HB7 - Bicycle Operation at
Intersections - Bicycle Safety Yield

House Environment & Transportation
Committee

BIKE MARYLAND January 28, 2025

Position: Favorable

Greetings Chair and Members of the Committee

Our mission is to promote bicycling, increase safety, improve conditions, and provide a voice for
bicyclists in Maryland. We partner with advocacy organizations to promote vulnerable road
user safety legislation on the state and county level and work with government agencies,
including police departments, to develop policy and awareness campaigns that protect the
rights and well-being of bicyclists and pedestrians in Maryland.

We the undersigned represent multiple community-based organizations advocating for safe
biking, walking and active transportation, submit this testimony on behalf of tens of thousands
of members across the State of Maryland.

As bicycling has increased in popularity across the United States and provides many
environmental, economic, and health benefits, there is a need for creating a safe transportation
system which makes people the priority; using all available tools to help achieve zero injuries
and fatalities on our roadways and allowing all people to get to their destinations safely. HB511
will help with this effort by authorizing cyclists to slow down and yield when appropriate during
a turn or proceeding through an intersection with a stop sign.

There are currently 10 states and the District of Columbia that have “Bicycle Safety Yield” laws
on their books, including several who have enacted these laws in the past few years (NHTSA
Bicyclist Stop As Yield Fact Sheet, 2022). In 1982, Idaho was the first State to pass such a law,
commonly known as the “ldaho Stop Law.” After Idaho adopted the law, bicyclist injuries from
traffic crashes declined by 14.5% the following year (Bicycle Safety and Choice, Meggs 2010). In
our neighboring state, the "Delaware Yield” led to decreases in traffic crashes involving
bicyclists at stop sign intersections by 23% in the 30 months after the law’s passage (Delaware
Yield Crash Data, 2020). You can view a 1 % minute video from Delaware at this link and a
more recent video from BikeMore in Baltimore HERE.




NHTSA published a more extensive study of Bicycle Stop as Yield (“SAY”) in December, 2024.

This is excerpted from the NHTSA Dec, 2024 Analysis of Bicycle Stop As Yield (SAY)

Conclusions [bold emphasis added]

In conclusion, the empirical analysis of SAY laws at various intersections has provided valuable insights
into their impacts on bicyclist safety and behaviors. Results suggest that SAY laws have the potential
to reduce bicycle crashes, particularly at suburban stop-controlled intersections and urban signal-
controlled intersections. The observed decrease in monthly crash rates is a promising indicator of the
positive effect of SAY laws on road safety for bicyclists. Despite a reduction in crash rates, SAY laws
were not associated with reductions in injury severity.

The analysis did not find significant evidence of SAY laws promoting reckless bicycling behavior.
However, further research into bicyclist attitudes and behaviors, as well as enforcement practices, could
provide a more comprehensive understanding of the impact of SAY laws on bicyclist behavior.

SAY laws may positively influence bicycling volumes by providing a clear set of expectations for
users that encourages more efficient movement through intersections. This aligns with the potential
benefits of SAY laws in promoting bicycling.

Overall, the findings provide evidence supporting the implementation of SAY laws as a potential
means to improve bicyclist safety at intersections. However, a comprehensive approach that considers
local traffic conditions, infrastructure, and community engagement is essential for successful
implementation and ongoing evaluation of SAY laws. Effective road safety policies must prioritize the
safety and well-being of all road users while promoting sustainable and healthy transportation options.

By permitting cyclists to retain a modest amount of forward momentum, the law makes it
easier for drivers to see cyclists since the human mind is keenly attuned to detecting moving
rather than stationary objects. And by reducing the time that cyclists are in the intersections,
they are able to enter and exit intersections more quickly than if they were required to come to
a complete stop. For many people on bikes, the first few pedal strokes from a complete stop
can be slow and wobbly. These laws do not negate a bicyclist’s responsibility to yield to other
traffic before crossing an intersection or to follow all work zone traffic rules.

2023 saw the highest number of traffic fatalities in Maryland since 2007 with approximately
600 fatalities and increasing numbers of pedestrians and cyclists. This bill will help to advance
Maryland’s Vision Zero goals by enhancing the safety and protection of cyclists, and have the
added benefits of positively impacting our environment and promoting multi-modal and active
transportation in our state. HB7 will align Maryland law with the safe practice already utilized
by many cyclists.



We request that the committee support the passage of SB826.
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