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TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB0024: 

Annotated Code—Terminology—Clergy and Churches, Faith 

Institutions, and Places of Worship 

**FAVORABLE** 

 

TO: Senator Brian J. Feldman, Chair, Senator Cheryl C. Kagan, Vice Chair and the 

members of the Senate Education, Energy, and the Environment Committee  

 

FROM: Rev. Linda K. Boyd, Co-Chair, Maryland Episcopal Public Policy  

Network, Diocese of Maryland  

 

 DATE: February 6, 2025 

 

This Bill is long overdue.  It recognizes that our concept of places of worship and 

faith traditions is out-moded and needs to be expanded.  We need to recognize and 

respect all faith traditions, including Judaism, Islam, etc.  This Bill recognizes that 

our laws need to reflect our society and be ecumenical with regard to the idea of 

what constitutes a faith tradition and a place of worship.         

 

The Episcopal Diocese of Maryland urges a favorable report.                                                                                                                       



SB0024_FAV_mgoldstein 2025.pdf
Uploaded by: Mathew Goldstein
Position: FAV



 

 

Secular Maryland     https://secularmaryland.dorik.io     secularmaryland@tutanota.com 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
February 06, 2025 
 
 

SB 24 - FAV 
 
Annotated Code - Terminology - Clergy and Churches, Faith Institutions, and Places of 
Worship 
 
 
Dear Chair Brian J. Feldman, Vice-Chair Cheryl C. Kagan, and Members of the Education, 
Energy, and the Environment Committee, 
 
This bill eliminates sectarian language in our laws by replacing “church” with either 
“faith institution” or “place of worship” and replacing “clergyman” with “member of the 
clergy”. For the same reasons Christians would dislike our laws referring to their house 
of worship or faith institutions as a “mosque”, non-Christians dislike our laws referring 
to their house of worship or faith institutions as a “church”. The etymology of the word 
church is from old English cirice, circe meaning "place of assemblage set aside for 
Christian worship; the body of Christian believers, Christians collectively; ecclesiastical 
authority or power”. The extensive use of the Christian word “church”, along with 
occasional clumsy addition of phrases such as “or synagogue”, “or other”,  “or religious 
denomination”, “of any denomination”, etc., when actualling referring to either a faith 
institution or a house of worship in our laws, is simultaneously confusing and snobbish. 
Secular Maryland thanks Senator Keagan for sponsoring this bill and calls on all 
members of this General Assembly to promptly and unanimously enact this long 
overdue and common sense rewording of our laws.  
 
Maybe in the future we can go one step further and modify our laws so that both 
religious and secular institutions and citizens are treated the same and there is no 
longer a need to repeatedly single out members of clergy, houses of worship, and faith 
institutions in our laws.  
 
 
Respectfully, 
Mathew Goldstein 
3838 Early Glow Ln  

 



 

Bowie, MD 20716 
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WRITTEN TESTIMONY 
 

Senate Bill 24 – Annotated Code - Terminology - Clergy and 
Churches, Faith Institutions, and Places of Worship 

February 6, 2025 
Support 

 
Background: Senate Bill 24 would simply alter the terminology throughout the 
Annotated Code as it relates to a clergyman and churches to be more inclusive. 
Specifically it would change church to faith institution or place of worship and 
clergyman to member of the clergy. 
 
Written Comments: The Baltimore Jewish Council (BJC)  represents the 
Associated Jewish Federation of Baltimore and all its agencies, and programs, as 
well as the organized Jewish Community of Baltimore. We appreciate the bill 
sponsor bringing this important bill to our attention. Ensuring that inclusive 
language that is representative of all faiths is used in Maryland’s code is 
important in showing Maryland’s commitment to freedom and equality for all 
religions.  
 
For these reasons we ask for a favorable report on SB24. 
 

The Baltimore Jewish Council, a coalition of central Maryland Jewish organizations and congregations, advocates at 
all levels of government, on a variety of social welfare, economic and religious concerns, to protect and promote the 

interests of the Associated Jewish Community Federation of Baltimore, its agencies and the Greater Baltimore Jewish 
community. 
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SB24: “Faith Institutions”  

Senate Education, Energy, and the Environment Committee 
Thursday, February 6, 2025 1:00 PM 

 
In our increasingly diverse society, it is important that our laws reflect and respect all faith 
traditions. Our law books include 142 uses of the word “church,” including as a stand-in for all 
places of worship; this is simply inaccurate and implies that other religions are less significant. 
 
SB24 would standardize the use of terms in the Maryland Code. When a house of worship or 
religious organization is mentioned, it would be replaced with “faith institution” (although 
Churchville, MD should not be referred to as “faith institution-ville”:)). 
 
This legislation also updates nine instances from the term “clergyman” to “member of the 
clergy” to include all religious leaders-- regardless of gender. 
 
Standardizing this terminology corrects implicit bias towards the dominant religion and ensures 
that all faiths are treated with equal dignity and respect under the law. 
 
I urge a favorable report on SB24. 
 

https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0024?ys=2025RS
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WRITTEN TESTIMONY

FAVORABLE
Education, Energy and the Environment

February 5, 2025

SB 24 - Annotated Code – Terminology – 
Clergy and Churches, Faith Institutions, and Places of Worship 

The Maryland Legislative Jewish Caucus (MLJC), a bipartisan group of
Senators and Delegates, strongly supports SB 24, which modernizes
the terminology in Maryland code to better reflect and respect the
diverse reality of contemporary religious life and religious institutions
in Maryland. 

This legislation directly aligns with the MLJC’s core mission to protect
and advance civil rights and religious freedom for all. By replacing the
term “church” throughout the Maryland code with the more inclusive
phrase “faith institutions and places of worship,” the legislation
ensures that our code more accurately reflects the rich diversity of
religious life in the state. The change eliminates any legal ambiguity and
ensures that Jewish synagogues, Islamic mosques, Hindu temples, and
all other religious institutions receive the same protections and
privileges under Maryland law.  

Additionally, updating the term “clergyman” to “member of the clergy”
is particularly relevant to the Jewish Caucus, as many Reform,
Reconstructionist, and Conservative synagogues are led by women
rabbis. This change ensures that all of Maryland’s religious leaders,
regardless of gender, receive equal legal recognition when performing
all aspects of their official duties, including performing marriages and
providing pastoral care in hospitals and prisons.  

Modernizing these terms signals Maryland’s commitment to religious
diversity and equal protection. For these reasons, we urge a favorable
report.  


