SB602_Brooks.pdf
Uploaded by: Benjamin Brooks

Position: FAV



BenjaMIN BROOKS g Annapolis Office

Legislative District 10 James Senate Office Building
Baltimore County y X 11 Bladen Street, Room 303
£ ) Annapolis, Maryland 21401
S | KL | - -3606 - - -3606
Education, Energy, and the 3 II:IIKF' 410-841-3606 50? 858-3606
Environment Committee ‘JI'I.:.I 800-492-7122 Ext. 3606
L1 Benjamin.Brooks@senate.state.md.us
Energy Subcommittee e
[ District Ojfn(
Chair, Joint Electric Universal THE SENATE OF MARYLAND . W;il_lldmr I}{“H ?iﬁw B
ervice Proe 7o 419 Liberty Road, Suite
Service Program Workgroup ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401 Windsor Mill, Maryland 21244

410-496-4037

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB 602
County Boards of Education — Special Education Service Delivery
Models- Publication Requirement

Education, Energy and the Environment Committee
February 19, 2025

Chairman Feldman, Vice-Chair Kagan, and Members of the Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to testimony before you on SB 602, County Boards of Education
— Special Education Service Delivery Models- Publication Requirement. This bill strengthens
transparency for Maryland students while also clarifying obligations and practices regarding
the provision of special education services to students in both public and private schools.

Under current law, each local county board of education must publish a list of the special
education service delivery models that are offered in the local school system on their website.
This requirement ensures that parents, educators, and the public know about the range of
special education services available in public schools—such as resource rooms, in-class
support, self-contained classes, and related services like speech or occupational therapy.
However, the existing statute focuses primarily on students enrolled in public schools and does
not explicitly address children with disabilities who are placed in private schools by their
parents.

While many assume private school students with disabilities are entirely outside the scope of
the public system, federal law under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)
imposes specific obligations on local school systems regarding “parentally-placed private
school students.” IDEA requires local school boards to identify, locate, and evaluate such
children—a process often called “Child Find”—and to spend a proportionate share of their
federal special education funds on “equitable services” for them. These services may include
therapies, consultations, or other supports. Unfortunately, many parents and private school
administrators are unaware that any publicly funded support is available at all, a gap in
knowledge that significantly undermines the benefits intended by federal law.

SB 602 addresses this gap by explicitly defining “parentally-placed private school student” in
Maryland law, thereby aligning our Education Article with federal requirements. The bill
makes it clear that these students, who are enrolled in private or religious schools by their
families rather than placed there by a public agency, are entitled to a share of federally funded



special education services. More importantly, SB 602 ensures transparency by requiring each
county board to publish not only the service delivery models in its public schools but also those
that are specifically available to parentally placed private school students. By having these
options listed online, families, private school educators, and advocates will immediately
understand the supports that a local school system can provide. Whether that includes speech
therapy, occupational therapy, or other counseling and consultative services, parents will have
a clear roadmap to seek assistance for their children’s unique needs.

This legislation is needed in Maryland to eliminate confusion, ensure equity, and enhance
compliance with federal law. The current statute does not make explicit that local school
systems must publicly communicate the availability of specialized services for private school
students with disabilities. Consequently, many parents do not realize that federally funded
benefits—designed precisely to help children succeed—are within reach. SB 602 closes this
information gap, harmonizes state requirements with those of the IDEA, and reinforces
Maryland’s commitment to supporting children with disabilities wherever they attend school.
By clarifying roles, responsibilities, and processes, this bill stands to improve the consistency
and quality of special education services offered across our state.

For these reasons, I urge a favorable report on SB 602.

With kindest regards,

Benjamin Brooks
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Louise D. and Morton J. Macks

Jewish Connection
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WRITTEN TESTIMONY
SB602 - County Boards of Education - Special Education Service Delivery Models -
Publication Requirement
Education, Energy, and the Environment Committee — February 19, 2025
SUPPORT

Senate Bill 602 would require each county board of education to publish on its website a
certain list of special education service delivery models provided for parentally-placed
private school students; and define "parentally-placed private school student" as a child
with a disability enrolled by the parent or guardian of the child in a private elementary or
secondary school or facility, including a religious school or facility.

Written Comments: The Macks Center for Jewish Connection is dedicated to enriching the
connection to Jewish life for individuals of all abilities and backgrounds. From assistance
with IEPs and 504 plans to community resources and engaging programming, we offer a
range of free advocacy services to help local Jewish families navigate the complex special
education system and lay the foundation for a full life. Through our support, we empower
families to advocate for their children with delays or disabilities and ensure they receive the
necessary assistance for thriving both in school and life.

The Federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) provides that a portion of
federal IDEA funds will be used to address the educational needs of private school
students with disabilities. This program is often referred to as Child Find. Annual
consultations are required to be held by Local Educational Agencies (LEAs), with
representatives and parents within private schools. Information on the “who, what,
when, and where” services will be made available must be shared.

By expanding the legal requirement for LEAs to publicize their service delivery models to
include those service delivery models available for parentally-placed private school
students, families will be more aware of the special education services available to them
and make better use of already allocated federal funds.

Imagine that a fire department is giving away free smoke detectors. Some residents are
contacted personally to tell them about the program. However other customers are only
told about the availability of free smoke detectors if they call and ask about them. The
current landscape of providing information on service delivery models is very similar to this
situation. The entire community is better off if everyone is aware of the availability of
necessary services. Students with disabilities having the information and services they
need makes our entire community stronger.

For these reasons, we urge a favorable report on SB602.
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