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The Education Advocacy Coalition for Students with Disabilities (EAC), a coalition of nearly 50 
organizations and individuals concerned with education policy for students with disabilities in 
Maryland, provides this testimony in support of House Bill 53 with amendment. House Bill 53 
would establish a task force on education funding and student population growth. 

 
The EAC supports the establishment of such a task force to analyze challenges related to 
student enrollment counts and its effect on school funding and the connection between 
growing student populations and the provision of school funding, and to make 
recommendations to improve the provision of school funding. These challenges are 
particularly pertinent to funding for students with disabilities who receive special education 
services. Therefore, the EAC suggests that the membership of the task force be expanded to 
include at least one individual with expertise related to students with disabilities and special 
education. This perspective will be critical to the success of the task force and the 
development of recommendations that will improve funding for all student populations. 

For these reasons, the EAC supports House Bill 53 with amendment. 

To discuss or if you have questions, please contact Leslie Seid Margolis, Co-Chairperson, at 
lesliem@disabilityrightsmd.org or 410-370-5730. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Selene A. Almazan, Selene Almazan Law, LLC 
Rene Averitt-Sanzone, The Parents’ Place of Maryland 
Linda Barton, MSED, Education Consultant 
Beth Benevides, Autism Society of Maryland, Education Advocacy Coalition Co-Chair 
Ellen A. Callegary, Attorney (Retired) 
Melanie Carlos, xMinds (Partnership for Extraordinary Minds) 
Stephanie Carr, S.L. Carr Education Consultants, LLC 
Rich Ceruolo, Parent 
Michelle Davis, M.Ed., ABCs for Life Success 
Jennifer Engel Fisher, Weinfeld Education Group 
Lisa Frank and Andrea Bennett, The Special Kids Company 
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Marjorie Guldan and Rosemary Kitzinger, Bright Futures, LLC 
Beth Ann Hancock, Charting the Course, LLC 
Leilani Hardy, Maryland Coalition of Families 
Kalman Hettleman, Independent Advocate 
Morgan Durand Horvath, Abilities Network 
Stacy Ganz Kahn, Educational Resources Group of Greater Washington 
Ande Kolp, The Arc Maryland 
Rachel London, Maryland Developmental Disabilities Council 
Leslie Seid Margolis, Disability Rights Maryland, Education Advocacy Coalition Co-Chair 
Mark B. Martin, Law Offices of Mark B. Martin, P.A. 
Beth Nolan, Education Team Allies 
Sumaiya Olatunde, H2D Counseling 
Ellen O’Neill, Atlantic Seaboard Dyslexia Education Center 
Ronza Othman, National Federation of the Blind of Maryland 
Kate Raab and Nicole Joseph, Law Offices of Nicole Joseph 
Rebecca Rienzi, Pathfinders for Autism 
Jaime Seaton, BGS Law, LLC 
Ronnetta Stanley, M.Ed., Loud Voices Together 
Wayne Steedman, Steedman Law Group, LLC 
Guy Stephens, Alliance Against Seclusion and Restraint 
Maureen van Stone, Genevieve Hornik, Kendall Eaton, Project HEAL at Kennedy Krieger Institute 
Jessica Williams, M.Ed., Education Due Process Solutions 
Liz Zogby, Maryland Down Syndrome Advocacy Coalition  

 

 
 


