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Dear Chair and Committee Members:

Thank you for allowing our testimony today on HB1484. The Maryland Legislative Coalition
(MLC) Climate Justice Wing, a statewide coalition of nearly 30 grassroots and professional
organizations urges you to vote favorably on HB1484.

The CHERISH Our Communities Act addresses the disproportionate environmental and public
health harms that environmental justice communities in Maryland historically have and currently
are facing from facilities like incinerators, fossil fuel power plants, manufacturing plants, and
landfills. The bill amends Maryland's environmental law to provide adequate environmental
impact assessment and opportunities for public participation for new, renewed, and expanded
environmental permits that are issued by the Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE).

HB1484 specifically covers communities in and immediately around census tracts with an
environmental justice score of 75 or above, according to the MDE's EJ Screening Tool.

A higher score indicates communities with higher exposure to pollutants combined with sensitive
populations and underserved demographics. When a project requiring an MDE permit is
proposed for these areas, extra information is required from the permit applicant in the form of
an Environmental Impact Statement and Existing Burden Report. MDE must consider whether
the project will increase the pollution burden on the surrounding community as part of their
eview process. If MDE determines the project would cause or contribute to an increased
potential for adverse community environmental and public health impacts in an at-risk census
tract, then it must deny the permit or include conditions under certain circumstances.

Maryland communities that have suffered from an undue and disproportionate burden of
pollution should not have to endure further injury from new, expanded, or renewed permitted
projects. HB1484 provides a thoughtful process to avoid future harm. For these reasons, the
MLC Climate Justice Wing respectfully urges a FAVORABLE report in Committee.
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