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Senate Bill 0449
Frederick and Washington Counties — Bow Hunting
Openly Carrying Handguns
FAVORABLE

Current law provides that a bow hunter may wear and carry a handgun while hunting deer in
Region A as a reasonable precaution against black bears. As shown on the map below, Region A
is comprised of Garrett and Allegany Counties and the western portion of Washington County.
Due to successful conservation practices, the black bear population has increased in Area A and
the black bear population has now significantly increased in the remaining portion of Washington
County and into Frederick County.

This bill simply extends the area where a bow hunter may carry a handgun to include all of
Washington and Frederick Counties.
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We urge a favorable report on Senate Bill 449.

Respectfully,

John H. Josselyn
2A Maryland
03/04/2025
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