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BILL NO:        Senate Bill 379 

TITLE: Task Force to Study Crime Classification - Renaming, Membership, and Duties 

COMMITTEE:    Judicial Proceedings 

HEARING DATE: February 1, 2024 

POSITION:         Favorable 

 

The Maryland Network Against Domestic Violence (MNADV) is the state domestic violence coalition that 
brings together victim service providers, allied professionals, and concerned individuals for the common 
purpose of reducing intimate partner and family violence and its harmful effects on our citizens. MNADV 
urges the Judicial Proceedings Committee to issue a favorable report on SB 379.  
 
Senate Bill 379 would rename the existing Task Force to Study Crime Classification and Penalties, expand 

the membership, and redefine the focus of the Task Force.  The Task Force’s obligations would include 

the review of the penalties for all criminal and civil violations in the Criminal Law Article, Criminal 

Procedure Article, Public Safety Article, and Maryland Sentencing Guidelines and make 

recommendations regarding the current scheme for criminal and civil violations in the Criminal Law 

Article, Criminal Procedure Article, Public Safety Article, and Maryland Sentencing Guidelines.  

MNADV was honored to participate in the Task Force to Study Crime Classification and agreed with the 

recommendations of the Task Force. Those recommendations comprise what is SB 379. MNADV 

supports the continuation of the Task Force and the clarification and modification of its responsibilities. 

We support the passage of SB 379 and hope to continue the work commenced by the Task Force in 2023.  

MNADV believes that it is imperative that any group or Task Force working and studying crime 

classification and penalties include representation from the communities directly impacted by those 

crimes. MNADV is the federally recognized state domestic violence coalition and represents the nineteen 

comprehensive domestic violence programs in Maryland. Together these programs provide emergency 

shelter, 24-hour hotlines, counseling, advocacy and legal services to victims and survivors of domestic 

violence as well as abuse intervention services to those who have committed violence. The programs we 

represent offer services to those that are victims of domestic violence, those who have committed 

domestic violence, and victims that are criminalized. It is crucial that these voices are at the table during 

a study of crime classifications and penalties. 

For the above stated reasons, the Maryland Network Against Domestic Violence urges a favorable 
report on SB 379. 
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This bill letter is a statement of the Office of Attorney General’s policy position on the referenced pending legislation.  For a legal or 

constitutional analysis of the bill, Members of the House and Senate should consult with the Counsel to the General Assembly, Sandy Brantley.  She 

can be reached at 410-946-5600 or sbrantley@oag.state.md.us. 
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February 1, 2024 

 

TO: The Honorable William C. Smith, Jr. 

Chair, Judicial Proceedings Committee 

 

FROM: Tiffany Johnson Clark 

Chief Counsel, Legislative Affairs, Office of the Attorney General 

 

RE: Senate Bill 379 – Task Force to Study Crime Classification – Renaming, 

Membership, and Duties – Support with Amendment 
 

 

The Office of the Attorney General asks the Judicial Proceedings to give Senate Bill 379 

– Task Force to Study Crime Classification – Renaming, Membership, and Duties 

sponsored by Senator Chris West a favorable report. Senate Bill 379 renames the Task Force, 

expands the membership of the task force, and alters the duties of the task force. The task force 

must report its findings and recommendations to the Governor and the General Assembly by 

December 31, 2025. 

 The Task Force to Study Crime Classification was established in 2019 by the Maryland 

General Assembly to (1) study and make recommendations regarding a method for classifying 

crimes and civil offenses under State law and (2) identify and logically categorize all crimes and 

civil offenses that exist under State law by December 2023. The Task Force was assembled in 

August 2023 and was staffed by the Office of the Attorney General. The Task Force held its first 

meeting in September 2023 and met six times between September 2023 and December 2023. 
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 As part of the Task Force’s required report, the Task Force recommended that funding 

for adequate staff be provided to the Task Force in order to complete the charge of the Task 

Force with fidelity. The Task Force identified “adequate staffing” as contractual attorneys, 

paralegals, and law students to provide staffing for the Task Force as well as perform legal and 

policy research. Due to the broad charge of the Task Force, the OAG suggests an amendment to 

this bill that adds uncodified language providing funding for the Task Force to contract with a 

public research institution to provide staff and conduct research for the Task Force. 
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AMENDMENT TO SENATE BILL 379  

(First Reading File Bill)  

 

 On page 2, in line 12, strike “AND”; after line 12, insert:  

 

   “(9) THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE MARYLAND COALITION 

AGAINST SEXUAL ASSAULT, OR THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S DESIGNEE; AND”; 

 

and in line 13, strike “(9)” and substitute “(10)”.   

SB0379/893621/1    

 

 

BY:     Senator West  

(To be offered in the Judicial Proceedings Committee)   
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              Working to end sexual violence in Maryland 

 

P.O. Box 8782       For more information contact: 

Silver Spring, MD 20907      Lisae C. Jordan, Esquire 

Phone: 301-565-2277      443-995-5544 

Fax: 301-565-3619      www.mcasa.org  

 

 

Testimony Supporting Senate Bill 379 with Sponsor Amendment 

Lisae C. Jordan, Executive Director & Counsel 

February 1, 2024 

 

The Maryland Coalition Against Sexual Assault (MCASA) is a non-profit membership 

organization that includes the State’s seventeen rape crisis centers, law enforcement, mental health 

and health care providers, attorneys, educators, survivors of sexual violence and other concerned 

individuals.  MCASA includes the Sexual Assault Legal Institute (SALI), a statewide legal 

services provider for survivors of sexual assault.  MCASA represents the unified voice and 

combined energy of all of its members working to eliminate sexual violence.  We urge the Judicial 

Proceedings Committee to report favorably on Senate Bill 379 with Sponsor Amendment. 

 

Senate Bill 379     --  Task Force to Study Crime Classification  

 

This bill would create a Task Force to study and make recommendations regarding the penalties 

for crimes and civil offenses under State law, the potential need for reclassification of certain 

crimes, the alteration of penalties, and whether certain changes should be made to crimes, 

including sex crimes. 

 

It is critical that the Task Force working and studying crime classification and penalties include 

representation from the communities directly impacted by those crimes. MCASA is the federally 

recognized state sexual assault coalition and very much appreciates the sponsor amendment to 

add MCASA to the proposed Task Force, as such: 

 

On line 7, following [and]” insert “THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE MARYLAND 

COALITION AGAINST SEXUAL ASSAULT, OR THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S 

DESIGNEE;” 

 

There are significant crime classification issues in the code relating to sex crimes, ranging from 

how to classify age based crimes, to whether sextortion should be in the sex crimes subtitle.  

MCASA has significant expertise in the impact of potential changes on survivors. 

 

The Maryland Coalition Against Sexual Assault urges the  

Judicial Proceedings Committee to  

report favorably on Senate Bill 379 with Sponsor Amendment 


