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Senate Bitt 696
Pubtic Heatth - Pediatric Hospitat Overstay Patients

Good afternoon, Vice Chair Hayes and Members of the Committee:

I am pteased to present Senate Bitt 696 - Pubtic Heatth - Pediatric Hospitat Overstay
Patients. SB 696 addresses an egregious probtem impacting chitdren and youth across the
State.

Every day here in Marytand there are chitdren and youth stuck in hospitat emergency
departments and inpatient units. As this committee knows, I have been working hard to
address the chattenges our emergency departments are facing with tong wait times. When
youth are stuck in an emergency room and unabte to transition to a more appropriate care
setting to meet their needs, this negativel,y impacts the chitd, the hospital staff, and
members of the community who need access to emergency services.

SB 696 wil,[ not sotve atl our probtems; however, this Legisl,ation takes concrete steps to
expand the behavioral heatth capacity we need in the short-term and bring oversight and
accountabitity for ptacing these youth in the appropriate setting.

The bitt does the fottowing:

o Expands residential treatment capacity by directing MDH to staff the licensed but
unstaffed state operated residentiaL treatment beds. There are currently 17 of these
beds in the state and expanding capacity, even by this much, witl make a difference.
MDH can use funds currentty designated for the Adotescent HospitaL Overstay
Program to accomptish this.

. Requires state hospitats to participate in the Maryl,and Mental Heal"th and Substance
Use Disorder Registry. Right now, there is not a line of sight into how many open state
beds we have, [ike we have on the private hospital, side. This [eve[ of transparencywitl
hetp us better understand bed capacity across the state.

o Estabtishes a Pediatric Hospitat Overstay Coordinator within the Governor's Office
for Chitdren to advocate on behatf of the chitdren stuck in hospital,s and streamtine



ptacement efforts. This singte point of contact wittcoordinate with hospitats and att

retevant state agencies in pursuit of the most appropriate ptacement option. This
Coordinator is atso required to report annuatty to the Governor and the GeneraI
Assembty on the status of pediatric overstay patients across the state inctuding
recommended poticy and procedures.

o Lastty, the bitt requires the Department of Heatth to review the reimbursement rates
paid to residentiaI treatment centers and respite care facitities for potentiaI reforms
that witt incentivize the expansion of RTC and respite care facitity capacity in the
State.

We did not get into this probtem overnight, and we witl not get out of it overnight. However,
passing this bitt witt attow us to take immediate action to address the needs of chitdren and
youth stuck in hospitats across the State.

Thank you for the opportunity to present this tegistation to the Committee. I respectfutty
request a favorabte report on Senate Bitt 696.


