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Support: The CHERISH our Communities Act: from Cumulative
Harms to Environmental Restoration for Improving Shared
Health (SB 978)

The Alliance of Nurses for Healthy Environments (ANHE) supports
the CHERISH our Communities Act in Maryland.

Nurses consistently see evidence of the health harms of toxic
environmental exposures in our everyday work and are often the
“eyes and ears” of the care teams in which we work.

As the only national nursing organization focused solely on the
intersection of health and the environment, ANHE supports a
cumulative impact analysis and approach. Using a cumulative
impacts framework' makes regulating over 80,000 chemicals
possible, and can potentially reduce disparities? in environmental
exposure which is especially important for Black, Brown, and
low-income communities who are exposed to higher levels of
pollution. Cumulative impact assessment has been endorsed by
governments, scientists, and communities as a process that can
demonstrate a need for greater environmental protections through its
examination of multiple environmental, social, and health burdens
and stressors many of which occur at the same time and are
concentrated in low-income and communities of color.?

As nurses and healthcare providers, we know that nobody is exposed
to one pollutant at a time. Peoples’ actual lived experience includes
exposure to multiple pollutants, from multiple sources, interacting with
other stressors in real time. Environmental exposures continue to
occur at every level of human development and can have a single
effect or cumulative effects across the lifespan.

ANHE applauds steps taken in recent years at the federal level on
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cumulative impacts.*>®’ However, many chemicals which have long been known to be
dangerous such as lead, ethylene oxide and vinyl chloride remain in use harming our
patients, communities and workers across the nation.

This is a moment in our country for states to take the lead. ANHE supports a
cumulative impact approach in all levels of government from the federal, to state, local,
and Sovereign Nation governments. States like New Jersey® and Massachusetts,’ and
local governments have been leading the way'® in cumulative impacts policies and
method developments.

There is a history of cumulative impacts implementation or written protocols for
implementation, including the State of New Jersey’s rule," the Massachusetts rule,’
and the Minnesota law’s process document." This is certainly not an exhaustive list,
and demonstrates a large body of work that deserves continued attention and growth,
and implementation in overburdened communities.

Maryland lags behind other states that have passed laws requiring assessment of the
cumulative impacts of multiple polluters on the same community. As nurses, we are led
by our professional obligations™ which make addressing health, environment and safety
a professional focus. In Maryland, many communities face a barrage of pollution
sources. In South Baltimore alone, residents are surrounded by nearly 100
EPA-regulated polluting facilities, including:

e A massive trash incinerator, the nation’s largest medical waste incinerator, and
multiple landfills.

e A wastewater treatment plant and an animal rendering plant. An open-air coal
terminal, a coal ash landfill, and oil and gas tanks.
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e Asphalt production plants, chemical manufacturing, and heavy truck routes
surround the community’s rec center.

Pollution from all of these facilities combine with each other and compound with other
inequalities to produce more and worse health impacts. In South Baltimore, failure to act
has even led to the involuntary displacement of entire communities.

ANHE supports the work of local advocacy groups such as the South Baltimore
Community Land Trust and their efforts to create healthier environments. Communities,
which have been long overburdened with pollution and inadequate regulatory practices,
need to have their concerns addressed and problems solved.

Maryland must amend its permitting process to incorporate decisions about cumulative
impacts. Residents of overburdened and underserved communities deserve a permitting
process that recognizes that multiple polluters can create more health harms than
individual polluters. Maryland deserves a gold-standard permitting process that learns
from the significant environmental justice gains other states have adopted in the past five
years.

The Alliance of Nurses for Healthy Environments appreciates the opportunity to
support The CHERISH our Communities Act for robust health protective standards
for Maryland residents.
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