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Mr. Chair, Madame Vice Chair, and members of the Senate Education, Energy, and the
Environment Committee:

SB0722 would provide a mandated process for verifying eligibility for the Edward T. and Mary
A. Conroy Memorial Scholarship Program.

Background
The Edward T. and Mary A. Conroy Memorial Scholarship Program awards scholarships to

certain veterans and their families. Eligible recipients include the children, stepchildren, and
surviving spouses of a member of the United States Armed Forces who died as a result of
military service or who suffered a service-connected 100% permanent disability as a result of
military service, and veterans who have sustained a service-connected disability of 25% or
greater and has exhausted or is no longer eligible for Federal veterans’ educational benefits.

Under current law, there is no mandated process for verifying eligibility for the Conroy
Scholarship. At each higher education institution across the state, individual and non-uniform
methods have been used to verify eligibility for the scholarship. At some universities, individuals
with a living sponsor must complete a form requiring the veteran sponsor to disclose information
regarding his or her disability for the applicant to receive the scholarship. At some other public
Maryland universities, an applicant must submit this form with an explanation for the veteran’s
disability rating. Understandably, many veterans are reluctant to submit this information to the
university as the request is intrusive.

The other common option for verifying eligibility is for the university to receive written
correspondence from the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) verifying a veteran’s disability
rating. The university can only receive this documentation after the veteran has submitted a
consent of release to the VA. The problem arises when a potential recipient of the Conroy
Scholarship is unable to have his or her veteran sponsor submit a consent of release. When
consent cannot be obtained, the applicant is effectively barred from being able to receive any
benefits from the scholarship.



Solution

To address the lack of a uniform process regarding the verification of eligibility for the Conroy
Scholarship, SB0722 would:

e Mandate the process of eligibility by using the VA’s Chapter 35 Survivors' and
Dependents' Educational Assistance (DEA) program to serve as proof of eligibility for
the Conroy Scholarship. The Chapter 35 DEA program allows dependents of veterans
with a total and permanent service-connected disability, the same eligibility requirements
as the Conroy Scholarship, to receive education benefits from the VA.

e Allow recipients of the Chapter 35 DEA program to use a certificate of eligibility (COE)
to receive the Conroy Scholarship without requiring additional paperwork from their
veteran sponsor. As the COE is in the applicant’s name, only the VA, university, and
applicant are involved in verifying eligibility for the scholarship.

Using Chapter 35 DEA reduces the possibility that an applicant may not be able to access the
benefits because a veteran sponsor is unable or unwilling to verify their disability rating.
Similarly, the veteran’s privacy is better protected through the use of a VA-approved certificate
of eligibility than through a form independently created by a university or private entity.

Altogether, by creating a clear process for universities trying to verify eligibility for Conroy,
veterans and their loved ones will be better served. Per the Fiscal Note, SB0722 would likely
increase the cost of the program by an estimated $9,200 per award, but the total cost to the state
is difficult to estimate.

For these reasons, I respectfully request a favorable report on SB0722.



