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On behalf of the 127,200 Marylanders living with Alzheimer’s disease, the Alzheimer’'s Association
supports SB 129 - Public Health - Maryland Commission on Health Equity - Advisory Committee
and Hospital Reporting. This bill will require the Maryland Commission on Health Equity, in
coordination with the Maryland Department of Health, to establish a committee to identify the 10
widest disparities in health care quality, access, or outcomes for vulnerable populations, and
review each health equity report submitted by a licensed hospital in Maryland.

Optimizing health for Marylanders requires eliminating disparities and addressing social
determinants of health. Focusing on communities at greatest risk and eliminating barriers to
quality health care services will deliver significant results. Cognitive health is no exception and
should be included in these discussions. Alzheimer's and other dementias disproportionately
affect Black Americans, Hispanic Americans, Asian Americans, American Indian/Alaska Natives,
members of the LGBTQ+ community and women.

Additionally, several studies demonstrate the impact of inequities on cognitive decline.
Experiences of structural, interpersonal and institutional racism are associated with lower
memory scores and worse cognition in midlife and old age, especially among Black adults.’
Socioeconomic deprivation, including neighborhood disadvantages and persistent low wages, is
associated with higher dementia risk, lower cognitive performance and faster memory decline.?
We must collaborate to develop initiatives to address these disparities.

SB 129 builds upon the State’s existing efforts to address health equity, and will provide additional
data to inform future programs and policies. The Alzheimer’s Association urges a favorable report
on SB 129. Please contact Megan Peters, Director of Government Affairs at mrpeters@alz.org
with any questions.
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