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Hearing In The Maryland House Of Delegates Set for February 18, 2025 
         
Scott Webber 
Founding Member 
Vaping Awareness Public Education [V.A.P.E.] Society 
8803 Seven Locks Road 
Bethesda, MD  20817 

TESTIMONY ON HB0804 
FAVORABLE WITH AMENDMENTS 

 

‘Multifamily Dwellings – Smoking Policies’ 
 
 

TO: Chair Korman, Vice Chair Boyce, and members of the Environment and Transportation 
Committee 

My name is Scott Webber, resident of Montgomery County, Maryland, and Co-Founder of the 
Vaping Awareness Public Education Society, submitting this testimony in support of HB 0804 
with amendments. 

The VAPESociety is strongly in favor policies that clarify, limit, and reduce tobacco smoking 
because medical science and all available statistics reveal smoking to be the single largest 
contributor to preventable death in the US and Maryland, [7500+] and the most costly. [>$3 
Billion] [See attached] However, the conflation of ‘smoking’ and ‘vaping’ as being the same – or 
even similar - is wrong, both in physical science, and in their relative harms and costs. 

The simple reality is that ‘smoking’ involves… smoke;  a byproduct of combustion [aka: 
burning]  Vaping does not involve ANY form of combustion, and therefore, actually defining – 
in LAW – something as ‘smoking’ that has nothing to do with ‘smoke’ is both incorrect as a 
matter of simple fact, but becomes irresponsible when it becomes an outrigth falsehood 
involving public health. 

The VAPESociety respectfully requests that the language be changed to differentiate the 
substances and processes to conform with all medical science and nature. 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT(S): 

Define ‘SMOKING’ and ‘VAPING’ separately. 

In each section where the word ‘SMOKING’ is found, replace with ‘SMOKING AND VAPING’ 
or ‘SMOKING OR VAPING’ as applicable to conform with the laws of science and nature. 

I respectfully urge this committee to return a FAVORABLE report  on HB0804 with the 
Proposed Amendment(s), supra. 

 

Most Sincerely, 

~Scott Webber 
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