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Dear Chair and Committee Members:

Thank you for allowing our testimony today in support of SB882. The Maryland Legislative
Coalition - Climate Justice Wing, a statewide coalition of nearly 30 grassroots and professional
organizations, urges you to vote favorably on SB882.

SB882 builds upon the principle of the existing 8-cent per barrel fee for oil transfers that
allocates funds to help address oil spills and protect communities by creating a new fund that
addresses the impact of coal transport on our communities and climate. It is estimated that
SB882 would bring in approximately $300 million per year for climate programs.

The benefits of SB882 are clear:

e We are in a Climate Crisis and this bill encourages cleaner transportation methods
and reduced reliance on fossil fuels.

e This bill is a pivotal step towards Maryland's ambitious clean energy targets by
ensuring a fair contribution from fossil fuel transport to the state's environmental
and clean energy funds.

e Fighting climate change and mitigating the effects of climate change are
expensive propositions and are especially difficult when Maryland has a
constrained budget. This bill provides additional funding which can further our
leadership in climate solutions, support equitable energy access, and protect our
natural resources for future generations.

e |t directs 40% of revenue to support overburdened and underserved communities
affected by coal transport.

e It provides $5 million annually for asthma treatment programs targeting residents
living along coal transport routes.

We strongly support SB882; however, we suggest one change that would strengthen the bill - to
include an escalating fee structure to further support our efforts to combat climate change and
encourage a reduced reliance on fossil fuels.

For all of these reasons, we strongly support HB882 and urge a FAVORABLE report in
Committee.
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