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Testimony in Support of SB0843

02/25/2025

SB0843 School Construction - Local Cost-Share - Alterations

Dear Chairman Guzzone and Members of the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee:

I am writing today to express my strong support of bill SB0843 - sponsored by Delegates Jacobs, Ghrist,
and Arentz, and Senator Hershey. This bill requests that an adjustment is made for the local cost-share
for school construction projections under certain circumstances.

Kent County Middle School serves all of Kent County with a high population of students who qualify for
free or reduced price meals. The current state cost share for public school construction for Kent County is
designated as 50%, leaving our small county of 22,000 to cover about $45 million to build a new school.
This is about 3/4 of Kent County's entire yearly budget. Unfortunately, we know this project literally cannot
happen without an increase in support from the state.

In past years, the state has granted counties in similar situations a much higher percentage of costs. Kent
County has 86% of students qualifying for CEP. Caroline County, with 85% CEP, was granted 94% from
the state for eligible costs. Wicomico, with 77% CEP, was granted 98% from the state.

Kent County Middle School was built in 1946. That was 79 years ago, the year World War |l ended, the
same year the world’s first general-service computer was introduced to the world.

We cannot expect our children to thrive when they are trying to learn in a building that is almost 80 years
old and is crumbling around them. There are leaks in the roof, rooms without windows, and no spaces
designed to accommodate and support the pedagogical advancements of the past 80 years. It looks and
feels like a bunker. How can our students learn to prepare for the future when their school is a relic of the
past?

Our kids and teachers need a new building—one that reflects the fact that we are living in the 21st
century. Our community needs this school. But we do not have the funds to pay for it because our county
is small and our budgets are as well. It is an injustice of our forward-thinking state to leave Kent County
students behind and to continue to forfeit their futures because our county is unable to fund a new school
building. Kids deserve a healthy, safe and welcoming school building that inspires learning, no matter
where they’re from.

Please advocate for our often overlooked and undervalued students by voting favorably on SB0843 to
give them the best environment for success.

Sincerely,

Aimée Boumiea

8716 Maryland Pkwy
Chestertown, MD 21620
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The County Commissioners of Kent County
Ronald H. Fithian, President | AlbertH. Nickerson, Member | JohnF.Price, Member
Shelley L. Heller, County Administrator | Thomas N. Yeager, County Attorney

February 5, 2025

The Honorable Stephen S. Hershey, Jr.
423 James Senate Office Building

11 Bladen Street

Annapolis, MD 21401

RE: SUPPORT Senate Bill 0843 / House Bill 0736 — School Construction — Local Cost-Share —
Alterations

Dear Senator Hershey:

On behalf of the County Commissioners of Kent County, Maryland, this letter serves as support for
Senate Bill 0843 / House Bill 0736 - School Construction - Local Cost-Share - Alterations. Kent
County Government’s ability to fund its share of the Kent County Middle School modernization
project will critically depend on increased State funding participation. Therefore, our support for

the project is conditional upon the level of State funding participation achieved.

Kent County fully supports SB0843 and HB0736 as drafted.

Very tryly yours,

Shelley L. Heller
County Administrator

SLH: tlt
cc: The County Commissioners of Kent County
The Honorable Jay A. Jacobs
The Honorable Steven J. Arentz
The Honorable Jefferson L. Ghrist
Dr. Mary Boswell-McComas, Superintendent, Kent County Public Schools

R. Clayton Mitchell, Jr. Kent County Government Center
400 High Street, Chestertown, MD 21620 | (410) 778-4600 ext. 4 | kentcounty@kentgov.org | kentcounty.com/government
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The Honorable Guy Guzzone

The Honorable Jim Rosapepe

3 West Miller Senate Office Building

Annapolis, Maryland 21401

Annapolis, MD 21401

RE: SB0843 School Construction — Local Cost-Share - Alterations: SUPPORT

Dear Chair, Vice Chair and Members of the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee:

Hello. | am Alden Swanson, from Chestertown, Maryland and | am a 16-year-old junior who
has gone to Kent County public schools my entire life. Kent County is one of the smallest
and most rural counties in Maryland, and we only have one middle school. When | went to
that school, | thought that the creaky ceilings, mold infestations, and leaking sinks were
normal. | thought that not having any windows in some of my classrooms was how it was
everywhere, and so did everyone at my school. We accepted and dealt with our frankly
disgusting environment because it was all we knew.

| began to realize that this wasn’t normal when | started going to other schools for band
competitions in high school. | was in awe of the state-of-the-art buildings that kids got to
learn in every day—the big windows, the tall ceilings, the vast libraries. They looked
completely different from anything I’d ever imagined a school to look like, and | couldn’t
help but think, “Why can’t we have this?”

Kent County may be small, but we deserve a comfortable, functional, and safe building to
learn in. Imagine if you, committee members, went to work and had to dodge water
dripping from the ceiling as you walked through the halls, had to steer clear of a room that
had a mold infestation, and were told that you weren’t allowed to use the bathroom
because the pipes were clogged. This is the reality of being a student at our current middle
school. My little brother has had to stay home from school multiple times this year
because of issues that I’ve mentioned in the building. That doesn’t sound like anything
close to an acceptable learning environment to me.

If you are truly dedicated to the education of the children of Maryland, | ask you to support
a positive recommendation for this bill so my little brother and all of the Kent County
Middle School students can learn in a safe and welcoming environment.

Thank you,
Alden Swanson
Chestertown, MD
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Testimony in Support of SB0843

02/25/2025

SB0843 School Construction - Local Cost-Share - Alterations

Dear Chairman Guzzone and Members of the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee:

I am writing today to express my strong support of bill SB0843 - sponsored by Delegates Jacobs, Ghrist,
and Arentz, and Senator Hershey. This bill requests that an adjustment is made for the local cost-share
for school construction projections under certain circumstances.

Kent County Middle School serves all of Kent County with a high population of students who qualify for
free or reduced price meals. The current state cost share for public school construction for Kent County is
designated as 50%, leaving our small county of 22,000 to cover about $45 million to build a new school.
This is about 3/4 of Kent County's entire yearly budget. Unfortunately, we know this project literally cannot
happen without an increase in support from the state.

In past years, the state has granted counties in similar situations a much higher percentage of costs. Kent
County has 86% of students qualifying for CEP. Caroline County, with 85% CEP, was granted 94% from
the state for eligible costs. Wicomico, with 77% CEP, was granted 98% from the state.

Kent County Middle School was built in 1946. That was 79 years ago, the year World War |l ended, the
same year the world’s first general-service computer was introduced to the world.

We cannot expect our children to thrive when they are trying to learn in a building that is almost 80 years
old and is crumbling around them. There are leaks in the roof, rooms without windows, and no spaces
designed to accommodate and support the pedagogical advancements of the past 80 years. It looks and
feels like a bunker. How can our students learn to prepare for the future when their school is a relic of the
past?

Our kids and teachers need a new building—one that reflects the fact that we are living in the 21st
century. Our community needs this school. But we do not have the funds to pay for it because our county
is small and our budgets are as well. It is an injustice of our forward-thinking state to leave Kent County
students behind and to continue to forfeit their futures because our county is unable to fund a new school
building. Kids deserve a healthy, safe and welcoming school building that inspires learning, no matter
where they’re from.

Please advocate for our often overlooked and undervalued students by voting favorably on SB0843 to
give them the best environment for success.

Sincerely,

Alexis Fitzgerald
21375 E Sharp St
Rock Hall, Md 21661
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Testimony in Support of SB0843

02/27/2025

SB0843 School Construction - Local Cost-Share - Alterations

Dear Chairman Guzzone and Members of the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee:

I am writing today to express my strong support of bill SB0843 - sponsored by Delegates Jacobs, Ghrist,
and Arentz, and Senator Hershey. This bill requests that an adjustment is made for the local cost-share
for school construction projections under certain circumstances.

I worked in this school as a 6th grade teacher for 9 years. One of my entire classroom walls would turn
into a waterfall every time we had a heavy snow because a drain on the roof would clog. The entire
bulletin board would get soaked and ruin everything on the board and over 100 student notebooks in
storage underneath. One of my co-teachers on the second floor had a hole in her floor and we could see
the classroom below hers. The tower for the boiler room had a huge bat infestation (and bat feces caries
major dangerous diseases). All of the lockers are covered in rust. Teachers and students get sick from
mold in the building. The doors are wooden and have large glass windows which are not safe in the
extreme case of an intruder or active shooter. There no separate auditorium or gymnasium so students
have to use a single space and work out a schedule to practice basketball as well as a school play. There
are not enough outlets for technology nor are there spaces to create makers-spaces or stem activities
which today’s learners need. The library can’t use a portion of shelves because of a constant leak in the
roof.

Kent County Middle School serves all of Kent County with a high population of students who qualify for
free or reduced price meals. The current state cost share for public school construction for Kent County is
designated as 50%, leaving our small county of 22,000 to cover about $45 million to build a new school.
This is about 3/4 of Kent County's entire yearly budget. Unfortunately, we know this project literally cannot
happen without an increase in support from the state.

In past years, the state has granted counties in similar situations a much higher percentage of costs. Kent
County has 86% of students qualifying for CEP. Caroline County, with 85% CEP, was granted 94% from
the state for eligible costs. Wicomico, with 77% CEP, was granted 98% from the state.

Kent County Middle School was built in 1946. That was 79 years ago, the year World War |l ended, the
same year the world’s first general-service computer was introduced to the world.

We cannot expect our children to thrive when they are trying to learn in a building that is almost 80 years
old and is crumbling around them. There are leaks in the roof, rooms without windows, and no spaces
designed to accommodate and support the pedagogical advancements of the past 80 years. It looks and
feels like a bunker. How can our students learn to prepare for the future when their school is a relic of the
past?

Our kids and teachers need a new building—one that reflects the fact that we are living in the 21st
century. Our community needs this school. But we do not have the funds to pay for it because our county
is small and our budgets are as well. It is an injustice of our forward-thinking state to leave Kent County



students behind and to continue to forfeit their futures because our county is unable to fund a new school
building. Kids deserve a healthy, safe and welcoming school building that inspires learning, no matter
where they’re from.

Please advocate for our often overlooked and undervalued students by voting favorably on SB0843 to
give them the best environment for success.

Sincerely,

Amelia Markosian
209 Devon Drive
21620
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Testimony in Support of SB0843

02/25/2025

SB0843 School Construction - Local Cost-Share - Alterations

Dear Chairman Guzzone and Members of the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee:

I am writing today to express my strong support of bill SB0843 - sponsored by Delegates Jacobs, Ghrist,
and Arentz, and Senator Hershey. This bill requests that an adjustment is made for the local cost-share
for school construction projections under certain circumstances.

Kent County Middle School serves all of Kent County with a high population of students who qualify for
free or reduced price meals. The current state cost share for public school construction for Kent County is
designated as 50%, leaving our small county of 22,000 to cover about $45 million to build a new school.
This is about 3/4 of Kent County's entire yearly budget. Unfortunately, we know this project literally cannot
happen without an increase in support from the state.

In past years, the state has granted counties in similar situations a much higher percentage of costs. Kent
County has 86% of students qualifying for CEP. Caroline County, with 85% CEP, was granted 94% from
the state for eligible costs. Wicomico, with 77% CEP, was granted 98% from the state.

Kent County Middle School was built in 1946. That was 79 years ago, the year World War |l ended, the
same year the world’s first general-service computer was introduced to the world.

We cannot expect our children to thrive when they are trying to learn in a building that is almost 80 years
old and is crumbling around them. There are leaks in the roof, rooms without windows, and no spaces
designed to accommodate and support the pedagogical advancements of the past 80 years. It looks and
feels like a bunker. How can our students learn to prepare for the future when their school is a relic of the
past?

Our kids and teachers need a new building—one that reflects the fact that we are living in the 21st
century. Our community needs this school. But we do not have the funds to pay for it because our county
is small and our budgets are as well. It is an injustice of our forward-thinking state to leave Kent County
students behind and to continue to forfeit their futures because our county is unable to fund a new school
building. Kids deserve a healthy, safe and welcoming school building that inspires learning, no matter
where they’re from.

Please advocate for our often overlooked and undervalued students by voting favorably on SB0843 to
give them the best environment for success.

Sincerely,

Amanda Schnaithmann
6802 Broad Neck Rd
Chestertown, MD 21620
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Testimony in Support of SB0843

02/26/2025

SB0843 School Construction - Local Cost-Share - Alterations

Dear Chairman Guzzone and Members of the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee:

I am writing today to express my strong support of bill SB0843 - sponsored by Delegates Jacobs, Ghrist,
and Arentz, and Senator Hershey. This bill requests that an adjustment is made for the local cost-share
for school construction projections under certain circumstances.

Kent County Middle School serves all of Kent County with a high population of students who qualify for
free or reduced price meals. The current state cost share for public school construction for Kent County is
designated as 50%, leaving our small county of 22,000 to cover about $45 million to build a new school.
This is about 3/4 of Kent County's entire yearly budget. Unfortunately, we know this project literally cannot
happen without an increase in support from the state.

In past years, the state has granted counties in similar situations a much higher percentage of costs. Kent
County has 86% of students qualifying for CEP. Caroline County, with 85% CEP, was granted 94% from
the state for eligible costs. Wicomico, with 77% CEP, was granted 98% from the state.

Kent County Middle School was built in 1946. That was 79 years ago, the year World War |l ended, the
same year the world’s first general-service computer was introduced to the world.

We cannot expect our children to thrive when they are trying to learn in a building that is almost 80 years
old and is crumbling around them. There are leaks in the roof, rooms without windows, and no spaces
designed to accommodate and support the pedagogical advancements of the past 80 years. It looks and
feels like a bunker. How can our students learn to prepare for the future when their school is a relic of the
past?

Our kids and teachers need a new building—one that reflects the fact that we are living in the 21st
century. Our community needs this school. But we do not have the funds to pay for it because our county
is small and our budgets are as well. It is an injustice of our forward-thinking state to leave Kent County
students behind and to continue to forfeit their futures because our county is unable to fund a new school
building. Kids deserve a healthy, safe and welcoming school building that inspires learning, no matter
where they’re from.

Please advocate for our often overlooked and undervalued students by voting favorably on SB0843 to
give them the best environment for success.

Sincerely,

Amy Crouch

115 EIm Street
Chestertown, MD 21620
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Testimony in Support of SB0843

02/28/2025

SB0843 School Construction - Local Cost-Share - Alterations

Dear Chairman Guzzone and Members of the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee:

I am writing today to express my strong support of bill SB0843 - sponsored by Delegates Jacobs, Ghrist,
and Arentz, and Senator Hershey. This bill requests that an adjustment is made for the local cost-share
for school construction projections under certain circumstances.

| want a better middle school environment for my grandchildren who will attend Kent Co schools (4 years
old and 9 months old boys)

Kent County Middle School serves all of Kent County with a high population of students who qualify for
free or reduced price meals. The current state cost share for public school construction for Kent County is
designated as 50%, leaving our small county of 22,000 to cover about $45 million to build a new school.
This is about 3/4 of Kent County's entire yearly budget. Unfortunately, we know this project literally cannot
happen without an increase in support from the state.

In past years, the state has granted counties in similar situations a much higher percentage of costs. Kent
County has 86% of students qualifying for CEP. Caroline County, with 85% CEP, was granted 94% from
the state for eligible costs. Wicomico, with 77% CEP, was granted 98% from the state.

Kent County Middle School was built in 1946. That was 79 years ago, the year World War |l ended, the
same year the world’s first general-service computer was introduced to the world.

We cannot expect our children to thrive when they are trying to learn in a building that is almost 80 years
old and is crumbling around them. There are leaks in the roof, rooms without windows, and no spaces
designed to accommodate and support the pedagogical advancements of the past 80 years. It looks and
feels like a bunker. How can our students learn to prepare for the future when their school is a relic of the
past?

Our kids and teachers need a new building—one that reflects the fact that we are living in the 21st
century. Our community needs this school. But we do not have the funds to pay for it because our county
is small and our budgets are as well. It is an injustice of our forward-thinking state to leave Kent County
students behind and to continue to forfeit their futures because our county is unable to fund a new school
building. Kids deserve a healthy, safe and welcoming school building that inspires learning, no matter
where they’re from.

Please advocate for our often overlooked and undervalued students by voting favorably on SB0843 to
give them the best environment for success.

Sincerely,
Ann Reid
23264 Clarissa Rd



21620
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Testimony in Support of SB0843

02/25/2025

SB0843 School Construction - Local Cost-Share - Alterations

Dear Chairman Guzzone and Members of the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee:

I am writing today to express my strong support of bill SB0843 - sponsored by Delegates Jacobs, Ghrist,
and Arentz, and Senator Hershey. This bill requests that an adjustment is made for the local cost-share
for school construction projections under certain circumstances.

I am both a teacher in our county and a parent of a previous middle schooler and current middle school
student. As president of Kent County Teachers Association, | was involved in helping staff during several
different issues related to workplace health and safety -- primarily related to the lack of staff only
bathrooms upstairs because of sewage issues and many respiratory related concerns due to interior
classrooms with no windows and an aging HVAC system. KCMS is the first of several school buildings in
our system that need to be replaced and have suffered for many years because of this unfair funding and
cost-share scenario. As a parent, both of my students have come home to relay information to me about
the building and its poor conditions. This year my son has missed three days due to water and plumbing
issues. Even now, the area where there has been a "repair" outside of the school still seems in disrepair
and has disrupted the sidewalk--making it unsafe for anyone with potential physical limitations.

Kent County Middle School serves all of Kent County with a high population of students who qualify for
free or reduced price meals. The current state cost share for public school construction for Kent County is
designated as 50%, leaving our small county of 22,000 to cover about $45 million to build a new school.
This is about 3/4 of Kent County's entire yearly budget. Unfortunately, we know this project literally cannot
happen without an increase in support from the state.

In past years, the state has granted counties in similar situations a much higher percentage of costs. Kent
County has 86% of students qualifying for CEP. Caroline County, with 85% CEP, was granted 94% from
the state for eligible costs. Wicomico, with 77% CEP, was granted 98% from the state.

Kent County Middle School was built in 1946. That was 79 years ago, the year World War |l ended, the
same year the world’s first general-service computer was introduced to the world.

We cannot expect our children to thrive when they are trying to learn in a building that is almost 80 years
old and is crumbling around them. There are leaks in the roof, rooms without windows, and no spaces
designed to accommodate and support the pedagogical advancements of the past 80 years. It looks and
feels like a bunker. How can our students learn to prepare for the future when their school is a relic of the
past?

Our kids and teachers need a new building—one that reflects the fact that we are living in the 21st
century. Our community needs this school. But we do not have the funds to pay for it because our county
is small and our budgets are as well. It is an injustice of our forward-thinking state to leave Kent County
students behind and to continue to forfeit their futures because our county is unable to fund a new school



building. Kids deserve a healthy, safe and welcoming school building that inspires learning, no matter
where they’re from.

Please advocate for our often overlooked and undervalued students by voting favorably on SB0843 to
give them the best environment for success.

Sincerely,

Ashlee Langer

367 Cypress Street
Millington, MD 21651
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Testimony in Support of SB0843

02/25/2025

SB0843 School Construction - Local Cost-Share - Alterations

Dear Chairman Guzzone and Members of the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee:

I am writing today to express my strong support of bill SB0843 - sponsored by Delegates Jacobs, Ghrist,
and Arentz, and Senator Hershey. This bill requests that an adjustment is made for the local cost-share
for school construction projections under certain circumstances.

As a local business owner and a parent of a 7 year old who will be going to the public middle school, |
know it is vital to our county that a new middle school be built soon. The state of the current building is
horrible, students and teachers cannot be expected to thrive in the current building. And our community
suffers in so many ways when we cannot give them a school to be proud of. Please help us with
additional funding from the state so we can get this school built!

Kent County Middle School serves all of Kent County with a high population of students who qualify for
free or reduced price meals. The current state cost share for public school construction for Kent County is
designated as 50%, leaving our small county of 22,000 to cover about $45 million to build a new school.
This is about 3/4 of Kent County's entire yearly budget. Unfortunately, we know this project literally cannot
happen without an increase in support from the state.

In past years, the state has granted counties in similar situations a much higher percentage of costs. Kent
County has 86% of students qualifying for CEP. Caroline County, with 85% CEP, was granted 94% from
the state for eligible costs. Wicomico, with 77% CEP, was granted 98% from the state.

Kent County Middle School was built in 1946. That was 79 years ago, the year World War |l ended, the
same year the world’s first general-service computer was introduced to the world.

We cannot expect our children to thrive when they are trying to learn in a building that is almost 80 years
old and is crumbling around them. There are leaks in the roof, rooms without windows, and no spaces
designed to accommodate and support the pedagogical advancements of the past 80 years. It looks and
feels like a bunker. How can our students learn to prepare for the future when their school is a relic of the
past?

Our kids and teachers need a new building—one that reflects the fact that we are living in the 21st
century. Our community needs this school. But we do not have the funds to pay for it because our county
is small and our budgets are as well. It is an injustice of our forward-thinking state to leave Kent County
students behind and to continue to forfeit their futures because our county is unable to fund a new school
building. Kids deserve a healthy, safe and welcoming school building that inspires learning, no matter
where they’re from.

Please advocate for our often overlooked and undervalued students by voting favorably on SB0843 to
give them the best environment for success.



Sincerely,

Brandywine White

401 Cannon Street
Chestertown, MD, 21620



Testimony in Support of SB0843 - Christina Stone.p
Uploaded by: Christina Stone
Position: FAV



Testimony in Support of SB0843

02/25/2025

SB0843 School Construction - Local Cost-Share - Alterations

Dear Chairman Guzzone and Members of the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee:

I am writing today to express my strong support of bill SB0843 - sponsored by Delegates Jacobs, Ghrist,
and Arentz, and Senator Hershey. This bill requests that an adjustment is made for the local cost-share
for school construction projections under certain circumstances.

My child has missed multiple days of school due to plumbing issues due to the age of the building.

Kent County Middle School serves all of Kent County with a high population of students who qualify for
free or reduced price meals. The current state cost share for public school construction for Kent County is
designated as 50%, leaving our small county of 22,000 to cover about $45 million to build a new school.
This is about 3/4 of Kent County's entire yearly budget. Unfortunately, we know this project literally cannot
happen without an increase in support from the state.

In past years, the state has granted counties in similar situations a much higher percentage of costs. Kent
County has 86% of students qualifying for CEP. Caroline County, with 85% CEP, was granted 94% from
the state for eligible costs. Wicomico, with 77% CEP, was granted 98% from the state.

Kent County Middle School was built in 1946. That was 79 years ago, the year World War |l ended, the
same year the world’s first general-service computer was introduced to the world.

We cannot expect our children to thrive when they are trying to learn in a building that is almost 80 years
old and is crumbling around them. There are leaks in the roof, rooms without windows, and no spaces
designed to accommodate and support the pedagogical advancements of the past 80 years. It looks and
feels like a bunker. How can our students learn to prepare for the future when their school is a relic of the
past?

Our kids and teachers need a new building—one that reflects the fact that we are living in the 21st
century. Our community needs this school. But we do not have the funds to pay for it because our county
is small and our budgets are as well. It is an injustice of our forward-thinking state to leave Kent County
students behind and to continue to forfeit their futures because our county is unable to fund a new school
building. Kids deserve a healthy, safe and welcoming school building that inspires learning, no matter
where they’re from.

Please advocate for our often overlooked and undervalued students by voting favorably on SB0843 to
give them the best environment for success.

Sincerely,

Christina Stone

3 Wheeler Ave.
Betterton, MD 21610
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Testimony in Support of SB0843

02/26/2025

SB0843 School Construction - Local Cost-Share - Alterations

Dear Chairman Guzzone and Members of the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee:

I am writing today to express my strong support of bill SB0843 - sponsored by Delegates Jacobs, Ghrist,
and Arentz, and Senator Hershey. This bill requests that an adjustment is made for the local cost-share
for school construction projections under certain circumstances.

Kent County Middle School serves all of Kent County with a high population of students who qualify for
free or reduced price meals. The current state cost share for public school construction for Kent County is
designated as 50%, leaving our small county of 22,000 to cover about $45 million to build a new school.
This is about 3/4 of Kent County's entire yearly budget. Unfortunately, we know this project literally cannot
happen without an increase in support from the state.

In past years, the state has granted counties in similar situations a much higher percentage of costs. Kent
County has 86% of students qualifying for CEP. Caroline County, with 85% CEP, was granted 94% from
the state for eligible costs. Wicomico, with 77% CEP, was granted 98% from the state.

Kent County Middle School was built in 1946. That was 79 years ago, the year World War |l ended, the
same year the world’s first general-service computer was introduced to the world.

We cannot expect our children to thrive when they are trying to learn in a building that is almost 80 years
old and is crumbling around them. There are leaks in the roof, rooms without windows, and no spaces
designed to accommodate and support the pedagogical advancements of the past 80 years. It looks and
feels like a bunker. How can our students learn to prepare for the future when their school is a relic of the
past?

Our kids and teachers need a new building—one that reflects the fact that we are living in the 21st
century. Our community needs this school. But we do not have the funds to pay for it because our county
is small and our budgets are as well. It is an injustice of our forward-thinking state to leave Kent County
students behind and to continue to forfeit their futures because our county is unable to fund a new school
building. Kids deserve a healthy, safe and welcoming school building that inspires learning, no matter
where they’re from.

Please advocate for our often overlooked and undervalued students by voting favorably on SB0843 to
give them the best environment for success.

Sincerely,
Christine Clark
25576 Clark Rd.
Worton, MD 21678
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Testimony in Support of SB0843

02/25/2025

SB0843 School Construction - Local Cost-Share - Alterations

Dear Chairman Guzzone and Members of the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee:

I am writing today to express my strong support of bill SB0843 - sponsored by Delegates Jacobs, Ghrist,
and Arentz, and Senator Hershey. This bill requests that an adjustment is made for the local cost-share
for school construction projections under certain circumstances.

| have taught at KCMS for 2 years now and we have missed more days for school building malfunctions,
than weather related incidents. My students are constantly having to lose instruction because of the
condition of the building. Enough is enough. My grandparents, who are 80+ years old, graduated from the
same building in which their GREAT GRANDCHILD is about to enter school. At what point is this taken
seriously? The fact of the matter is that Kent county CANNOT afford to make this building on their own,
without your help, the building is going to continue to crumble around us. | refuse to be sending my own
(non existent) children to this building in 15+ years. Please help us!

Kent County Middle School serves all of Kent County with a high population of students who qualify for
free or reduced price meals. The current state cost share for public school construction for Kent County is
designated as 50%, leaving our small county of 22,000 to cover about $45 million to build a new school.
This is about 3/4 of Kent County's entire yearly budget. Unfortunately, we know this project literally cannot
happen without an increase in support from the state.

In past years, the state has granted counties in similar situations a much higher percentage of costs. Kent
County has 86% of students qualifying for CEP. Caroline County, with 85% CEP, was granted 94% from
the state for eligible costs. Wicomico, with 77% CEP, was granted 98% from the state.

Kent County Middle School was built in 1946. That was 79 years ago, the year World War |l ended, the
same year the world’s first general-service computer was introduced to the world.

We cannot expect our children to thrive when they are trying to learn in a building that is almost 80 years
old and is crumbling around them. There are leaks in the roof, rooms without windows, and no spaces
designed to accommodate and support the pedagogical advancements of the past 80 years. It looks and
feels like a bunker. How can our students learn to prepare for the future when their school is a relic of the
past?

Our kids and teachers need a new building—one that reflects the fact that we are living in the 21st
century. Our community needs this school. But we do not have the funds to pay for it because our county
is small and our budgets are as well. It is an injustice of our forward-thinking state to leave Kent County
students behind and to continue to forfeit their futures because our county is unable to fund a new school
building. Kids deserve a healthy, safe and welcoming school building that inspires learning, no matter
where they’re from.



Please advocate for our often overlooked and undervalued students by voting favorably on SB0843 to
give them the best environment for success.

Sincerely,

Cynthia Cooke

200 Oak Street
Centreville, MD 21617
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Kent County Public Schools

Feb. 28,2025

The Honorable Guy Guzzone

The Honorable Jim Rosapepe

3 West Miller Senate Office Building
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
Annapolis, MD 21401

RE: Support for SB0843 School Construction - Local Cost-Share - Alterations
Dear Chair, Vice Chair and Members of the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee,

[ am writing to you today as a parent in full support of Senate Bill 0843: School
Construction - Local Cost-Share - Alterations. Passage of this bill before you is an
absolute imperative for Kent County Public Schools, its students and staff, and my
community.

My wife and I have two sons, the older is a third-grader at Henry Highland Garnet
Elementary School in Chestertown and is possibly on his way to being an
astrophysicist and his younger brother will be a first-grader at Garnet next year
and hopes to specialize in veterinary medicine for injured endangered sea turtles,
in his words: "a turtle doctor."

Something a lot of people don't realize about Kent County — we have only five
public schools. Three elementary schools, a middle school and a high school.

So we have only one middle school serving all families in Kent County. And that
building is old and failing. But we don't have the same option as families in
Maryland's metropolitan areas who can opt for a different middle school nearby or
enter a lottery for a coveted high-performing school in the same city or county.

If my wife and I choose to send our children to a different middle school when the
time comes, it will be either at great expense to us for private school tuition or by
leaving the community that is our home and finding jobs elsewhere.

Either choice is also detrimental to our school system. We would be another family

contributing to declining enrollment, and the state and county funding to Kent
County Public Schools would decrease as a result.
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More so, [ don't want to move. My family doesn't want to move. And we shouldn't
have to.

The state funding formula was created with the best intentions — like all public
policy. An issue needed to be addressed. State leaders took charge and created a
plan that sought to fix the problem.

But like nearly every one-size-fits-all policy, there are outliers that are actually
hurt instead of helped.

The school construction formula shows Kent County to be wealthy. We have a lot
of waterfront land, so that tracks. Meanwhile, another formula shows that we have
so much poverty among our school population that every child receives free
breakfast and lunch and access to various wraparound services such as
Community Schools, Judy Centers and Title I resources.

Two things can be true at the same time. In this case, the wrong formula is being
applied to our middle school project.

There's no hiding the significant cost for a middle school — especially with only a
50/50 split in state funding — in Kent County's annual budget totaling around $60
million. Nor is there any way of distributing the cost share equitably among the
less than 20,000 people who live in Kent County. Please think about that for a
moment — 20,000 people. You can fit more than three times our entire county
population in M&T Bank Stadium.

And we haven't asked the state for a new school in 50 years — while we have
tightened and tightened and tightened budgets and closed schools and
consolidated roles and added responsibilities all in an effort to keep our schools

going.

Please help my community and support SB0843. My children and every other child
in Kent County deserve to attend a middle school that would offer them the kind of
education Maryland strives to provide for its next generation of leaders in every
field.

Respectfully,

Daniel Divilio
ddivilio@kent.k12.md.us
Chestertown

5608 Boundary Ave., Rock Hall, MD 21661 | Phone: 410-778-1595 | Fax: 410-778-6193
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BY THE

DEPT. OF LEGISLATIVE
SB0843/193728/1 STACE:

26 FEB 25
16:58:26

BY: Senator Hershey

(To be offered in the Budget and Taxation Committee)

AMENDMENT TO SENATE BILL 843
(First Reading File Bill)

On page 2, in line 18, strike “A SCHOOL THAT IS” and substitute “THE”; in line
19, strike “AN”; and in the same line, after “SCHOOL” insert “IN THE COUNTY".

On page 3, in line 17, after “2025.” insert “It shall remain effective for a period of
3 years and, at the end of June 30, 2028, this Act. with no further action required by the
General Assembly, shall be abrogated and of no further force and effect.”.
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STEPHEN S. HERSHEY, JR.
Legislative District 36
Caroline, Cecil, Kent, and
Queen Annc’s Counties

James Senate Office Building
11 Bladen Street, Room 423
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
410-841-3639 - 301-858-3639

800-492-7122 Ext. 3639
Fax 410-841-3762 - 301-858-3762
Steve.Hershey@senate.state.md. us

MivorrTy LEADER

Finance Committee

Executive Nominations Committee THE SENATE OF MARYLAND
Rules Committee ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401

Joint Committee on Legislative Ethics

Legislative Policy Committee

The Honorable Guy Guzzone
Budget and Taxation Committee
3 West Miller Senate Office Building

RE: Senate Bill 843- School Construction — Local Cost-Share - Alterations

Dear Chairman and Members of the Committee,
Senate Bill 843 alters the local and State cost share of school construction under the following criteria.

® The percentage of students in the county eligible for free or reduced-price meals is greater than
the statewide average.

* Allschools in the county participate in the U.S. Department of Agriculture Community Eligibility
Provisions. Kent County is one of seven counties in which all its schools participate.
® The state and local cost share must be 50% State and 50% local.
- ® The eligible project must be a school that is the only elementary, middle, or high school in the
’ county. Kent county is.the only county with one middle or high school.

Kent Couhty is the only county that will meet all the bill’s criteria and will put the County in a better
position to move forward with the approved replacement of the county’s only middle school. This
middle school was built in 1950 and last renovated in 1976.

I have an amendment in file that will put a three-year sunset and narrows the language down to a
county that only has one middle school and one high school in the county.

Senate Bill 843 is supported by the Kent County Commissioners and the Kent County Board of Education.
I ask for your favorable consideration of Senate.Bill 843. :
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Testimony in Support of SB0843

02/25/2025

SB0843 School Construction - Local Cost-Share - Alterations

Dear Chairman Guzzone and Members of the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee:

I am writing today to express my strong support of bill SB0843 - sponsored by Delegates Jacobs, Ghrist,
and Arentz, and Senator Hershey. This bill requests that an adjustment is made for the local cost-share
for school construction projections under certain circumstances.

Kent County Middle School serves all of Kent County with a high population of students who qualify for
free or reduced price meals. The current state cost share for public school construction for Kent County is
designated as 50%, leaving our small county of 22,000 to cover about $45 million to build a new school.
This is about 3/4 of Kent County's entire yearly budget. Unfortunately, we know this project literally cannot
happen without an increase in support from the state.

In past years, the state has granted counties in similar situations a much higher percentage of costs. Kent
County has 86% of students qualifying for CEP. Caroline County, with 85% CEP, was granted 94% from
the state for eligible costs. Wicomico, with 77% CEP, was granted 98% from the state.

Kent County Middle School was built in 1946. That was 79 years ago, the year World War |l ended, the
same year the world’s first general-service computer was introduced to the world.

We cannot expect our children to thrive when they are trying to learn in a building that is almost 80 years
old and is crumbling around them. There are leaks in the roof, rooms without windows, and no spaces
designed to accommodate and support the pedagogical advancements of the past 80 years. It looks and
feels like a bunker. How can our students learn to prepare for the future when their school is a relic of the
past?

Our kids and teachers need a new building—one that reflects the fact that we are living in the 21st
century. Our community needs this school. But we do not have the funds to pay for it because our county
is small and our budgets are as well. It is an injustice of our forward-thinking state to leave Kent County
students behind and to continue to forfeit their futures because our county is unable to fund a new school
building. Kids deserve a healthy, safe and welcoming school building that inspires learning, no matter
where they’re from.

Please advocate for our often overlooked and undervalued students by voting favorably on SB0843 to
give them the best environment for success.

Sincerely,

David Dierker

8306 Beaver Ct
Chestertown, MD 21620
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KENT COUNTY MIDDLE SCHOOL

Senate Bill 843 - School Construction — Local Cost—Share — Alterations
Senate Budget and Taxation Committee

David Lever, AIA D.Arch, Educational Facilities Planning LLC

March 4, 2025

| wish to offer testimony in support of Senate Bill 843, School Construction — Local Cost-Share —
Alterations. Since 2017, | have assisted the Board of Education of Kent County with a range of facility
planning matters. Based on a Facilities Master Plan approved by the Board in early 2018, the school
system has carried out much-needed facility improvements, including security vestibules at every school,
roof and mechanical system replacements, and targeted renovations at two elementary schools. The
Board and Superintendent have demonstrated that they are responsible stewards of State and local
funds, accomplishing these projects within budget and at a high level of quality.

While four out of five of the instructional buildings in Kent County are now better positioned to support
contemporary learning approaches, the Kent County Middle School facility remains virtually untouched.
The original 1950 building was last renovated in 1976. In October 2023 the Board of Education approved
replacement of this facility on the existing site in Chestertown. The Board of County Commissioners
supports the project, and the Interagency Commission on School Construction has granted Planning
Approval as well as design funds through the Built to Learn Act and the Capital Improvement Program.
The school system has worked closely with the Maryland Stadium Authority on procurement of
architectural/engineering services and construction management services. Design is how well underway,
with an anticipated bid date at the end of this calendar year. Working closely with Superintendent
McComas and her staff, the project design team has sought every possible means to reduce the size and
cost of the facility. This research continues, and it may eventually require removing program elements
that are important in a middle school instructional program.

This critical project concerns equity of access to education. Since Kent County Middle School is the
only middle school in the county, the deficiencies of the building affect the education of every public
school student during their formative early adolescent years, when their attachments to educational
achievement and to their communities are being shaped. The current facility presents many barriers to
effective education, including:

o Deficiency of instructional and support spaces: A complete absence of full, purpose-designed
science laboratories, numerous classrooms without acoustic isolation, a lack of spaces for instruction
for students with special needs, the absence of teacher planning spaces, and an art room without
natural daylighting. At a time when emphasis is placed on STEM and STEAM instruction and on
instruction for students with special needs, these deficiencies translate to significant impediments for
the students of Kent County.

e Accessibility: The building does not meet Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements. It has
no accessible toilet for either students or staff, has no elevator to the second floor, and the front
entrance is not ADA accessible. It has a single accessible route from parking to the ground floor.
These deficiencies present serious barriers to students, staff members and visitors with disabilities.

e Circulation: During class changes students must pass through the Library Media Center, music
students pass through the Gymnasium, and maintaining separation of the age groups during lunch
periods requires a convoluted and time-consuming sequence of movements.

e Building performance: The building is not energy efficient and maintenance of the aged building
systems is a drain on the school system budget, diverting much-needed funds from the classroom.
School days have been lost due to failing building systems.

| served as the Executive Director of the Maryland Public School Construction Program from 2003 to
2016. As a lead author of the original regulations under which the State school construction program has
operated since 2007, | understand how serious an issue is involved in any adjustment of long-standing

Educational Facilities Planning LLC
1910 Martins Cove Ct., Annapolis, MD 21409 443-926-2444 (m) / 410-757-1469 (0) edfacplanningLLC@gmail.com



practices for allocating funds. However, the mission of the school construction program has always been
to ensure that no school in Maryland is significantly deficient when compared to those in other
jurisdictions. Kent County Public Schools is the only school system in the state that has not received a
new school from the increase in funding that resulted from the Public School Facilities Act of 2004 and
subsequent legislation. As a result, the school system has among the oldest average square footage of
school space in the state, a situation that has a negative impact on students throughout the county.

To ensure that students in Kent County have the same educational opportunities as their peers in other
Maryland school systems, Kent County Public Schools seeks an exception to the standard State
construction funding percentage. The exception will allow the replacement of Kent County Middle School
to proceed to construction. The bill acknowledges the high level of need among Kent students by using
the USDA Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) as the basis for adjusting the State percentage. Senate
Bill 843 - School Construction — Local Cost—Share — Alterations will address the needs of these students,
and consequently | request the members of the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee to give a
favorable report on this legislation.
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Testimony in Support of SB0843

02/25/2025

SB0843 School Construction - Local Cost-Share - Alterations

Dear Chairman Guzzone and Members of the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee:

I am writing today to express my strong support of bill SB0843 - sponsored by Delegates Jacobs, Ghrist,
and Arentz, and Senator Hershey. This bill requests that an adjustment is made for the local cost-share
for school construction projections under certain circumstances.

Kent County Middle School serves all of Kent County with a high population of students who qualify for
free or reduced price meals. The current state cost share for public school construction for Kent County is
designated as 50%, leaving our small county of 22,000 to cover about $45 million to build a new school.
This is about 3/4 of Kent County's entire yearly budget. Unfortunately, we know this project literally cannot
happen without an increase in support from the state.

In past years, the state has granted counties in similar situations a much higher percentage of costs. Kent
County has 86% of students qualifying for CEP. Caroline County, with 85% CEP, was granted 94% from
the state for eligible costs. Wicomico, with 77% CEP, was granted 98% from the state.

Kent County Middle School was built in 1946. That was 79 years ago, the year World War |l ended, the
same year the world’s first general-service computer was introduced to the world.

We cannot expect our children to thrive when they are trying to learn in a building that is almost 80 years
old and is crumbling around them. There are leaks in the roof, rooms without windows, and no spaces
designed to accommodate and support the pedagogical advancements of the past 80 years. It looks and
feels like a bunker. How can our students learn to prepare for the future when their school is a relic of the
past?

Our kids and teachers need a new building—one that reflects the fact that we are living in the 21st
century. Our community needs this school. But we do not have the funds to pay for it because our county
is small and our budgets are as well. It is an injustice of our forward-thinking state to leave Kent County
students behind and to continue to forfeit their futures because our county is unable to fund a new school
building. Kids deserve a healthy, safe and welcoming school building that inspires learning, no matter
where they’re from.

Please advocate for our often overlooked and undervalued students by voting favorably on SB0843 to
give them the best environment for success.

Sincerely,

Deborah Kidd

8698 Maryland Pkwy
Chestertown, MD 21620
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Testimony in Support of SB0843

02/25/2025

SB0843 School Construction - Local Cost-Share - Alterations

Dear Chairman Guzzone and Members of the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee:

I am writing today to express my strong support of bill SB0843 - sponsored by Delegates Jacobs, Ghrist,
and Arentz, and Senator Hershey. This bill requests that an adjustment is made for the local cost-share
for school construction projections under certain circumstances.

The building has served Kent county well, for many decades, but it's time to replace it.

Kent County Middle School serves all of Kent County with a high population of students who qualify for
free or reduced price meals. The current state cost share for public school construction for Kent County is
designated as 50%, leaving our small county of 22,000 to cover about $45 million to build a new school.
This is about 3/4 of Kent County's entire yearly budget. Unfortunately, we know this project literally cannot
happen without an increase in support from the state.

In past years, the state has granted counties in similar situations a much higher percentage of costs. Kent
County has 86% of students qualifying for CEP. Caroline County, with 85% CEP, was granted 94% from
the state for eligible costs. Wicomico, with 77% CEP, was granted 98% from the state.

Kent County Middle School was built in 1946. That was 79 years ago, the year World War |l ended, the
same year the world’s first general-service computer was introduced to the world.

We cannot expect our children to thrive when they are trying to learn in a building that is almost 80 years
old and is crumbling around them. There are leaks in the roof, rooms without windows, and no spaces
designed to accommodate and support the pedagogical advancements of the past 80 years. It looks and
feels like a bunker. How can our students learn to prepare for the future when their school is a relic of the
past?

Our kids and teachers need a new building—one that reflects the fact that we are living in the 21st
century. Our community needs this school. But we do not have the funds to pay for it because our county
is small and our budgets are as well. It is an injustice of our forward-thinking state to leave Kent County
students behind and to continue to forfeit their futures because our county is unable to fund a new school
building. Kids deserve a healthy, safe and welcoming school building that inspires learning, no matter
where they’re from.

Please advocate for our often overlooked and undervalued students by voting favorably on SB0843 to
give them the best environment for success.

Sincerely,

Doug West

5960 Quaker Neck Landing rd
Chestertown, MD 21620
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Testimony in Support of SB0843

02/26/2025

SB0843 School Construction - Local Cost-Share - Alterations

Dear Chairman Guzzone and Members of the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee:

I am writing today to express my strong support of bill SB0843 - sponsored by Delegates Jacobs, Ghrist,
and Arentz, and Senator Hershey. This bill requests that an adjustment is made for the local cost-share
for school construction projections under certain circumstances.

Kent County Middle School serves all of Kent County with a high population of students who qualify for
free or reduced price meals. The current state cost share for public school construction for Kent County is
designated as 50%, leaving our small county of 22,000 to cover about $45 million to build a new school.
This is about 3/4 of Kent County's entire yearly budget. Unfortunately, we know this project literally cannot
happen without an increase in support from the state.

In past years, the state has granted counties in similar situations a much higher percentage of costs. Kent
County has 86% of students qualifying for CEP. Caroline County, with 85% CEP, was granted 94% from
the state for eligible costs. Wicomico, with 77% CEP, was granted 98% from the state.

Kent County Middle School was built in 1946. That was 79 years ago, the year World War |l ended, the
same year the world’s first general-service computer was introduced to the world.

We cannot expect our children to thrive when they are trying to learn in a building that is almost 80 years
old and is crumbling around them. There are leaks in the roof, rooms without windows, and no spaces
designed to accommodate and support the pedagogical advancements of the past 80 years. It looks and
feels like a bunker. How can our students learn to prepare for the future when their school is a relic of the
past?

Our kids and teachers need a new building—one that reflects the fact that we are living in the 21st
century. Our community needs this school. But we do not have the funds to pay for it because our county
is small and our budgets are as well. It is an injustice of our forward-thinking state to leave Kent County
students behind and to continue to forfeit their futures because our county is unable to fund a new school
building. Kids deserve a healthy, safe and welcoming school building that inspires learning, no matter
where they’re from.

Please advocate for our often overlooked and undervalued students by voting favorably on SB0843 to
give them the best environment for success.

Sincerely,

Emily Genther

310 Devon Drive
Chestertown, MD 21620
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Testimony in Support of SB0843

02/25/2025

SB0843 School Construction - Local Cost-Share - Alterations

Dear Chairman Guzzone and Members of the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee:

I am writing today to express my strong support of bill SB0843 - sponsored by Delegates Jacobs, Ghrist,
and Arentz, and Senator Hershey. This bill requests that an adjustment is made for the local cost-share
for school construction projections under certain circumstances.

Kent County Middle School serves all of Kent County with a high population of students who qualify for
free or reduced price meals. The current state cost share for public school construction for Kent County is
designated as 50%, leaving our small county of 22,000 to cover about $45 million to build a new school.
This is about 3/4 of Kent County's entire yearly budget. Unfortunately, we know this project literally cannot
happen without an increase in support from the state.

In past years, the state has granted counties in similar situations a much higher percentage of costs. Kent
County has 86% of students qualifying for CEP. Caroline County, with 85% CEP, was granted 94% from
the state for eligible costs. Wicomico, with 77% CEP, was granted 98% from the state.

Kent County Middle School was built in 1946. That was 79 years ago, the year World War |l ended, the
same year the world’s first general-service computer was introduced to the world.

We cannot expect our children to thrive when they are trying to learn in a building that is almost 80 years
old and is crumbling around them. There are leaks in the roof, rooms without windows, and no spaces
designed to accommodate and support the pedagogical advancements of the past 80 years. It looks and
feels like a bunker. How can our students learn to prepare for the future when their school is a relic of the
past?

Our kids and teachers need a new building—one that reflects the fact that we are living in the 21st
century. Our community needs this school. But we do not have the funds to pay for it because our county
is small and our budgets are as well. It is an injustice of our forward-thinking state to leave Kent County
students behind and to continue to forfeit their futures because our county is unable to fund a new school
building. Kids deserve a healthy, safe and welcoming school building that inspires learning, no matter
where they’re from.

Please advocate for our often overlooked and undervalued students by voting favorably on SB0843 to
give them the best environment for success.

Sincerely,

Francoise Sullivan

12188 Still Pond Creek Road
Worton, MD 21678
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Testimony in Support of SB0843

02/25/2025

SB0843 School Construction - Local Cost-Share - Alterations

Dear Chairman Guzzone and Members of the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee:

I am writing today to express my strong support of bill SB0843 - sponsored by Delegates Jacobs, Ghrist,
and Arentz, and Senator Hershey. This bill requests that an adjustment is made for the local cost-share
for school construction projections under certain circumstances.

Please consider supporting this funding for the only Middle School in our small County. | attended that
school as well as my 10th grader, current 7th grader and in the future my 3rd and 4th grader. | will be 49
on the 28th so that tells you it's been a long time. As much as | love being able to walk those halls
again,but this time with my children, it desperately needs updating.

Kent County Middle School serves all of Kent County with a high population of students who qualify for
free or reduced price meals. The current state cost share for public school construction for Kent County is
designated as 50%, leaving our small county of 22,000 to cover about $45 million to build a new school.
This is about 3/4 of Kent County's entire yearly budget. Unfortunately, we know this project literally cannot
happen without an increase in support from the state.

In past years, the state has granted counties in similar situations a much higher percentage of costs. Kent
County has 86% of students qualifying for CEP. Caroline County, with 85% CEP, was granted 94% from
the state for eligible costs. Wicomico, with 77% CEP, was granted 98% from the state.

Kent County Middle School was built in 1946. That was 79 years ago, the year World War |l ended, the
same year the world’s first general-service computer was introduced to the world.

We cannot expect our children to thrive when they are trying to learn in a building that is almost 80 years
old and is crumbling around them. There are leaks in the roof, rooms without windows, and no spaces
designed to accommodate and support the pedagogical advancements of the past 80 years. It looks and
feels like a bunker. How can our students learn to prepare for the future when their school is a relic of the
past?

Our kids and teachers need a new building—one that reflects the fact that we are living in the 21st
century. Our community needs this school. But we do not have the funds to pay for it because our county
is small and our budgets are as well. It is an injustice of our forward-thinking state to leave Kent County
students behind and to continue to forfeit their futures because our county is unable to fund a new school
building. Kids deserve a healthy, safe and welcoming school building that inspires learning, no matter
where they’re from.

Please advocate for our often overlooked and undervalued students by voting favorably on SB0843 to
give them the best environment for success.

Sincerely,



Jaime Orndorff
27837 morgnec rd
Chestertown MD 21620
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Testimony in Support of SB0843

02/25/2025

SB0843 School Construction - Local Cost-Share - Alterations

Dear Chairman Guzzone and Members of the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee:

I am writing today to express my strong support of bill SB0843 - sponsored by Delegates Jacobs, Ghrist,
and Arentz, and Senator Hershey. This bill requests that an adjustment is made for the local cost-share
for school construction projections under certain circumstances.

Kent County Middle School serves all of Kent County with a high population of students who qualify for
free or reduced price meals. The current state cost share for public school construction for Kent County is
designated as 50%, leaving our small county of 22,000 to cover about $45 million to build a new school.
This is about 3/4 of Kent County's entire yearly budget. Unfortunately, we know this project literally cannot
happen without an increase in support from the state.

In past years, the state has granted counties in similar situations a much higher percentage of costs. Kent
County has 86% of students qualifying for CEP. Caroline County, with 85% CEP, was granted 94% from
the state for eligible costs. Wicomico, with 77% CEP, was granted 98% from the state.

Kent County Middle School was built in 1946. That was 79 years ago, the year World War |l ended, the
same year the world’s first general-service computer was introduced to the world.

We cannot expect our children to thrive when they are trying to learn in a building that is almost 80 years
old and is crumbling around them. There are leaks in the roof, rooms without windows, and no spaces
designed to accommodate and support the pedagogical advancements of the past 80 years. It looks and
feels like a bunker. How can our students learn to prepare for the future when their school is a relic of the
past?

Our kids and teachers need a new building—one that reflects the fact that we are living in the 21st
century. Our community needs this school. But we do not have the funds to pay for it because our county
is small and our budgets are as well. It is an injustice of our forward-thinking state to leave Kent County
students behind and to continue to forfeit their futures because our county is unable to fund a new school
building. Kids deserve a healthy, safe and welcoming school building that inspires learning, no matter
where they’re from.

Please advocate for our often overlooked and undervalued students by voting favorably on SB0843 to
give them the best environment for success.

Sincerely,

Helen Maenner

4957 Eastern Neck Rd
Rock Hall, MD 21661
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The County Commissioners of Kent County
Ronald H. Fithian, President | AlbertH. Nickerson, Member | JohnF.Price, Member
Shelley L. Heller, County Administrator | Thomas N. Yeager, County Attorney

February 5, 2025

The Honorable Stephen S. Hershey, Jr.
423 James Senate Office Building

11 Bladen Street

Annapolis, MD 21401

RE: SUPPORT Senate Bill 0843 / House Bill 0736 — School Construction — Local Cost-Share —
Alterations

Dear Senator Hershey:

On behalf of the County Commissioners of Kent County, Maryland, this letter serves as support for
Senate Bill 0843 / House Bill 0736 - School Construction - Local Cost-Share - Alterations. Kent
County Government’s ability to fund its share of the Kent County Middle School modernization
project will critically depend on increased State funding participation. Therefore, our support for

the project is conditional upon the level of State funding participation achieved.

Kent County fully supports SB0843 and HB0736 as drafted.

Very tryly yours,

Shelley L. Heller
County Administrator

SLH: tlt
cc: The County Commissioners of Kent County
The Honorable Jay A. Jacobs
The Honorable Steven J. Arentz
The Honorable Jefferson L. Ghrist
Dr. Mary Boswell-McComas, Superintendent, Kent County Public Schools

R. Clayton Mitchell, Jr. Kent County Government Center
400 High Street, Chestertown, MD 21620 | (410) 778-4600 ext. 4 | kentcounty@kentgov.org | kentcounty.com/government
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Testimony in Support of SB0843

02/25/2025

SB0843 School Construction - Local Cost-Share - Alterations

Dear Chairman Guzzone and Members of the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee:

I am writing today to express my strong support of bill SB0843 - sponsored by Delegates Jacobs, Ghrist,
and Arentz, and Senator Hershey. This bill requests that an adjustment is made for the local cost-share
for school construction projections under certain circumstances.

Kent County Middle School serves all of Kent County with a high population of students who qualify for
free or reduced price meals. The current state cost share for public school construction for Kent County is
designated as 50%, leaving our small county of 22,000 to cover about $45 million to build a new school.
This is about 3/4 of Kent County's entire yearly budget. Unfortunately, we know this project literally cannot
happen without an increase in support from the state.

In past years, the state has granted counties in similar situations a much higher percentage of costs. Kent
County has 86% of students qualifying for CEP. Caroline County, with 85% CEP, was granted 94% from
the state for eligible costs. Wicomico, with 77% CEP, was granted 98% from the state.

Kent County Middle School was built in 1946. That was 79 years ago, the year World War |l ended, the
same year the world’s first general-service computer was introduced to the world.

We cannot expect our children to thrive when they are trying to learn in a building that is almost 80 years
old and is crumbling around them. There are leaks in the roof, rooms without windows, and no spaces
designed to accommodate and support the pedagogical advancements of the past 80 years. It looks and
feels like a bunker. How can our students learn to prepare for the future when their school is a relic of the
past?

Our kids and teachers need a new building—one that reflects the fact that we are living in the 21st
century. Our community needs this school. But we do not have the funds to pay for it because our county
is small and our budgets are as well. It is an injustice of our forward-thinking state to leave Kent County
students behind and to continue to forfeit their futures because our county is unable to fund a new school
building. Kids deserve a healthy, safe and welcoming school building that inspires learning, no matter
where they’re from.

Please advocate for our often overlooked and undervalued students by voting favorably on SB0843 to
give them the best environment for success.

Sincerely,

Julia Moore
12440 Clark rd
Worton MD 21678
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Testimony in Support of SB0843

02/25/2025

SB0843 School Construction - Local Cost-Share - Alterations

Dear Chairman Guzzone and Members of the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee:

I am writing today to express my strong support of bill SB0843 - sponsored by Delegates Jacobs, Ghrist,
and Arentz, and Senator Hershey. This bill requests that an adjustment is made for the local cost-share
for school construction projections under certain circumstances.

Kent County Middle School serves all of Kent County with a high population of students who qualify for
free or reduced price meals. The current state cost share for public school construction for Kent County is
designated as 50%, leaving our small county of 22,000 to cover about $45 million to build a new school.
This is about 3/4 of Kent County's entire yearly budget. Unfortunately, we know this project literally cannot
happen without an increase in support from the state.

In past years, the state has granted counties in similar situations a much higher percentage of costs. Kent
County has 86% of students qualifying for CEP. Caroline County, with 85% CEP, was granted 94% from
the state for eligible costs. Wicomico, with 77% CEP, was granted 98% from the state.

Kent County Middle School was built in 1946. That was 79 years ago, the year World War |l ended, the
same year the world’s first general-service computer was introduced to the world.

We cannot expect our children to thrive when they are trying to learn in a building that is almost 80 years
old and is crumbling around them. There are leaks in the roof, rooms without windows, and no spaces
designed to accommodate and support the pedagogical advancements of the past 80 years. It looks and
feels like a bunker. How can our students learn to prepare for the future when their school is a relic of the
past?

Our kids and teachers need a new building—one that reflects the fact that we are living in the 21st
century. Our community needs this school. But we do not have the funds to pay for it because our county
is small and our budgets are as well. It is an injustice of our forward-thinking state to leave Kent County
students behind and to continue to forfeit their futures because our county is unable to fund a new school
building. Kids deserve a healthy, safe and welcoming school building that inspires learning, no matter
where they’re from.

Please advocate for our often overlooked and undervalued students by voting favorably on SB0843 to
give them the best environment for success.

Sincerely,

Kailee Dierker

8306 Beaver Ct
Chestertown, MD 21620
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The Dixon Group, Inc.

1 Dixon Square
Chestertown, MD 21620
dixonvalve.com

ph 410.778.2000
800.355.1991
fax 410.778.7638

Febraury 28, 2025
To Whom It May Concern:

We are writing in support of SB0843 to increase the State’s contribution for
construction funding in counties meeting certain criteria. Our specific interest is in
Kent County, which currently receives the minimum state share of school construction
funding (50%), while other similar counties are at levels such as 85 — 100%. This bill
serves to address this issue and revises the funding %.

A new school project in Kent County is long overdue. The current Kent Coun-
ty Middle School was built in 1950 and last renovated in 1976. This makes the original
building 73 years old and the renovations 47 years old. With an aging facility, concerns
such as safety/security, ADA compliance, energy efficiency, access to natural daylight
for the students, efficient learning designs, etc, are at the forefront of needs. It is past
time for a new middle school in Kent County.

Schools are not only critical for the future of our children, they are also an
integral part of a community and contribute greatly to economic prosperity. Education
and the local school system are major factors in recruitment and retention of employees
as well as attracting new businesses and job creation. Kent County has significant room
for improvement in these areas. Dixon Group is one of the largest employers in the area
(we employ 1,600 worldwide; approx. 500 in Maryland), and recruitment and retention
of employees is crucial to our success. In order to recruit and retain employees (for
Dixon, Washington College, UMD Shore Hospital Center and other local businesses),
the local school system needs improvement in various areas, especially our aging facil-
ities. Up-to-date, safe, clean, green facilities will improve the education of the students
as well as help to recruit and retain teachers and administrators, bolster economic
development, and aid employers in their recruitment and retention of skilled workers.

A project of this size is a major financial challenge for such a small county. Kent
County has the smallest population, the smallest GDP, and the smallest annual govern-
ment budget of all counties in Maryland. The ability of the County to fund the con-
struction of a new Middle School is questionable at the current 50% level. It seems that
the construction funding formula for Kent County has simply been overlooked over
time, and with the possibility of the first school construction project in 50 years, now is
the time to increase it. We owe it to the students, staft and families in Kent County!

I am happy to discuss this further if desired. I can be reached at 410-810-1574
or kgray@dixonvalve.com . Thank you for your time and consideration!

Regards —

%( 4 oﬁﬁ%//

Kéte Goodall Gray n/
Community & Government Relations
The Dixon Group
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Kent County Public Schools

Growing a Community of Leaders

KENT COUNTY MIDDLE SCHOOL

Senate Bill 0843 — School Construction — Local Cost-Share — Alterations
Senate Budget and Taxations Committee

March 4, 2025

| wish to testify in support of Senate Bill 0843, School Construction — Local Cost-
Share — Alterations. In July 2019, | was hired as an Accountant for Kent County
Public Schools with the intention to financially oversee the school system'’s
School Construction, Maintenance, Operations, and Transportation budgets.

Within the School Construction Program, Kent County Public Schools has
completed projects of various scales that have improved the learning conditions
for students at four of the five schools within the county’s portfolio. Each of these
projects have been completed within the allowed budget, with many being under
the allowed budget, showing strong financial oversight of the state and county’s
valuable funding. The only building that has not received an improvement to the
learning conditions within the building is Kent County Middle School, which
serves every child within Kent County Public Schools. Due to the results of the
Feasibility Study conducted by Kent County Public Schools, it was determined
that any renovation projects would be an inefficient use of limited funding for the
building. The Maintenance & Operations team in addition to the Custodial staff at
Kent County Middle School have demonstrated a tremendous ability to keep the
school operational for the students despite the overwhelming daily challenges
they face due to the age of the building systems.

Through the Capital Improvement Program, Kent County Public Schools has
diligently worked toward achieving each possible Add-On allowable by the state.
These Add-ons include Concentration of Poverty and Maintenance Effectiveness.
A third Add-On for achieving a Net-Zero Energy building is also expected to be
achieved through the A/E Design that is currently underway.

In the past 19 months, Kent County Public Schools has spent $129,626.48 just in
repairs to the building. These repairs have ranged from sewage infrastructure,
roofing, HVAC, and repairs to the BAS. As a point of reference, the entire
building repair budget annually to service each school location is $21,000.00 and
the entire school system’s budget for all locations is $115,000.00 annually. Kent



County Middle School also has a failing BAS conirol system, which is going to
result in another potential $33,843.00 expense soon. As you can see, the day-to-
day operaticn of the school is causing extreme budgetary impacts. This means
that Kent County Public Schools must utilize other sources of revenue, such as
the IAC’s Aging Schools Program to supplement the funding for these repairs.
Kent County Public Schools receives an annual amount of $38,292 through this
program. [deally, the projects that utilize Aging Schools Funding would be
projects to enhance the learning environment, not to repair an aging building
where the intention is 1o replace it in the near future.

For these reasons mentioned above, | urge the members of the Senate Budget
and Taxation Committee to give a favorable report on Senate Bill 0843 — School
Construction — Local Cost-Share — Alterations. Thank you for your time and
consideration.

Kreigyirby

Accduntant, nt County Public Schools
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Testimony in Support of SB0843

02/25/2025

SB0843 School Construction - Local Cost-Share - Alterations

Dear Chairman Guzzone and Members of the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee:

I am writing today to express my strong support of bill SB0843 - sponsored by Delegates Jacobs, Ghrist,
and Arentz, and Senator Hershey. This bill requests that an adjustment is made for the local cost-share
for school construction projections under certain circumstances.

| teach in this building and have to open my windows all winter because the temperature of my classroom
is 85 degrees. They can't turn the temperature down. The only option is to turn the heat completely off.
We deserve to have a school with a hvac system that works correctly.

Kent County Middle School serves all of Kent County with a high population of students who qualify for
free or reduced price meals. The current state cost share for public school construction for Kent County is
designated as 50%, leaving our small county of 22,000 to cover about $45 million to build a new school.
This is about 3/4 of Kent County's entire yearly budget. Unfortunately, we know this project literally cannot
happen without an increase in support from the state.

In past years, the state has granted counties in similar situations a much higher percentage of costs. Kent
County has 86% of students qualifying for CEP. Caroline County, with 85% CEP, was granted 94% from
the state for eligible costs. Wicomico, with 77% CEP, was granted 98% from the state.

Kent County Middle School was built in 1946. That was 79 years ago, the year World War |l ended, the
same year the world’s first general-service computer was introduced to the world.

We cannot expect our children to thrive when they are trying to learn in a building that is almost 80 years
old and is crumbling around them. There are leaks in the roof, rooms without windows, and no spaces
designed to accommodate and support the pedagogical advancements of the past 80 years. It looks and
feels like a bunker. How can our students learn to prepare for the future when their school is a relic of the
past?

Our kids and teachers need a new building—one that reflects the fact that we are living in the 21st
century. Our community needs this school. But we do not have the funds to pay for it because our county
is small and our budgets are as well. It is an injustice of our forward-thinking state to leave Kent County
students behind and to continue to forfeit their futures because our county is unable to fund a new school
building. Kids deserve a healthy, safe and welcoming school building that inspires learning, no matter
where they’re from.

Please advocate for our often overlooked and undervalued students by voting favorably on SB0843 to
give them the best environment for success.

Sincerely,
Kristine Hickman



7204 Rock Hall Road
Rock Hall, Md 21661
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Testimony in Support of SB0843

02/25/2025

SB0843 School Construction - Local Cost-Share - Alterations

Dear Chairman Guzzone and Members of the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee:

I am writing today to express my strong support of bill SB0843 - sponsored by Delegates Jacobs, Ghrist,
and Arentz, and Senator Hershey. This bill requests that an adjustment is made for the local cost-share
for school construction projections under certain circumstances.

I’'m terrified to send my daughter to middle school next year after hearing all of these horror stories on the
condition of this building

Kent County Middle School serves all of Kent County with a high population of students who qualify for
free or reduced price meals. The current state cost share for public school construction for Kent County is
designated as 50%, leaving our small county of 22,000 to cover about $45 million to build a new school.
This is about 3/4 of Kent County's entire yearly budget. Unfortunately, we know this project literally cannot
happen without an increase in support from the state.

In past years, the state has granted counties in similar situations a much higher percentage of costs. Kent
County has 86% of students qualifying for CEP. Caroline County, with 85% CEP, was granted 94% from
the state for eligible costs. Wicomico, with 77% CEP, was granted 98% from the state.

Kent County Middle School was built in 1946. That was 79 years ago, the year World War |l ended, the
same year the world’s first general-service computer was introduced to the world.

We cannot expect our children to thrive when they are trying to learn in a building that is almost 80 years
old and is crumbling around them. There are leaks in the roof, rooms without windows, and no spaces
designed to accommodate and support the pedagogical advancements of the past 80 years. It looks and
feels like a bunker. How can our students learn to prepare for the future when their school is a relic of the
past?

Our kids and teachers need a new building—one that reflects the fact that we are living in the 21st
century. Our community needs this school. But we do not have the funds to pay for it because our county
is small and our budgets are as well. It is an injustice of our forward-thinking state to leave Kent County
students behind and to continue to forfeit their futures because our county is unable to fund a new school
building. Kids deserve a healthy, safe and welcoming school building that inspires learning, no matter
where they’re from.

Please advocate for our often overlooked and undervalued students by voting favorably on SB0843 to
give them the best environment for success.

Sincerely,
Kyla Mackey
105 Trafford Dr



Chestertown, MD 21620
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Testimony in Support of SB0843

02/25/2025

SB0843 School Construction - Local Cost-Share - Alterations

Dear Chairman Guzzone and Members of the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee:

I am writing today to express my strong support of bill SB0843 - sponsored by Delegates Jacobs, Ghrist,
and Arentz, and Senator Hershey. This bill requests that an adjustment is made for the local cost-share
for school construction projections under certain circumstances.

Kent County Middle School serves all of Kent County with a high population of students who qualify for
free or reduced price meals. The current state cost share for public school construction for Kent County is
designated as 50%, leaving our small county of 22,000 to cover about $45 million to build a new school.
This is about 3/4 of Kent County's entire yearly budget. Unfortunately, we know this project literally cannot
happen without an increase in support from the state.

In past years, the state has granted counties in similar situations a much higher percentage of costs. Kent
County has 86% of students qualifying for CEP. Caroline County, with 85% CEP, was granted 94% from
the state for eligible costs. Wicomico, with 77% CEP, was granted 98% from the state.

Kent County Middle School was built in 1946. That was 79 years ago, the year World War |l ended, the
same year the world’s first general-service computer was introduced to the world.

We cannot expect our children to thrive when they are trying to learn in a building that is almost 80 years
old and is crumbling around them. There are leaks in the roof, rooms without windows, and no spaces
designed to accommodate and support the pedagogical advancements of the past 80 years. It looks and
feels like a bunker. How can our students learn to prepare for the future when their school is a relic of the
past?

Our kids and teachers need a new building—one that reflects the fact that we are living in the 21st
century. Our community needs this school. But we do not have the funds to pay for it because our county
is small and our budgets are as well. It is an injustice of our forward-thinking state to leave Kent County
students behind and to continue to forfeit their futures because our county is unable to fund a new school
building. Kids deserve a healthy, safe and welcoming school building that inspires learning, no matter
where they’re from.

Please advocate for our often overlooked and undervalued students by voting favorably on SB0843 to
give them the best environment for success.

Sincerely,

Laura Coleman

536 High Street
Chestertown, MD 21620
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Kent County Board of Education

February 28, 2025

The Honorable Guy Guzzone

The Honorable Jim Rosapepe

3 West Miller Senate Office Building
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
Annapolis, MD 21401

Support for SB0843 School Construction - Local Cost-Share - Alterations
Dear Chair, Vice Chair and Members of the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee,

I am here today to impress upon you the importance of the passage of Senate Bill
843: School Construction - Local Cost-Share - Alterations. This bill has the full
support of the Kent County Board of Education as the means necessary to secure
the funding for a new middle school for our community.

This bill ensures the process launched in 2018 to plan to renovate and modernize
our school buildings culminates with the capstone project in the Kent County
Public Schools Six-Year Facilities Strategic Plan: the construction of a new Kent
County Middle School.

Students in Kent County are served by a single middle school, Kent County Middle
School, located in the heart of our county seat of Chestertown. The current
structure is more than 70 years old and has both serious structural and
educational deficiencies as described in the aforementioned facilities plan.

Kent County Public Schools has sought to address the twin challenges of our aging
schools and shrinking enrollment by streamlining our operations. It was not that
long ago that we closed two elementary schools. Before that, we went from three
middle schools to one.

A feasibility study completed in 2023 showed our current middle school building
can no longer be maintained through general upkeep. Nor do the myriad additions
and reconfigurations of classrooms effectively serve today's students. The
feasibility study determined that renovation of the middle school building would
prove a less cost-effective use of taxpayer money than replacement.

The current 50/50 cost-share plan for school construction between the state and

our county creates a financial burden that our small constituent base — with a
total population of less than 20,000 people, a median household income about

5608 Boundary Ave., Rock Hall, MD 21661 | Phone: 410-778-1595 | Fax: 410-778-6193



$27,000 below the state average and all five schools serving areas federally
designated as low income — cannot shoulder.

Our district is working with the Maryland Association of Boards of Education on
this proposed legislation, and in MABE's statewide association’s view, passing this
bill would be received favorably by many districts.

A new Kent County Middle School will ensure every student in our community
receives the education they need during those very crucial middle school years —
the years that see them begin to chart the course toward their college and career
ambitions.

For all the children of the Kent County community, please send Senate Bill 843
forward for passage in the General Assembly this session and keep the project to
replace Kent County Middle School moving forward.

Respectfully, ‘ )

aura McKenzie
Member
Kent County Board of Education

5608 Boundary Ave., Rock Hall, MD 21661 | Phone: 410-778-1595 | Fax: 410-778-6193
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Testimony in Support of SB0843

02/25/2025

SB0843 School Construction - Local Cost-Share - Alterations

Dear Chairman Guzzone and Members of the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee:

I am writing today to express my strong support of bill SB0843 - sponsored by Delegates Jacobs, Ghrist,
and Arentz, and Senator Hershey. This bill requests that an adjustment is made for the local cost-share
for school construction projections under certain circumstances.

Kent County Middle School serves all of Kent County with a high population of students who qualify for
free or reduced price meals. The current state cost share for public school construction for Kent County is
designated as 50%, leaving our small county of 22,000 to cover about $45 million to build a new school.
This is about 3/4 of Kent County's entire yearly budget. Unfortunately, we know this project literally cannot
happen without an increase in support from the state.

In past years, the state has granted counties in similar situations a much higher percentage of costs. Kent
County has 86% of students qualifying for CEP. Caroline County, with 85% CEP, was granted 94% from
the state for eligible costs. Wicomico, with 77% CEP, was granted 98% from the state.

Kent County Middle School was built in 1946. That was 79 years ago, the year World War |l ended, the
same year the world’s first general-service computer was introduced to the world.

We cannot expect our children to thrive when they are trying to learn in a building that is almost 80 years
old and is crumbling around them. There are leaks in the roof, rooms without windows, and no spaces
designed to accommodate and support the pedagogical advancements of the past 80 years. It looks and
feels like a bunker. How can our students learn to prepare for the future when their school is a relic of the
past?

Our kids and teachers need a new building—one that reflects the fact that we are living in the 21st
century. Our community needs this school. But we do not have the funds to pay for it because our county
is small and our budgets are as well. It is an injustice of our forward-thinking state to leave Kent County
students behind and to continue to forfeit their futures because our county is unable to fund a new school
building. Kids deserve a healthy, safe and welcoming school building that inspires learning, no matter
where they’re from.

Please advocate for our often overlooked and undervalued students by voting favorably on SB0843 to
give them the best environment for success.

Sincerely,

Laurie E Walters
5818 Blue Claw Ct
Rock Hall, MD. 21661
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Testimony in Support of SB0843

02/25/2025

SB0843 School Construction - Local Cost-Share - Alterations

Dear Chairman Guzzone and Members of the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee:

I am writing today to express my strong support of bill SB0843 - sponsored by Delegates Jacobs, Ghrist,
and Arentz, and Senator Hershey. This bill requests that an adjustment is made for the local cost-share
for school construction projections under certain circumstances.

Please let our children have the opportunity that other schools have. The children need a safe
environment with adequate heat, air conditioning and plumbing. A new school will enable this for our
students and the teachers. It will also give them a sense of pride in their school. We may be a small
community but we are just as important as the large communities. Give the teachers and students a
reason to want to teach and learn in a new school with an up to date learning environment.

Kent County Middle School serves all of Kent County with a high population of students who qualify for
free or reduced price meals. The current state cost share for public school construction for Kent County is
designated as 50%, leaving our small county of 22,000 to cover about $45 million to build a new school.
This is about 3/4 of Kent County's entire yearly budget. Unfortunately, we know this project literally cannot
happen without an increase in support from the state.

In past years, the state has granted counties in similar situations a much higher percentage of costs. Kent
County has 86% of students qualifying for CEP. Caroline County, with 85% CEP, was granted 94% from
the state for eligible costs. Wicomico, with 77% CEP, was granted 98% from the state.

Kent County Middle School was built in 1946. That was 79 years ago, the year World War |l ended, the
same year the world’s first general-service computer was introduced to the world.

We cannot expect our children to thrive when they are trying to learn in a building that is almost 80 years
old and is crumbling around them. There are leaks in the roof, rooms without windows, and no spaces
designed to accommodate and support the pedagogical advancements of the past 80 years. It looks and
feels like a bunker. How can our students learn to prepare for the future when their school is a relic of the
past?

Our kids and teachers need a new building—one that reflects the fact that we are living in the 21st
century. Our community needs this school. But we do not have the funds to pay for it because our county
is small and our budgets are as well. It is an injustice of our forward-thinking state to leave Kent County
students behind and to continue to forfeit their futures because our county is unable to fund a new school
building. Kids deserve a healthy, safe and welcoming school building that inspires learning, no matter
where they’re from.

Please advocate for our often overlooked and undervalued students by voting favorably on SB0843 to
give them the best environment for success.



Sincerely,

Lee Ann Egan
11340 Lynch Road
Worton MD 21678
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Testimony in Support of SB0843

02/25/2025

SB0843 School Construction - Local Cost-Share - Alterations

Dear Chairman Guzzone and Members of the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee:

I am writing today to express my strong support of bill SB0843 - sponsored by Delegates Jacobs, Ghrist,
and Arentz, and Senator Hershey. This bill requests that an adjustment is made for the local cost-share
for school construction projections under certain circumstances.

Kent County Middle School serves all of Kent County with a high population of students who qualify for
free or reduced price meals. The current state cost share for public school construction for Kent County is
designated as 50%, leaving our small county of 22,000 to cover about $45 million to build a new school.
This is about 3/4 of Kent County's entire yearly budget. Unfortunately, we know this project literally cannot
happen without an increase in support from the state.

In past years, the state has granted counties in similar situations a much higher percentage of costs. Kent
County has 86% of students qualifying for CEP. Caroline County, with 85% CEP, was granted 94% from
the state for eligible costs. Wicomico, with 77% CEP, was granted 98% from the state.

Kent County Middle School was built in 1946. That was 79 years ago, the year World War |l ended, the
same year the world’s first general-service computer was introduced to the world.

We cannot expect our children to thrive when they are trying to learn in a building that is almost 80 years
old and is crumbling around them. There are leaks in the roof, rooms without windows, and no spaces
designed to accommodate and support the pedagogical advancements of the past 80 years. It looks and
feels like a bunker. How can our students learn to prepare for the future when their school is a relic of the
past?

Our kids and teachers need a new building—one that reflects the fact that we are living in the 21st
century. Our community needs this school. But we do not have the funds to pay for it because our county
is small and our budgets are as well. It is an injustice of our forward-thinking state to leave Kent County
students behind and to continue to forfeit their futures because our county is unable to fund a new school
building. Kids deserve a healthy, safe and welcoming school building that inspires learning, no matter
where they’re from.

Please advocate for our often overlooked and undervalued students by voting favorably on SB0843 to
give them the best environment for success.

Sincerely,

Leon Frison

308 Race Street PO Box 493
Millington, MD 271651
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Testimony in Support of SB0843

02/25/2025

SB0843 School Construction - Local Cost-Share - Alterations

Dear Chairman Guzzone and Members of the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee:

I am writing today to express my strong support of bill SB0843 - sponsored by Delegates Jacobs, Ghrist,
and Arentz, and Senator Hershey. This bill requests that an adjustment is made for the local cost-share
for school construction projections under certain circumstances.

The school keeps closing because of sewer issues!

Kent County Middle School serves all of Kent County with a high population of students who qualify for
free or reduced price meals. The current state cost share for public school construction for Kent County is
designated as 50%, leaving our small county of 22,000 to cover about $45 million to build a new school.
This is about 3/4 of Kent County's entire yearly budget. Unfortunately, we know this project literally cannot
happen without an increase in support from the state.

In past years, the state has granted counties in similar situations a much higher percentage of costs. Kent
County has 86% of students qualifying for CEP. Caroline County, with 85% CEP, was granted 94% from
the state for eligible costs. Wicomico, with 77% CEP, was granted 98% from the state.

Kent County Middle School was built in 1946. That was 79 years ago, the year World War |l ended, the
same year the world’s first general-service computer was introduced to the world.

We cannot expect our children to thrive when they are trying to learn in a building that is almost 80 years
old and is crumbling around them. There are leaks in the roof, rooms without windows, and no spaces
designed to accommodate and support the pedagogical advancements of the past 80 years. It looks and
feels like a bunker. How can our students learn to prepare for the future when their school is a relic of the
past?

Our kids and teachers need a new building—one that reflects the fact that we are living in the 21st
century. Our community needs this school. But we do not have the funds to pay for it because our county
is small and our budgets are as well. It is an injustice of our forward-thinking state to leave Kent County
students behind and to continue to forfeit their futures because our county is unable to fund a new school
building. Kids deserve a healthy, safe and welcoming school building that inspires learning, no matter
where they’re from.

Please advocate for our often overlooked and undervalued students by voting favorably on SB0843 to
give them the best environment for success.

Sincerely,

Mallory Spry
11339 station road
Worton Md 21678
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March 4, 2025

TO: BUDGET AND TAXATION COMMITTEE

FROM: ASSOCIATED BUILDERS AND CONTRACTORS

RE: S.B. 843 — SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION — LOCAL COST-SHARE -
ALTERATIONS

POSITION: FAVORABLE

The Associated Builders and Contractors of Maryland support S.B. 843 which is
before you today for consideration. This legislation proposes important
adjustments to the local cost-share formula for school construction projects in
Maryland.

S.B. 843 creates a new adjustment to the local and State cost share of school
construction projects that meet specified criteria. To be eligible for the adjustment:

1) the percentage of students in the county eligible for free or reduced-
price meals (FRPM) must be greater than the statewide average;

2) all schools in the county must participate in the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s Community Eligibility Provision (CEP);

3) the State and local cost share must be 50% State and 50% local; and

4) the eligible project must be a school that is the only elementary,
middle, or high school in the county. Counties with eligible projects
must have the local cost share for that project reduced to equal the
average cost share of counties in which all schools participate in CEP.

ABC supports public policy that will invest in educational infrastructure critical to
Maryland communities. The Local Cost-Share model equitably shares the financial
responsibility between local and state entities and ensures the development of
high-quality educational facilities — especially in rural counties. This legislation will
not only benefit the construction industry but will also significantly contribute to the
well-being and future educational success of our communities.

ABC appreciates your consideration and, for these reasons, respectfully requests

a favorable report on S.B. 843.

Marcus Jackson, Director of
Government Affairs
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Testimony in Support of SB0843

02/28/2025

SB0843 School Construction - Local Cost-Share - Alterations

Dear Chairman Guzzone and Members of the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee:

I am writing today to express my strong support of bill SB0843 - sponsored by Delegates Jacobs, Ghrist,
and Arentz, and Senator Hershey. This bill requests that an adjustment is made for the local cost-share
for school construction projections under certain circumstances.

KCMS looks and feels like the one | attended in NJ in the late 1950s. It is simply depressing and
uninspiring. A new state-of-the-art middle school should be a priority if we want to “leave no one behind”.

Kent County Middle School serves all of Kent County with a high population of students who qualify for
free or reduced price meals. The current state cost share for public school construction for Kent County is
designated as 50%, leaving our small county of 22,000 to cover about $45 million to build a new school.
This is about 3/4 of Kent County's entire yearly budget. Unfortunately, we know this project literally cannot
happen without an increase in support from the state.

In past years, the state has granted counties in similar situations a much higher percentage of costs. Kent
County has 86% of students qualifying for CEP. Caroline County, with 85% CEP, was granted 94% from
the state for eligible costs. Wicomico, with 77% CEP, was granted 98% from the state.

Kent County Middle School was built in 1946. That was 79 years ago, the year World War |l ended, the
same year the world’s first general-service computer was introduced to the world.

We cannot expect our children to thrive when they are trying to learn in a building that is almost 80 years
old and is crumbling around them. There are leaks in the roof, rooms without windows, and no spaces
designed to accommodate and support the pedagogical advancements of the past 80 years. It looks and
feels like a bunker. How can our students learn to prepare for the future when their school is a relic of the
past?

Our kids and teachers need a new building—one that reflects the fact that we are living in the 21st
century. Our community needs this school. But we do not have the funds to pay for it because our county
is small and our budgets are as well. It is an injustice of our forward-thinking state to leave Kent County
students behind and to continue to forfeit their futures because our county is unable to fund a new school
building. Kids deserve a healthy, safe and welcoming school building that inspires learning, no matter
where they’re from.

Please advocate for our often overlooked and undervalued students by voting favorably on SB0843 to
give them the best environment for success.

Sincerely,
Mary Ellen Block
517 N Kent St



Chestertown, MD 21620
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The Honorable Guy Guzzone

The Honorable Jim Rosapepe

3 West Miller Senate Office Building

Annapolis, Maryland 21401

Annapolis, MD 21401

RE: SB0843 School Construction — Local Cost-Share — Alterations: SUPPORT

Dear Chair, Vice Chair and Members of the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee:

My name is Matthew Swanson. | live in Chestertown. I’m the father of four Kent County
Public Schools students, including two who have already gone through the middle school
and one who is currently enrolled.

As he walked out the door this morning, | asked my seventh grader August to tell me the
challenges he faces at school—not academically or socially, but with the middle school
building itself. Here are a few of the things he shared:

e Sometimes the lights just randomly don’t work.

e Thetoilets get flooded, and we have to leave the building.

e The pipesjust keep breaking and we have to miss school.

e We were kicked out out of my homeroom for two weeks because the floor was
broken.

e The lockers get stuck, the gym equipment is worn out, and the desks are so old that
they don’t attach properly to the chair, so if you lean the wrong way, your stuff falls
on the floor.

While dealing with the plumbing excitement throughout the first semester, KCMS asked
students not to use the bathroom unless they really had to, and if they had to—not to flush.

It’s already hard to be in middle school. The academics start getting more difficult. The
social dynamics get a lot more complicated. You remember. The building itself is
supposed to work. The desks and lights are supposed to work. The toilets and floors are
supposed to work.

If you believe, as | do, that our children represent the future of our community, our county,
our state, or country, our world, we are sending a powerful message that we don’t much
care about the future. We can do better than this, folks. We must.

Please fund this bill. It’s a long-overdue opportunity to energize our community, invest in
our people, boost our educational prospects—and, at the very least—make sure our
students can walk across a well-lit floor on the way to a functioning bathroom.

Thank you,
Matthew Swanson, Chestertown
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Testimony in Support of SB0843

02/25/2025

SB0843 School Construction - Local Cost-Share - Alterations

Dear Chairman Guzzone and Members of the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee:

I am writing today to express my strong support of bill SB0843 - sponsored by Delegates Jacobs, Ghrist,
and Arentz, and Senator Hershey. This bill requests that an adjustment is made for the local cost-share
for school construction projections under certain circumstances.

| went to KCMS in the early 90's, and nothing has changed since that time. Our children deserve better
than this derelict building with every age-related flaw known to man hindering teaching and learning.
Please help our students to thrive!

Kent County Middle School serves all of Kent County with a high population of students who qualify for
free or reduced price meals. The current state cost share for public school construction for Kent County is
designated as 50%, leaving our small county of 22,000 to cover about $45 million to build a new school.
This is about 3/4 of Kent County's entire yearly budget. Unfortunately, we know this project literally cannot
happen without an increase in support from the state.

In past years, the state has granted counties in similar situations a much higher percentage of costs. Kent
County has 86% of students qualifying for CEP. Caroline County, with 85% CEP, was granted 94% from
the state for eligible costs. Wicomico, with 77% CEP, was granted 98% from the state.

Kent County Middle School was built in 1946. That was 79 years ago, the year World War |l ended, the
same year the world’s first general-service computer was introduced to the world.

We cannot expect our children to thrive when they are trying to learn in a building that is almost 80 years
old and is crumbling around them. There are leaks in the roof, rooms without windows, and no spaces
designed to accommodate and support the pedagogical advancements of the past 80 years. It looks and
feels like a bunker. How can our students learn to prepare for the future when their school is a relic of the
past?

Our kids and teachers need a new building—one that reflects the fact that we are living in the 21st
century. Our community needs this school. But we do not have the funds to pay for it because our county
is small and our budgets are as well. It is an injustice of our forward-thinking state to leave Kent County
students behind and to continue to forfeit their futures because our county is unable to fund a new school
building. Kids deserve a healthy, safe and welcoming school building that inspires learning, no matter
where they’re from.

Please advocate for our often overlooked and undervalued students by voting favorably on SB0843 to
give them the best environment for success.

Sincerely,
Meghan Livie



10275 Mill Hollow Ln
Chestertown, MD 21620
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Testimony in Support of SB0843

02/25/2025

SB0843 School Construction - Local Cost-Share - Alterations

Dear Chairman Guzzone and Members of the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee:

I am writing today to express my strong support of bill SB0843 - sponsored by Delegates Jacobs, Ghrist,
and Arentz, and Senator Hershey. This bill requests that an adjustment is made for the local cost-share
for school construction projections under certain circumstances.

Kent County Middle School serves all of Kent County with a high population of students who qualify for
free or reduced price meals. The current state cost share for public school construction for Kent County is
designated as 50%, leaving our small county of 22,000 to cover about $45 million to build a new school.
This is about 3/4 of Kent County's entire yearly budget. Unfortunately, we know this project literally cannot
happen without an increase in support from the state.

In past years, the state has granted counties in similar situations a much higher percentage of costs. Kent
County has 86% of students qualifying for CEP. Caroline County, with 85% CEP, was granted 94% from
the state for eligible costs. Wicomico, with 77% CEP, was granted 98% from the state.

Kent County Middle School was built in 1946. That was 79 years ago, the year World War |l ended, the
same year the world’s first general-service computer was introduced to the world.

We cannot expect our children to thrive when they are trying to learn in a building that is almost 80 years
old and is crumbling around them. There are leaks in the roof, rooms without windows, and no spaces
designed to accommodate and support the pedagogical advancements of the past 80 years. It looks and
feels like a bunker. How can our students learn to prepare for the future when their school is a relic of the
past?

Our kids and teachers need a new building—one that reflects the fact that we are living in the 21st
century. Our community needs this school. But we do not have the funds to pay for it because our county
is small and our budgets are as well. It is an injustice of our forward-thinking state to leave Kent County
students behind and to continue to forfeit their futures because our county is unable to fund a new school
building. Kids deserve a healthy, safe and welcoming school building that inspires learning, no matter
where they’re from.

Please advocate for our often overlooked and undervalued students by voting favorably on SB0843 to
give them the best environment for success.

Sincerely,

Melissa Walters

4957 Eastern Neck Road
21661
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Testimony in Support of SB0843

02/25/2025

SB0843 School Construction - Local Cost-Share - Alterations

Dear Chairman Guzzone and Members of the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee:

I am writing today to express my strong support of bill SB0843 - sponsored by Delegates Jacobs, Ghrist,
and Arentz, and Senator Hershey. This bill requests that an adjustment is made for the local cost-share
for school construction projections under certain circumstances.

Kent County Middle School serves all of Kent County with a high population of students who qualify for
free or reduced price meals. The current state cost share for public school construction for Kent County is
designated as 50%, leaving our small county of 22,000 to cover about $45 million to build a new school.
This is about 3/4 of Kent County's entire yearly budget. Unfortunately, we know this project literally cannot
happen without an increase in support from the state.

In past years, the state has granted counties in similar situations a much higher percentage of costs. Kent
County has 86% of students qualifying for CEP. Caroline County, with 85% CEP, was granted 94% from
the state for eligible costs. Wicomico, with 77% CEP, was granted 98% from the state.

Kent County Middle School was built in 1946. That was 79 years ago, the year World War |l ended, the
same year the world’s first general-service computer was introduced to the world.

We cannot expect our children to thrive when they are trying to learn in a building that is almost 80 years
old and is crumbling around them. There are leaks in the roof, rooms without windows, and no spaces
designed to accommodate and support the pedagogical advancements of the past 80 years. It looks and
feels like a bunker. How can our students learn to prepare for the future when their school is a relic of the
past?

Our kids and teachers need a new building—one that reflects the fact that we are living in the 21st
century. Our community needs this school. But we do not have the funds to pay for it because our county
is small and our budgets are as well. It is an injustice of our forward-thinking state to leave Kent County
students behind and to continue to forfeit their futures because our county is unable to fund a new school
building. Kids deserve a healthy, safe and welcoming school building that inspires learning, no matter
where they’re from.

Please advocate for our often overlooked and undervalued students by voting favorably on SB0843 to
give them the best environment for success.

Sincerely,

Michael Boumiea

8716 Maryland Pkwy
Chestertown, MD 21620
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Testimony in Support of SB0843

02/28/2025

SB0843 School Construction - Local Cost-Share - Alterations

Dear Chairman Guzzone and Members of the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee:

I am writing today to express my strong support of bill SB0843 - sponsored by Delegates Jacobs, Ghrist,
and Arentz, and Senator Hershey. This bill requests that an adjustment is made for the local cost-share
for school construction projections under certain circumstances.

The school does look the same from when | was little the piping starting to crack very easy the plumbing
is bad the walls the windows leak the doors are starting to have a hard time it's just so much little things
that adds up to a lot

Kent County Middle School serves all of Kent County with a high population of students who qualify for
free or reduced price meals. The current state cost share for public school construction for Kent County is
designated as 50%, leaving our small county of 22,000 to cover about $45 million to build a new school.
This is about 3/4 of Kent County's entire yearly budget. Unfortunately, we know this project literally cannot
happen without an increase in support from the state.

In past years, the state has granted counties in similar situations a much higher percentage of costs. Kent
County has 86% of students qualifying for CEP. Caroline County, with 85% CEP, was granted 94% from
the state for eligible costs. Wicomico, with 77% CEP, was granted 98% from the state.

Kent County Middle School was built in 1946. That was 79 years ago, the year World War |l ended, the
same year the world’s first general-service computer was introduced to the world.

We cannot expect our children to thrive when they are trying to learn in a building that is almost 80 years
old and is crumbling around them. There are leaks in the roof, rooms without windows, and no spaces
designed to accommodate and support the pedagogical advancements of the past 80 years. It looks and
feels like a bunker. How can our students learn to prepare for the future when their school is a relic of the
past?

Our kids and teachers need a new building—one that reflects the fact that we are living in the 21st
century. Our community needs this school. But we do not have the funds to pay for it because our county
is small and our budgets are as well. It is an injustice of our forward-thinking state to leave Kent County
students behind and to continue to forfeit their futures because our county is unable to fund a new school
building. Kids deserve a healthy, safe and welcoming school building that inspires learning, no matter
where they’re from.

Please advocate for our often overlooked and undervalued students by voting favorably on SB0843 to
give them the best environment for success.

Sincerely,
Patty Adkins



332 West St
Millington
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The Honorable Guy Guzzone

The Honorable Jim Rosapepe

3 West Miller Senate Office Building

Annapolis, Maryland 21401

Annapolis, MD 21401

RE: SB0843 School Construction — Local Cost-Share - Alterations: SUPPORT

Dear Chair, Vice Chair and Members of the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee:

| am writing to you today in support of Senate Bill 0843, School Construction - Local Cost-
Share - Alterations.

Kent County is perceived to be a rich county, and yet our public schools support a very high
percentage of low-income students. Our middle school, which serves the whole county, was
built 70 years ago and was old and full of asbestos when | was in school there 40 years ago. |
deserved better then and my children and the other children of Kent County who can’t pay their
way out of the situation deserve better now.

I am a proud supporter of public education. | believe in the work of our public school teachers
as important civil servants. You are also civil servants. You would be appalled if you were
asked to make do with what our middle school teachers have accepted—and it’s only getting
worse. School was closed twice for plumbing issues. My kid was asked not to use the
bathroom, and if he had to, not to flush. Come on people. You would never put up with that.
Please invest in our middle school so that our district can attract and retain teachers and
families who know they deserve better.

The cost of building a new middle school is more than half of our entire county budget. The
idea that we can afford to pay for it without significant help from the state is laughable. In fact,
our lousy commissioners have been doing absolutely nothing about it other than laughing
about it for years.

While | understand that we elected our representatives, and they aren’t on your team (Team
Dem) (also my team), please don’t punish the kids of Kent County for it. We really could use
your help.

Thank you,

Robbi Behr
Chestertown, MD
robbi@robbibehr.com
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The Honorable Guy Guzzone

The Honorable Jim Rosapepe

3 West Miller Senate Office Building
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
Annapolis, MD 21401

RE: Please SUPPORT SB - School Construction - Local Cost-Share - Alterations

Dear Chair, Vice Chair and Members of the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee:

I am writing to you today in support of Senate Bill 0843, School Construction - Local Cost-
Share - Alterations.

Kent County Middle School is the only one in the county. The roof leaks, the rooms are either
hot or cold, and school has closed twice this year (so far) for plumbing issues. My grandson
was told to try not to use the bathroom or if he had to, not to flush. It’s unacceptable but these
kids are being punished because our county can’t afford to pay for this project on our own. We
need your help.

Thank you,

Robert Behr

Chestertown, MD
robbi@busloadofbooks.com
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The County Commissioners of Kent County
Ronald H. Fithian, President | AlbertH. Nickerson, Member | JohnF.Price, Member
Shelley L. Heller, County Administrator | Thomas N. Yeager, County Attorney

February 5, 2025

The Honorable Stephen S. Hershey, Jr.
423 James Senate Office Building

11 Bladen Street

Annapolis, MD 21401

RE: SUPPORT Senate Bill 0843 / House Bill 0736 — School Construction — Local Cost-Share —
Alterations

Dear Senator Hershey:

On behalf of the County Commissioners of Kent County, Maryland, this letter serves as support for
Senate Bill 0843 / House Bill 0736 - School Construction - Local Cost-Share - Alterations. Kent
County Government’s ability to fund its share of the Kent County Middle School modernization
project will critically depend on increased State funding participation. Therefore, our support for

the project is conditional upon the level of State funding participation achieved.

Kent County fully supports SB0843 and HB0736 as drafted.

Very tryly yours,

Shelley L. Heller
County Administrator

SLH: tlt
cc: The County Commissioners of Kent County
The Honorable Jay A. Jacobs
The Honorable Steven J. Arentz
The Honorable Jefferson L. Ghrist
Dr. Mary Boswell-McComas, Superintendent, Kent County Public Schools

R. Clayton Mitchell, Jr. Kent County Government Center
400 High Street, Chestertown, MD 21620 | (410) 778-4600 ext. 4 | kentcounty@kentgov.org | kentcounty.com/government



Testimony in Support of SB0843 - Ronda Bolinger.pd
Uploaded by: Ronda Bolinger
Position: FAV



Testimony in Support of SB0843

02/26/2025

SB0843 School Construction - Local Cost-Share - Alterations

Dear Chairman Guzzone and Members of the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee:

I am writing today to express my strong support of bill SB0843 - sponsored by Delegates Jacobs, Ghrist,
and Arentz, and Senator Hershey. This bill requests that an adjustment is made for the local cost-share
for school construction projections under certain circumstances.

Kent County Middle School serves all of Kent County with a high population of students who qualify for
free or reduced price meals. The current state cost share for public school construction for Kent County is
designated as 50%, leaving our small county of 22,000 to cover about $45 million to build a new school.
This is about 3/4 of Kent County's entire yearly budget. Unfortunately, we know this project literally cannot
happen without an increase in support from the state.

In past years, the state has granted counties in similar situations a much higher percentage of costs. Kent
County has 86% of students qualifying for CEP. Caroline County, with 85% CEP, was granted 94% from
the state for eligible costs. Wicomico, with 77% CEP, was granted 98% from the state.

Kent County Middle School was built in 1946. That was 79 years ago, the year World War |l ended, the
same year the world’s first general-service computer was introduced to the world.

We cannot expect our children to thrive when they are trying to learn in a building that is almost 80 years
old and is crumbling around them. There are leaks in the roof, rooms without windows, and no spaces
designed to accommodate and support the pedagogical advancements of the past 80 years. It looks and
feels like a bunker. How can our students learn to prepare for the future when their school is a relic of the
past?

Our kids and teachers need a new building—one that reflects the fact that we are living in the 21st
century. Our community needs this school. But we do not have the funds to pay for it because our county
is small and our budgets are as well. It is an injustice of our forward-thinking state to leave Kent County
students behind and to continue to forfeit their futures because our county is unable to fund a new school
building. Kids deserve a healthy, safe and welcoming school building that inspires learning, no matter
where they’re from.

Please advocate for our often overlooked and undervalued students by voting favorably on SB0843 to
give them the best environment for success.

Sincerely,

Ronda Bolinger

12728 chesterville road
Galena Md 21635
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Kent County Public Schools

February 28, 2025

737 supporters for:
SB0843 School Construction - Local Cost-Share - Alterations

Dear members of the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee,

We, the 737 undersigned residents of Kent County and staff members of Kent
County Public Schools, are writing to you today in support of Senate Bill 0843, School
Construction - Local Cost-Share - Alterations.

This bill would make it possible for our community to build the new middle
school that we desperately need. Currently, the state would split the costs for a new
school 50-50 with the county. With construction costs budgeted between $60 and $70
million, that is a burden our Kent County community of less than 20,000 residents
cannot afford.

The state set the 50/50 split because a formula shows Kent County to be very
wealthy, but all five of our schools have high rates of poverty. Every student in each of
our schools gets free breakfast and lunch because of our poverty rates.

We have one middle school — Kent County Middle School — serving all the
children of our county. It opened in 1950 and the maintenance costs we are paying
every year is money that would be much better spent on a new building. The building
had to be shut down and classes canceled for three days this school year for plumbing
issues. When it rains, water leaks in. One room is freezing cold and the next room over
is boiling hot. Kent County Middle School's classrooms do not meet the needs of
today's students. They are not suitable by today's educational standards.

Our kids deserve better, especially during their middle school years. A new
Kent County Middle School will revive our school system and our local economy.

We urge you to support the passage of Senate Bill 0843.

Thank you,
The 737 undersigned residents of Kent County and staff of Kent County Public Schools
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59:31:28

2/7/202
57:40:51

2/7/202
58:24:53

2/6/202
59:12:23

2/7/202
59:33:23

2/6/202
5
12:56:27

2/7/202
58:54:34

2/6/202
5
11:47:31

2/7/202
59:09:13

2/6/202
5
11:53:13

2/6/202
5
20:43:17

2/6/202
5
20:42:27

Alexis Beck

Allison
Sommers
allysin
piasecki
Alyssa

Redding
Matthews

Amanda
Elborn

Amanda
Jackson

Amanda
Schnaithma
nn

Amanda
Sutton

Amber
Ambush

Amelia
Markosian

Amy Barrett

Amy Sine

Andrea
Boothby
Rice
Andrea
Ewing

Andrew
Birkmire

Andrew
Merrill

Angela
Alexander

Angela
Marie

Angela
Wright

Chestertown, Md

Chestertown

galena

Betterton

Chestertown md

Galena

Chestertown

Chestertown
Frederick, MD
Chestertown
Crumpton

Chestertown, MD

Chestertown, MD

Galena

Annapolis, MD

Rock Hall

Kennedyville

Galena

Galena

Albuote@gmail.com

adpx18@gmail.com

Alyssa.redding@gmail.com

amandakayelborn@yahoo.com

aljackson@dixonvalve.com

Akc1106@hotmail.com

aesutton8704@gmail.com
Amber.d.ambush@gmail.com
amarkosian@kent.k12.ms.us
amealya112073@icloud.com

923willow@gmail.com

Andrealeeboothby@gmail.com

andreaewing83@gmail.com

Abirkmire@gmail.com

amerrill1988@gmail.com

alexanderangie54@icloud.com

angelamarie602@icloud.com

angelamarie602@gmail.com

21620

5608 Boundary Ave., Rock Hall, MD 21661 | Phone: 410-778-1595 | Fax: 410-778-6193




2/6/202
5
11:46:41

2/6/202
5
20:48:56

2/6/202
5
21:47:43

2/6/202
5
19:48:50

2/6/202
5
12:00:48

2/6/202
5
11:53:05

2/6/202
5
11:48:14

2/7/202
58:42:18

2/6/202
5
15:56:44

2/7/202
59:49:13

2/6/202
5
13:28:14

2/7/202
55:11:00

2/6/202
5
11:57:05

2/6/202
5
18:30:55

2/6/202
5
15:09:51

2/6/202
5
14:16:39

2/7/202
5 8:23:02

2/6/202
5
21:44:36

Angie Knoll

Anna B
Hurd

Anne
Highfield-
Clark
Anne W.
Brown

Annette
Duckery

Anthony
Chapa

Ashley

Boyles

Ashley
Kraemer

Ashley
Tucker

Ashton
Mooday

Aubree
Baize

Audrey
Copeland

Barbara

Becky
Yoder

Benjamin
Tilghman

Beth
OPatterson

Beverly
Birkmire

Bobbie Jo
Trossbach

Rock Hall

Chestertown,

Chestertown

Chestertown

Worton

Chestertown

Kennedyville

Galena

Rock Hall

Chestertown

Galena

Chestertown

Galena

Galena, Maryland

Chestertown

Chestertown

Chestertown

Chestertown

AKNOLL@KENT.K12.MD.US

abhurd@hotmail.com

ahighfield68@gmail.com

awb@chesspeske.net

Aduckery@yahoo.com

achapa99@gmail.com

aboyles5@yahoo.com

ashleyskraemer@gmail.com

mfaye7049@gmail.com

aemooday620@gmail.com

aubree.baize@aol.com

copelandspivey.audreyanna@gmail.com

basmgs04@gmail.com

byoder@kent.k12.md.us

btilghman@gmail.com

bopatterson@kent.k12.md.us

birkmireb@gmail.com

Trossbachs@gmail.com

5608 Boundary Ave., Rock Hall, MD 21661 | Phone: 410-778-1595 | Fax: 410-778-6193




2/6/202
5
12:49:25

2/6/202
5
14:21:26

2/6/202
5
12:02:57

2/6/202
5
12:23:13

2/6/202
5
12:10:14

2/7/202
59:59:42

2/6/202
5
15:47:26

2/6/202
5
13:28:22

2/7/202
58:54:30

2/7/202
58:36:36

2/6/202
5
18:26:08

2/7/202
58:25:18

2/6/202
59:14:29

2/6/202
5
20:00:47

2/6/202
5
19:20:34

2/6/202
5
11:54:13

2/6/202
5
11:47:43

2/6/202
58:39:44

2/6/202
5
12:06:53

5608 Boundary Ave., Rock Hall, MD 21661 | Phone: 410-778-1595 | Fax: 410-778-6193

Brenda
Rose

Brenda W.
Shorter

Brian
Aldrich

Briana
Porter

Brianna
Mench

Brittani Rice

Brittany
Powell

Bryan
McCabe

Bryant King

Bunnie
Williams

Cailley
Burke

Caitlyn
Gatzke
Caren
Saunders

Carissa
Gardner

Carl Kotz

Casey
Carroll

Cassi
Pinder

Catherine
Buchanan

Catherine
Mcginty

Chestertown

Kent
County/Chesterto
wn

Galena

Kennedyville, MD

Worton

Chestertown, MD

Chestertown

Worton

Chestertown

Betterton

Chestertown

Millington,MD

Chestertown

Rock Hall

Galena,MD

Worton

Worton

Millington

Worton

bjrose@kent.k12.md.us

bshorter@kent.k12.md.us

aldrich1284@gmail.com

bporter@kent.k12.md.us

Brianna.mench@gmail.com

Brittani.spry@gmail.com

britt.powell927 @gmail.com

bmccabe@kent.k12.md.us

bryantking@kent.k12.md.us

bunnie4444@yahoo.com

Caycochran95@gmail.com

caity.rice93@gmail.com

csaunders@kent.k12.md.us

Belovedgardner@gmail.com

carlckotz@yahoo.com

caseycarroll106@gmail.com

cassipin25@gmail.com

cbuchanan@kent.k12.md.us

Cmcginty87@yahoo.com




2/7/202
55:52:05

2/7/202
58:32:33

2/6/202
5
19:32:52

2/6/202
5
13:57:17

2/7/202
5 8:26:07

2/6/202
5
18:25:52

2/6/202
)
19:28:30

2/6/202
5 8:39:37

2/6/202
5
15:33:49

2/6/202
59:51:21

2/7/202
59:00:51

2/6/202
59:01:24

2/6/202
5
17:54:16

2/6/202
5
11:50:53

2/6/202
5
13:28:19

2/7/202
5
11:16:10

2/6/202
5
12:28:21

2/6/202
5
21:08:24

2/7/202
5 8:52:27

Chantel
Harris

Charles
Coleman

Charles
Lerner

Chelsea
seals

Chelsey

Chelsie
Blackiston

Cherie

Cheryl
Bachmann

Cheryl
Conaway-
Dill

Cheryl
Fracassi

Chloe
Martin

Chris
Kliever

CHRIS
SHIREY

ChriShyra
Blackson

Christina
Bender

Christina
Lippincott

Christina
Stone

Christine
Clark

CJ Price

Worton

Galena

Chestertown

Chestertown

Chestertown

Rock Hall

Chestertown

Worton

Chestertown

Betterton

Chestertown

Worton

KENNEDYVILLE

Millington

Chestertown

Chestertown

Betterton

Worton

Kennedyville

chantelmuharris@gmail.comc

clcoleman15@yahoo.com

lernch@gmail.com

Chelsea.seals@minarysdreamalliance.org

Chelsey767@gmail.com

Chelsie.blackiston@yahoo.com

Chuhn@kent.k12.md.us

bachmanncy@gmail.com

c1217c@yahoo.com

cfracassi@kent.k12.md.us
cmartin@kent.k12.md.us

ckliever@kent.k12.md.us

CSHIREY42@GMAIL.COM

chrishyra@gmail.com

cbender@kent.k12.md.us

Cslippincott@gmail.com

Chriztiestone@gmail.com

csunkler@gmail.com

cj@ivingocreative.com

5608 Boundary Ave., Rock Hall, MD 21661 | Phone: 410-778-1595 | Fax: 410-778-6193




2/7/202
5
10:22:15

2/6/202
5 8:40:55

2/6/202
58:40:52

2/6/202
5
18:02:50

2/6/202
5
11:50:52

2/7/202
5 8:34:25

2/6/202
5
12:57:13

2/6/202
5
22:04:28

2/6/202
5
12:55:45

2/6/202
5
15:30:30

2/6/202
5
20:29:05

2/7/202
59:36:16

2/7/202
59:15:07

2/6/202
58:46:08

2/7/202
59:30:19

2/7/202
58:16:55

2/6/202
5
14:47:40

2/6/202
5
13:42:26

2/7/202

5
10:31:01

5608 Boundary Ave., Rock Hall, MD 21661 | Phone: 410-778-1595 | Fax: 410-778-6193

Colette
McCollum

Colin
Bachmann

Courtney
Whitby

Cristin
Kelley

Crystal
Strawbridge

Dana Smith

Daniela
Lopez

Danielle
Webb

Dany
Gonzales

David
Clayton

David
Dierker

David
Joiner

David
Richards

Dawn
Bowers

Dawn
Sutton

Deborah E.
Schelts

Deborah
Kidd

Deborah
Thomas

Denise
Jones

Galena

Worton

Henderson

Chestertown

Millington

Millington

Chestertown, Md

Millington

Chestertown, MD

David

Cheatertown

Galena

Galena

Chestertown

Rock Hall

Galena

Chestertown

RockHall

Chestertown

cjmccollum44@gmail.com

colinbachmann480@gmail.com

courtneyjwhitby@gmail.com

Clalone2013@gmail.com

Ckstrawbridge@gmail.com

DanaJay99@hotmail.com

Aleinad230483@gmail.com

Webb.danielle93@gmail.com

Dbarrios1501@gmail.com

claytoncontractingmd@gmail.com

Dmdierker@gmail.com

daj5480@yahoo.com
David.richardsOw7@gmail.com
DBOWERS@KENT.K12.MD.US
daybreak0128@gmail.com

dschelts31@gmail.com

granmommakidd@gmail.com

debra.anne102@gmail.com

dee1956.j@gmail.com




2/6/202
5
11:10:38

2/7/202
5 8:39:07

2/6/202
5
12:53:44

2/6/202
5
20:12:57

2/7/202
56:20:28

2/6/202
5
21:15:20

2/6/202
5
21:57:13

2/6/202
5
21:59:14

2/6/202
5
22:06:46

2/6/202
5
22:08:32

2/6/202
5
22:09:14

2/6/202
5
22:09:53

2/6/202
5
22:11:06

2/7/202
58:24:11

2/7/202
5 8:23:49

2/7/202
59:56:04

2/7/202
51:12:28

2/7/202
58:05:52

Dominique
Ellis Falcon

Donald
Foley

Doncella
Wilson

Donna
Dorsey-
Jackson

Doug West

Earl R
Runde

Edna M.
Glenn

Edna M.
Glenn

Edna M.
Glenn

Edna M.
Glenn

Edna M.
Glenn

Edna M.
Glenn

Edna M.
Glenn

Edward
Bilbrough

Edward
Birkmire

Eileen
Kessler

Elizabeth A.

Glenn

Elizabeth
Healy

Chestertown

Galena

Business located
in Chestertown,

MD

Worton

Chestertown

Chestertown, MD

Rock Hall

Rock Hall

Rock Hall

Rock Hall

Rock Hall

Rock Hall

Rock Hall

Millington

Chestertown MD

Chestertown

107 morgnec rd.

Apt.# J1071

Chestertown,maryl

and. 21620

Chestertown

dominique.c.ellis@gmail.com

foley62508@aol.com

Doncella.wilson@minarysdreamalliance.org

dnndorsey@gmail.com

dougdwest@gmail.com

earlrunde@gmail.com

ewalls_23@yahoo.com

ewalls_23@yahoo.com

ewalls_23@yahoo.com

ewalls_23@yahoo.com

ewalls_23@yahoo.com

ewalls_23@yahoo.com

ewalls_23@yahoo.com

alatrapper004@yahoo.com
birkmire@atlanticbb.net

eileenkessler1@me.com

Eaglenn56@gmail.com

elizabethhealy01@gmail.com

5608 Boundary Ave., Rock Hall, MD 21661 | Phone: 410-778-1595 | Fax: 410-778-6193




2/6/202
5
16:24:58

2/7/202
57:07:23

2/7/202
59:30:39

2/7/202
58:21:11

2/6/202
)
11:27:38

2/6/202
5
11:43:39

2/6/202
)
10:26:38

2/6/202
5
11:56:02

2/6/202
5
12:06:53

2/6/202
5
13:08:58

2/7/202
5
10:07:29

2/7/202
5
10:15:20

2/6/202
5
18:53:31

2/6/202
5
12:05:51

2/6/202
5
19:24:43

2/6/202
5
12:04:14

2/7/202
5 8:58:42

2/7/202
58:29:05

5608 Boundary Ave., Rock Hall, MD 21661 | Phone: 410-778-1595 | Fax: 410-778-6193

Elizabeth
Hill

Elizabeth
Lynch

Elizabeth
Randolph

Elizabeth
Rice

Elizabeth
Tussing

Elizabeth
Weisman

Elwood
Collins

Emily
McCoy

Emily
Victorius

Emmie
Nickerson

Eric Fitch

Erin Legg

Florence B.
Terrill

Franklin &
Brenda
Isaacs

Gertrude
K.Anderson

Gina
Jachimowic
z

Gladys L.
Hynson

Grace
Holmes

Kennedyville
Rock Hall,MD
Rockhall
Worton

Rock Hall
Chestertown
Chestertown

Chestertown, MD

Chestertown

Chestertown, MD

Chestertown

Chestertown

Chestertown

Chestertown

Chestertown

Chestertown

Chesapeake
Landing

Chestertown

emshill1967@gmail.com

huntingtonbeth@yahoo.com
Lizr0608@gmail.com

erice5115@gmail.com

bethtussing88@gmail.com

michael@elizabethonline.com

elwoodcollinsjr@yahoo.com

Emily.McCoy@hotmail.com

ervictorius@gmail.com

enickerson10@gmail.com

Efitch1@umd.edu

eedulin@yahoo.com

floterrill8@gmail.com

toyotaava2011@yahoo.com

andersontk1946@gmail.com

gjachimowicz@kent.k12.md.us

gladyslhynson@gmail.com

Gholmes2002@gmail.com




2/6/202
5
21:21:22

2/7/202
58:19:55

2/7/202
5 8:26:01

2/6/202
5
18:20:28

2/6/202
59:29:28

2/6/202
5
11:46:25

2/6/202
)
12:03:19

2/6/202
5
11:45:43

2/6/202
5
18:05:17

2/7/202
5
10:35:25

2/6/202
5
12:25:27

2/6/202
5
12:24:51

2/6/202
5
11:56:27

2/6/202
5
12:38:09

2/6/202
5
11:46:34

2/6/202
5
10:28:57

2/7/202
5 8:55:28

2/7/202
58:40:28

5608 Boundary Ave., Rock Hall, MD 21661 | Phone: 410-778-1595 | Fax: 410-778-6193

Gretchen
Mann

Gwen
powell

Hailee
Lowery

Haley Zullo

Hazel
Harrison

Heather
Huff

Heather
Smith

Heidi
Starkey

Helen
Maenner

Hester
Sachse

Hillary
Bitting

Holly Smith

Holly
vanDyke

lan McClain

IraTicia
Holmes

Ivette
Martinez

jaqueline
valdez

jason webb

Chestertown, MD

Betterton

Kennedyville

Worton, MD

Galena

Worton

Chestertown

Millington

Rock Hall

Chestertown, MD

Chestertown

Millington

RockHall

Chestertown

Worton

Chetsertown

galena

galena

gmann@kent.k12.md.us

Chixkickz557@yahoo.com

haileelowery04@gmail.com

zulloh@gmail.com

Hazel. harrison@kent.12, md.us

heatherhuff22@live.com

Heathercatherine89@gmail.com

hmchenry2013@gmail.com

hmcbaskets@yahoo.com

hestersachse@gmail.com

bitting.hillary@gmail.com

hbsmith74@gmail.com

hollyrockhall@yahoo.com

ianmcclain13@gmail.com

babygurlt07 @gmail.com

ivettemartinez356@gmail.com

valdezjaqueline080@gmail.com

webb.jasond@gmail.com




2/6/202
5
11:29:25

2/7/202
56:35:23

2/6/202
5
18:46:51

2/6/202
5
16:38:25

2/6/202
5
16:38:56

2/6/202
5
11:54:26

2/6/202
5
11:49:10

2/6/202
5
13:10:57

2/6/202
5
16:25:53

2/6/202
59:52:49

2/6/202
5
14:32:06

2/6/202
5
11:48:22

2/7/202
5
10:51:57

2/6/202
5
21:35:59

2/6/202
5
14:01:33

2/6/202
59:29:57

2/6/202
5
12:01:00

2/6/202
58:39:15

5608 Boundary Ave., Rock Hall, MD 21661 | Phone: 410-778-1595 | Fax: 410-778-6193

Jeff
Andersen

Jeff
Coomer

Jeff Reed

Jenifer
Emley

Jenifer
Endicott
Emley

Jenna
Joswick

Jenna
Sorensen

Jennifer
Kaehler

Jennifer
McColigan

Jennifer
Newgent

Jennifer
Proudfoot

Jennifer
Spencer

Jenny Lee
Freebery

Jenny
Maloney

Jenny
Nelson

Jeremey
Browne

Jeron
Hoxter

Jess
Clough

Chestertown

Chestertown

Chestertown

Chestertown

Chestertown

Millington, MD

Millington

Chestertown

Chestertown

Chestertown, MD

Galena, MD

Chestertown

Chestertown

Worton

Chestertown

Elkton, MD

Chestertown

Galena, MD

andersen.jeffa@gmail.com

jeffcoomer@gmail.com

jreed0631@gmail.com

jenifer.endicott@aya.yale.edu

jenifer.endicott@aya.yale.edu

jp02785@gmail.com

sorensenjen94@gmail.com

jkaehler@dixonvalve.com

jennymac21620@gmail.com

jnewgent@kent.k12.md.us

jenniferproudfoot6@gmail.com

jennyspencer3@gmail.com

jennyelee09@gmail.com

jmaloney@kent.k12.md.us

jennynelson828@gmail.com

jbrowne@kent.md.us

jhoxter83@yahoo.com

jclough@kent.k12.md.us




2/6/202
5
12:20:38

2/6/202
58:39:34

2/7/202
5
10:56:46

2/6/202
5
16:50:04

2/7/202
52:39:10

2/7/202
5 6:40:09

2/6/202
)
19:00:59

2/6/202
5
17:54:34

2/7/202
59:38:19

2/6/202
5
18:03:40

2/7/202
5 8:40:41

2/6/202
5
11:46:17

2/6/202
59:59:44

2/6/202
5
19:31:11

2/7/202
56:56:36

2/7/202
59:18:22

2/7/202
5
10:27:59

2/6/202
5
21:41:47

2/6/202

5
12:21:20

5608 Boundary Ave., Rock Hall, MD 21661 | Phone: 410-778-1595 | Fax: 410-778-6193

Jessica

Jessica
Bennett

Jessica Kerl

Jessica
Morales

Jessica
Smith

Jill Tolbert

JILLIAN
BIBLE

Joan
Horsey

Joan
Phillips

Joe Goetz

John R.
Massey

Jon Fellows

Jonathan
Small

Joseph L.
Holt

Josh Price

Joshua
Short

Julia &
Samuel
Lund

Julia Moore

Julie
Blyman

Chestertown

Millington

Chestertown

Millington

Chestertown

Chestertown

Chestertown

Chestertown,
Maryland

Worton

Chestertown

Chestertown,MD

Millington

Easton

Chestertown

Chestertown

Chestertown

Chestertown

Worton

Worton

Jblanch613@gmail.com

jbennett@kent.k12.md.us

jessicasimns@gmail.com

jesimorales14@gmail.com

Jb14874@gmail.con

jtolbert@kent.k12.md.us

Jillbible@gmail.com

joanhorsey@gmail.com

juskitty.kittem50@gmail.com

goetzj97@gmail.com

pearls2@verizon.net

jon@ashleyinsurance.com

jsmall@kent.k12.md.us

jholt1961@gmail.com

Joshprice0419@gmail.com

joshuashort187@gmail.com

Julialund51@gmail.com

jheidler3@gmail.com

jriceblyman@gmail.com




2/6/202
5
12:27:04

2/6/202
5
20:24:55

2/6/202
5
11:47:51

2/7/202
59:06:21

2/7/202
58:57:33

2/6/202
5
22:12:16

2/6/202
58:43:54

2/7/202
5 8:44:38

2/7/202
56:56:04

2/6/202
5
21:18:53

2/7/202
58:26:08

2/6/202
5
12:23:30

2/7/202
5 8:29:02

2/7/202
59:06:04

2/7/202
59:58:07

2/7/202
59:21:583

2/7/202
5 8:43:49

2/7/202
58:50:10

2/6/202
58:41:33

2/6/202
5
22:53:06

2/6/202
5
12:25:18

5608 Boundary Ave., Rock Hall, MD 21661 | Phone: 410-778-1595 | Fax: 410-778-6193

Justin Tiller

Kailee
Dierker

Kailyn
Durkee

Kaitlyn
Baitsholts

kaitlyn
piasecki

Kaitlyn
Wright

Karen
House

karen
Peacock

Kasey Price

Katie
Hughes

Katie
Moulsdale

Kayla
Moore

Kayla Press

Keira
McKenzie

Kelley
Melvin

Kelli Poore

kellie
chgambers

Kelly Bitter

Kelly Turner

Ken Collins

Khalil
Wright

Worton

Chestertown

Chestertown, MD

Rock Hall

galena

Chestertown, MD

Chestertown
Millington
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12:02:23 Reed

2/7/202
5  Tony Reed Chestertown tonyreed022@gmail.com
12:03:27

2/7/202
5 SaraBrock = Millington, MD svbrock329@gmail.com
12:04:31

2/7/202 .
5 Michelle Galena ccrouchsr@gmail.com

12:04:57 Crouch

2/7/202
5
12:04:58

2/7/202 Moussa
5 Diadne Galena beicha7863@gmail.com
12:06:34 9

Deborah

Sl Galena debbie.bramble@yahoo.com

Adam Millington,

Brock Maryland adambrock4@gmail.com

Carol Griffin
(retired
teacher)
KCMS

2/7/202
5
12:09:03

Church Hill, Md CAROLGRIFFIN2007 @VERIZON.NET

2/7/202 Tracie

5 Diadne Galena traciediagne@yahoo.com
12:09:40 g
2/7/202 Brian

5 . Chestertown b_grussing@yahoo.com
12:15:18 | Grussing

2/7/202 Jasmine
5 Chestertown Jasmine96.1d@gmail.com

12:19:44  SUN

2/7/202 A
5 Christie Worton cgerrior@kent.k12.md.us

12:20:05 Gerrior

2/7/202
5
12:20:52

2/7/202
5
12:21:18

2/7/202 Justinian
5 dispenza Galena lantauguitarlessons@gmail.com
12:27:34 'SP

Kyla

Mackey Chestertown Mackey2012@gmail.com

Doug

Mackey Chestertown Dougmackey30@gmail.com

5608 Boundary Ave., Rock Hall, MD 21661 | Phone: 410-778-1595 | Fax: 410-778-6193




2/7/202
5
12:28:16

2/7/202
5
12:35:05

2/7/202
5
12:41:12

2/7/202
5
12:50:40

2/7/202
5
12:53:24

2/7/202
5
12:54:33

2/7/202
5
12:55:15

2/7/202
5
13:05:33

2/7/202
5
13:05:48

2/7/202
5
13:12:02

2/7/202
5
13:25:39

2/7/202
5
13:37:12

2/7/202
5
13:49:41

2/7/202
5
13:50:34

2/7/202
5
13:51:04

2/7/202
5
13:56:56

2/7/202
5
13:58:42

5608 Boundary Ave., Rock Hall, MD 21661 | Phone: 410-778-1595 | Fax: 410-778-6193

Patrick
Pannett

Nicole in
den Bosch

Roni
Thomas

Tamy
Buckel, MD

Patrick
Nugent

Roderick
Freeman

Anna
Hayman

Jane Joiner

Brooke
Grieb

Ashley
Chapa

Tim
Spencer

Sarah
Starman

Erin Clark

Ashley
Spittel

MELISSA
MANN

Sarah
Minner Dahl

Charles
Athey

Chestertown

Kennedyville MD

21645

Rock hall

Rock Hall

Chestertown

Worton

Chestertown

Millington

Galena

Chestertown

Crofton, MD

Rock Hall

Chestertown

Worton, MD

WORTON

Denton, MD

Chestertown

ppannett@gmail.com

Indenbosch@me.com

Rlglenn506@yahoo.com

tb@shore-derm.com

pnugent2@washcoll.edu

Roderickf160@gmail.com

ahayman06@gmail.com

laviniajane75@gmail.com

j.a.c.k.10162013@gmail.com

Ashleychapa7554@gmail.com

spencer_tim@yahoo.com

sarahstarman@gmail.com

Erin.clark@maryland.gov

ashleyspittel@gmail.com

MLMANNS838@GMAIL.COM

sarah.minner@gmail.com

charles.athey@gmail.com




2/7/202
5
13:59:42

2/7/202
5
13:59:59

2/7/202
5
14:00:08

2/7/202
5
14:00:29

2/7/202
5
14:06:09

2/7/202
5
14:07:07

2/7/202
5
14:09:24

2/7/202
5
14:10:00

2/7/202
5
14:19:45

2/7/202
5
14:22:01

2/7/202
5
14:23:53

2/7/202
5
14:25:15

2/7/202
5
14:39:36

2/7/202
5
14:41:25

2/7/202
5
14:53:41

2/7/202
5
14:58:31

2/7/202
5
14:59:48

5608 Boundary Ave., Rock Hall, MD 21661 | Phone: 410-778-1595 | Fax: 410-778-6193

Matt
Huttenlock

Rev. Joel
Tolbert

Amanda
Jackson

Kasey
Griffitts

Autumn
Noelle
Smolens

KC Terrill

isaiah
medicus

Isaiah
Harris

Tyray
Johnson

Heidi haigis

Catherine
Bushby

Wendy
Loller

Shane
White

Heather
Mizeur

Kate Livie

Suzanne
Thuecks

Molly Streit

Perkasie

Chestertown

Millington

Galena

Chestertown, MD

Chestertown

chestertown

Rock Hall

Kent County

Chestertown

Chestertown, MD

21620

Worton

Chestertown

Chestertown

Chestertown

Chestertown, MD

Chestertown

Juhuttenlock@gmail.con

treblotj@yahoo.com

amandajackson@kent.k12.md.us

Kaseynoel17@yahoo.com

asmolens@students.kent.k12.md.us

kcterrill9@icloud.com

imedicus@students.kent.k12.md.us

iharris@students.kent.k12.md.us

tyrayjohnson31@gmail.com

Heidispray2020@icloud.com

Bushby.catherine@gmail.com

Wendyloller@yahoo.com

stw9267@gmail.com

heather@heathermizeur.com

Quitebrackish@gmail.com

sthuecks@gmail.com

mollystreit96@gmail.com




2/7/202
5
15:00:38

2/7/202
5
15:01:26

2/7/202
5
15:02:13

2/7/202
5
15:04:28

2/7/202
5
15:04:46

2/7/202
5
15:05:31

2/7/202
5
15:05:53

2/7/202
5
15:06:35

2/7/202
5
15:06:41

2/7/202
5
15:10:13

2/7/202
5
15:14:58

2/7/202
5
15:20:54

2/7/202
5
15:25:08

2/7/202
5
15:25:16

2/7/202
5
15:26:56

2/7/202
5
15:28:50

2/7/202
5
15:33:32

5608 Boundary Ave., Rock Hall, MD 21661 | Phone: 410-778-1595 | Fax: 410-778-6193

Mary Alice
Ball

Katie
Charles

Adam
Goodheart

Cheyenne
Hynson

Cori Lynn
Arnold

Andrew
Oros

Brian
Palmer

Erin
Anderson

Lindsay
Sheldon

Jeanne
Hamilton

Matthew
Swanson

Jesse
Andrews

Gabe
Feinberg

Martin
Ponti

Brenda
Price

Brenda
Price

Brenda
Price

Chestertown

Chestertown,

Chestertown,

MD

MD

Chestertown md

Chestertown

Chestertown

Chestertown,

Chestertown

Chestertown

Chestertown

Chestertown,
Maryland

Chestertown

Chestertown,

Chestertown

Chestertown

Chestertown

Chestertown

MD

Md

maryaliceball.phd@gmail.com

KATIEGCHARLES@GMAIL.COM

adamgoodh@gmail.com

H.cheyenne15@gmail.com

Mrs.h.bucket@gmail.com

a_oros@yahoo.com

Bpalmer2@washcoll.edu

erink262000@yahoo.com

Isheldon659@gmail.com

hamiltonj@me.com

matthew@robbiandmatthew.com

jandrews4@washcoll.edu

gabriel.feinberg@gmail.com

ponti.martin@gmail.com

bprice@kent.k12.md.us

bprice@kent.k12.md.us

bprice@kent.k12.md.us




2/7/202
5
15:41:08

2/7/202
5
15:44:26

2/7/202
5
15:45:25

2/7/202
5
15:47:06

2/7/202
5
15:48:11

2/7/202
5
15:48:53

2/7/202
5
15:48:58

2/7/202
5
16:00:12

2/7/202
5
16:01:00

2/7/202
5
16:01:46

2/7/202
5
16:09:50

2/7/202
5
16:10:36

2/7/202
5
16:11:14

2/7/202
5
16:11:18

2/7/202
5
16:11:59

2/7/202
5
16:12:33

2/7/202
5
16:12:48

5608 Boundary Ave., Rock Hall, MD 21661 | Phone: 410-778-1595 | Fax: 410-778-6193

Deborah
Mizeur

Samantha
Way

Carol Ross

Brandon
Pledgrr

Frank and
Cathy Legg

TonyWisnie
ski

Andrey
Perez

Jaelon T.
Moaney

Jennifer
Wienhold

Kreigh Kirby

Judi O'Brien

Prof. Karen
L Smith

rosa
Cifuentes

Brandywine
White

Dan
Hamilton

Jaime
orndorff

Stephanie
Lindsey

Chestertown

Chestertown

Galena MD

Chestertown

Chestertown

Rock Hall, MD

Easton, MD

Chestertown, MD

Chestertown

Chestertown

Chestertown

Chestertown

worton

Chestertown

Chestertown

Chestertown

Worton maryland

Deborahmizeur@gmail.com

Sway2@washcoll.edu

Carosssail@gmail.com

Brandon.pledger@yahoo.com

cathylegg2010@gmail.com

tonywisnieski@aol.com

andreyperez1738@gmail.com

Jmoaney2@washcoll.edu

jwienhold16@gmail.com

kjkirby@kent.k12.md.us

judiro@gmail.com

ksmith2@washcoll.edu

Rosycifuentes00@gmail.com

brandywine.teresa@gmail.com

danhamiltoné@icloud.com

Jorndorff2012@gmail.com

lindseystephanie502@gmail.com




2/7/202
5
16:13:09

2/7/202 Corey

5
16:13:19 Gamboa

2/7/202
5
16:13:47

2/7/202 Amber
5 Worton ambersullivan465@yahoo.com

16:1516 Sullivan

2/7/202
5
16:15:33

2/7/202 Carolyn

5 .
16:16:10 Baitsholts

2/7/202
5
16:18:01

2/7/202 .
5 Tabitha Chestertown tabithaaapaige80@icloud.com

16:18:33 hinefelt

2/7/202
5  Kylee Pitts Chestertown Jkylee456@gmail.com
16:18:50

2/7/202
5
16:20:51

2/7/202 Cheryl

5
16:21:15  Butler

2/7/202
5
16:26:38

2/7/202
5
16:26:53

2/7/202 i
5 Dr. Nikita Chestertown drnikitabeckhubbard@gmail.com

16:29:13 Beck Burt

2/7/202
5
16:30:13

2/7/202
5 Deonte Burt | Chestertown marylandstatedirectorabp@gmail.com
16:30:14

2/7/202
5  Harold Chestertown eldersomerville@gmail.com
16:30:27

Melony

Kimble Chestertown kimblemelony@gmail.com

Worton coriumstars@gmail.com

Carolyn

Sheple Chestertown Carolynshepke1@hotmail.com

Tyler

Baitsholts Chestertown Tyler.baitsholts@yahoo.com

Chestertown Carolyn.baitsholts@yahoo.com

lesha

Warrick Chestertown ijameka@gmail.com

Jaime Chestertown,

Ingram Maryland Jaimarie11691@gmail.com

Chestertown nicieyb@yahoo.com

Marti

stuedle Chestertown md Mstuedle@gmail.com

Kristy

Whiteley Chestertown Kristy.nicholson@rocketmail.com

Kody

Shepke Chestertown koshepke71700@gmail.com

5608 Boundary Ave., Rock Hall, MD 21661 | Phone: 410-778-1595 | Fax: 410-778-6193




2/7/202
5
16:30:37

2/7/202
5
16:31:18

2/7/202
5
16:31:48

2/7/202
5
16:32:07

2/7/202
5
16:32:17

2/7/202
5
16:32:36

2/7/202
5
16:32:51

2/7/202
5
16:33:20

2/7/202
5
16:33:51

2/7/202
5
16:35:40

2/7/202
5
16:36:01

2/7/202
5
16:36:25

2/7/202
5
16:37:06

2/7/202
5
16:38:28

2/7/202
5
16:38:52

2/7/202
5
16:42:23

2/7/202
5
16:42:57

5608 Boundary Ave., Rock Hall, MD 21661 | Phone: 410-778-1595 | Fax: 410-778-6193

Cynthia
Moore

Brad Moore

Trice Moore

Lindsay
Cheek

Maranda
Ragsdale

Edward
Ragsdale

Kimberly
Jamar

Terri
Mullikin

Rachel Lynn
hurtt

Krista
Carney

Sarah
Milburn

Shameka
Baynard

Michael
Hickman

Sara Dion

Cory Dion

Dale Daigle

Nicole Teat

Worton

Worton

Worton

Chestertown

Chestertown

Chestertown

Chestertown

Rock Hall, MD

Chestertown
Maryland

Chestertown, MD

Millington

Chestertown

Rock Hall

Chestertown, MD

Chestertown, MD

Rock Hall

Chestertown

cmmoore2004@gmail.com

Btmoore25351@gmail.com

Trice.moore06@gmail.com

Linds.cheek@gmail.com

Maranda_ragsdale@yahoo.com

Edward_ragsdale1@yahoo.com

kj890710@gmail.com

rockhallpixie@verizon.net

Rlhgrad2003@aol.com

kristacarneymm@gmail.com

angelkulp@gmail.com

Sbaynard86@gmail.com

Emthickman@gmail.com

Sara.Elizabeth.r19@gmail.com

C.dion@snet.net

ddaigle2@gmial.com

nikkib7446@gmail.com




2/7/202
5
16:45:54

2/7/202
5
16:45:59

2/7/202
5
16:47:43

2/7/202
5
16:48:15

2/7/202
5
16:50:02

2/7/202
5
16:50:49

2/7/202
5
16:50:52

2/7/202
5
16:53:23

2/7/202
5
16:53:26

2/7/202
5
16:53:58

2/7/202
5
16:54:01

2/7/202
5
16:54:26

2/7/202
5
16:55:36

2/7/202
5
16:58:22

2/7/202
5
16:59:24

2/7/202
5
17:01:23

2/7/202
5
17:02:48

5608 Boundary Ave., Rock Hall, MD 21661 | Phone: 410-778-1595 | Fax: 410-778-6193

Jennifer
Nesbitt

Wayne
Ward

Piers Heriz-
Smith

Stephany
Baize

Sara

Eric Savage

Elizabeth
Greenwell

Retha J
Arrabal

Eva Clough

Rebecca
Heriz-Smith

James
Greenwell

Brenda
Lyons

Courtney
Miller

Robert Behr

Kari Denis

Rebecca
Glenn

Gary
Horsey

Betterton, MD

Worton

Millington

Massey

Worton

Chestertown

Betterton

Chestertown

Galena

Millington

Betterton

Chestertown

Chestertown

Chestertown

Chestertown

Rock Hall

Chestertown

jnesb11@gmail.com

wward18@yahoo.com

piers@heriz-smith.com

Stephanybaize@gmail.com

saramoore80@yahoo.com

esav89@gmail.com

elliegreenwell23@gmail.com

rarrabal@hotmail.com

Cloughgal@gmail.com

rebecca@heriz-smith.com

Jamesagreenwell@hotmail.com

Mail2bkay@gmail.com

Courtney.miller0930@yahoo.com

robbi@busloadofbooks.com

Frenchy743@yahoo.com

mrs.knobbyglenn@gmail.com

ghorsey@gmail.com




2/7/202
5
17:04:33

2/7/202
5
17:05:20

2/7/202
5
17:06:29

2/7/202
5
17:07:27

2/7/202
5
17:07:48

2/7/202
5
17:12:48

2/7/202
5
17:13:17

2/7/202
5
17:13:18

2/7/202
5
17:15:53

2/7/202
5
17:17:06

2/7/202
5
17:21:57

2/7/202
5
17:22:46

2/7/202
5
17:24:40

2/7/202
5
17:25:16

2/7/202
5
17:27:07

2/7/202
5
17:28:44

2/7/202
5
17:30:12

Wendy keen

Michelle
Crabtree

Madison
Bennett

Andrew
Germain

Joanne
McNamara

Sandy
Zappia

Jacki Speck

Emily Hill

Jonathan
Speck

Stacey
Morris

Morgan
Brady

Chris Geras

Laura Brilz

George R.
Shivers

Felipe
Mendoza Jr

Mary Jo
Veverka

Don
Spagnolo

Galena

Rock Hall

Chestertown

Chestertown

Church Hill

Rock Hall

Chestertown

Betterton

Chestertown

Chestertown

Worton

Chestertown, MD

Rock Hall

Chestertown, MD

Galena

Bethesda

Rock Hall

wendykeen8@gmail.com

Imichellecrabtree@yahoo.com

Mlben98@gmail.com

acg360@yahoo.com

Jspilich@gmail.com

hmbzpp77@gmail.com

jaxanne1974@gmail.com

Erhill@udel.edu

jspeck3038@gmail.com

Scmorris1967@gmail.comscmorris1967 @g
mail.com

morgantiffani96@gmail.com

Cgeras@ymail.com

Laurabrilz@gmail.con

gshivers2@washcoll.edu

Fmendozajr2000@gmail.com

Mjv720@yahoo.com

Spagnolod@icloud.com

5608 Boundary Ave., Rock Hall, MD 21661 | Phone: 410-778-1595 | Fax: 410-778-6193




2/7/202
5
17:33:09

2/7/202
5
17:36:22

2/7/202
5
17:39:43

2/7/202
5
17:40:26

2/7/202
5)
17:43:22

2/7/202
5
17:43:22

2/7/202
5
17:43:52

2/7/202
5
17:58:21

2/7/202
5
17:58:49

2/7/202
5
18:05:46

2/7/202
5
18:05:57

2/19/20
25
13:51:47

2/24/20
25
13:13:48

2/24/20
25
15:13:51

2/24/20
25
15:50:26

2/24/20
25
16:00:00

2/24/20
25
16:00:40

5608 Boundary Ave., Rock Hall, MD 21661 | Phone: 410-778-1595 | Fax: 410-778-6193

Brian
Clothier

Janita
Manley

Barbara
Hurtt

Mary
Nickerson

Molly Depp

Elizabeth
Usilton

Alex Bruce

James
Tipton

Meagan
Symes

Susan
Glenn

Michelle
ticknor

Eamon
Lindsay

Paula
Reeder

Nicole
Caringal

Beverly
Wolff

Marianne
Sade

Ashley
Singer

Chestertown

Chestertown

Worton

Fairlee

Chestertown

Chestertown

Kennedyville

Chestertown

Chestertown

Chestertown

Millington, md

Chestertown

Still Pond

Chestertown

Chestertown

Chestertown

Chestertown

Clothiersports@yahoo.com

janitamanley@gmail.com

Bhilty@atlanticbb.net

Menickerson@kent.k12.md.us

Mollymdepp@gmail.com

Erinehart13@gmail.com

Alex.lloyd147@yahoo.com

jctipton93@gmail.com

Meagan.symes@gmail.com

Susanglenn03@aol.com

Ticknor.michelle@gmail.com

emeraldeamon@gmail.com

paulareeder1@gmail.com

Thecaringals@gmail.com

Beverlywolff24@gmail.com

lainom@gmail.com

Asinger@opendoorsed.org




2/24/20
25
16:10:12

2/24/20
25
16:31:49

2/24/20
25
16:32:42

2/24/20
25
17:46:56

2/24/20
25
17:52:30

2/24/20
25
18:32:06

2/25/20
25
1:03:15
2/25/20
25
10:47:51

2/25/20
25
11:16:14

2/25/20
25
15:50:46

2/25/20
25
16:05:21

2/25/20
25
19:20:10

2/25/20
25
19:20:57

2/25/20
25
19:21:25

2/25/20
25
19:21:47

2/26/20
25
11:56:12

2/26/20
25
11:57:27

5608 Boundary Ave., Rock Hall, MD 21661 | Phone: 410-778-1595 | Fax: 410-778-6193

Richard
Balaban

George
Hardy

Jane Hardy

Anne
Forrest

Joanna
Blackburn

Sophie
Tullier

Margaret
Fallaw

Nancy
Holland

Jessica Kerl

Carol Davis

Patricia
Kilby

Jenifer
Endicott
Emley

Jenifer
Endicott
Emley

Jenifer
Endicott
Emley

Jenifer

Endicott
Emley

Ashley
Arnold

Anne
Martel-
Parrish

Chestertown

Chestertown, MD

Chestertown, MD

Chestertown

Worton

Chestertown

Chestertown

Chestertown

Chestertown

Chestertown, MD

21620

Chestertown

Chestertown

Chestertown

Chestertown

Chestertown

Chestertown

Chestertown

rcbalaban103@gmail.com

ghardy3@gmail.com

janewhardy@gmail.com

anne@littlewoodranch.com

Joannaandbruce@aim.com

sophie.tullier@gmail.com

cliokent@yahoo.com

holland.nlh@gmail.com

jessicasimns@gmail.com

inspiringmore@yahoo.com

ScarletOHara5@aol.com

jenifer.endicott@aya.yale.edu

jenifer.endicott@aya.yale.edu

jenifer.endicott@aya.yale.edu

jenifer.endicott@aya.yale.edu

Ashley.n.arnold95@gmail.com

amarteel2@washcoll.edu




2/26/20
25
11:57:29

2/26/20
25
11:57:40

2/26/20
25
11:58:13

2/26/20
25
11:58:16

2/26/20
25
11:59:12

2/26/20
25
11:59:23

2/26/20
25
12:00:38

2/26/20
25
12:00:48

2/26/20
25
12:01:34

2/26/20
25
12:01:43

2/26/20
25
12:01:47

2/26/20
25
12:02:42

2/26/20
25
12:02:57

2/26/20
25
12:03:45

2/26/20
25
12:04:02

2/26/20
25
12:04:28

2/26/20
25
12:05:08

5608 Boundary Ave., Rock Hall, MD 21661 | Phone: 410-778-1595 | Fax: 410-778-6193

Laura
McKenzie

Sara Moore

Stefanie
Clayton

Sara

Rosemary
Crawford

Dawn Stead

Jonathan
Wasserman

Mike
Iseman

Dorvonda
Warren

Gladys L.
Hynson

Roxie
Newsome

Andrea
Boothby
Rice

Ashley
Davidson

Michelle
Cerino

Michelle
Cerino

Chris
Cerino

Laurie

Chestertown

Worton

Worton

Chestertown

Chestertown, MD

Galena

Chestertown

Chestertown
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Testimony in Support of SB0843

02/25/2025

SB0843 School Construction - Local Cost-Share - Alterations

Dear Chairman Guzzone and Members of the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee:

I am writing today to express my strong support of bill SB0843 - sponsored by Delegates Jacobs, Ghrist,
and Arentz, and Senator Hershey. This bill requests that an adjustment is made for the local cost-share
for school construction projections under certain circumstances.

The school is truly ancient, and is falling apart. It is unfortunate just how often the children have to be sent
home because of a sewage break, but there is no alternative. If | could pull my daughter out of this
particular school in favor of another | certainly would. | have one more younger daughter in this system, |
really hope we can do better for her, when it's time for her to attention middle school.

Kent County Middle School serves all of Kent County with a high population of students who qualify for
free or reduced price meals. The current state cost share for public school construction for Kent County is
designated as 50%, leaving our small county of 22,000 to cover about $45 million to build a new school.
This is about 3/4 of Kent County's entire yearly budget. Unfortunately, we know this project literally cannot
happen without an increase in support from the state.

In past years, the state has granted counties in similar situations a much higher percentage of costs. Kent
County has 86% of students qualifying for CEP. Caroline County, with 85% CEP, was granted 94% from
the state for eligible costs. Wicomico, with 77% CEP, was granted 98% from the state.

Kent County Middle School was built in 1946. That was 79 years ago, the year World War |l ended, the
same year the world’s first general-service computer was introduced to the world.

We cannot expect our children to thrive when they are trying to learn in a building that is almost 80 years
old and is crumbling around them. There are leaks in the roof, rooms without windows, and no spaces
designed to accommodate and support the pedagogical advancements of the past 80 years. It looks and
feels like a bunker. How can our students learn to prepare for the future when their school is a relic of the
past?

Our kids and teachers need a new building—one that reflects the fact that we are living in the 21st
century. Our community needs this school. But we do not have the funds to pay for it because our county
is small and our budgets are as well. It is an injustice of our forward-thinking state to leave Kent County
students behind and to continue to forfeit their futures because our county is unable to fund a new school
building. Kids deserve a healthy, safe and welcoming school building that inspires learning, no matter
where they’re from.

Please advocate for our often overlooked and undervalued students by voting favorably on SB0843 to
give them the best environment for success.

Sincerely,



Tristan Stone
3 Wheeler
Betterton, MD 21610
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DEMOCRATIC CLUB OF KENT COUNTY

Senator Guy Guzzone, Chair
Senator Jim Rosapepe, Vice Chair
Budget and Taxation Committee

3 West, Miller Senate Office Building
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

March 4, 2025
Dear Chair Guzzone, Vice Chair Rosapepe, and Members of the Committee:
RE: SB 834 - School Construction - Local Cost-Share - Alterations
Position: Support

The Democratic Club of Kent County asks the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee
to report FAVORABLY on SB 834. We write not as representatives of a partisan
political group, but as citizens of Kent County. This bill matters to all of us, regardless of
party — it will enable us to build a new middle school here, which we desperately need.

Kent County has only one middle school, and the building has been serving our children
since 1950. To be blunt, it is falling apart, despite the best efforts of the Kent County
Public Schools to keep it up and running. Just in the past months the building has had
to shut down several times due to plumbing issues. The roof leaks when it rains, and
that has been getting worse for several years now. As a retired school mental health
professional, | can attest to the adverse impact that such conditions can have on
student achievement. Our kids deserve better.

It is also essential to point out the unique needs of the Kent County Public Schools — we
are the smallest school district, in the smallest county in the state. Our student poverty
rate is such that all students at all five of our schools qualify for free breakfast and
lunch. In short, we just cannot afford a new school without your help.

Thank you for considering our comments on SB 834, and for your support of our
students. If we can be of any further assistance as the Budget and Taxation Committee
considers this bill, please do not hesitate to contact us at info@dckcmd.com.

Respectfully submitted,

Bill Flook, Ph.D.
President, Democratic Club of Kent County
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Maryland Wes Moore | Governor
Interagency Commission Edward J. Kasemeyer | Chair
™ on School Construction Alex Donahue | Executive Director

Letter of Opposition to SB 0843 - School Construction - Local
Cost-Share - Alterations — February 28, 2025

Delegate Ben Barnes Senator Guy Guzzone

Chair, House Appropriations Committee Chair, Senate Budget & Taxation Committee
121 Taylor House Office Building 3 West Miller Senate Office Building
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 Annapolis, Maryland 21401

Delegate Barnes and Senator Guzzone,
Agency Statement of Position
The Interagency Commission does not support SB0843 for three reasons:

e It would override the IAC'’s statutory authority to determine how it allocates State capital funds to
school districts’ projects pursuant to formulas duly adopted in regulation and applicable to all project
requests — an authority central to its ability to carry out its core mission and statutory responsibilities;

e It would suspend one of the IAC’s central equity mechanisms — the State-Local Cost Share system —
and arbitrarily shift approximately $8 million from other counties’ high-priority projects to one
singled-out project that currently is behind a number of other projects in terms of readiness; and

e Legislation that overrides the IAC’s State-local cost-share system for a single case may induce other
counties to pursue similar legislatively directed increases in State support for projects in a manner that
reduces the effectiveness of one of the IAC’s central equity mechanisms.

Scope of the Bill

This bill would adjust the State cost share to approximately 84% for projects meeting a set of specific criteria.
At this time, the only school in the State that meets the criteria is Kent County Middle School (KCMS) in Kent
County, which has a full replacement project pending at the IAC. Should Talbot County choose in the near
future to allow all of their schools to participate in the Community Eligibility Program, which gives free and
reduced-priced lunches as an option at all schools, then projects at most of the Talbot County schools
(including the pending Chapel District Elementary School renovation-addition project) may also become
eligible for this increase to the State cost share.

Fiscal Impact to the State

Assuming an estimated total eligible construction cost of $43,032,000 and an estimated total project cost of
$66,700,000, the bill would adjust State and Local Cost Shares on the KCMS project as follows:
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Re: Letter of Opposition - SB 843

February 10, 2025

8 |
Est. Total
State Share of | Local Share of | Ineligible Costs | Project Cost
KCMS Project Eligible Costs | Eligible Costs | (100% Local) per KCPS
Without | 65% State cost share (= 50% base | $27,971,000 $15,061,000 $23,668,000
SB843 | + 15% for 3 add-ons)
$66,700,000
With ~84% State cost share (no add-ons | $36,146,000 $6,886,000 $23,668,000
SB843 | available per SB843 language)
Difference | + $8,175,000 - $8,175,000

The IAC interprets SB0843 as mandating a calculated State share for the KCMS project that cannot include any
of the add-ons. Based on Kent County’s base State Cost Share of 50%, plus an additional 15% as a result of
qualifying for the 5% Concentration of Poverty Add-On, the 5% Maintenance Add-On, and — pending
confirmation and therefore not yet shown on the IAC’'s 90% CIP recommendations — the 5% Net-Zero Add-On,
SB0843 would direct the IAC to award an estimated $8,175,000 more to the KCMS project than it otherwise

would under its rules.

Fiscal Impact to Other Counties

Because State-funded school construction projects are funded over several years, with partial funding awards
being granted each year on pace with actual construction spending, the total additional expense of $8,175,000
would likely be broken up over the course of 2-3 years, resulting in a yearly reduction of $2,725,800 to

$4,087,500 in the funding available to the remaining LEAS’ projects as a result of this bill.

Even if the IAC were to vary its rules and award more than the standard amount to the KCMS project, the IAC

would first need additional appropriations with which to do so. Should the IAC receive additional

appropriations, however, the KCMS project would not be first in line to receive such because

e The project has not yet begun construction;
e There are five IAC-approved projects in other counties for which construction is already underway and
that require delivery of portions of their Maximum State Awards that currently are unfunded and would
take precedence over the KCMS project; and
e There are three other projects currently requesting first-year construction funding alongside KCMS that,
due to their greater extent of design and/or construction progress at this point in time, would likely take

precedence over the KCMS project.

Regards,

Alex Donahue
Executive Director
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Re: Letter of Opposition - SB 843
February 10, 2025

Cc:  Delegate Jefferson Ghrist, District 36
Delegate Steven Arentz, District 36
Delegate Jay Jacobs, District 36
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