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                                                House Bill 42 
Solid Waste Disposal Surcharge and Wasted Food Reduction and Diversion  

Fund and Grant Programs – Established 
 

Date:  January 29, 2025      Position:     Favorable 
To:  Environment and Transportation Committee     From:         Julieta Rodrigo, Urban &  

                                                                                                                        Community Resilience Manager 
 
Chesapeake Bay Foundation (CBF) SUPPORTS HB 42 which establishes the Wasted Food Reduction and 
Diversion Fund, a special fund administered by Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE), to support 
the On-Farm Organics Diversion and Recycling Grant Program administered by the Department of 
Agriculture (MDA) and the Wasted Food Reduction and Diversion Grant Program administered by MDE. 
Money credited to the Fund is intended to supplement, not replace, other funding sources that may support 
these programs. 
 
FOOD WASTE IMPACTS CLIMATE CHANGE: 
The diversion of food waste from incinerators and landfills through composting helps minimize the amount 
of carbon dioxide and methane released into the atmosphere by these traditional methods of waste 
management. Lower greenhouse gas emissions improve air quality, reduce impacts to human health, and 
increase resilience to the effects of climate change. 
 
SOIL HEALTH IS KEY TO THE FUTURE OF AGRICULTURE: 
Well-managed composting of waste adds biologically rich material to soils, feeding essential micro-
organisms and fungi that improve soil health and enhance production of healthy, nutritious food. Healthier 
soils increase water holding capacity, facilitate nutrient cycling, and reduce soil loss, helping farmers 
maintain their land and minimizing risks to water quality and the Chesapeake Bay. 
 
This legislation will improve soil health, help fight the effects of climate change, and transition Maryland to a 
more effective, equitable, and environmentally sound waste management system. The bill will support the 
Wasted Food Reduction and Diversion Fund with a modest surcharge on solid waste disposal. CBF supports 
both the surcharge and the creation of the On-Farm Organics Diversion and Recycling Grant and Wasted 
Food Reduction and Diversion Grant programs. 
 
CBF urges the Committee’s FAVORABLE report on HB 42. 
 
For more information, please contact Matt Stegman, Maryland Staff Attorney, at mstegman@cbf.org.  
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