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The Education Advocacy Coalition for Students with Disabilities (EAC) is a coalition of nearly 50 

organizations and individuals concerned with education policy for students with disabilities in 

Maryland.  The EAC supports Senate Bill 851, which would require each county board of 

education to publish on its website and report to the Maryland General Assembly on the 

number of main entrances to public school buildings in the county that are not accessible for 

individuals who use wheelchairs and not in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.  

Additionally, Senate Bill 851 would require each local school system to provide a copy of its 

emergency plan to the Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE), which would then be 

required to analyze the plans and report to the General Assembly as to whether each local 

school system is in compliance with the Department’s guidelines and regulations. 

Senate Bill 851 has the laudable purpose of bringing school accessibility issues to the fore; 

although this bill does not require the jurisdiction or local school system to make accessibility 

modifications to its schools, the reporting requirements will enable decisionmakers to 

determine the extent of the lack of accessibility and to then determine how to proceed.  

Additionally, the requirement that MSDE analyze emergency plans will provide critical 

information about how local school systems have considered accessibility issues for the 

students, staff and visitors to their schools. 

Schools are hubs of activity for students, families, staff, and community members.  It is 

important for the public to know if a school’s main entrance is accessible.  Some schools are 

quite large and have many entrances; nobody should have to circumnavigate a school building 

to try to figure out how to get inside.  Neither should anybody in a building have to worry about 

exiting in an emergency because an appropriate, compliant plan is not in place. 

For these reasons, the EAC supports Senate Bill 851. 

Contact Leslie Seid Margolis, lesliem@disabilityrightsmd.org or 443-692-2505. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

Rene Averitt-Sanzone, The Parents’ Place of Maryland 

Linda Barton, MSED, Education Consultant 

Beth Benevides, Autism Society of Maryland, Co-Chair, Education Advocacy Coalition 

Ellen A. Callegary, Attorney (Retired) 

Melanie Carlos, xMinds (Partnership for Extraordinary Minds) 

Stephanie Carr, S.L. Carr Education Associates, LLC 

Rich Ceruolo, Parent 

Michelle R. Davis, M.Ed., ABCs for Life Success 

Lisa Frank and Andrea Bennett, Special Kids Company 

Riya Gupta, Strong Schools Maryland 

Beth Ann Hancock, Charting the Course, LLC 

Kalman Hettleman, Independent Advocate 

Morgan Durand Horvath, M.Ed., Abilities Network 

Stacy Ganz Kahn, Educational Resources Group of Greater Washington 

Rosemary Kitzinger and Marjorie Guldan, Bright Futures, LLC 

Ande Kolp, The Arc Maryland 

Rachel London, Maryland Developmental Disabilities Council 

Leslie Seid Margolis, Disability Rights Maryland, Co-Chair, Education Advocacy Coalition 

Monica Martinez, Martinez Advocacy 

Beth Nolan, MAT, Education Team Allies 

Ellen O’Neill, Atlantic Seaboard Dyslexia Education Center 

Ronza Othman, National Federation of the Blind of Maryland/Maryland Parents of Blind  

                            Children 

Kate Raab and Nicole Joseph, Law Office of Nicole Joseph 

Ronnetta Stanley, M.Ed., Loud Voices Together 

Guy Stephens, Alliance Against Seclusion and Restraint 

Maureen van Stone, Kendall Eaton, Genevieve Hornik, Project HEAL at Kennedy Krieger 

                                      Institute 

Liz Zogby, Maryland Down Syndrome Advocacy Coalition  

 

   


