, followed by a second week of one weekend matinee 
and one weekday prime show. 
 
The Charles Theatre   
The Charles Theatre schedules all films with the OCAP file twice a week.  Films play for a Saturday Matinee 
and during the second round on Wednesday’s (4PMish).  In addition, they run Cinema Sundays Club 
screenings in open caption for movies that include the OCAP file. 
 
Cinemark Theatres 
Cinemark operates three locations in Maryland, and will offer open captioned showtimes on all films 
that have a full, daily show schedule as follows: 
 

• Cinemark Egyptian 24 – Hanover – Sunday afternoons and Wednesday evenings. 

• Cinemark Towson 15 – Towson – Saturday afternoons and Monday evenings. 

• Cinemark Snowden Square 14 – Columbia – various times. 
 
Horizon Cinemas 
Horizon Cinemas will schedule open caption shows upon advanced request through the accessibility page 
on their website at. site: https://horizoncinemas.com/about--contact.   locations include: 
 

• Horizon Aberdeen 

• Horizon Fallston  

• Horizon Marley Station Movies 

• Horizon Sun Valley Movies 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://horizoncinemas.com/about--contact
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Landmark Theatres 
Landmark Theatres Bethesda location provides two open-captioned showings per week (Friday thru 
Thursday) of each new movie with open captioning available for the first two weeks of a movie’s release. 

• At least one of these two open-captioned showings for every movie during each of the first two 
weeks will be scheduled during weekend peak movie hours, which are showtimes beginning after 
5:59 p.m. and finishing before 11:01 p.m. on Friday; or, showtimes beginning after 11:59 a.m. and 
finishing before 11:01 p.m. on Saturday or Sunday. 

• The other open-captioned showing may be scheduled at the theater’s discretion.  

• Beginning in the third week of a movie’s release, the theatre will provide at least one open-
captioned showing of that movie per week. The open-captioned showing will be scheduled at the 
theater’s discretion. 

• If a movie has seven or fewer scheduled showings in a week, may not provide open-captioned 
showings for that movie. 

 
 
Old Greenbelt Theatre 
With a robust deaf and hard of hearing community, and its proximity to Gallaudet University, the Old 
Greenbelt Theatre in Greenbelt, MD plays an open captioned show every Sunday around 2pm if the film 
is available with open caption. 
 
 
RC Theatres 
RC will schedule open caption shows upon advanced request through the accessibility page on their 
website at https://www.rctheatres.com/page?id=12302.  Participating locations include: 
 

• R/C Hollywood Cinema 4 - Arbutus 

• R/C Lexington Exchange Movies 12 - California 

• R/C Westminster 9 - Westminster 
 
 
Regal Cinemas 
Regal has instituted open captioning programs in the following Maryland locations: 
 

• Regal Majestic 20 – Silver Spring  

• Regal Westview 16 – Frederick 

• Regal Germantown 14 – Germantown 

• Regal Royale 14 - Hyattsville 
 
The weekly open captioning lineup features the top three titles per week according to gross. The top-
grossing film will play three times a week on a Friday evening, a Sunday matinee, and a Wednesday 
matinee. The second highest-grossing film in each week will play with open captions during a Saturday 
matinee and a Tuesday evening. The third film will play in matinee slot on Mondays and Thursdays.  
 

https://www.rctheatres.com/page?id=12302
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Warehouse Cinemas 
Warehouse Cinemas has a long-standing partnership with local deaf and hard of hearings advocates in 
Frederick, and representatives from the Maryland School for the Deaf.   Each week, they work together 
to select films and showtimes to offer open captioned shows.   They have two locations participating as 
follows: 

• Warehouse Cinemas Frederick 10 – Frederick – Seven to ten open captions shows per 
week on films selected by feedback. 

• Warehouse Cinemas Hagerstown 10 – Hagerstown – At least three open caption shows 
per week.  The number of showtimes will increase with demand and additional film 
product. 

• Warehouse Cinemas Rotunda 7 – Baltimore - At least three open caption shows per 
week.  The number of showtimes will increase with demand and additional film product. 

 
ALL LOCATIONS 
 

Marketing of Open Captioned Films 
NATO members are clearly displaying which showtimes offer open captioning in each of their 
theatres when patrons purchase a ticket on a theatre’s website or at the box office. 

 
Open Captioning Programs Framework 
NATO members operating in Maryland are committed to instituting voluntary open captioning 
programs on a theater-by-theater basis.  A “one-size-fits-all” approach does not reflect the 
individualized operations of each theater or the markets in which they operate. Consequently, 
theater operators are seeking to develop open captioning programs that meet or exceed the 
demands of the market in which they operate and have developed varying programs to meet 
those goals.  
 
The current open caption programs will run indefinitely, but no less than at least a year from April 
1, 2022. Note, based on consumer feedback and the needs of individual companies, the 
parameters of these programs may change from time to time to reflect the marketplace. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For further information, please contact Jenna Massoni (410-935-1470, jmassoni@cgagroup.com) or 

Ellen Valentino (410-693-2226, evalentino@cgagroup.com) of Cornerstone Government Affairs, 
registered lobbyists for Mid-Atlantic NATO, or Doug Murdoch, Executive Director of Mid-Atlantic NATO 

(443-895-1446, doug@midatlanticnato.com). 

mailto:jmassoni@cgagroup.com
mailto:evalentino@cgagroup.com
mailto:doug@midatlanticnato.com

