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February 11, 2025

The Honorable Pamela Beidle
Chair, Senate Finance Committee

3 East Miller Senate Office Building
Annapolis, MD 21401-1991

Re:  Senate Bill (SB) 508 — Maryland Medical Assistance Program and Health Insurance
— Required Coverage for Aesthetic Services and Restorative Care for Victims of Domestic
Violence (Healing Our Scars Act) — Letter of Support with Amendments

Dear Chair Beidle and Committee Members:

The Maryland Department of Health (the Department) respectfully submits this letter of
information for Senate Bill (SB) 508 — Maryland Medical Assistance Program and Health
Insurance — Required Coverage for Aesthetic Services and Restorative Care for Victims of
Domestic Violence (Healing Our Scars Act).

SB 508 requires the Maryland Medical Assistance Program (Medicaid) to provide medically
necessary coverage of aesthetic services and restorative care for treatment of physical injuries to
victims of domestic violence. The Department is supportive of the legislation’s intent; however,
the scope of services it would mandate is unclear and may result in a fiscal impact.

The Department recognizes the impact domestic violence has on the lives of Marylanders. The
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) found that 38.0 percent of women and 35.0
percent of men in Maryland have been a victim of physical violence by an intimate partner in
their lifetime." Studies indicate that intimate partner violence is more prevalent in lower-income
communities and thus may disproportionately impact Medicaid participants.**

Certain services are covered today and would be budget neutral. For example, services that
address injuries that occur during a physical altercation such as broken bones, sprains, or wounds
are covered by Medicaid. In the event that an injury is sufficiently severe that it requires
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reconstructive surgery, such as an injury to the nose or a broken facial bones, those services
would be considered medically necessary.

To the extent the intent of the legislation is to require coverage of additional services, the
Department would realize a potentially significant fiscal impact. Cosmetic services that are
intended to improve a patient's physical appearance, but do not restore or materially improve a
body function are not eligible for reimbursement. As a result, certain services for new injuries,
such as superficial bites, burns, scratches, and lacerations that only require immediate treatment
in an emergency department setting, and treatment of healed injuries from domestic violence in
the past, such as scarring to the face, neck, or body, would not be considered medically necessary
under existing policy in most cases. Additionally, in the event of significant damage to the teeth,
the adult dental benefits package does not cover partial or full dentures or dental implants.

The Department reiterates its support of the intent of the legislation to the extent that it is budget
neutral and respectfully requests further clarification of the scope of the legislation. If you would
like to discuss this further, please do not hesitate to contact Sarah Case-Herron,

Director of Governmental Affairs at sarah.case-herron@maryland.gov.

Sincerely,

Laura Herrera Scott, M.D., M.P.H.
Secretary
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In the Senate Finance Committee

AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL 508
(First Reading File Bill)

On page 1, in line 9, strike “aesthetic services” and substitute “medical”.

On page 3, in line 6, after “PROVIDE” insert “,SUBJECT TO THE LIMITATIONS OF THE STATE BUDGET

AND AS PERMITTED BY FEDERAL LAW, .
On page 3, in line 7, strike “AESTHETIC”. and substitute “MEDICAL”

In line 22, strike “AESTHETIC” and substitute “MEDICAL”.



