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My name is Thomas Prestar, and2Zyears ago I was the victim of a domestic viotence
murder-suicide that occured at my secondary part-time job. I was actuatty shot through
the arm & back, and it took Dr's over 7 hours to puzzte-piece me back together. I was A
comptetety innocent bystander that had no ties or invotvement whatsoever to either party,

and was simpty doing the responsibte thing trying to make a better Life for my famity by
earning additional. income. However, since I was shot whil.e CLOCKED lN at my part-time
job, which was a basic gas station position, I wasn't LEGALLY permitted to ctaim any of the
[ost wages from my career job position as a carpenter buil.ding houses futt-time, due to
Marytand's Workers Comp [aws. lf it wasn't for those [aws, I never woutd have gone through
any of the financial. hardships that I struggl.ed through back then & that I stitt deat with
today 2Zyears later.

Without ctaiming both sets of lost wages from the 2 jobs, I was onty permitted to receive
80% of my part-time weekty income. That meant I went from making thousands of dottars
each month, which was enough to cover al.l. the rent, utilities & househotd bitts for mysetf &
myyoungwife at the time, to making only $ZZq bi-weekl,y each month. After a year of
deating with my physical, emotiona[ & financiaI issues from the shooting, my wife coutdn't
take it anymore & she teft. After Losing my marriage, my house, my car & even my abitity to
ctap or tie my shoes, I was forced to move back into my parents house at the age of 23 with
no hope or outtook for my future. After starting over from scratch with nothing, I was abte to
make a career for mysetf in the car business simpl.y because I can physicatty do it with 1

hand. My hope is to see the Maryl.and Workers Comp laws corrected by a[l.owing injured
parties the abitity to ctaim ALL of their lost wages f rom every job they currentty have, so
their famiLies never go through the same things my famil,y & I have deatt with for the past 2
decades. Thank you for your time.
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