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Sadly, there is an epidemic of hate and bigotry in America. According to Maryland law, hate crimes are
“motivated either in whole or in substantial part by another person’s or group’s race, color, religious
beliefs, sexual orientation, gender, gender identity, disability, or national origin, or because another person
or group is homeless.”1 The most recent hate crime data from the FBI reveals that there were more than
13,000 victims of hate incidents in 2022.2 From 2022 to 2023, some American cities saw an increase in hate
crimes of as much as 200%.3

Hatred is prevalent on college campuses, in the workplace, and in apartment complexes. In fact, that’s
what happened to Delegate Joe Vogel.4 When four swastikas were spray-painted in the lobby of his
building, he notified property management. But, even after weeks and multiple requests, the swastikas
remained, taunting and frightening residents.

Actions like this prompted the introduction of SB650. In our State in 2022, 44% of hate bias incidents were
crimes against property.5 Whether it is a swastika, a noose, or threatening graffiti, these symbols of hate do
not belong in Maryland.

SB650 would require a building’s owner to remove symbols intended to threated or intimidate within 24
hours of notification by law enforcement or another individual. After a first violation, a civil penalty of
$1,000 would be assessed. Owners who were the intended target of the threatening symbol are exempt, so
as not to further punish victims of hate crimes. If the graffiti cannot be removed due to an ongoing
investigation, this legislation would apply only after it is no longer necessary for the symbol to remain.

We must work together and build a future where “hate has no home” in the State of Maryland.

I urge a favorable report on SB650.
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