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To Whom It May Concern:  

As a resident of Washington County in southwestern Pennsylvania, I’ve closely followed the rapid 

development of the shale gas industry in our county, as well as the tri-state area, including Ohio and 

West Virginia. The first Marcellus Shale well was actually drilled in our county in 2004. 

 

As shale gas development ramped-up in 2009, I 

became fully engaged, since the gas producers 

were actually dumping their frac wastewater at 

local POTW’s (Public Owned Treatment Works). 

Two of those were located along the 

Monongahela River, where our home’s tapwater 

originates. Trihalomethane levels soon became 

a regulatory issue, so our water company 

switched from using chlorine to chloramine, 

which creates its own set of less than desirable 

results. We now have a reverse osmosis 

treatment system for our home drinking water. 



 

Over the past 15 years, 

I’ve attended shale gas 

related meetings in 3 

states, and a half 

dozen Pennsylvania 

counties, related to 

everything from 

zoning to health. Over 

the years, I’ve gotten 

to know many families 

who were adversely 

affected when drilling 

or gas processing 

ended up close to their 

homes. Some have 

died, some are stuck 

with their properties, 

and others have 

moved away, some 

even out-of-state. 



 

 

Peer reviewed health studies on gas production are easy to find if you Google Compendium of 

Scientific, Medical, and Media Findings Demonstrating Risks and Harms of Fracking and Associated 

Gas and Oil Infrastructure, Ninth Edition, October 19, 2023’ or use the link 

https://concernedhealthny.org/compendium/ 

 

https://concernedhealthny.org/compendium/


 

One of the latest health studies was conducted by the University of Pittsburgh on behalf of the 

Pennsylvania Department of Health. https://www.pa.gov/agencies/health/programs/environmental-

health/oilgas.html#accordion-b14cb09678-item-db8e92c827 

Those health compendiums are posted by the Concerned Health Professionals of NY. In addition to 

various individuals we know who have gotten sick or died, there have been mostly undocumented 

deaths and birth defects among wildlife, dogs, horses and livestock. For more information Google ‘Study 

suggests hydrofracking is killing farm animals, pets’ from Cornell linked here 

https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2012/03/reproductive-problems-death-animals-exposed-fracking 

 

https://www.pa.gov/agencies/health/programs/environmental-health/oilgas.html#accordion-b14cb09678-item-db8e92c827
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/health/programs/environmental-health/oilgas.html#accordion-b14cb09678-item-db8e92c827
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2012/03/reproductive-problems-death-animals-exposed-fracking


 

As far as land usage, one local gas producer uses an average of 15 acres per well pad development 

project, and some of the well pads are only 1-mile apart from each other. Gathering pipelines must be 



excavated to every well pad, causing adverse forest fragmentation in many cases. No trees can grow on 

those 50 to 100 foot wide right-of-ways ever again.  

 

Wherry Well Pad in Washington County, Pennsylvania – April 13, 2021 

Along with each fracked well will come fleets of diesel truck traffic, with ongoing reports of over 1,000 

truck trips for each well, and the resulting diesel air pollution and rapid road deterioration. 

Each production 

phase for a group 

of wells can last 

months, and since 

some well pads 

are now projected 

to have several 

dozen wells, that 

industrial process 

is anything but 

temporary, since 

wells are usually 

drilled and fracked 

in groups of six or 

less.  



Once wells are producing, compressor stations need to be built to move the gas through pipelines. More 

wells equals more compressor stations, and they are bad source of air pollutants. Their proximity to one, 

and the cumulative air pollution, is rarely taken into consideration here in Pennsylvania. Our one county 

now has around 50 compressor stations, all built in the past 20 years, and they keep growing in size. 

Taxation of them only equates to that of a small house on a postage stamp lot.  

 

 

At the next higher level of gas processing and air pollution, you have the cryogenic gas plants, of which 

our county now has at least four large ones. The Revolution gas plant feeds the Revolution pipeline that 



exploded in Beaver County, resulting in large DEP fines. There have been a litany of other fires and 

accidents, too many to list here. Evacuation zones are usually a one-mile radius, and for severe well 

blowouts, crews brought in from out of state create severe delays in a final remedy, like the XTO well 

methane blowout in Belmont County Ohio, lasting nearly two weeks and recorded from space. 

 

Then you must consider the huge volumes of waste associated with this fracking industry, while much of 

it is radioactive. First you have the drill cuttings, then the massive volumes of liquid waste the industry 

must dispose of somewhere. Some of our state’s liquid waste is trucked to Ohio injection wells, some is 

still applied to roads (believe it or not) and some is used over again, with the orange or unusually 

colored fluids often being stored in large impoundment dams that leak. 

 



The rest of the toxic waste is being hauled into 

ordinary garbage landfills, which were never 

designed to handle toxic waste. Radium 226 has a 

half life of 1600 years. The leachate from these ‘toxic 

teabags’ eventually flows into waterways or ordinary 

POTWs, which were never designed to handle these 

toxins. The oil and gas industry has multiple 

exemptions from environmental laws that regulate 

most other businesses. Landfill leachate caused 

serious problems at this sewage treatment plant. 

 



 



 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette stories: 

 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/environment/2019/05/17/Injunction-shuts-down-waste-water-

pipe-from-Westmoreland-landfill-to-Belle-Vernon-sewage-plant/stories/201905170154 

 

https://www.post-gazette.com/news/environment/2019/05/17/Injunction-shuts-down-waste-water-pipe-from-Westmoreland-landfill-to-Belle-Vernon-sewage-plant/stories/201905170154
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/environment/2019/05/17/Injunction-shuts-down-waste-water-pipe-from-Westmoreland-landfill-to-Belle-Vernon-sewage-plant/stories/201905170154


 

https://www.post-gazette.com/news/environment/2020/02/18/landfill-Westmoreland-sanitary-DEP-

consent-order-waste-runoff/stories/202002180167 

 

 

https://www.post-gazette.com/local/south/2019/05/23/westmoreland-sanitary-landfill-contaminated-

runoff-investigate-fracking-pennsylvania-belle-vernon/stories/201905230159 

https://www.post-gazette.com/news/environment/2020/02/18/landfill-Westmoreland-sanitary-DEP-consent-order-waste-runoff/stories/202002180167
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/environment/2020/02/18/landfill-Westmoreland-sanitary-DEP-consent-order-waste-runoff/stories/202002180167
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/south/2019/05/23/westmoreland-sanitary-landfill-contaminated-runoff-investigate-fracking-pennsylvania-belle-vernon/stories/201905230159
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/south/2019/05/23/westmoreland-sanitary-landfill-contaminated-runoff-investigate-fracking-pennsylvania-belle-vernon/stories/201905230159


How much liquid waste are we talking about? Some of the newer wells consume 20 million gallons of 

fluids during fracking, with about 25% to 35% of that returning to the surface (over 5 million gallons in 

this example). With tri-axle tanker trucks typically holding about 5,000 gallons, it would take 1,000 

truckloads to take that liquid waste away from just one well. Frac fluids contain many secret 

‘Proprietary’ formulas without CCS numbers, of which many are endocrine disruptors and carcinogenic.  

 

‘Residual Waste’ placards don’t reveal the true nature of many waste liquids they haul on local roads. 

Two books I would highly recommended:  

 

‘Petroleum-238: Big Oil's Dangerous Secret and the Grassroots Fight to Stop It’ by Justin Nobel  

 

‘Amity and Prosperity: One Family and the Fracturing of America’ by Eliza Griswold (about our 

Washington County) 

We’ve also had our share of disasters from temporary, overland plastic wastewater pipelines, which 

have often failed at junctions, often dumping tens of thousands of gallons of this toxic wastewater 

before the pumps can be shutoff, resulting in large spills and many fish kills. This is all documented 

through the PA DEP, and I would highly recommend following this sort of detailed information through 

the PA Environment Digest Blog which is maintained by David E. Hess, former secretary of the 

Pennsylvania DEP at https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/ 

 

https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/


 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

No One Warned A Cameron County Family Their Water Well Was Contaminated By A Seneca Resources 

Shale Gas Wastewater Pipeline Rupture 

The Seneca Resources Company, LLC reported to DEP that at 4:00 p.m. on July 3, 2022 a plastic pipeline 

ruptured and spilled an estimated 18,000   gallons of shale gas drilling wastewater in Shippen Township, 

Cameron County. On July 8, 2022, DEP’s Environmental Cleanup Program issued the first of two notices 

of violation related to the wastewater pipeline rupture and spill. 

https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2024/07/no-one-warned-cameron-county-family.html
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2024/07/no-one-warned-cameron-county-family.html
https://tinyurl.com/4njvfjtd


Then you come to the issue of well plugging, especially since these shale gas wells have rapid production 

declines. In addition to tens of thousands of unplugged older wells in Pennsylvania, we are now seeing 

some of the newer shale gas wells being abandoned or orphaned, partly due to pitifully low bonding 

amounts. We’ve also seen cases of ‘well communication’ where the fracking of new wells, with around 

9,000 p.s.i., finds a conduit to the surface through those older wells, threatening water wells and 

groundwater. 

 

New Freeport residents file class-action lawsuit against Pittsburgh-based gas drilling company EQT 

90.5 WESA | By Lane Moore | Published September 10, 2024 

Pittsburgh-based oil and gas company EQT Corporation is facing accusations from Greene County 

residents in a class-action lawsuit filed this summer. The complaint, filed June 20, alleges the company’s 

natural gas drilling operations in New Freeport contaminated the community’s groundwater aquifers in 

June 2022. 

Residents report their water wells in New Freeport became unusable right around the same time that 

fluid started erupting from an abandoned gas well along the town’s Main Street, June 19, 2022. A 

Department of Environmental Protection inspection report from June 23, 2022 indicates it was the 

result of a “communication incident” between EQT’s Lumber well pad and the abandoned Fox Hill well. 

https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2024-09-10/new-freeport-eqt-class-action-lawsuit
https://www.publicsource.org/eqt-gas-play-new-freeport-frack-out-toby-rice-pennsylvania/


 

As Dr. Anthony Ingraffea, a former professor at Cornell, has made us aware, the concrete well casings 

used by the industry fail, some right away, and others over a period of years. The resulting methane 

leaks are problematic greenhouse gases. 

 

For a birds eye view of shale gas production in our tri-state area, I would encourage you to watch a 

YouTube video with some of the photos from my 57 photographic flights, titled ‘What Would Rachel 

Carson Say About Fracking Her Homeland?’ linked here https://youtu.be/ZDDZUWUoJz0 

Finally, our region’s shale gas industry is not labor intensive, and the number of jobs ballyhooed are 

often inflated, plus they also suffer from recurring ‘boom bust’ cycles. I would point you to thorough 

https://youtu.be/ZDDZUWUoJz0


research papers on all the economics from the Ohio River Valley Institute linked at 

https://ohiorivervalleyinstitute.org/ 

 

 

 

https://ohiorivervalleyinstitute.org/


 

 

My position: Strongly Oppose SB 0878 

Best wishes for a healthy future in Maryland -  

/s/ Robert Donnan 


