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This testimony is being submitted today on behalf of PFLAG Salisbury, the Salisbury, Maryland Chapter
of PFLAG National in strong support of Senate Joint Resolution 5.

A robust curriculum is a mirror and a door that builds knowledge and extends perspective. This means
that students need to be able to see themselves in what they're learning as a reflection of themselves
and their histories, and also must be encouraged to see outwards and consider perspectives and
experiences different from their own. Students bring a wealth of assets, cultural referents, and
experiences into the classroom. Yet, traditionally, the experiences and insights of students from
historically marginalized or underrepresented groups aren't thoughtfully considered contributing to a
learning environment that is not inclusive and where biases are allowed to persist. This is particularly
true for LGBTQIA+ learners and learners who are Queer, Trans, Black, Indigenous, People of Color
(QTBIPOC).

Simply put, diversity in education is important because it fosters a richer learning environment by
exposing students to different perspectives, cultures, and backgrounds, which empirical research shows
promotes critical thinking, empathy, tolerance, and prepares students to navigate an increasingly
globalized world; it also encourages creativity and innovation by allowing students to consider
viewpoints beyond their own, leading to better problem-solving skills and a more inclusive society.

Cultural diversity in the classroom is on the rise. In 2014, U.S. public schools hit a minority majority
milestone with Latino, African-American, and Asian students having surpassed the number of white
students. In 2044, the U.S. Census predicts that over half of the nation’s population will be people of
color, so this trend will likely continue.

Joint resolution 5 acknowledges the importance of teaching a culturally diverse curriculum in
elementary and secondary schools in the State; providing that curricula taught in elementary and
secondary schools should include the history of communities that have experienced discrimination; and
affirming the State of Maryland's commitment to a complete education and we recommend a favorable
report.
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