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HB 1032 Testimony – Tourist Area and Corridor Signage Program 

March 27, 2024 

Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee 

 

 

Chair Smith, Vice Chair Waldstreicher, colleagues, thank you for the opportunity to present on 

HB 1032, which codifies and reinvigorates the Maryland Tourist Area and Corridor (TAC) 

Signage Program operated by the Maryland Department of Transportation State Highway 

Administration (MDOT SHA) and the Maryland Department of Commerce (Commerce).  

 

Attraction signs are necessary to direct visitors to cultural and recreational activities. TAC Signing is 

a system of supplemental guide signs which directs drivers to eligible individual attractions by first 

directing them to groups of attractions. These attractions are grouped into geographical areas and 

sub-areas. Mainline signs on expressways or major highways direct drivers to the geographical area. 

Then ramp and conventional road area signs lead drivers to the corridor from which all individual 

attractions are located. Each individual attraction has a trailblazing sign at the turn for each location.  

 

To be eligible for TAC signing, attractions must meet a set of requirements and are subject to space 

availability, as determined by SHA regulations and requirements. Typically, an eligible attraction 

must primarily provide recreational, historical, cultural, or leisure activities to the public and meet or 

adhere to a long list of criteria. HB 1038 would codify TAC, as it previously operated without 

funding or statutory authority. The bill would keep most of the program the same with some minor 

updates and additions. For example, it allows for additional attractions deemed important to the state 

or local economy to be eligible even if they do not meet all the existing requirements.  

 

It also adds provides flexibility to Commerce to add additional eligible attractions for signing with a 

generic symbol or simply using the words. This would allow for breweries and distilleries to be 

eligible for the program where they had previously been excluded. Signs are crucial for businesses to 

attract new customers and grow their business overall. I consider these signs a crucial piece of the 

“last mile” marketing the state provides to support our businesses. 

 

I worked closely with MDOT representatives to ensure we develop a coherent, effective, and 

equitable process to revitalize and expand the TAC program. The bill stipulates that MDOT and 

Commerce must work together to develop standards and procedures for determining eligibility for 

area businesses. Commerce will then develop a signage plan with any interested business based on 



those standards and submit it to MDOT for review and approval. MDOT will ensure the signage plan 

complies with federal, state, and local laws and regulations as well as right-of-way regulations.  

 

Lastly, under this bill each applicant who is approved for a sign under the TAC Program will pay the 

entire cost of manufacturing and installation of the sign as well as an annual administrative fee once 

the sign is installed. This makes the program effectively budget neutral while still providing 

important attractions and local businesses with a significantly reduced cost means of advertising on 

state roadways. 

 

The bill is supported by Cultivate & Craft, tourism Agencies, businesses, and chambers of commerce 

across Maryland.  The House of Delegates voted unanimously for HB 1032. Thank you for 

your consideration and I ask for a favorable report on HB 1032. 
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March 27, 2024 

  

The Honorable William C. Smith, Jr. 

Chair, Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee 

2 East, Miller Senate Office Building   

Annapolis MD 21401  

  

RE: Letter of Information – House Bill 1032 – Highways – Tourist Area Corridor Signage 

Program  

  

Dear Chair Smith and Committee members:   

  

The Maryland Department of Transportation (MDOT) offers the following information on House 

Bill 1032 for the Committee’s consideration.  

  

As amended, House Bill 1032 seeks to codify a modified version of the Tourist Area and Corridor 

Signage (TAC) program operated by the State Highway Administration (SHA). As background, 

TAC is a system of supplemental guide signs that directs motorists to eligible local attractions that 

meet certain operational conditions, including hours and days of operation.  

 

The SHA thanks the sponsor for collaborating on revisions to the bill as introduced. As amended, 

the bill establishes a participant-funded version of TAC where SHA 1) provides guidance for TAC 

installations and 2) retains the responsibility of ensuring signs are compliant with the Manual of 

Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) and other requirements for mounting signs on State 

right-of-way. The amendments help offset State costs associated with continuation and adaptation 

of the TAC program while ensuring SHA and the Department of Commerce have the resources 

and authority to manage the program so as to benefit the attractions, tourists, and all road users. 

 

Currently, the MUTCD authorizes states to operate tourist-oriented directional sign programs for 

businesses that derive a major portion of the business’s income or visitors from road users not 

residing in the area of the facility. The MUTCD limits use of these signs to rural highways, or 

highways normally characterized by lower volumes, higher speeds, fewer turning conflicts, and 

less conflicts with pedestrians. Accordingly, SHA will investigate alternatives to adapt the State’s 

program to ensure adequate coverage of attractions in urban and urbanized areas of the State. 

 

The Maryland Department of Transportation respectfully requests the Committee consider this 

information when deliberating House Bill 1032.  

 

Matthew Mickler      Pilar Helm 

Deputy Director (Acting)    Director 

Office of Policy and Research    Office of Government Affairs  

Maryland State Highway Administration  Maryland Department of Transportation 

410-545-5629      410-865-1090 


