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 P.O.  Box  731  Randallstown,  MD  21133 

 Feb  12,  2024  Contact:  Ryan  Coleman,  President 
 Immediate  Release  randallstownnaacp@gmail.com 

 Randallstown  NAACP  supports  SB  0073-  Department  of  Juvenile 
 Services  -  Firearm  Offenses  -  Reporting 

 Randallstown  MD-Baltimore  County  residents  have  serious  concerns  with  the  operation 
 of  DJS,  their  ability  to  safeguard  and  correct  young  people.  Many  members  do  not 
 believe  the  information  coming  from  DJS.  Therefore,  this  bill  will  allow  greater 
 transparency  which  is  helpful  for  all. 

 SB  0073  opens  access  to  all  Maryland  students.  The  Randallstown  NAACP  requests 
 a  favorable  vote  on  SB  0073. 
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PUBLIC DEFENDER 

 

  KEITH LOTRIDGE 
  DEPUTY PUBLIC DEFENDER 

 

  MELISSA ROTHSTEIN 
  CHIEF OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS  

 

ELIZABETH HILLIARD 
ACTING DIRECTOR OF GOVERNMENT RELATIONS 

 
 

 

Maryland Office of the Public Defender, Government Relations Division, 45 Calvert St, Suite 108, Annapolis MD 21401   

For further information please contact Elizabeth Hilliard, Elizabeth.hilliard@maryland.gov 443-507-8414. 

POSITION ON PROPOSED LEGISLATION  

BILL: Senate Bill 73, Department of Juvenile Services – Firearms Offenses – Reporting  

FROM: Maryland Office of the Public Defender 

POSITION: Unfavorable 

DATE: 2/12/2024 

 
The Maryland Office of the Public Defender seeks an unfavorable report on Senate Bill 73, 

Department of Juvenile Services – Firearms – Reporting. The intention of this bill is unclear as 

the term "assessments'' is undefined. For example “assessments” may refer to the intake 

decisions DJS makes using its own decision-making tool or it may mean something else. 

Additionally, no matter the definition of “assessments, this bill is unnecessary as a check on 

DJS’s authority to informally adjust firearms cases through pre-court supervision. According to 

the DJS Resource Guide for FY 2023, only 0.8% of handgun cases were placed on pre-court 

supervision. Moreover, under current law, if DJS recommends pre-court supervision for handgun 

possession or a Crime of Violence, DJS must forward the case to the State's Attorney's Office  

(SAO) for approval. SAO makes the final determination as to whether the case is handled 

through pre-court supervision or charged through a delinquency petition.  

For these reasons, the Maryland Office of the Public Defender urges this Committee to issue an 

unfavorable report on SB 73. 

Submitted by: Alycia Capozello, Deputy Public Defender for Baltimore City, 

Alycia.capozello@maryland.gov; Jeremy Zacker, Assistant Public Defender, 

Jeremy.Zacker@maryland.gov 
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Date:   February 13, 2024 
Bill Number/Title: SB073 - Department of Juvenile Services - Firearm Offenses - Reporting 
Committee:  Judicial Proceedings Committee 
DJS Position:   Letter of Information  
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
SB 73 requires the Department of Juvenile Services (DJS) to report to the General Assembly by 
January 1st each year on the number of assessments completed by the department during the intake 
process involving children who commit firearm offenses. 
 
First, DJS is committed to ensuring that community members, justice system stakeholders, and decision-
makers have access to relevant juvenile justice system information and data. To that end, DJS publishes the 
annual Data Resource Guide (DRG) which contains in-depth information related to DJS practices, data, and 
outcomes. Specifically, the DRG contains data related to the number of complaints received by the Department 
for firearm offenses, the Department’s decisions, and the outcome of the matter. Additionally, all assessments 
DJS utilizes can be found on the DJS website. 
 
Lastly, DJS is required by law to complete an inquiry/assessment of the child when a complaint is received. 
Moreover, if the complaint alleges a firearm offense, DJS must forward the intake decision to the State's 
Attorney for their review.  
 


