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I oppose SB443 because of its impact on suicide rates.  I have had a parent and child who suffered from 
mental illness and suicidality and I find this prospect terrifying.  There are multiple, peer reviewed 
studies that show legalizing PAS increases suicide rates.  In previous years I testified how supporters of 
this bill claim the studies show the opposite.  My written testimony contains correspondence I have had 
with the authors labelling their claims are “inaccurate” and “misleading.”  Their study showed a 6.3% 
increase in total suicides.  

There is a misconception that there are no records of abuse of the law.  My written testimony 
references two articles that identify 20 cases of abuse of the law ranging from possible murder and 
fraud to providing lethal prescriptions to people with long histories of depression and suicidality.  These 
20 cases have come to light despite the former Director of Health for Oregon stating her department 
was not resourced or required to enforce the law and the Portland Tribune writing “all the precautions 
built into the Death with Dignity Act are for naught.” Imagine how many more cases there would be if 
the safeguards in this bill were enforceable. 
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