PLEASE SUPPORT
HB 1139

“Motor Vehicles — Intelligent Speed

SafeRoadsMD Assistance System Pilot Program —
Establishment”

MARYLAND COALITION FOR ROADWAY SAFETY, INC.
URGES MD HOUSE ENVIRONMENT AND TRANSPORTATION
COMMITTEE SUPPORT FOR HB 1139

February 18, 2025

TO:

Honorable Delegate Marc Korman, Chair

Delegate Regina T. Boyce, Vice Chair

House Environment and Transportation Committee
Maryland General Assembly

250 & 251 Taylor House Office Building

Annapolis, Maryland 21401

FROM:

John Seng, Chair

SafeRoadsMD - Maryland Coalition for Roadway Safety, Inc.
(202) 468-7682, JSeng@SafeRoadsMD.org
SafeRoadsMD.org

Kensington VFD

Subject: Urgent Need for Effective Public Protection from Habitual Speeders — Support HB 1193

Dear Chair Korman, Vice Chair Boyce and Members of the Maryland House Environment and
Transportation Committee:

On behalf of SafeRoadsMD, | strongly encourage your favorable report of House Bill 1193 “Motor
Vehicles - Intelligent Speed Assistance System Pilot Program — Establishment.”

Maryland’s current-law-resistant crop of habitual speeders continues to put innocent lives in harm’s way.

e Too many behind the wheel are dependent if not addicted to the substance of speeding, with a
mindset that the only thing that matters is how fast they can go. Maryland roads exist as their
personal raceways.

e These drivers are unconcerned and/or unreceptive to the danger they pose to others. The
problem isn’t just reckless disregard—it’s a demonstrated, deep-rooted inability to control their
actions behind the wheel of a 4,000 to 6,000+ |b. vehicle.

e As much as we’d like to believe that all drivers seek at their core existence to make responsible
choices, the tragic reality, based in data, is that too many don’t. Innocent people pay the price.

Crashes, injuries and killings don’t happen to “other people.” In road safety, there is no such thing as
“other people.”
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Thankfully, the Intelligent Speed Assistance (ISA) system at the heart (and brain) of HB 1193 offers a
safety-first solution that balances enforced speed limit compliance with rehabilitation. In contrast to the
ineffectiveness of simply revoking licenses and expecting legal motor vehicle operation, HB 1193
introduces proven ISA technology to prevent speeding at the source by limiting vehicle acceleration
beyond legal limits. This approach has already shown remarkable success internationally, with programs
in London, New York City, and private fleets reducing speeding violations from previous double-digit
percentages to as low as 1%-3%.

Please take a few minutes to read this firsthand August 2024 account of the effectiveness of the ISA
technology authored by an Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS) researcher who described his
experience in driving with the device installed on his car.

HB 1139 represents a practical, high-tech alternative to license suspension. It offers chronic speeders an
opportunity to keep driving legally—but only under strict, monitored conditions that prioritize public
safety. If we can reduce injuries, prevent fatalities, and deter reckless driving with a tool that has already
been proven effective, why wouldn’t we?

We've seen too many avoidable deaths on Maryland’s roads. We’ve heard too many stories of families
forever changed by a driver who felt entitled to push the speedometer past reason. We now have a
proven technology that acts as a public safety tether, ensuring that drivers who cannot regulate their
speed no longer have the choice to endanger others.

I strongly urge the House Environment and Transportation Committee to support HB 1139 and issue a
favorable report. Maryland has the chance to lead the nation in intelligent road safety enforcement.
Let’s take action before more lives are lost.

| welcome any opportunity to discuss this further and appreciate your commitment to making Maryland’s
roads safer. Thank you for your leadership and consideration.

Sincerely,

8y

John J. Seng
Chair
Maryland Coalition for Roadway Safety, Inc.

cc: SafeRoadsMD Board
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