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The Education Advocacy Coalition for Students with Disabilities (EAC), a coalition of nearly 50
organizations and individuals concerned with education policy for students with disabilities in
Maryland, provides this testimony in support of Senate Bill 97 with amendments. Senate Bill 97
will establish a mentorship program that would provide grants to organizations that serve early
adolescent children and young adults who attend public school in Baltimore City or Baltimore
County, qualify for free or reduced price meals, and are members of a historically
disadvantaged group who face obstacles to achievement. The EAC supports the establishment
of this worthy program and suggests an amendment making clear that adolescents and young
adults with disabilities must be included within the scope of the program.

Children and youth with disabilities historically have faced significant barriers to achievement;
test scores consistently show a wide gap between the academic achievement of students with
and without disabilities at every level—elementary, middle and high school. A disproportionate
number of students and young adults with disabilities live in poverty. Further, young adults
exiting the school system face barriers to employment. Mentorship is an essential component
of the solution to these longstanding issues. It is important to note that a number of students
with disabilities attend nonpublic special education schools at public expense because their
local school system has determined that it is unable to meet the students’ educational needs.
These students, too, should be eligible for the program.

Therefore, the EAC proposes the following amendments:

Page 2, Lines 1-2: “RESIDE IN OR ATTEND ANY PUBLIC SCHOOL IN BALTIMORE CITY OR
BALTIMORE COUNTY OR RESIDE IN BALTIMORE CITY OR BALTIMORE COUNTY AND ATTEND A
NONPUBLIC SPECIAL EDUCATION SCHOOL FUNDED BY THE BALTIMORE CITY OR BALTIMORE
COUNTY SCHOOL SYSTEM:”

Page 2, lines 6- 7: “ ARE MEMBERS OF A HISTORICALLY DISADVANTAGED GROUP, INCLUDING
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES, WHO FACE OBSTACLES TO ACHIEVEMENT THAT MAY BE
EFFECTIVELY MITIGATED BY LONG-TERM MENTORSHIP.

Page 2, Section D: Add new subsection (3): DELIVERED TO PARTCIPANTS IN ACCORD WITH THE
REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS REQUIREMENTS OF THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES
ACT AND, IF APPLICABLE, SECTION 504 OF THE REHABILITATION ACT OF 1973.




Education Advocacy Coalition Testimony: Senate Bill 97
January 15, 2025
Page Two

If enacted, Senate Bill 97 could make a significant difference in the lives of students and young
adults with disabilities. For this reason, the EAC supports Senate Bill 97 with amendments.

For more information, please contact Leslie Seid Margolis, Co-Chairperson, at 443-692-2505 or
at lesliem@disabilityrightsmd.org .

Respectfully submitted,

Selene A. Almazan, Selene Almazan Law, LLC

Rene Averitt-Sanzone, The Parents’ Place of Maryland

Linda Barton, MSED, Education Consultant

Elizabeth Benevides, Autism Society of Maryland, Education Advocacy Coalition co-chair
Ellen A. Callegary, Attorney

Melanie Carlos, xMinds (Partnership for Extraordinary Minds)
Stephanie Carr, S.L. Carr Education Consultants, LLC

Rich Ceruolo, Parent

Michelle Davis, M.Ed., ABCs for Life Success

Jennifer Engel Fisher, Weinfeld Education Group

Lisa Frank and Andrea Bennett, The Special Kids Company
Marjorie Guldan and Rosemary Kitzinger, Bright Futures, LLC
Beth Ann Hancock, Charting the Course, LLC

Leilani Hardy, Maryland Coalition of Families

Morgan Durand Horvath, Abilities Network

Stacy Ganz Kahn, Educational Resources Group of Greater Washington
Kalman Hettleman, Independent Advocate

Ande Kolp, The Arc Maryland

Leslie Seid Margolis, Disability Rights Maryland, Education Advocacy Coalition co-chair
Mark B. Martin, Law Offices of Mark B. Martin, P.A.

Beth Nolan, Education Team Allies

Sumaiya Olatunde, H2D Counseling

Ellen O’Neill, Atlantic Seaboard Dyslexia Education Center
Ronza Othman, National Federation of the Blind of Maryland
Kate Raab and Nicole Joseph, Law Offices of Nicole Joseph
Rebecca Rienzi, Pathfinders for Autism

Jaime Seaton, BGS Law, LLC

Ronnetta Stanley, M.Ed., Loud Voices Together

Wayne Steedman, Steedman Law Group, LLC

Guy Stephens, Alliance Against Seclusion and Restraint
Maureen van Stone, Project HEAL at Kennedy Krieger Institute



oo
£

Education Advocacy Coalition Testimony: Senate Bill 97
January 15, 2025
Page Three

Jessica Williams, M.Ed., Education Due Process Solutions,
Liz Zogby, Maryland Down Syndrome Advocacy Coalition
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