Charles W. Thompson | thompsonchuck@comcast.net

e Bill 701 -

House Committee on Economic Matters
“Gasoline-Powered Leaf Blowers - Purchase, Use, and Sale - Prohibitions (Clean Air Quiet
Communities Act)”

Please return an UNFAVORABLE report for HB0701.

The economy in Maryland is heading in a bad direction, so all legislation needs to be focused on
job creation to help address these current trends.

The attached table contains population and employment information provided by the U.S.
Census Bureau for the State of Maryland. There are many unfavorable trends that have a
devastating impact on the economy:

e The population growth is slowing down; 2023 only grew by 5,203 people

e The percentage of Marylanders participating in the workforce has dropped from 69.5%

to 67.5%
e Teenage and early 20s cohorts contracted, while 65 years and over cohort grew by 50%
e The state is rapidly aging

The trade-offs associated with this Bill are not employment friendly:

e Mandating technologies that require reinvestments will make it harder to maintain and
expand the workforce, especially for small businesses and lower income contractors

e Reduced competition and options will lead to higher prices

e Less employment opportunities for unskilled workers delays the development of skills
for higher paying positions and the beginning of wealth creation

e Jobs and sales will migrate to neighboring states; this means a lower base for income
and sales taxes

A point will be reached when Marylanders say they’ve had enough and begin to begin to walk.

Please consider these and other unintended consequences of this Bill and return an
UNFAVORABLE report for HB0701.

Thank ygy for your consideration,
(l/

Chuck T I pson

Pasadena, MD
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