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TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB450 
Baltimore County – Speed Monitoring Systems – Residential Districts 

 
Judicial Proceedings Committee  

February 15, 2024 
 

Chair Smith, Vice-Chair Waldstreicher and Members of the Committee, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify before you on SB450 Baltimore County – Speed 
Monitoring Systems – Residential Districts. The purpose of this bill is to localize decision 
making for installing new speed monitoring systems.  
 
According to Maryland law, “speed monitoring systems” record images of vehicles traveling 12 
mph over the speed limit. These systems have been proven to improve safety on our roads. A 
7.5 yearlong study was conducted in Montgomery County where speed cameras were 
associated with a 62% reduction in the likelihood that a vehicle was traveling more than 10 
mph above the speed limit at camera sites. Moreover, there was a 39% reduction in the 
likelihood that a crash resulted in an incapacitating or fatal injury near the camera site.  
 
Speed monitoring systems are an indispensable tool for keeping our communities safe. State 
law currently allows local authorities to unilaterally install new systems within a ½ mile radius 
of a school zone.  However, within current law, Baltimore County does not have the purview for 
the placement of speed monitoring devices outside of school zones, instead they must bring 
that before the State legislature. This leaves a huge gap for Baltimore County residential 
neighborhoods that are not near a school zone but are still having issues with unsafe speeding 
on their roads. SB450 enables Baltimore County to join three other counties, in making 
decisions that directly impact the safety of their constituents.  Montgomery County, Prince 
George’s County and Anne Arundel County, all have local authority in determining speed 
monitoring placements.   
 
Speeding in residential neighborhoods is dangerous and places the safety of other vehicles, 
personal property, and above all pedestrians, at risk. Slowing down to a safe speed should not 
be controversial when the lives and well-being of others are at stake. SB450 ensures that these 
systems are not being arbitrarily installed throughout our neighborhoods. Installation of a 
camera requires a traffic study, public input, police involvement and approval of the Baltimore 
County Council.  
 



Speeding is a local public safety issue that should be handled locally. SB450 empowers local 
officials in Baltimore County to make informed decisions around speeding, improving the 
safety of our communities and responsiveness of local government.  
 
For these reasons, I am requesting a favorable report on SB450.  

 
With kindest regards, 

 
Benjamin Brooks  
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Speed Monitoring
System

Baltimore County should follow 
the example of other Counties 

and take back local control over 
implementing speed monitoring 

systems. This bill will do just 
that– instead of the General 

Assembly approving new 
systems in residential areas, the 
local government will be given 
this power. Local governments 
can and should be allowed to 
manage the local needs and 
safety of our constituents.

In 2005, Montgomery County State Delegates and Senators 
passed the authorization they needed to allow speed safety 
cameras in their residential areas.  

In 2023, Anne Arundel County State Delegates and 
Senators passed the authorizations they needed to allow 
speed safety cameras in their residential areas.  

In 2021, Prince George's County State Delegates and 
Senators passed the authorization they needed to allow 
speed safety cameras in their residential areas.  

Currently, most Maryland Counties do not have the 
permissions to allow speed monitoring systems in 
their residential neighborhoods. Unless these 
systems are placed near a ½ mile radius of a school 
zone, the General Assembly has to approve every 
new system that our constituents may want in their 
neighborhoods. This delays the deployment of 
valuable safety equipment to our constituents. 

As defined in Maryland law, 
“speed monitoring systems” are 
devices that record images of 
vehicles traveling over speeds 

“at least 12 miles per hour 
above the posted speed limit”. 

The Issue: Giving Back Local Control to Handle Speeding 

What can Baltimore 
County do about 

speeding?

SLOWING SPEEDING
I N   B A L T I M O R E   C O U N T Y   R E S I D E N T A L   N E I G H B O R H O O D S  

Montgomery
County

Anne Arundel 
County

Prince George’s 
County

Speed Monitoring Systems Keep Our Roads Safe

From a study collected over a 7.5 year period in Montgomery County, Maryland 
in which speed monitoring systems were moved periodically along corridors:

62% 19% 10%
Reduction in the 
likelihood that a 

vehicle was traveling 
10 mph above the 

speed limit

Reduction in the 
likelihood a car 

crash resulted in 
an incapacitating 

or fatal injury

Reduction in the 
mean speeds after 
the program was 

implemented over 
7 years

Equity and Safety
This bill prioritizes the safety 
of our constituents. There is 
significant evidence to show 

that speed monitoring 
systems reduces speed which 
not only protects drivers but 

also pedestrians in 
residential neighborhoods.

Native and Black Americans 
are the two highest at-risk 

groups for pedestrian 
fatalities in the US at 5.82 

and 2.94 deaths per 100k of 
population, respectively. While 
Whites were only 1.5 deaths.

benjamin.brooks@senate.state.md.us
michele.guyton@house.state.md.us
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Baltimore County SUPPORTS with AMENDMENTS Senate Bill 450 – Baltimore 
County – Speed Monitoring Systems – Residential Districts: Legislation which, if passed, 
authorizes the use of speed monitoring systems in residential areas of Baltimore County on the 
approval of the Baltimore County Council by majority vote, and with the placement of the 
aforementioned traffic calming devices determined by the Baltimore County Department of 
Public Works and Transportation and Police Department in conjunction with a community 
engagement process.   

 
Baltimore County respectively requests the passage of a technical amendment to the bill 

text which removes a duplication in local council approval (p.3, line 18) as approved by the 
Baltimore County Delegation.  

 
Accordingly, Baltimore County requests a FAVORABLE with AMENDMENTS report 

on SB 450 from the Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee. For more information, please 
contact Jenn Aiosa, Director of Government Affairs at jaiosa@baltimorecountymd.gov. 

 


