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The Maryland Chapter of the Sierra Club supports SB932 because of its benefits to people,
pollinators, other wildlife, and native plants.

Native plant pollinator habitats are expressly planted for the purpose of supporting our Maryland
ecosystems and our agriculture. Excessive use of pesticides is one of the primary culprits in the
global biodiversity crisis.> For example, within Maryland, there are 28 bee species that are rare,
threatened, or endangered according to the Maryland Department of Natural Resources,
including the rusty-patched bumble bee.?

Many Americans are also aware of the stunning decline in our beloved Monarch butterflies,
whose populations have dropped more than 80%.3 While loss of habitat is part of the cause,
pesticide usage is another significant contributor to the decline.

Native plants are the keystone food for much of our wildlife, including existentially important
native pollinators. Of the 100 crop species that supply 90% of human nutrition, over 70 require
bee pollination.* Many of our important crops rely on native bees, including squash, pumpkins,
tomatoes, blueberries, cranberries, and sunflowers. According to the United States Geological
Survey (USGS), in almost all crops, native bees are the primary pollinator, or they significantly
supplement the activity of European honeybees.®

It makes sense for the Department of Agriculture to develop a model pesticide and pollinator
habitat management plan to be implemented on State-owned and managed property, and to restrict
application of those pesticides to qualified individuals. It is crucial that pesticide usage does not
undermine public health or efforts to support native plants and pollinator habitats in Maryland.

We respectfully request a favorable report for SB932.

Marie LaPorte Josh Tulkin
and Judy Fulton Chapter Director
Natural Places Committee Josh.Tulkin@MDSierra.org

marielaporte@verizon.net

Founded in 1892, the Sierra Club is America’s oldest and largest grassroots environmental
organization. The Maryland Chapter has over 70,000 members and supporters, and the
Sierra Club nationwide has over 800,000 members and nearly four million supporters.
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